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Women and Men in Hong Kong Key Statistics — Terms and Definitions

1. EEGETHE

L1 AR EESE B F A HEERE
% mSEUTHE -

-

2. ANDOF# — E&aEfF

2.1 AL
FER,-

B TEAER TR

(@ ' HEER, EHEMHHEANAL
(—) FE&aETIRF L Z AirHY6fE H
A AERER R V3 H - SCEHE
eatirR Z R HV6 M H N - {EHE
Wi/ V3 AR EAAMER
AEmAE TR AL PSS S ER
Ak () ESGHRE SR
ANEBIEAAMER -

(b) AR HEER  EAKA
MR R At I E s T RE 2 Ty
ofil H N & EE /D 1E HAE D
R3MEH > NEEAE TR Z 12 1Y
ofil H N & EE /D 1E HAE D
R3EH > N e R4 s B2
SEETHE gRER REE
e

BRI R E R BT (2024 1) — RIERGER
FREITHE BIFGEE

1

1. Summary of Key Statistics

1.1 For the terms and definitions of key
statistics, please refer to the details below.

2. Demographics — Vital Events

2.1 Hong Kong Resident Population
comprises Usual Residents and Mobile
Residents.

(a) “Usual Residents” refer to two
categories of people: (1) Hong Kong
Permanent Residents who have
stayed in Hong Kong for at least 3
months during the 6 months before
or for at least 3 months during the 6
months  after the  reference
time-point, regardless of whether
they are in Hong Kong or not at the
reference time-point; and (2) Hong
Kong Non-permanent Residents
who are in Hong Kong at the
reference time-point.

(b) For those Hong Kong Permanent
Residents who are not “Usual
Residents”, they are classified as
“Mobile Residents” if they have
stayed in Hong Kong for at least 1
month but less than 3 months during
the 6 months before or for at least 1
month but less than 3 months during
the 6 months after the reference
time-point, regardless of whether
they are in Hong Kong or not at the
reference time-point.
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2.2 Sex ratio refers to the ratio of the
number of males per 1 000 females.

2.3 Expectation of life at birth refers to
the number of years of life that a person born
in a given year is expected to live if he/she
were subjected to the prevalent mortality
conditions as reflected by the set of age-sex
specific mortality rates for that year.

2.4 Crude marriage rate refers to the
number of marriages registered in a given
year per 1 000 mid-year population of that
year.

2.5 Median age at first marriage is an
indicator of the average age of persons at
their first marriage such that 50% of these
persons are above this age while the other
50% are below it.

2.6 Crude divorce rate refers to the
number of divorce decrees granted in a given
year per 1 000 mid-year population of that
year.

3. Population and Household
Characteristics
3.1 Single parents are defined as

mothers or fathers who are never married,
widowed, divorced or separated, with
child(ren) aged under 18 living with them in
the same household.

3.2 Subdivided units (SDUs) are formed
by splitting a unit of quarters into two or more

“internally connected” and “externally
accessible” units commonly for rental
purposes.
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3.3 A domestic household consists of a
group of persons who live together and make
common provision for essentials for living.
These persons need not be related. If a
person makes provision for essentials for
living without sharing with other persons,
he/she is also regarded as a household. In
this case, the household is a “one-person
household”. A domestic household must
have at least one member who is a Usual
Resident. Households comprising Mobile
Residents only are not classified as domestic
households.

4. Education and Training
Characteristics
4.1 Educational attainment refers to the

highest level of education ever attained by a
person in school or other educational
institution, regardless of whether he/she had
completed the course. Only formal courses
are counted as educational attainment. A
formal course must satisfy the following
criteria:

(@) It lasts for at least one academic
year;

(b) Tt has specific academic
qualifications for entrance (except
non-degree/degree/postgraduate
courses offered by Hong Kong
Metropolitan University); and

(c) It includes examinations or specific
academic assessment procedures.
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Primary and below: Including no
schooling, all classes in kindergartens
and child care centres, and Primary 1-6.

Lower Secondary: Including Secondary
1-3 or equivalent level.

Upper Secondary: Including Secondary
4-7 of old academic structure
(1985-2011), Secondary 4-6 of new
academic structure (2012 onwards) or
equivalent level, Project Yi Jin/Yi Jin
Diploma, Diploma of Applied Education
and craft level.

Post-secondary -
Including

non-degree:

() Certificate and Diploma level
courses in local or non-local
institutions; and

(b) Higher  Certificate, = Higher
Diploma, Professional Diploma,
Associate Degree, Pre-Associate
Degree, Endorsement Certificate,
Associateship  or  equivalent
courses and other non-degree
level courses in local or non-local
institutions.

