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This report presents the major results
of the 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
(HES) and the main features of the
2009/10-based Consumer Price Indices (CPIs).

It is established practice in Hong Kong
to conduct the HES once every five years to
collect up-to-date information on the expenditure
patterns of households. The information is
essential for updating the expenditure weights of
the CPIs, which are widely used by both the
government and private sector as an important
indicator of inflation or deflation faced by
consumers. A new round of HES was
conducted by the Census and Statistics
Department from October 2009 to September
2010. Based on the survey results, the
2009/10-based Composite CPI, CPI(A), CPI(B)
and CPI(C) have been compiled.

The data obtained from the HES are
also useful for wvarious studies on the
consumption behaviour of households in Hong
Kong and the formulation of social and economic
policies by the government.

The successful completion of the HES
relied heavily on the co-operation of the
households sampled in the survey. | would like
to express my gratitude to all households who
had spent their time and effort in participating in
the HES.

H.W. FUNG
Commissioner for Census and Statistics

April 2011
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Key Statistics

[ 1 £ T S
Average Monthly Household Expenditure

%‘\gﬁiﬁ
20?;1)/ 05 20?%/ 10 Rate of change
(%)
18,834 21,623 +14.5 [+2.9]
ﬂ:ffﬂ;%” : ;ﬂ P I ER A T, /f' ﬁa@}g//& 4 /4@}5/ 72
Note: Figure in brackets refers to rate of change after discounting for price changes.

5 b E[T SRS
Average Monthly Per Capita Expenditure

AR
2004/05 2009/10 Rate of change
© (®) %)
6,108 7,137 +16.9 [+4.7]
:f;?%’ 7‘[‘77/7///{/75[5*_7 £ //]/\//é/fki % [, ;/ hF o
Note Flgure in brackets refers to rate of change after discounting for price changes.

V2 FE2 - B AR EROE RRR I S
Expenditure Ranges of 2009/10-based Consumer PriceIndex (CPI) Series

QEIN}

Approximate % of households covered

Hibeses Bl W [ i
Index series Expenditure range

P A i%]}‘ﬁg'r CPI(A) $4,500 - $18,499 50

R U REL) f;"ﬁfﬁg’r CPI(B) $18,500 - $32,499 30

NI i%??ﬁ%’r CPI(C) $32,500 - $65,999 10

A% FO Y EHn 8 Composite CP $4,500 - $65,999 90

I JRER S 5 s L
Expenditure Weights of 2004/05-based and 2009/10-based Composite CPI

FHIZ - FE IR AP FHRSERT R

P i S Commodity/Service Section 2004/05 2009/10
(%) (%)
A Fﬁf‘[' Food 26.94 27.45
A [//;7# Meals bought away from home 16.86 17.07
/ /Q 7’ b= i Food (excluding meals bought 10.08 10.38
/ ’/514 ) away from home)
[ Housing 29.17 31.66
(GRS S S Electricity, gas and water 3.59 3.10
D Alcohoalic drinks and tobacco 0.87 0.59
Eadh=s Clothing and footwear 3.91 3.45
p*quE*JfP'JFf,#, Durable goods 5.50 5.27
;Y@Ef{’d#, Miscellaneous goods 4,78 4.17
3 Transport 9.09 8.44
FEFS Miscellaneous services 16.15 15.87
AR All-sections 100.00 100.00
i’ JeZ - FE I ﬁ%’rrﬂﬁfﬁr 1 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey

T i 'J’%‘*J['Ff?“ HegLY

and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices







93— 5T 2 Rladi
Partl Major Findings







= FE - T I A R
Results of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey

AT

L1 PR T e T
VI AR R o G I At
FoRETRRRL IR TR R
FOBH A<

12 A ORI S
= FE]E - FE G L T
SSRGS E A U RIS AT R
JoZ = FE U SR
%uOﬂ%W%%%ﬁﬁﬁgﬂ%@mﬁ
r% NS Ak ST ?‘}Bﬁ )

13 IR e R
YR 9+ B R A o
$ 63y pin s o - B
B B BT T
N e
R T S
S S i
P 1) A R e e 15
T e

FrEER

14 FURS— Jupae iz ﬁgﬁ?ﬁ'g.’—;
(2 T A1 ETRATE R o SR
AL Ry o Ffﬁﬁ%ﬁ??fﬁ%?ﬁ 1
AT > A r%f%?"”@ﬁ@h ° iﬁf[ﬁ' Fl
R s 17 .

= I R U R
CRd e IR e

I ntroduction

11 The Household Expenditure Survey
(HES) is conducted once every five years by the
Census and Statistics Department (C&SD) to
collect up-to-date information on the expenditure
patterns of households in Hong Kong for
updating the expenditure weights of the
Consumer Price Indices (CPIs).

12 The latest round of the HES was
conducted in 2009/10. The major results of the
survey and the man features of the
2009/10-based CPI series are presented in Part |
of thisreport. Concepts and methods related to
the CPI and the HES are given in Part I1.

13 Apart from providing the necessary
data for rebasing the CPlIs, the results of the HES
are also useful for various other purposes. One
important application of the results is for
compiling estimates of certain components of
private consumption expenditure in the national
accounts. Besides, information collected in the
HES is useful in the formulation of social and
economic policies, conduct of market research
and economic studies on consumption behaviour,
and comparison of standard of living among
different economies.

Background

14 Thefirst one of the kind of an HES was
conducted as early as in 1947 to collect
information on the expenditure patterns of
households in Hong Kong for compiling a Retall
Price Index which lasted for about 17 years.

5 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey

and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices
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15 The firss HES was conducted in
1963/64. Based on the expenditure pattern
derived, a series of Generad Consumer Price
Index and another series of Modified Consumer
Price Index were compiled.

16 The second HES was conducted in
1973/74, providing a basis for compiling the
Consumer Price Index (A) (CPI(A)) series, and
the Consumer Price Index (B) (CPI(B)) series,
which relate to households in the relatively low
and medium expenditure ranges respectively. It
was however considered that another index
would be useful to reflect price movements
experienced by households in the relatively high
expenditure range. At the invitation of the
C&SD, Hang Seng Bank agreed to compile such
an index, known as the Hang Seng CPI, and
commissioned the Hong Kong Productivity
Centre to carry out a separate HES for deriving
the expenditure weights of the Hang Seng CPI.

1.7 A policy was established in 1977 that
the HES would be conducted once every five
years to update the expenditure weights of the
CPIs. In accordance with this policy, seven
rounds of the HES were carried out in 1979/80,
1984/85, 1989/90, 1994/95, 1999/2000, 2004/05
and 2009/10 respectively. The first four rounds
of the survey were jointly conducted by the
C&SD and Hang Seng Bank. As the C&SD
has taken up the compilation of the Hang Seng
CPI, which has been renamed as Consumer Price
Index (C) (CPI(C)) since the reference month of
July 1999, from the 1999/2000 round onwards,
the HES was solely conducted by the C& SD.

6 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey

and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices
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Analysis of Response Pattern

18 In the 2009/10 HES, a random sample
of 11121 quarters was selected from the
sampling frame. Among these, 1 163 quarters
were found to be vacant, demolished, or not used
for residentia purpose. Asaresult, 9 958 (90%
of total) suitable quarters remained in the
sample.

1.9 e — = =k e J%‘giﬁ}— (it 1.9 As some quarters accommodated more

(21 [N A e than one household, a total of
. (g L [l By . =

E{ J 9 9584[[5'1%“JFth :F Fﬁ Box 11 Response Rate ;LOCDG househo!ds were covergd

(b2 4 £] 10 006 ffs = e in the 9 958 suitable quartersin

ET o ;c[[[ﬁéj 71 SR bﬁfgf the sample. After excluding

%?ﬁ‘l AR U= hotseholds % households which fell outside

G ?E‘ = %’ﬁ?rﬁf ¥ the scope of the survey such as

N S 7697 100.0 :

;ﬂﬁﬁu—*r ’ I SemR, collective  households  or

] R Ol | e i 116 | households that were absent

f%“ Fhﬁfﬁraﬁﬁ o e noncontads ~ | from Hong Kong during the

}ﬁﬁ gﬁpu ! Tl i i iis survey.reference period, 7 697

HE 5959 [[4[:* s refusals domestic  households  were

ﬁ'ﬁ:fl%@ = ZSJ—,ZSJ— _J = i o s found suitable for enumeration

- FHE IR ?ﬁ?rr%j lrop-ouits in the survey. Of these

ﬁ, FUAlpVEsss R L 77% - suitable households, a total of

FHC AT 5959 /74 1 5959 households participated

Buals Eghﬁr;%‘;e in the survey, giving an overall

response rate of 77% for the

2009/10 HES.
1.10 AR E 11738 (it = WJ“‘J 23 1.10 Of the 1 738 households in the sample

o hﬂﬁf%‘ﬁl , ‘H H[ F| 847 iz l:\fi
q??*;* » 860 Fﬂ Fifiae s e 3L

IELLI[

AR R A A

111 HEET A rpfrﬁpﬁ&%? H
PR 2 il B 14
] ﬁf%uff%ﬁﬁéﬁl’ﬂ&wfiﬁﬁs
B AT A (R 24 1) T
YRl =R Jjﬁﬁ%@, i el ©
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that did not participate in the survey, 847 were
non-contact cases, 860 were refusal cases and 31
were drop-out cases.

Survey Findings

111 Detailled tables (Tables 1 to 16)
showing average expenditure patterns of
households by expenditure group, by
commodity/service section or group, and by
major household characteristics are given at the
end of this report. A summary of some of the
major findings is given below.

