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Classification of industries

The Hong Kong  Standard  Industrial
Classification (HSIC) Version 2.0 has been
adopted in the survey for sample selection, data
collection and dissemination of survey results.
The HSIC is devised by using the United
Nations’ International Standard Industrial
Classification as the framework, with local
adaptation to reflect the structure of the Hong
Kong economy.

Survey coverage

The survey covers establishments engaging in
the following major economic activities under
HSIC Version 2.0:

(a) industrial sector;

(b) building,
sectors;

construction and real estate

(c) 1import/ export, wholesale and retail trades,
and food and accommodation services
sectors;

(d) transportation, storage and courier services
sector;

(e) information and communications,
financing and insurance, professional and
business services sectors; and

(f) social and personal services sectors.

For the information and communications sector
covered in this report, establishments classified
under the following HSIC Version 2.0 codes are
included:
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o HCES) ; FTE - $%: 5.7 e Publishing activities; motion 58 - 60
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activities; and programming and
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o FE:Hl e Telecommunications 61
o EiRBMY AR /EHE) N &R e Information technology service 62 - 63
5 EE) activities and information service
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The sampling frame and sample design for
different economic sectors are generally similar
in the survey. Nevertheless, owing to specific
trade practices in some cases, customised
sampling frame and sample design are adopted
for some economic activities. This section
provides only the details in respect of the
information and communications sector which is
covered by this report.

The sampling frame for information and
communications sector was mainly based on the
Central Register of Establishments maintained
by the Census and Statistics Department
(C&SD) and updated with reference to records
of the Business Registration Office.  The
sampling frame for these industries was first
stratified by industry and, within each industry
stratum, by employment size of establishments
to form a number of industry / employment size
strata. The sample size for each industry /
employment size stratum was determined by
Neyman’s allocation according to a desired level
of precision for the estimated industry value
added for individual industries.  Individual
establishments were systematically selected at a
uniform interval after an establishment was
randomly selected as a start.
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Survey reference period

Data collected for the survey reference period
referred to a particular calendar year, or any
consecutive 12-month period between 1 January
of the reference year and 31 March of the
following year according to the accounting
practice of individual establishments.  For
establishments which commenced or ceased
operation within their respective accounting
periods defined above, data collected were for
that part of the period during which the
establishments were in operation.

Data collection

The survey questionnaire comprised two parts:
the main part collected basic data and the
supplementary part collected more detailed data
on specific topics. Each year, survey
questionnaires were sent out by post and / or via
electronic mails starting from around February
to the selected establishments requesting them to
return the completed questionnaires by the end
of May. In March, staff of the C&SD started to
make telephone contacts with or visit individual
establishments to assist respondents in
completing questionnaires or to collect
completed ones. Reminder letters were issued
during different stages of the survey to urge
respondents to respond early.

Data processing

Completed questionnaires received were subject
to thorough checking by statistical staff and
detailed computer-based validation checks
before tabulation.  Such checking covered
completeness of entries, consistency among data
items and credibility of reported data. Where
there seemed to be dubious entries or
inconsistencies in the reported data, clarification
was made with respondents by telephone or field
verification visits. Reporting errors were
rectified with information provided by
respondents as far as possible.
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Survey reports

The survey results in respect of the following
major economic sectors are published in the
series of reports on key statistics on business
performance and operating characteristics of
different major economic sectors:

(2)
(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

®

(@

industrial sector;

building, construction and real estate
sectors;
import / export, wholesale and retail trades

sectors;

food and accommodation services sectors;

transportation, storage and courier services
sector;

information and communications sector;
and

financing and insurance, professional and
business services sectors.