Post-secondary — degree: Including first
degree, taught postgraduate and research
postgraduate courses in local or
non-local institutions.
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5. Labour Force Characteristics and
Employment Earnings

5.1 The economically active population,
synonymous with the labour force, comprises
the employed population and the
unemployed population. (Please see “Labour
force” in paragraph 5.3 for details.)

5.2 The economically inactive
population comprises all those persons who
have not had a job and have not been at work
during the 7 days before enumeration,
excluding persons who have been on
leave/holiday during the 7-day period and
persons who are unemployed. Persons such
as home-makers/retired persons not available
for work or not seeking work and all those
below the age of 15 are thus included.

53 Labour force refers to the land-based
non-institutional population aged 15 and over
who satisfy the criteria for being classified as
employed population or unemployed
population.  Inmates of institutions and
persons living on board vessels are excluded.

5.4 Labour force participation rate
refers to the proportion of labour force in the
total land-based non-institutional population
aged 15 and over.

55 The employed population comprises
those persons aged 15 and over who have
been engaged in performing work for pay or
profit during the 7 days before enumeration
or who have had formal job attachment.
Employed persons can be categorised into:

(a) Self-employed: A person who works
for profit or fees in his/her own
business/profession, neither
employed by someone  nor
employing others.
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(b) Employer: A person who works for
profit or fees in his/her own
business/profession and employs
one or more persons to work for
him/her.

(c) Employee: A person who works for
an employer (private companies,
households or the government) for
wage, salary, commission, tips, or
payment in kind. This also
includes outworker, domestic helper
and paid family worker.

(d) Unpaid family worker: A person who
works for no pay in a family
business. Food and lodging and
pocket money are not counted as pay.
However, if the worker receives
regular pay for the work performed,
he/she should be regarded as an
employee.

5.6 The underemployed  population
comprises those employed persons who have
involuntarily worked less than 35 hours
during the 7 days before enumeration and
have sought additional work during the 30
days before enumeration, or have not sought
additional work but have been available for
additional work during the 7 days before
enumeration.  Following this definition,
employed persons taking no-pay leave due to
slack work during the 7 days before
enumeration are also classified as
underemployed if they worked less than 35
hours or were on leave even for the whole
period during the 7-day period.

5.7 Underemployment rate refers to the
proportion of underemployed persons in the
labour force.
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5.8 The unemployed  population
comprises all those persons aged 15 and over
who fulfil the following conditions:

(a) have not had a job and have not
performed any work for pay or profit
during the 7 days before
enumeration;

(b) have been available for work during
the 7 days before enumeration; and

(c) have sought work during the 30 days
before enumeration.

However, if a person aged 15 and over fulfils
the conditions (a) and (b) above but has not
sought work during the 30 days before
enumeration because he/she believes that
work is not available, he/she is still classified
as unemployed, being regarded as a so-called
“discouraged worker”.

Notwithstanding the above, the following
types of persons are also classified as
unemployed:

(a) persons without a job, have sought
work but have not been available for
work because of temporary sickness;
and

(b) persons without a job, have been
available for work but have not
sought work because they:

(1) have made arrangements to take
up a new job or to start business
on a subsequent date; or

(2) were expecting to return to their
original jobs (e.g. casual
workers are usually called back
to work when service is needed).
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5.9 Unemployment rate refers to the
proportion of unemployed persons in the
labour force. As regards unemployment
rates by industry or by occupation, since in
deriving both the numerator and the
denominator, (a) unemployed persons are
classified according to their previous industry
(or occupation) which may not necessarily be
the one which he/she will enter, and (b) there
is no information on previous industry (or
occupation) in respect of first-time job-seekers
and re-entrants into the labour force who were
unemployed, such rates are not strictly
comparable to the overall unemployment rate
and should be interpreted with caution.

5.10  Occupation refers to the kind of
work, nature of duties and main task
performed by a person in his/her main job
during the 7 days before enumeration. The
classification of occupation used in the
General Household Survey to classify the
occupation of an employed person and the
previous occupation of an unemployed

person is broadly modelled on the
International Standard Classification of
Occupations 2008 (ISCO-08). The

occupation classification scheme has been
enhanced since January to March 2022 to
follow the ISCO-08 more closely, with
statistics backcasted to the quarter of January
to March 2016 to facilitate comparison.