7 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
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Household characteristics (Tables 1 to 2)
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j‘ ?/_Fl Frid f;F' IIJ NI ‘l# Box1.2 Percentage of Households
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AR D Y 2004/05 2000/10
HEEIHT 29% =7 [ n S S
NASESELD L 1004 (-4 | EEE
SRS 19% 2 g nousing
,—‘/j;ErJt’l Fd e B R
SR CHPTETH g 19% 19%
R R 5 :
,J;‘ = H BN = = [ Subsidised housing
ILIJE}:’EIJHI' gl Hok ) , A ) 53% 52%
0 (= ©oR kg |EE 0 0
52% HL & E t Private housing
I SRSt U T s
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doegg o ol o
Py T o =5 2 TR I E Rl residing in

B o fl1 28%F5F] = 29% - fy{= 7K. S
A9 FIVER] o BIET 53%k R = 52% -

subsidised housing
unchanged, that in public housing increased
marginally from 28% to 29% while that in

Findings of the survey on household

characteristics are generally in
line with similar official
statistics from other sources.
Among the domestic
households covered in the
survey, 29% resided in public
housing, 19% in subsidised
housing (including Home
Ownership Scheme flats and
other subsidised sale flats) and
52% in private housing.
Compared with 2004/05, the
proportion of  households
remained

private housing decreased marginally from 53%

to 52%.
1.13 P E TR AR, e R 1.13
A PO
TR 1.3 PRI VE LTI B
18% ~ 29%71 53% ° |gox13 Per centage of Households
=IFFMEFILE by Geographical Area
o3 I ARES 2004/05 2009/10
e 7 EE (]
J EJ\E; [‘qul ZJI% Ak 20% 18%
Fﬁj et ['35 lﬁf\ Hong Kong tsland
= TR PSR
" N ﬁ;%?#’ 0 U | kowioon
| R Y TR
I o [ 51% 53%
P> PIETT SI%IT I | Naw Territories
= 53% > MRy
;g;ﬁ J%E[sj};ﬁ@ AL o |AEEE 100% 100%
Overall
FHEE— FE LY AR S 8

B
)
fl

SRS

The proportions of households residing

on Hong Kong Idand,
Kowloon and the New
Territories were 18%, 29% and
53% respectively. Compared
with 2004/05, the proportion of
households living in Kowloon
remained unchanged, that on
Hong Kong Island declined
from 20% to 18% while that in
the New Territories increased
from 51% to 53%, reflecting the
continued development of new
townsin the New Territories.
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114 T [ﬂj = Ml ocon prasaonn T 1.14 In regard to the
P g [ T4 BHEEMADRE T | e of amommodaton
TR E[}FEI' FFI by Tenure of Accommodation more than half of households
B EI*FF'[' ETpu P SRR S B rEE R resided in sdf-owned
= %ﬁ?fﬂ ME Y o o B accommodation. The
S7%%F =2 FF e éﬁn;_occupier > *-| proportion of owner-occupier
Z - FF[Y58% 0 [ increased marginaly from
— ., o EURET) 0, 0, . .
b g gen;er A 39% 1 579% in 2004/05 to 58% in
40%f % Tk = 39% o 2009/10 while the proportion
) B v A W b 0, 0, H
z;; ;Eﬁ;”“'{ IS G 3%:1 of renter decreased dightly
Othgrs (including rent free, from 40% to 39%.
accommodation: provided
by employer)
b 100% 100%
Overdll
1.15 =9t 7 [ﬁj 1.15 Changes in the

B = L

FPRIEC LS H R ET AR PV E S I B

. . | Box15 Percentage of Households
R - A o T by Household Size
=5 *P|F[Jj =B i
2004/2005 :-:::-2009/10
E[I [J“I—.— ?— | R
E 43 1 k | g 1 person 13% 13%
%%*)u:ﬁ—# J_’FF IEI\j ok 2 persons 23% 25%
30 o MR ME Pz 3 persons 25% 25%
I B ﬁh%ﬁ T e peick 4 persors 24% 25%
S N E | L G 5 1% 9%
£, - . o persons 0 (]
1 3= 53 A =
25% » iy MR F *jy: : 6P€;r3°”3 4% i
e e L and over
s IR 15% i |
= 12% - AR Overall 100% 100%
T g 31 3.0
Average household size
S HHT S T LR ARG G 9
BRI R

proportion of households of
different sizes were aso
observed. On the whole, the
average size of households
dropped from 3.1 in 2004/05
to 3.0 in 2009/10. The
proportion of households
with- 1 and 3 persons
remained unchanged, the
proportion of households
with 2 and 4 persons both
increased to 25%, while the
proportion of households
with 5 persons and above
declined from 15% to 12%.
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Household expenditure (Tables 3 to 5)

1.16 During the survey period of 2009/10
HES, the household expenditure was lowered by
a number of Government’s one-off relief
measures. These measures included the rates
concession (up to $1,500 per quarter) and the
suspension of Employees Retraining Levy which
were effective throughout the whole survey
period; Government’s payment of public housing
rentals in July to August 2010; the public
housing rental waiver by Housing Authority in
September 2010; and the Government’'s
electricity charge subsidy provided since
September 2008, of maximum cumulative
amount of $3,600 that was not yet used up by
some households. Unless otherwise specified,
household expenditure figures in this report refer
to the actual expenditure incurred by households

upon enjoying the above mentioned
waivers/concessions.
PRIE L6 TE AR D E T R T
Box 1.6 Aver age Household: Size, Average M-onthly Household-Expenditure-and:Average M-onthly Per
Capita Expenditure
SR 5 R
TS T
AAGE LR Average monthly. Average monthly.
Average household size household expenditure per-capita expenditure

1999/2000 34 $21,797 $6,421
2004/05 31 $1.8,884 $6,108
2009/10 3.0 $21,623 $7,137
B i
Rate of change in expenditure

TR ez S e U et B i +14.5% +16.9%

2009/10 compared with'2004/05 [+2:9%] [+4.7%]

e L S e e -13.4% 4.9%

2004/05 compared with:1999/2000 [-6:3%)] [+2:8%]

I ) i A e KT L Lt e o i 3 :0.8% +11.2%

2009/10 compared with:1999/2000 [23:7%] [+7.9%)]
e fﬁiﬂﬂ/ﬁ%/éﬂ“éiﬁ/’?ﬁ@ﬁﬁf ’
Note:: ;- Figuresin brackets refer:to: rates of change in real terms.
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1.17  Onaverage, ahousehold spent $21,623
per month on food, consumer goods and services
in 2009/10, as compared to $18,884 in 2004/05
and $21,797 in 1999/2000. Household
consumption expenditure increased by 14.5% in
the past five years but slightly decreased by 0.8%
over the past ten years. The increase in average
household consumption expenditure from 5 years
ago was attributable mainly to the price inflation
in most of the five-year period from 2004/05 to
2009/10. After discounting for price changes,
household consumption expenditure increased by
2.9% in the past five years but decreased by
3.7% over the past ten years.

1.18 The dlightly lower average household
expenditure as compared with 1999/2000 was
attributable to the decrease in household size.
Anaysed on a per capita basis, there was a
16.9% increase in the average monthly
expenditure in the five-year period from 2004/05
to 2009/10 and an 11.2% increase in the ten-year
period from 1999/2000 to 2009/10.  After
discounting for price changes, the average
monthly per capita expenditure increased by
4.7% in the past five years and 7.9% over the
past ten years.

ﬂ%*gy o O gy ,i'Li7?€f[ﬁgjg‘7i‘§j[79,§(’/«§=~%”f [ZT

G FESF e B[ T I
< £321,945 7 -

< EE I HE LV S A
el s

Note @ If the effects of Government's one-off relief
measures were removed, average household
consumption expenditure in 2009/10 would be
$21,945.
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10,300 7 = 29,200 7 ! 10,800 7 =
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1.19 As regards the distribution of
household expenditure, the lowest decile® and
the highest decilé® of monthly expenditure of
households were $6,900 and $37,900
respectively. Hence, 80% of households had
their monthly expenditure ranging from $6,900
to $37,900. The corresponding ranges for
households residing in public, subsidised and
private housing were $3,900 to $18,400, $10,300
to $29,200 and $10,800 to $48,900 respectively.
A wider expenditure range was observed for
households residing in private housing than those
in public and subsidised housing.

. » H I__;: - A v . }:JFT = —-g'(_ r__;: ol E »1‘_ ~
W BO)EST A5 ()55 58] #5708 E Y st
Chart1l  Distribution of Monthly Household Expenditure by (i) Household
Size (ii) Typeof Housing
80,000
70,000 69,200
& 60,000 A 3 Er
¥ 52,200 Highest decile
e 50,000
= 48,900 i
®E 41,800 57500 Flik Bl
$ 40,000 ' Median
z e 32500 (200
2> 30,000
e 25,000 24,300 |22.900 29,200
S 20,100 22,300
= 20,000 17,000{-— 17,000 -18,400..117,900 S b
14,500 13300 BSA 5T ;.E]\T
10,100 9,900 | (11,400 9.400 | 110,300 |10,800|| Lowest decile
10,000 5700 1 L7:990 6,900 ’
3300 | = 3,900
0
S 2R A RS
WEE gy Wy w
1 2 3 4 5 6 persons Public Subsidised Private
person persons persons persons persons and over All sizes housing housing housing
(i) =g (i) 55 K]
Household size Type of housing

PR B ST g T
P10V [ L7007 T o #2520 10%p7

(3) A o= FE S 1S EHE)
BEH 5 G T )
ﬂff/?o%ﬂff;r‘ e ofzz%/ ,90%@

s

- Fjﬁﬁ, Lz %J—H = tﬁr’qu’;ﬁﬂfllﬁ‘fﬁ
MR AR

Notes. @ The lowest decile This is the expenditure level
which divides the lowest 10% of households from
the rest. In other words, the expenditures of
10% of households are below this level whereas
the expenditures of the other 90% of households
are above this level.

® The highest decile This is the expenditure level

which divides the highest 10% of households
from the rest. In other words, the expenditures
of 90% of households are below this level
whereas the expenditures of the other 10% of
households are above this level.
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1.20 Regarding household expenditure by
commodity/service section, housing and food
together accounted for 60% of the tota
household expenditure. The other categories
with relatively significant proportions were
miscellaneous services (16%) and transport
(8%). A small share was recorded for alcoholic
drinks and tobacco (1%), while electricity, gas
and water accounted for 3%; clothing and
footwear, durable goods and miscellaneous
goods each accounted for 4%.

b

HP AL

= TR RSERHIR ST PV 2 FIR S
Chart2  Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section
RS
Miscellaneous services
g 16%
Transport
8% \ i
Food
e p 2
Miscellaneous goods AR
4% ,
oy
EREE
Durable goods o
o T Yl
gt
Clothing and footwear
4% [
A Housing
Alcohalic drinks and tobacco AR 33%
1% Electricity, gas and water
3%

1.21 ;’eﬁﬁﬁjig’ﬁ A= ET > B 4 Fff F” 1.21 It is observed that the reative
PRV ] o FPMOT B AE H]J )53 importance of food was smaller for households
N ﬁlﬁuﬁf P B‘I# [ﬁ[“lu b with higher total expenditure. When analysed

“”H[Ji 1% » [ERERE T SV DS A B by quartile expenditure group, the expenditure

A I 21%%5% TJ f;:JJ RS HVEND share Qf food was 41% in the first .quartile

AOE=E] > o+ E 2RIz o expenditure group, which was considerably

larger than the 21% in the fourth quartile
expenditure group. Similar phenomenon was
observed for electricity, gas and water, and
alcohoalic drinks and tobacco.

ﬂ%’f@"’ 2O PLIREILER R T Note: “ Quartile expenditure groups These are the four
ETT ST BB o S A< 52 [T 25% groups of households that have been equally
[ZETRIT- A FE Y 25%Z LT R divided based on expenditure level — the group of
Al %%7% o 25% of households having the lowest expenditure

levels; the group of the next 25%; etc.
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1 22 il 3= EOE L > AR e (ep = 1.22 It is interesting to note that while the
F; YRS F“f: L SNl SR LJ share of food in total household expenditure was
E};ii’gl IFHEr Vg A« 57— ~ 2 larger for households with lower total
PUfpY 5 B ﬂ“ ff a“f' 2T gt 'F'Jévaj expenditure, the opposite was true for the share
“bplﬁu IR H[Jlﬁﬁlﬂ,i}?’[ 3 v 52% * of meals bought away from home within the
59% - 66% %+ 67% - food section. The percentage shares of

expenditure on meals bought away from home
for the first, second, third and fourth quartile
expenditure groups were 52%, 59%, 66% and
67% of total food expenditure respectively.
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Chart3 Household Expendlture Patter ns by Quartile Expenditure Group
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Box 1.7 Per centage of Expenditure on Food by Quartile Expenditure Group
ek [KPH g6k AR A G AR fﬁﬁq[’“’ﬁ? i AR
Thelowest 25% - The second-25% - Thethird 25% - The highest: 25% Overall
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
e R 52 59 66 67 63
Meals bought -aniay
fromhome
Al O e 48 41 34 33 37
Food (excl ud|ng meal£
bought away from:home)
i 100 100 100 100 100
Food
1.23 A~ ?JFFE FIFEEFIR S HYEF 1.23 The expenditure shares of clothing and
+ "“‘7] P P“';J B AT L ﬁg footwear, durable goods and miscellaneous
e ;I%FFI} FURH P fi P55 kB services, however, increased generally from the
“”HJHI*?WFEW ° 3] F)?]ﬁuf IE2auiiE lower quartile expenditure groups to the higher
Ean ﬁ[‘ﬁqﬂ%} ’+F A I [ﬁlfyﬁf, » Tk quartile expenditure groups. The expenditure
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guartile expenditure groups. The expenditure
share on transport was relatively higher for the
highest quartile expenditure group but broadly
similar in the other quartile expenditure groups.
As for housing, the expenditure share was
relatively lower for the lowest quartile
expenditure group but approximately the same in
the other quartile expenditure groups. It was
mainly attributable to the lower housing
expenditure of the lowest quartile expenditure
group, resulting from the effect of one-off relief
measures, such as Government’s payment of
public housing rentals and public housing rental
waiver by Housing Authority.
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Household expenditure patterns by
geographical area (Table 6)
124 The survey results showed that

WRE 18 IR e S housenolds residing on
Box 1.8 Percentage of Households by Type of Housing Hong Kong Island had a
Public  Subsidised  Private Al (average monthly  at

housing - housing - “housing - housing | $30,128) than households

AR 18% 11% 71% i00% | residing in Kowloon
Hong Kong Island ($20,174) and the New
Jk 34% 15% 51% 100% | Teritories  ($19,440),
Kowloon particularly  for the
B 30% 24% 46% 100% | spending on housing.
New Territories This could be partly
R : : : : explained by the fact
ﬁig; i 2220 Al 2% 100%_| that a larger proportion
of households on Hong

Kong Island resided in private housing where the
housing costs were on average higher than those
in Kowloon and the New Territories.
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Chart 4 Household Expenditure Patter ns by Geographical Area
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1.25 Households residing on Hong Kong
Island spent a slightly higher proportion of their
expenditure on miscellaneous services than
households residing in other areas, but a
significantly smaller proportion on food.

Household expenditure patterns by type of
housing (Table 7)

1.26 Households in public housing spent a
higher proportion of their expenditure on food
and a much smaller proportion on housing than
those in subsidised and private housing. This
could partly be explained by the fact that
households in public housing normaly paid a
rent lower than that of households in subsidised
and private housing. Moreover, the one-off
relief measures related to housing expenditure
implemented during the survey period, such as
rates concession, Government’s payment of
public housing rentals, had a larger alleviating
impact on the households in public housing.
During the survey period, households in public
housing spent on average $1,160 a month on
housing, whereas the amounts spent by
households in subsidised and private housing
were $6,529 and $10,647 respectively.

1.27 The survey results al'so showed that the
average total household expenditure for
households in public housing ($10,569) was 45%
and 63% lower than that for households in
subsidised housing ($19,288) and private housing
($28,715) respectively. However, the levels of
expenditure on food for households in different
types of housing were more comparable. The
amount of average monthly expenditure on food
for households in public housing was $4,786,
while those for households in subsidised and
private housing were $5,832 and $6,475
respectively.
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Box 1.9 Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commaodity/Ser vice Section by Type of Housing
SRR e R
Public-housing Subsidised-housing Private housing
9 (%0) ) (%0) ) (%)
=& ff[! 4,786 45 5,832 30 6,475 23
Food
S »"/ﬁ 2,801 27 3,585 19 4,241 15
Meals bought away
from home
,\ﬂff} CP w7 ’,'//,L/ 2D 1,985 19 2,247 12 2,234 8
Food (excl udmg mea{;
bought away fromhome)
IS 1,160 11 6,529 34 10,647 37
Housing
EUST| 897 8 1,397 7 2,442 9
Transport
RS 1,609 15 2,617 14 4,793 17
Miscellaneous services
Py 2,117 20 2,912 15 4,359 15
Others
| F:ﬂ Fﬁ[}@% RSS2 10,569 100 19,288 100 28,715 100
All:commaodity/service sections
1. 28 ) iﬁ% Fip&%uﬂl ’ [ﬁ T 1.28 Among the nine commodity/service
EA RN RS = s i ENIIRb S = S UL A sections, the top four with the largest expenditure
T Flg Jfgﬁﬁ FEFIRASS - *Fzg'b*xg ; shares, in descending order, were food,
By I A RAIE S B 0 E i EI[J (A% miscellaneous services, housing and transport for
FLEE ﬁ ,[5 %@fﬁﬁ@w%bﬂ\ﬁm o 3 households in public housing; and housing, food,
<] g'fjr [ A R SR J %“}Efi EY miscellaneous services and transport for househol ds

80% > SfEyelg B 2 - [%p%' B R
B 85% o

et

- szl =— FEF ]

kel T
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in subsidised and private housing. The share of
total expenditure accounted for by these four
components was 80% for households residing in
public housing, and was both 85% for those
residing in subsidised housing and private housing.
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Household expenditure patterns by tenure of
accommodation (Table 8)

1.29 Chart 5 shows the expenditure patterns of
households residing in subsidised and private
housing by type of tenure of accommodation. The

I > LR 2RI TR 1 o | households whose accommodations were provided

Brpl P R A lﬁﬂ Jr:fF‘E?L g by employers had the highest average household

A ( cﬂf N = HE "f” * expenditure, followed by sole tenants and

I AU ) ﬁ w R o owner-occupiers. The average expenditure of the
households whose accommodations were provided
by employers was about 80% higher than that of
other renters (including main/sub-/co-tenants and
rent-free househol ds).

= 8 R S (= AT Y 2 F TR AT

Chart 5 Household Expendlture Patterns by Selected Tenure of
Accommodation
35,000 33,865 |:| s
15% Miscellaneous
30,000 e 29,051 savices
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25 000 ) ) 5% 25,560 o / e %#Fz :
—~ ' | 1% 4% 7% ; ; i =Hip
6:2 \\:\\\ 0 / 4% % 402 -~ Miscellaneous goods|
(] "
~ “4 AN/ S e 9% 1P
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- % W2 4 >
i el L
= g 000 — % Clothing and
= & 15 £ * footwear
m 2 38% 37% 35% e 3% e
%‘ :;iholic drinks and
= 10000 4% tobacco
| [
5,000 - ul Electricity, gasand
21% : 25% : 21% 21% water
: : inal 0
0 o Housing
] i
Food
Fe Bl
i fi I PR o e
Accommodation Owner-occupier Sole tenant Other renters
provided by
employer
e
Tenure of accommodation
BRI T R S R AR R R A
Other renter$ include main tenan , sub-tenant, co-tenant and rent free household.
@ L\[ﬁgjﬁ/\a{gw%%l};ﬁ IS EFJ'FEFJ o
For subsidised and private housing only.
* L7 0.5%
less than 0.5%
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Household expenditure patterns by household size
(Tables 9 to 10)

1.30 It is obvious that household expenditure
generally increased with the size of household.
The survey results revealed that as household size
increased, the proportions of expenditure spent on
miscellaneous services were generaly larger
whereas that on housing was smaller.  For
households with five persons or more, the
proportion of expenditure on miscellaneous services
was about twice that for one-person households.
The larger expenditure share was mainly due to
more expenditure on school fees, household
services and package tours.

131 Food and housing comprised the two
largest shares of total household expenditure
irrespective of household size. The total
proportion spent on these two components
decreased gradually from 67% for one-person
households to 52% for households with six persons
or more.

1.32 It is also interesting to note that
households with 1 person and 2 persons spent 72%
and 65% of their respective food expenditure on
meals bought away from home; while households
with five persons or more only spent |ess than 60%
on meals bought away from home. This indicated
that smaller households had a higher tendency to
have meas away from home than larger
househol ds.

1.33 While total household expenditure
increased as household size increased, the average
amount of spending per person generally decreased
as household size increased. This was observed
for the overall expenditure as well as expenditure
on various commodity/service sections. The
extent of decrease in per capita spending as
household size increased differed across sections.
For instance, the rate of decrease in the amount of
spending on housing was the highest.  Such
phenomenon could partly be explained by the
different extents of economy of scae in the
consumption of different commodities/services as
household size increased.

20 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
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Chart 6 Household Expenditure Patter ns by Household Size
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Household expenditure patterns by household
composition (Table 11)

1.34 When analysing household expenditure
by household composition, it is observed that
single-person households had somewhat different
expenditure patterns compared with other types
of households. They generally spent a greater
share of their total expenditure on housing than
households in the other categories.

TORIE! L1 5 1 E ™ A T st OB o
Box 1.11 Household Expenditure Shares by Commodity/Ser vice Section by
Selected Household -Composition
t’lj; s E @[IH
Ej2 \Elgﬁlﬁtﬁ i \E!@lfﬁ e
WG Wi gt Il
rieh Ei Rl Head, spouse Head, spouse Head, spouse
Single person Head & spouse & 1child & 2 children & -3.or.more children
ﬁfﬁﬁ 22% 26% 29% 33% 36%
Food
T L "/ﬁ 16% 17% 19% 20% 22%
Meals bought away.
from home
/&4 CT 77)‘/// S 6% 9% 1% 12% 14%
Food (excl ud| ng mea[s
bought away from home)
G 44% 36% 33% 27% 22%
Housing
] 7% 10% 9% 8% 9%
Transport
FEEIRES 11% 11% 14% 16% 16%
Miscellaneous services
Hpy 15% 17% 15% 16% 17%
Others
E| Ff[lha‘f%,; ST 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
All:commaodity/service
sections
135 ph- REFEEEERL > 2 Bt 1.35 It is also interesting to note that the more
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children in the households, the larger was the share
of expenditure on food and the smdler was the
share on housing. Moreover, among the
expenditure on food, the proportion of expenditure
on meals bought away from home for households
with child(ren) was generally smdler than
households without child. This indicated that
households without children had a higher tendency
to have meds away from home than households
with child(ren).