5.11  Main employment refers to the job
on which a person spent most of his/her time
if he/she had more than one job at the time of
enumeration. All other jobs were regarded
as secondary employment.
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5.12  Monthly employment earnings refer
to earnings (before deduction of Mandatory
Provident Fund contributions) from all jobs
during the month before enumeration. For
employees, they include wage and salary,
bonus, commission, tips, housing allowance,
overtime allowance, attendance allowance
and other cash allowances. However, back
pays are excluded. For employers and
self-employed, they refer to amounts drawn
from the self-owned enterprise for personal
and household use. If information on the
amounts drawn for personal and household
use is not available, data on net earnings from
business would be collected instead.

6. Social Welfare

6.1 The Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance Scheme provides a safety net for
those who cannot support themselves
financially. It is designed to bring their
income up to a prescribed level to meet their
basic needs. An applicant must satisfy the
residence requirements and pass both the
income and asset tests. The recipients
under the scheme refer to those currently in
receipt of payments.

6.2 The Social Security Allowance
Scheme  includes Normal  Disability
Allowance, Higher Disability Allowance,
Old Age Allowance, Old Age Living
Allowance, Guangdong Scheme and Fujian
Scheme. Persons receiving Social Security
Allowance include those whose cases are
under processing and payments have not yet
been made.
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7. Medical and Health

7.1 The cause-specific mortality rate is
the total number of registered deaths due to a
specific group of causes divided by the
mid-year population (expressed as per
100 000 population). For a particular group
of causes, the standardised cause-specific
mortality rate is a weighted average of the
age-specific mortality rates pertaining to that
group of causes. The weights used are the
proportions of population in individual age
groups in the standard population.

8. Crime and Justice

8.1 Crimes refer to a group of designated
offences which are generally considered
more serious in nature and require
investigation by the criminal investigation
police officers.

8.2 Reported crimes refer to the cases
which are classified and dealt with by the
police. Cases which are handled by other
law  enforcement agencies such as
Immigration Department, Customs and
Excise  Department and Independent
Commission Against Corruption are not
included.

8.3 Number of persons arrested for
crime refer to persons arrested for crime,
whether or not they are prosecuted. The
counting rule for persons arrested for crime is
based on the number of occasions on which
offenders are arrested. If a person is
arrested on two or more occasions, each
occasion is counted as a “separate” person.
If a person is arrested on one occasion for
several offences, the offence with the
heaviest maximum permissible penalty is
chosen for tabulation purposes.
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8.4 Drug abuse refers to the taking of
drugs/substances which taken harm or
threaten to harm the physical or mental or
social well-being of an individual, in doses
above or for periods beyond those normally
regarded as therapeutic. =~ Substances of
abuse include heroin, opium, morphine,
physeptone/methadone and psychotropic
substances (such as ketamine,
methamphetamine (commonly known as
“Ice™), cocaine, cough medicine and organic
solvents), but exclude alcohol and tobacco.

8.5 The number of reported drug
abusers is based on information of drug
abusers reported by reporting agencies such
as law enforcement agencies, treatment and
welfare agencies to the Central Registry of
Drug Abuse (CRDA) established by the
Narcotics Division of the Government
Secretariat.  The CRDA is a voluntary
reporting system. By its nature, while the
CRDA does not measure the exact size of the
drug abusing population in Hong Kong at any
particular time, statistics derived therefrom
are indicators of the trends of drug abuse over
time.

9. Pattern of Participation in Public
Affairs
9.1 Civil servants refer to persons who

are employed on civil service terms of
appointment as at the survey reference date.
Independent Commission Against
Corruption officers, judicial officers, locally
engaged staff working in the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Offices outside Hong
Kong, and other government employees like
Non-Civil Service Contract staff are
excluded. However, prior to the statistical
month of June 1999, judges and judicial
officers in the Judiciary were included in the
coverage of civil servants.
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9.2 Public sector advisory and statutory
bodies are bodies which provide advice on
government policies, deliver public services,
perform statutory functions and deal with
appeals against Government decisions.

10. Information Technology Usage

10.1  Smartphone refers to a mobile phone
offering more advanced features than a cell
phone which is mainly for making phone call,
sending SMS and taking picture. Some
advanced features / functions found in
smartphone include touchscreen interface,
Internet access via mobile network (such as
Wi-Fi  connection and 4G LTE/5G
connection), video and music player, video
recording, GPS navigation, sending and
receiving e-mail and web browsing. The
smartphone can also be used to download
mobile apps (such as WhatsApp, Facebook
and YouTube).
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