22 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
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Household expenditure patterns by number of
earners and dependency ratio (Tables 12 to 13)

1.36 It can be observed that household
expenditure generaly increased as the number of
earners in a household increased but decreased as
the dependency ratio® increased. Households
with alarger number of earners generally spent a
higher percentage of tota expenditure on

clothing and footwear, transport and
miscellaneous services, and a lower proportion
on housing.

I

B s S ES BT O E TR A

* Pt 0.5%
lessthan 0.5%

Number of earners

Chart 7 Household Expenditure Patterns by Number of Earners
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Note. © Dependency ratio Ratio of the number of

non-earners to the number of earners.
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1.37 It is observed that for households with
a higher dependency ratio, expenditure share of
food (excluding meals bought away from home)
was generally higher.
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Chart 8 Household Expenditure Patter ns by Dependency Ratio
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Household expenditure patterns by activity
status of household head (Table 14)

1.38 Households of which the head was an
employer spent significantly more per month in
absolute terms ($41,813) than other categories of
households. Compared with the latter, they
spent lower percentage of their expenditure on
food but generally higher proportions of
expenditure on housing, miscellaneous services
and transport.

2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
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Household expenditure patterns by
Classification of Individual Consumption
According to Purpose (COI COP) (Table 16)

1.39 COICOP is a magor internationa
classification  for  classifying  individual
consumption commodities and services and
facilitating  inter-economy  comparison  of
household expenditure pattern. Table 16 shows
the consumption expenditures incurred by
househol ds based on this classification.
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Reliability of Sample Estimates

1.40 The HES was conducted on a
scientifically selected sample. Results of the
HES are subject to sampling errors, which refer
to the variability among estimates from different
samples of the population which can be drawn
with a given sampling design. In general, the
magnitude of sampling errors depends on the
sampling method and the sample size.
Estimates  of finer breakdowns  of
commodities/services or estimates relating to
small groups of households (e.g. households with
head and 3 or more child(ren) only) are subject
to relatively large sampling errors. Details of
the method used in estimating the sampling
errors  for  household expenditures and
expenditure shares obtained from the HES are
described in the Annex to Appendix 3.

141  The estimated relative standard errors®
for expenditure shares of individual commodity/
service sections for households covered by the
Composite CPI were generally less than 5% of
the estimates. Among the various
commodity/service sections, the relative standard
errors were relatively low for food and housing.
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Notee © Relative standard errors The ratio of the
sampling error to the sample estimate.
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errors, which may exist even in a complete
census. Such errors can be attributed to many
sources including non-response, unwillingness or
inability of respondents to provide correct
information, and errors in recording, coding and
processing the data. Non-sampling errors are
difficult to measure. In order to minimise both
sampling and non-sampling errors, every effort
was made to devise and implement an efficient
sample design, to adopt proper methods of
handling non-response and to take tight quality
control measures in the data collection and data
processing stages.
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I ntroduction

2.1 The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is an
important economic indicator for measuring
inflation affecting households. The basket of
goods and services and the expenditure weights
used in compiling the CPI have to be updated
regularly to ensure that the index can reflect
consumer price changes adequately. The
Household Expenditure Survey (HES) provides
essentia  inputs for updating the above
parameters of the CPl. The technical details on
the computation formula for the CPI are given

in Appendix 1.

2.2 In Hong Kong, the rebasing of the CPI
and the updating of its weights are carried out
once every five years. This practice conforms
to international standards. The need for
updating the CPI arises because the expenditure
patterns of households change gradualy over
time due to changes in the income level and
socio-economic characteristics of the population,
emergence of new items of consumer goods and
services, as well as changes in consumer life
styles, preferences and market trends.

Expenditure Ranges of the 2009/10-
based CPIs

2.3 Starting from the 1979/80-based series,
the expenditure ranges of the CPI(A), CPI(B)
and CPI(C) (previously known as Hang Seng
CPl) series were defined in terms of the
percentage distribution of households by
expenditure which was derived from the HES.
To maintain comparability of the various index
series over time, the same basis of demarcation
was retained in determining the expenditure by
ranges of the 2009/10-based series.
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24 In the 2009/10-based CPI series, the
CPI(A) continues to relate to about 50% of
households in the reatively low expenditure

range, which had an
average monthly
expenditure of $4,500 -
$18,499 during the base
period of  October
2009 to September
2010. The CPI(B)
relates to the next 30%
of households in the
medium  expenditure
range, which had an
average monthly
expenditure of
$18,500 - $32,499 in
2009/10. The CPI(C)

relates to the next 10%
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of households in the
relatively high expenditure range, which had an
average monthly expenditure of $32,500 -
$65,999 in the same base period. In addition, a
Composite CPI is adso compiled based on the
aggregate expenditure pattern of al of the
households covered by the CPI(A), CPI(B) and
CPI(C), which had an average monthly
expenditure of $4,500 - $65,999.

Some Changes in the Classification
Framework of the CPI

25 The classfication framework of the CHI
was ds0 reviewed in this rebasng exercise
Compared with the 2004/05-based CPI series, the
total number of commodity/service groups remained
a 94 in the 2009/10-based CPI series. Certan
groups had been renamed to reflect the changes in
the consumer market in recent years. For ingance,
the groups “Computer and telecommunication
equipments’ and “Telephone and  other
communication services’ in the 2004/05-based CPI
series will be renamed to “Information technology
and  tdecommunication equipment” and

“Information and communication  Services’
respectively in the 2009/10-based series.
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Updating of the CPI Basket

2.6 Based on the results of the
2009/10 HES, certain new items of goods and
services with increasing popularity were added to
the CPI basket while some obsolete items which
had become insignificant were deleted from the
basket. Some items of goods and services
added to the basket are Japanese alcoholic drinks,
Ngong Ping Cable Car fares, school fees on
playgroups and mini warehouses. Meanwhile,
items such as repair service charges on
refrigerator and sound equipment as well as
cyber café charges were removed from the
basket.

Expenditure Weights of the 2009/10-
based CPI Series

2.7 A new set of expenditure weights was
derived for individua commodity/service items
in the CPI basket mainly based on the results of
the 2009/10 HES. In the process of deriving the
new expenditure weights, the results of the
2009/10 HES were cross-checked with relevant
data from other independent  sources.
Adjustments were made where appropriate to
ensure that the expenditure weights of the CPIs
would reflect household consumption patterns
more realistically.

2.8 During the survey period, household
expenditures were affected by various
Government’s one-off relief measures, namely
rates concession, Government’s payment of
public housing rentals, public housing rentd
waiver by Housing Authority, Government’s
provision of electricity charge subsidy and the
suspension of Employees Retraining Levy.
Since the impact of these measures on household
expenditure was  considered  temporary,
adjustments were made to net out the impact of
these measures when deriving the new set of
expenditure weights.
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Changes in Expenditure Patterns
between 2004/05 and 2009/10

29 Compared with the expenditure
weights for the 2004/05-based CPls, the
expenditure weights of housing increased in al
the CPIs; whereas the expenditure weights of
electricity, gas and water, alcoholic drinks and
tobacco, clothing and footwear, miscellaneous
goods and transport declined in al the CPIs.  As
for other commodity/service sections, the
expenditure weights in different CPIs did not
change in the same direction. Detailed analyses
of the changes in the weighting patterns of the
CPIs between 2004/05 and 2009/10 are presented
below.

Food

210 The expenditure weight of meals
bought away from home, which accounts for a
dominant share of the food section, decreased by
0.2 percentage point in the CPI(C), and increased
by 0.2 to 0.6 percentage point in the other three
CPIs. The decrease in expenditure weight of
meal s bought away from home in CPI(C) mainly
occurred in Cantonese and Western restaurants,
while the increases in CPI(A) and CPI(B) mainly
occurred in fast food shops.

211 As for food (excluding meals bought
awvay from home), the weight increased by
0.3 percentage point in the Composite CPI, and
1.0 and 0.7 percentage points in the CPI(A) and
CPI(C) respectively. That in the CPI(B) had
decreased by 0.4 percentage point.

212 On the whole, the expenditure weight
of food increased by 0.5 percentage point in the
Composite CPI; and 1.6 and 0.5 percentage
points in the CPI(A) and CPI(C) respectively.
That in the CPI(B) had decreased by
0.2 percentage point.
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Box 2.2 Expenditure Weights of the 2004/05-based and 2009/10-based CPIs
P FEAPSPIRIE PRI R T
Commodity/Service Composite CPI CPI(A) CPI(B) CPI(C)
Section
2004/05 2009/10 2004/05 2009/10 2004/05 2009/10 2004/05 2009/10
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
éig”}, 26.94 27.45 32.10 33.68 27.32 27.16 20.41 20.87
Food
T 7 ’/ﬁ 16.86 17.07 18.63 19.23 17.65 17.90 13.74 13.55
Meals bought away
from home
/77/( T Wi // i "’/% ) 10.08 10.38 13.47 14.45 9.67 9.26 6.67 7.32
Food (excl udmg meals
bought away from
home)
B3 29.17 31.66 30.54 32.19 27.70 31.43 29.66 31.36
Housing
?#’J ARG 3.59 3.10 4.84 4.36 3.37 2.84 2.45 2.03
Electricity, gas-and water
T 0.87 0.59 1.35 0.91 0.79 0.56 0.42 0.29
Alcohalic drinks and
tobacco
Eidl) 3.91 3.45 2.81 2.60 4.28 3.45 4.67 4.39
Clothing and footwear
WE‘J‘T”'J#, 5.50 5.27 4.01 3.73 5.67 5.73 6.99 6.39
Durable goods
?‘EJE%*”JFE#I 4.78 4.17 4.68 3.87 4.76 4.17 4.91 4.49
Miscellaneous goods
LR 9.09 8.44 8.07 7.22 9.05 8.35 10.35 9.93
Transport
FEMRAS 16.15 15.87 11.60 11.44 17.06 16.31 20.14 20.25
Miscellaneous services
R 57 S Sy
P i 100.00 10000 10000 10000 10000 100.00 100.00  100.00
All-commodity/service
sections
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25, 1.7, 3.7 and 1.7 percentage points in the
Composite CPI, CPI(A), CPI(B) and CPI(C)
respectively.  This was mainly due to the
general rise in rental for private housing
compared to five years ago.

SR C

2.14 B S e CHY #’Jff’]‘}? 2.14 As for households in the CPI(B), the
Bt B A miﬁ— PET E?%’EF‘ notable increase in expenditure weight was also

[ P

FIE ISR - F) F%f& :

b

R ERE A S Ay partly related to a decrease in the proportion of
households residing in public housing and a
corresponding increase in the proportion of

household residing in private flats.

SRl 23 - BRFERRPVESTFIE
Box 2.3 Percentage of Households by Type of Housing
AEVEE R KL TE S
Public Subsidised Private All
housing housing housing housing
2004/05 -2009/10 - 2004/05 - 2009/10 - 2004/05 2009/10 - 2004/05 - 2009/10
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
SRR kT i 27 27 20 20 53 52 100 100
Composite CPI
PR 42 45 18 19 40 36 100 100
CPI(A)
Bl e 13 10 25 26 61 65 100 100
CPI(B)
RE i EeliEIe 14 10 86 90 100 100
CPI(C)
/?.%’/J » R R Electricity, gas and water
2.15 IE% F”*dﬁ f[m%?;r BTl L, 2.15 The expenditure weights of electricity,
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gas and water decreased by 0.4 to 0.5 percentage
point in each of the four CPIs, mainly due to
decreases in the expenditure shares of electricity
and towngas.

2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices



I B RR The Rebased Series of Consumer Price Indices
< Alcoholic drinks and tobacco

2.16 TEAE A pl;sg R ;fgig\g" 2.16 The expenditure weight of alcoholic
?JIE}“‘E((F[[ s ST AT TS R drinks and tobacco decreased in the Composite

0.3~ 04 oz&omm;&ﬁ *ﬂ"@flifglﬁjﬂ
EJ

CPI, CPI(A), CPI(B) and CPI(C), by 0.3, 0.4,

ORI A [ o = %Ii A3 % 0.2 and 0.1 percentage point respectively. The
Fge o decreases in the section weights were mainly
attributable to the decline in the expenditure on
Cigarettes.

* Clothing and footwear
2.17 r+ﬁ:F,1ﬁ fﬁal’%ﬁrﬁgﬁ[[ » (2 ETH] 2.17 Households in the Composite CPI
HE A Fgg S ’ spent on average
<+ 5 Ty 5~ RYRIEN 24 JPEVRAS g : 0.5 percentage point less
Zu i D Box 2.4 Expenditure Weight of Outerclothing of their expenditures on
0.5 ff&Frsi i 5 clothing and footwear as
%Jr T E R Men's Women's compared with 5 years
= P 2004/05 - 2009/10 - 2004/05 - 2009/10 ago. The expenditure
i jiﬁgr 1 (%) (%) (0 (%) weight declined 0.2 to
MY Ve smiedae om0 06 1.59 137 0.8 percentage point in
02 = ComposteCPI the other three CPls.
08 [HF150 |pugimiupiiirge 053 057 1.08 0.92 Among various  items
iﬁ 5% [cPiA) covered, men's and
OB Loggsinge 0% os2 1w 1z | WOmen's - outerciothing
s PUES | criB) contributed the largest
FACEN e msegge oso ot 200 ase | S1aes In the expenditure
R Y [ epi(o) on clothing and footwear.
B < P—g] 0 The proportion of
PIEER & BEGE A AR PR PR R expenditure on men's and women's
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outerclothing as a whole dropped by 0.1, 0.7 and
0.3 percentage point in the CPI(A), CPI(B) and
CPI(C) respectively.
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Durable goods

2.18 On the whole, the expenditure weight
of durable goods edged down dlightly by
0.2 percentage point in the Composite CPI.
The weight of durable goods showed a decline of
0.3 percentage point in the CPI(A). This was
mainly attributable to decline in the expenditure
share on information technology and
telecommunications equipment.  The weight
decreased by 0.6 percentage point in the CPI(C),
mainly due to the decline in the expenditure
share on visua and audio equipment.

Miscellaneous goods

2.19 The expenditure weight of
miscellaneous goods dropped in all the CPlIs.
The decline was mainly attributable to the
decrease in the amount of expenditure spent on
newspapers. This might be related to the trend
of reading news online as well as the availability
of free newspapers.

Transport

2.20 The expenditure weight of transport
decreased by 0.4 to 0.9 percentage point in each
of the four CPIs. This was mainly due to the
drop in the share of bus fares.

Miscellaneous services

221 In the miscellaneous services section,
the expenditure shares did not change in the
same direction in different CPI series. Marginal
increase in the expenditure share was recorded
for households in the CPI(C) mainly due to the
increases in the expenditure on package tours.
On the other hand, the expenditure shares of
miscellaneous services in the CPI(A) and CPI(B)
dropped by 0.2 and 0.8 percentage point
respectively. This was mainly attributable to
the decrease in the expenditure share of
information and communication services.

36 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
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Parallel Release of 2004/05-based and
2009/10-based CPIs

2.22 From  April 2011, the old
2004/05-based CPI series will be compiled and
published concurrently  with the new
2009/10-based index series until December 2011.
Starting from the reference month of January
2012, the old CPI series will be discontinued.

Impact of Changes in Expenditure
Patterns on Year-on-year Rates of
Changein the CPIs

2.23 Changes in expenditure weights over
time can be disaggregated into two components,
namely, (i) those due to changes in prices, and
(i) those due to changes in consumption
volumes which may result either from changesin
the quantity or quality of consumption. An
increase in the price level of a particular item
will result in a larger expenditure on that item
even if there is no change in the volume of
purchase.

2.24 The exposition of the computation
formula of the CPI and a hypothetical, numerical
example are included in Appendix 2 to illustrate
and confirm, in simpler form, that even if there
has been a significant shift in expenditure
weights due to price effects, insofar as there are
no changes in the volumes of consumption over
time, computation of the year-on-year rates of
changein the CPI will not be affected.
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Box 2.5 Impact of Changesin ExpendltureWeght onthe
Year-on-year Rates of Changeinthe CPIs
(D) T FFM=FT0F ”"#Jl%"fif“%f A P R AL e R (AR D R
SEFMEFIEERED
2004/05 Rebasing Exercise .~ --:CPl rebased from-1999/2000 (ol d series) to. 2004/05:(new series)
Sl e PR SRR [
Composite CPI CPI(A) CPI(B) CPI(C)
P BRI Pl Rl Pl 5 Pz £ R
New: - Old 2l New - -Old S New - Old 2 New: - Old - SE ]
series - series - Difference series - series- Difference series - series  Difference ‘series ' series - Difference)
(%) (%) (ol (%) (%) (Fror Ry () (%) (PR (%) (%) (PR
% poiﬁg % poingl!t; % poiﬁg % poiﬁg
2005
FE] Oct 1.3 1.8 -0.5 1217 -0.5 14 1.9 -0.5 13 19 -0.6
= E]-“Nov 1.2 1.7 -05 1115 -04 13 1.8 -0.5 1.2 1.7 -0.5
H-ZF] - Dec 1.3 1.8 -0.5 1.3 1.7 -0.4 1.4 1.9 -0.5 13 1.9 -0.6
2006
=k Jan 19 2.6 -0.7 1623 -0.7 2.0 2.7 -0.7 20 2.8 -0.8
=] Feb 1.2 1.6 -0.4 1.1 1.3 -0:.2 1.2 1.7 -0.5 14 1.9 -05
(1) = FF T R PR 50— R RIS F T (TR
i’?%”?‘l“** FE R
2009/10 Rebasing Exercise -~ 'CPl rebased from:2004/05 (old series) to-2009/10 (new: series)
ok f, L I'EHC‘F'@'T R I'EJ'#F’I%'T R R f’%ﬂ'?ﬁ%&f [RE I'EHF‘F’I%'T
Composite CP CPI(A) CPRI(B) CPI(C)
el ol FI|-E ] L allR-" gl PRI B
New - Old £l New Old [ New Old 2l New - Old >
series - series Difference series  series Difference series - series: Difference series series Difference)
(%) (%) Elﬁ&f (%) (%) (fu’}%ﬁ (%) (%) (Eu’}%ﬁ (%) (%) (Ely’}%ﬁ
% point) % point) % point) % point)
2010
4 E] Oct 25 2.6 -0.1 3031 -0.1 2.3 25 -0.2 2.1 2.0 +0.1
H-=E[“Nov 2.8 2.9 -0.1 3334 -0.1 2.5 2.8 -0.3 25 2.6 -0.1
4.7 5 Dec 29 31 -0.2 3335 -0.2 2.7 3.0 -0.3 2.8 2.7 +0.1
2011
= E| Jan 34 3.6 -0.2 3639 -0.3 3.2 3.6 -04 35 34 +0.1
SR Feb 3.6 3.7 -0.1 3839 -0.1 35 3.7 -0.2 35 34 +0.1
FH - R RS 38 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey

72, %r s J{Fffgﬁlﬁ; and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices



FIR S P

The Rebased Series of Consumer Price Indices

225 IJFTEBY AR RS R
DAL = 1%’“;15} i B
J‘J: %%J R 2 SRR
fﬁ%@fﬂﬂ@i‘f MHIJ,E RN mEE
= LRI T #’u gv@mt'
—j;[%ﬁ?: FEPIE E[Fgﬁf
E E ff*u%?ﬂ?@@f IJEH‘I E&H%?E (&
P fﬁ@v@fﬂﬁw pHED T[T

2.26 NN [‘Jiﬁdé'r%'ﬁ"l’_ﬁlw R
uli::%0 (p ﬁ?’r*‘* %{Iﬁ@ﬂ*) R

TS > 71 "fF I ]
mvﬂfﬁ ﬁﬂ B e pwg
R ) w iy AR
% jr]]“l—-—zy' .ﬁ:ﬁwﬁ [ T e A Efy]
pu uﬂ%’] By pJFfFFf[}ypglrﬁEHf
4 0 T
%@ T F&jﬁ%‘qﬁ{yﬁ LR BTN J?F’ﬂ"

(AL T fﬁl[lﬂ‘& L RIR
ﬁ&]%ﬁ]ﬁgiﬁﬁﬂﬁ %: 5% [ [P,"E;:']‘E;u

I s e %JEJ[”I ik

2.27 i?ﬁ'}: plfgr P ELEL
R - FEeE - FF R MY
P IE?’[E‘\@WUFUH’ = %”\Eﬁj} pjmf L P4,
TRl ’IE R T WM R M
/;139?#1 'le%?ﬁ%‘?’%‘flf’:r@ﬁiﬁwgﬁq}
el F'H\?E“%’ﬁﬁ} AR
s TN =

ZFFE - FE B AFE S
b;ﬂﬁ*iﬂﬂ P EER

2.25 Comparisons of the year-on-year rates
of change in the CPIs compiled based on the old
and new expenditure weights had been
undertaken. It is observed that the new
2009/10-based CPI series generally show smaller
year-on-year rates of increase than the old
2004/05-based series.  This phenomenon is
consistent with that observed in the
2004/05 rebasing exercise, when smaller rates of
increase were recorded for the new CPI series
compared with the old CPI series.

2.26 The above phenomenon is attributable
to the fact that people tend to buy more of the
goods and services with relatively smaller price
increases (or relatively larger price decreases)
and less of those with larger price increases (or
smaler price decreases). For instance,
compared with 2004/05, households spent a
greater share of their expenditure on products
such as digita single-lens reflex camera and
portable computers, the prices of which have
been falling. Due to such substitution effect,
CPlIs based on fixed consumption patterns tend to
over-estimate price increases or under-estimate
price decreases over time. Hence, it is
necessary to conduct a fresh round of HES after a
lapse of severa years.

2.27 While the magnitudes of the
year-on-year changes in the 2009/10-based and
2004/05-based CPIs are somewhat different, the
genera increasing trend in the inflation rate since
the fourth quarter of 2010 was observed in all the
four new CPI series, asisintheold CPI series.
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Linking the New and Old CPI Series

2.28 The 2009/10-based and 2004/05-based
CPIs cannot be directly compared with each
other. However, with reference to the index
values of the two series during an overlapping
period, a conversion factor can be derived for
re-scaling a series to make it comparable with
the other.

2.29 The 2004/05-based and 2009/10-based
series of the Composite CPl have an average
value of 111.3 and 100 respectively for the
overlapping period October 2009 to September
2010. Thus the index for a particular month in
the 2004/05-based series can be re-scaled to the
new series by multiplying the index by a factor
of 100/111.3. Similarly, conversion factors for
other CPI series can be derived to facilitate
comparison of indices with different base
periods.
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I ntroduction

3.1 This chapter provides a brief
description of the concepts and methods for
compiling the Consumer Price Index (CPI), and
how to apply and interpret the index. Technical
details on the computation formula for the CPI
and the exposition of the formula are given
in Appendices 1 and 2 respectively.

Relationship between the HES and CPI

3.2 The Household Expenditure Survey
(HES) provides essential inputs to the
compilation of the CPI. The survey is
conducted once every five years to collect
up-to-date information on the expenditure
patterns of households for updating the
expenditure weights used in compiling the CPI.

3.3 Two kinds of information are required
for compiling the CPl. First, a ‘basket’ of
consumer goods and services commonly
purchased by households and a weighting system
reflecting the relative importance of individual
items in the basket, in terms of their shares in the
overall household expenditure, have to be
established. Since consumers spend more on
some items than on others, similar price
movements in different items may have different
impacts on the overall price change.

34 Second, data on the price movements
of various items of goods and services in the
basket have to be collected continuously so that
movements of market prices can be fully
reflected in the price indices.

2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
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individual itemsis derived from the results of the
HES. As for retail price data on goods and
services, they are collected from a continuous
pricing survey (see paragraphs 3.22 — 3.24 below
for details).

Composite CPI and the CPI(A), CPI(B)
and CPI(C)

3.6 Households in different expenditure
ranges have distinctively different expenditure
patterns. For instance, households in the higher
expenditure range spend relatively more on
clothing and footwear, durable goods, transport
and services while those in the lower expenditure
range spend relatively more on basic necessities
such as food and €eectricity, gas and water. The
impact of price changes on different household
groups may therefore vary considerably. Hence,
apart from the compilation of a CPl series to
reflect the impact of the overall consumer price
inflation, it is aso necessary to compile different
index series to reflect the impact of inflation on
householdsin different expenditure ranges.

3.7 Currently, three separate CPl series
relating to households in different expenditure
ranges are compiled in Hong Kong. The CPI(A)
relates to about 50% of households in the
relatively low expenditure range. The CPI(B)
relates to the next 30% of households in the
medium expenditure range. The CPI(C) relates
to the next 10% of households in the relatively
high expenditure range. In addition, a
Composite CPI is adso compiled based on the
aggregate expenditure pattern of al the above
households taken together for reflecting overal
consumer price inflation. The remaining 10% of
households at the top and the bottom of the
expenditure scale are excluded from the coverage
of the CPIs because their expenditures are either
too high or too low to be generdly representative.
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3.8 The CPI(C) was formerly known as the
Hang Seng CPI and was compiled by Hang Seng
Bank since 1974. Starting from the reference
month of July 1999, the data collection and
compilation work of the index have been taken up
by the Census and Statistics Department (C&SD)
and the index has been renamed as CPI(C). Apart
from being a standardisation of titles, the renaming
does not affect the compilation methodology nor
the continuity of the index series.

3.9 The expenditure levels of households
change in response to factors such as changes in
income level and prices. However, the household
expenditure patterns (i.e. relative expenditure
among various items of goods and services), which
are used in the computation of the CPIs, ae
relaively stable and change only gradudly over
time. Furthermore, dight changes in the
weightings for compiling CPIs would have
insgnificant impact on the movements of CPIs.
Hence, it is gppropriate to adopt fixed expenditure
weights for compiling CPIs for severd years after
each round of rebasing.

CPI after netting out the effects of
Gover nment’ s one-off measures

3.10 Since 2007, the Government has
implemented a number of one-off relief measures,
including the waiver of public housing rentas by
Housing Authority and Housing Society for the
month of February 2007; the rates concession of up
to $5,000 per quarter in April to September 2007
and January 2008 to March 2009; the waiver of
public housing rentals by Housing Society for the
month of February 2008; Government's payment
of public housing rentas in August to October
2008, August to September 2009 and July to
August 2010; the suspenson of Employees
Retraining Levy since August 2008; Government’s
monthly electricity charge subsidy of $300 to each
resdentid  eectricity account darting from
September 2008, subject to a maximum cumulative
amount of $3,600; the rates concession of up to
$1,500 per quarter in April 2009 to March 2011,
and the public housing renta waiver by Housing
Authority in September 2010.
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3.11 Implementation of these one-off relief
measures affects the year-on-year rates of change
of the CPIs in their effective months(s) and also
in the same month(s) next year. In the effective
month of a relief measure, consumers pay less
for the commodities or services concerned and
thus contributing to a lower CPI.  On the other
hand, if there is no such measure in the same
month next year, the CPl will resume to the
normal level and thus a year-on-year rate of
increase will be recorded when compared with
the relatively low base in the same month last
year, when there was a relief measure.

3.12 For discerning the inflationary trend
more clearly, the CPIs without accounting for the
effect of all Government’s one-off measures had
been compiled and released since February 2007.

Seasonally Adjusted CPI

3.13 Apart from the original CPI series, the
C&SD also compiles seasonally adjusted CPI
series. In general, the unadjusted CPIs are of
greater interest to consumers because they reflect
the month-to-month movements of the prices
that consumers actually pay for. However,
month-to-month changes based on the original
CPI series are affected by seasonal variations.
By removing these seasonal variations from the
series, figures for consecutive months can be
compared more meaningfully.  Hence, the
seasonally adjusted CPI series reflect more
clearly the underlying trends of the prices
concerned and are useful for analysing
short-term price movements.

3.14 Seasonally adjusted series may be
revised as more data become available.
Starting from October 2004, the seasonally
adjusted CPIs for the preceding three years are
revised each year when releasing the figures for
October.
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3.15 Starting from October 2008, the
seasonal adjustment of the CPI is compiled by
the X-12 ARIMA method to replace the previous
X-11 ARIMA method. The seasonally adjusted
CPI series since October 2005 have also been
revised using the new method. X-12 ARIMA
method is an update to the X-11 ARIMA method
with enhanced modelling and diagnostic
capabilities. The X-12 ARIMA method has
now been a standard method used by statistical
offices for performing seasonal adjustment of
statistical series in many countries/territories.

How to Apply and Interpret the CPI

3.16 The CPI measures changes in the price
level of consumer goods and services generally
purchased by households. Its year-on-year rate
of change is widely used as an indicator of
inflation or deflation affecting consumers.
Many organisations often make reference to the
rate of change in CPl when considering
adjustments to wages, salaries and various kinds
of charges and allowance. The CPI also serves
as an important input to economic analysis.
However, it should be noted that the CPI does
not measure the price movements of raw
materials which affect manufacturers, the price
movements of shipping services and commercial
insurance which affect importers and exporters,
and the movements in office rentals which affect
business undertakings. To measure changes of
these prices, other appropriate indicators should
be used.

3.17 Apart from the CPI, there are other
measures of inflation, such as gross domestic
product deflator and domestic demand deflator.
They are economy-wide measures of inflation.
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3.18 The CPI reflects the collective
experience of inflation for all households in
general. It may not correspond to the experience
of an individual household. As each household
has its own expenditure pattern and prices of
different consumer goods and services increase or
decrease at varying rates, inflation does not affect
all households to the same extent. Hence,
individual experience of price changes may differ
from movements of the CPI.

3.19 The CPI is an objective measure of the
average price changes of all goods and services
purchased by households. Some items of goods
and services may have drastic price changes while
some others may have only moderate changes.
The impact of drastic price changes in some
items, which people tend to be psychologically
more aware of, may be offset by other items with
only moderate price increases or decreases, which
people tend to pay little notice to. The CPI takes
a full account of such offsetting effects, which are
often overlooked by people.

3.20 The movement of the CPI is a
combined effect of price changes of the items of
goods and services in the CPl basket and
expenditure weights attached to them. Hence,
for an individual item with a relatively small
weight, even if its price has changed
significantly, the effect on the overall change in
the CP1 may be mild. On the other hand, if the
prices of items with large weights in the CPI are
relatively stable, they will have stabilising effects
on the movement of the overall CPI.

3.21 A change in expenditure due to a
change in quantity or quality of consumption
should not be confused with a change in
expenditure arising from a genuine change in
prices.  For instance, the expenditure of a
household may increase as a result of buying
more electrical appliances or more outbound
travels by its members. These changes should
not be attributed to price changes and hence to
inflation.

2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
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Monthly Retail Price Survey

3.22 A monthly retail price survey is
conducted by the C&SD to capture the price
changes of some 1000 pre-selected
commodity/service items included in the
household consumption basket. The C&SD
collects some 47000 price quotations each
month from different types of retail outlets (e.g.
supermarkets, market stalls, department stores
and fashion shops) and service providers (e.g.
cinemas, hospitals, tour companies and beauty
salons) throughout Hong Kong. The selection
of major types of retail outlets for pricing
individual items in the CPI basket is determined
based on the results of the HES.

3.23 Price data are collected mainly by
personal visits and some also through telephone
or postal enquiries. On average, about 10 000
field visits and 1 000 telephone calls are made to
some 4 000 retail outlets and service providers
each month.

3.24 As for principal services such as public
transport, electricity and postal services, price
data are either collected directly from the
providers concerned or obtained from
administrative records. Rental data on private
housing for new, renewed and continued lettings
are collected through a monthly sample survey
on renter households residing in private housing
and subsidised sale flats. Data on public
housing rental movements are regularly provided
by the Hong Kong Housing Authority and Hong
Kong Housing Society.
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The Rent I ndex

3.25 The rent index in the CPI consists of
two components, one on public housing and
another on private housing. The rent index for
private housing covers both rented dwellings and
owner-occupied  dwellings. Conceptually,
home ownership involves both a consumption
and an investment element. A rental
equivalence approach is adopted for calculating
the housing consumption cost  for
owner-occupiers.

3.26 Under the rental equivalence approach,
the expenditure on the consumption of housing
services by an owner-occupier is taken as the
estimated amount of rent which would have been
paid if the accommodation had been rented
instead of owned. The “rental equivalence” is
estimated with the assistance of the Rating and
Valuation Department by making reference to
the market rents charged for accommodations
with comparable characteristics, similar quality
and in similar locations.

Publication of the CPIs

3.27 Monthly figures on the CPls are
usually published in a press release around 20 to
23 days after the reference month. A “Monthly
Report on the Consumer Price Index”, which
contains detailed Dbreakdowns of relevant
statistics and analysis of the movements of the
various CPI series, is also published on the same
day. An “Annual Report on the Consumer
Price Index” is published in February every year
to give a comprehensive review of the
movements of the CPIs in the preceding year.
In addition, CPI figures are available on the
website of the C&SD.
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I ntroduction

4.1 This chapter provides a brief
description of the methods adopted for the
2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey (HES).
Technical details on sample design and
estimation method, questionnaire design, survey
operational procedures, and definitions of terms
are given in Appendices 3 to 6 respectively.

Scope and Coverage of the Survey

4.2 The 2009/10 HES covered all land
domestic households in Hong Kong, except
households receiving Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance (CSSA) which were covered
in a special survey conducted along with the
HES. Analysis of the expenditure patterns of
this category of households is undertaken
separately by the Social Welfare Department.
The updated expenditure patterns of such
households, as derived from the results of the
HES, are used in rebasing the Social Security
Assistance Index of Prices (SSAIP). The
SSAIP is compiled to reflect the impact of price
changes on households receiving CSSA.

4.3 Marine households and collective
households were not included in the HES. Also
not included were those households which were
away from Hong Kong during the reference
period of the survey.
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Survey Period

4.4 As consumers have different spending
patterns and habits in different seasons of a year,
it is necessary for the survey to cover a whole
year in order to take into account seasonal
variations in consumer spending. The 2009/10
HES, which lasted for a year, was conducted
during the period from October 2009 to
September 2010.

Consultation

4.5 The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a
main economic indicator to measure changes in
the price level of goods and services generally
purchased by households. It is widely used as
an important indicator of inflation or deflation
faced by consumers. Some employers use it as
a reference in adjusting salaries, wages and
various living allowances. In view of the
importance of the results of HES in rebasing the
CPlIs, it was necessary to solicit the views of
major users before conducting the HES. A
consultation paper outlining salient features of
the 2009/10 HES and the rebasing of the CPlIs
was sent to some 930 organisations including
trade  unions/associations,  chambers  of
commerce, research and academic institutions,
and government bureaux and departments in
September and October 2008. The views
received were carefully considered and
incorporated into the framework of the 2009/10
HES where appropriate.
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Pretest Survey

4.6 To test the survey design, in particular
the questionnaire design and various survey
operational procedures of the HES, a pretest
survey covering some 200 households in selected
areas of Hong Kong was conducted in June and
July 2009. Based on the results of the pretest
survey, the initial design of survey method and
procedures, and the layout of the expenditure
diaries were reviewed and suitably modified
where necessary. Additional validation rules
were introduced in the computer system to
ensure accuracy and consistency of the survey
data.

Confidentiality of Data on Individual
Households and Persons

4.7 The HES was conducted under the
Census and Statistics Ordinance as a voluntary
survey. According to the requirements of the
Ordinance, the department and all staff
concerned must keep all information pertaining
to individual households and persons in strict
confidence. Also, a gazette notice was to be
served whereby the purpose of the survey,
information to be collected, persons from whom
information to be sought and the date for
destruction of completed questionnaires have to
be stated. Such gazette notice was issued on
18 September 2009.
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4.8 Various measures were taken to
safeguard the confidentiality of data provided by
individual households and persons.  Firstly,
participating households were not required to
record names and addresses on the questionnaires;
instead, only code numbers were used to
distinguish  one household from another.
Secondly, all staff had signed an undertaking to
refrain from disclosing any information collected
from individual  households. Thirdly,
movements of survey questionnaires from one
place to another were closely controlled and
monitored to ensure that no unauthorised person
could have access to the documents. The
questionnaires were kept in safe custody after
processing and would be destroyed before the end
of October in 2011. Lastly, the survey results
would be published in the form of statistical
tables, from which particulars of individual
households and persons could not be identified.

Publicity

4.9 Past experience revealed that publicity
played an important role in promoting public
awareness of the survey concerned and hence
contributing to a higher response rate. With the
assistance of the Information  Services
Department, some publicity measures were
launched throughout the survey period of the
2009/10 HES to promote households'
participation and co-operation.

4.10 The publicity measures were varied in
nature. They included holding a talk on the CPI
and the HES for media workers, putting up
posters in District Council Offices and residential
buildings, publishing a feature article in consumer
magazine and issuing press releases. These
efforts were intended to inform the general public
of the purposes and requirements of the survey as
well as to encourage households to participate in
the survey. Emphasis was particularly made on
the pledge of safeguarding the confidentiality of
data reported by households.
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Comparison of Survey Findings with
Other Data Sour ces

411 Relevant data available from the
following independent sources were used to
check against the results of the HES in order to
assess the reliability of survey data. These data
sources include the following :

(i) trade statistics;

(ii) estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and its components;

(iii) household and personal characteristics
obtained in the General Household Survey;

(iv) results of other social and economic surveys
undertaken by the Census and Statistics
Department; and

(v) administrative statistics compiled by other
government departments.

4.12 Although the HES data are generally of
reliable quality, some minor adjustments based
on other data sources are still necessary so that a
set of expenditure weights which reflects
household  consumption patterns  more
realistically is available for compiling the new
CPI series.
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S Ll e

Computation of the CPl Weights

1. ISP R PR A 1. The weights of the Consumer Price
HIFETE Vo (= Fipy T Hjﬂﬂfl'”ﬂﬂﬁ‘”‘ﬁl : Index (CPI) represent the relative importance, in
Mk F b T ARR BT 2 terms of expenditure, of individual items in an
AR average household budget. The expenditure
weight of commodity/service k can be computed
by using the following formula :
Wk = i
Y
I Wi L K g ot
where is the weight assigned to commaodity/service k;
Y o RLERIRE KR Fﬁ#[ﬁ&%y;ﬁur
is the household expenditure on commodity/service k;
Yo RLE TR AR T e
is the total household expendlture on all commodltles/serwces included in the CPI
basket.
FTEN ?F]ﬁ'ﬂ”iﬁ??ﬁé(f Computation of the CPI
2. USRI ls S o5 8 SR 2R 2. The CPI is a base-weighted Laspeyres’
Zhrf ] »;ﬁ;u%'ﬁrﬁgrv [ F' IR SR type of index and can be expressed
mathematically as follows:
= & W, (39 100
Fox
i o 1) O JIERHLI t IR s e
where the CPI at time t with base period at time O;
Woo  RLIFTHUTETE T K FLIIRVR S A
is the expenditure weight for consumption item k in the base period;
Poc  RLTINFIE! K 7 RO $9(50RS

= R e 2 R

is the average price of consumptlon item k in the base period;
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Computation Formula for the CPI

Pu  RLIfISIE ki t IR IS

is the average price of consumpi

I E I i e e

f& s

ion item k at time t;

VSR P s -

means summing over all consumption items included in the CPI basket.

LalcEs %ﬂﬂ%@é’ﬁ% RLT B IR
'*F'J ERRE TS AGIRRTI i i
RLP AR A E?«ﬂvifglﬁ}u?@r k=
1& wﬁiiigro[ 7( E‘*M@Er g

A i R BT g

- et

IOEE eI FF R

LAEE
BRI R

60

The whole compilation process is in fact a
stepwise operation involving several levels,
namely, compilation of the item index at the
lowest level, then the sub-group index, the group
index, section index and finally the all-item
index. The same formula given above is used
to calculate the indices at different levels by
applying the appropriate weights at the
corresponding levels.
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Appendix 2 Exposition of the Computation Formula for the CPI

1. WFI ?Jﬁ;r"@@ RLEL A 1. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a
S B AT IJ?F[QW ;’rgﬁﬁ #’Jﬁ?" By 2 base-weighted Laspeyres’ type of index. The
ey & El‘ﬁ?}ﬂ&tl SRS ﬁ“ﬁd%plfﬁj CPI compilation formula actually has a built-in
E@Eﬁp %i EJF’E?L@E} Ed [FER) self adjusting mechanism to continuously take
P ftF@@i‘/EF RREISVRYE o FIE(ET into account the effect on year-on-year rates of
I%j@é change in the CPIs that are attributable to

changes in expenditure weights caused by
changes of prices.

= o = J O R ELI Y t J#l '&;’*Jﬁ}“’[gtr
Eet the CPI at time t with base perlod at time O.

lopre = OﬁFt"ﬂﬁF it t+12 ﬁFﬂUF{ ["’?J[Eﬁ‘ Vit
the CPI at time t+ 12 with base perlod at time O.

Pow = IfISPE! K BT S5
the average price of consumpflon item k in the base period.

Poc = ISR Kt SRS
the average price of consumptlon item k at time t.

Poe = AffisfIE kit t+ 12 ot SRS -
the average price of consumption item k at time t+12.

Que = IfFIWHE ki SRR -
the quantity of consumption item k in the base period.

Qu = IR kv tIWIpVgeE -
the quantity of consumption item k at time t.
PrEp IR [EF‘?’%\T%H iﬂj Lﬂ F‘Eﬁl The original Laspeyres’ formula for price index,
AR M@ﬁ pﬁ%"\;w P ETRIA P which purports to show how the cost of a
L specified basket of goods and services changes
over time, is:
L= AROQu [ | IE A
ot~ m 100 [summation over all items]
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Exposition of the Computation Formula for the CPI

Rk EJ A This can be further developed as follows:
[¢}
P
o = BN ><°k) 100 [ =1
a R Qo Ok
P B
(PR [rearranging]
= a—% " 100
a R oQ
_ é(OPOk Qo )X tk) 100 [Q Py Qo AL R FJE‘O@
a Ry Qo [further rearranging , given g R, >Q,, isa
constant]
= & W () 100 [ Wo ALIESFIE K i ALIFOR i)
Pox [ W, isthe expenditure weight for
consumption item k at the base period]
o  , e
= aW, ' 100 [ Wo, "RLIFTARIED K t JIpVRr f A lﬁ@
Yr=UR] IRV s py Rt B ]
[ W,,' is the expenditure weight for
consumption item Kk at time t, after taking into
account the change in price since the base
period]
2. [HF= f+§lﬁfﬁmﬁ #’JIW#’EHL 2. Thus, while the CPI in the base period

B E RIS S Sl é)@g@m#?{ﬂ[ )
*\'JIOO ERE Y Wuaﬁéﬁ IR

EJ,E[EMi t =T RIET R @@5@;*@
Fi 4] 100 RIS AU 5L
u@#‘@;ﬁrfﬁ [AfT R T 5T
r+[J) °

et

CFEFE - FFEH

BRI R

LT

is the sum of the expenditure weights of the
consumption items in the base period, multiplied
by a factor of 100, the CPI at time t is similarly
the sum of the updated expenditure weights of
the items (updated only based on price changes
since the base period but not any changes in
consumption volumes) at time t, multiplied by a
factor of 100.
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3. 10
P

HFE ELH‘F T t+12

3. Similarly, the CPI at time t+12 with
base period at time O is

P, i
lowz = @ Woy X ‘P”'k) 100

0,k

P P
& W, X)(5%)” 100

0,k t.k
= AW A {2 100
TR Ry

p
é. WO,k'>( ;12'k), 100

t.k

[ FRiay- FORe ot ey 4 BRI
[starting from the second last step set out |n
paragraph 1 above]

Pi _
[ ?k—ll
(%]

[rearranging]

[54 iy PRI popsf i+ B
[see last step set out in paragraph 1 above]

4. [ b 12 BT s
FLARE *‘E{El,j t+12 B = |‘Fr]F~ﬂJ{’:J:f"
RIS %?'**‘*J'f” BTEIE I t+12 py
'E“M:ﬁ( s TEEE t B[] 3 FJ[JF|J['FH?EJF~
) i - s R
I RIFHVRY MR A -

5. P T £ A s
(G 1 = ISR #’Jl?ﬁ“ gl :uﬁ[?
HED S FEPIEES ,ﬁ:igltff -
3—;1—»)“#;: E| i t W T e R Fjﬂ
LhL2 U]« - FRefeir 2 P10 B i
E [ %ﬁ{;gv@eﬂ W e FEE T
e R R AR

* BTy Hll

i

< HE e RS
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4. Thus at time t+12, the CPI is the
composite sum of the year-on-year price
relatives of all items at time t+12 (each relative
being the ratio of the price of an item at time
t+12 to its price at time t, i.e. a year earlier),
each weighted by the relevant updated
expenditureweight at timet.

5. To illustrate in simpler terms this
feature of the formula, consider the following
example involving a CPI basket with two items.
Suppose 2004/05 is the base period O, March
2009 is time t and March 2010 is time t+12.
The steps involved in compiling the CPI
numbers in March 2009 and March 2010, and the
year-on-year rate of change in March 2010, are
set out below:
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= D - HED PRy
EE et Bl Pncelndex
FuAER Ma = HHEM
Total expenditure 2004/05 EEIEF ZHH T S TR HEF S
in 2004/05 weight 2004/05 March 2009 March 2010
THETRT $1,000 33.3% 100 200 220
Item A
THES $2,000 66.7% 100 100 100
Item B
ekl $3,000 100% 100 1333 140
gl
CPI basket
COFFE S #’Jﬂf’g\f = (33.3% x 200) + (66.7% x 100) = 1333
(ZFFM=FIHF —100)
CPI for March 2009 (2004/05 = 100)
e e uyﬁ wiﬂﬁ;r"gir = (33.3% x 220) + (66.7% x 100) = 140
(2 FEME T = 100)
CPI for March 2010 (2004/05 = 100)
= g = (140-133.3)/133.3 x 100% = 5%
Year-on-year rate of change
6. P 572 % SYPURE e ! 6. Implicitly, as mathematically

:“

S TR g b
BRI FF e

R
P U

FoOFE D IET FHEF Z PSS

FiFG - BURR I R

demonstrated in paragraphs 3 and 4 above, the
steps actually involve an update of the
expenditure weights to March 2009 first and then
compilation based on price relatives in March
2010 with reference to March 2009. The steps,
seen in this perspective, are set out below:

=18 T F [glifiie
Ea s = Eiﬁﬁﬂ SRR S Pricel ndex
FRIGERS Total expenditure = Flieg IO TR
Total expenditure adjusted to March 2009 March 2009 =] = F
in 2004/05 price level weight March 2009 March 2010
SHETR $1,000 $2,000 50% 100 110
Item A
CHETe $2,000 $2,000 50% 100 100
Item B
pF R l'"F]' $3,000 $4,000 100% 100 105
b
CPI basket
TR 2 F U 'J'quﬂjl;r"gir = (50% x 100) + (50% x 100) = 100
(Z FF-7 = £]=100)
CPI for March 2009 (March 2009 = 100)
TFe FED p@jﬁg@%@#ﬁg{r = (50% x 110) + (50% x 100) = 105
(Z FF-7 = £]=100)
CPI for March 2010 (March 2009 = 100)
= g = (105-100) /100 x 100% = 5%
Year-on-year rate of change
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Unit of Enquiry, Sampling Unit and
Sampling Frame

1. In the 2009/10 Household Expenditure
Survey (HES), a household was the fundamental
unit of enquiry. For sample selection, a
quarters which might comprise one or more
households was the sampling unit. All
households found within a selected quarters
which was for residential or partially residential
purposes were to be included in the sample.

2. The sampling frame for the 2009/10
HES is derived from the frame of quarters which
consists of two parts: (i) Register of Quarters
(RQ) and (ii) Register of Segments (RS)
maintained by the Census and Statistics
Department (C&SD). The RQ contains
computerised records of all addresses of
permanent quarters in built-up areas (including
urban areas, new towns and other major
developed areas). Each unit of quarters is
identified by a unique address with details on the
street name, building name, floor number and
flat number. The RQ is updated regularly based
on information on erection of new buildings and
demolition of existing buildings received from
various sources like the Housing Department,
Buildings Department, Lands Department,
Government Gazatte. The RS contains records
of segments in non-built-up areas which are
delineated by relatively permanent and
identifiable landmarks such as footpath and river.
There are about 8 to 15 quarters in each segment.
The use of segments as the sampling unit in
non-built-up areas is necessary because the
quarters in these areas may not have clear
addresses and cannot be readily identified
individually.
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Sample Design

3. A stratified proportionate sample
design was adopted in the 2009/10 HES. A
similar sampling design has been adopted since
the 1984/85 round of the HES and the design
was found to be statistically efficient i.e. a higher
precision in the survey results can be achieved
compared to alternative sample designs given the
same amount of resources.

4. The survey population was classified
into homogeneous groups using stratifying
variables that are closely correlated with
household consumption expenditure, viz. “type
of housing”, “geographical areas” and “time”.

5. The type of housing in which a
household resides is an important stratification
factor because households residing in private,
subsidised, public and temporary housing usually
have different spending patterns. It is obvious
that households residing in private or subsidised
housing have a larger proportion of expenditure
on housing than households with similar income
but living in public or temporary housing.

6. In general, households in different
income ranges tend to have different expenditure
patterns; and there is correlation between
household income and the district of residence.
Hence, geographical area is another important
stratification  factor. According to the
household income distributions for each Tertiary
Planning Unit as obtained in the 2006 Population
By-census, the survey population was grouped
into different geographical areas. Based on
“type of housing” and *“geographical area”, a
total of 11 strata or homogeneous groups of
households were formed, with 10 strata from the
RQ and one stratum from the RS.
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7. Since the spending pattern of
households may vary in different periods of the
year, it is necessary that the survey covers an
entire year in order that seasonal variations in
spending can be taken into account. Therefore,
time was also used as an implicit stratification
factor.  The 12-month survey period was
divided into 26 bi-weekly cycles and each
sampled household was asked to take part in
only one cycle. This increased the
representativeness of the survey results and
reduced the reporting burden of households.

8. Within each of the 11 strata, systematic
selection of quarters/segment areas was applied.
A uniform sampling fraction was used across all
strata from the RQ and a smaller sampling
fraction was used for the stratum from the RS.
The sample was divided into 52 sub-samples.
Two  sub-samples of households were
enumerated in each of the 26 bi-weekly cycles of
the survey.

Sample Size

Q. The sample size for the 2009/10 HES
was determined taking into consideration the
desired precision of the survey results and
resources availability. To allow for
non-response and unsuitable cases (e.g. quarters
being vacant, demolished or not used for
residential purpose; collective households etc.), a
sample of some 11 000 quarters was drawn in
order to achieve the pre-determined target
number of some 6 000 cooperative households.

10. As the HES covered a 12-month period
and sample selection was carried out before the
survey commenced, two supplementary samples
of new quarters was drawn during the course of
the survey period to cover quarters in new
buildings.  The supplementary sample was
selected with the same sampling fraction as in
the master sample so as to simplify the
estimation procedures.
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Estimation M ethod

11. As a diary-keeping type survey,
response rate for the HES was lower than other
survey of simpler nature. In order to reduce the
possible  non-response  bias,  weighting
adjustments were made in the estimation process.

12. Non-responding  households  (for
example, non-contacts and refusals) could be
further distinguished into two groups: (i)
households which did not supply any
information, and (ii) households which provided
some basic information i.e. households which
dropped-out from the survey during the
diary-keeping period or refused to co-operate but
agreed to supply some expenditure-related data
on a simple supplementary questionnaire. To
cope with the non-response cases, sample
weighting adjustments were carried out in
deriving expenditure estimates from the survey
data. The total sample consisting of both
responding households and non-responding
households was grouped into weighting classes
and the results of each class weighted by the
inverse of the class response rate. The effect of
doing this is the same as imputing the
expenditure pattern of a non-responding
household based on the average expenditure
pattern of responding households in the same
weighting class. For those households with the
supplementary questionnaire completed,
post-survey strata were formed to serve as
weighting classes by cross-classification of
several expenditure-related variables (household
size and income) as well as some pre-survey
variables (type of housing and survey cycle).
For those households which provide absolutely
no information, only the pre-survey variables
were used to form weighting classes.
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13. In some situations, a household had
completed the diary survey but failed to furnish
some items of information, e.g. expenditure on
infrequently-purchased items. In this case,
imputation was carried out. Imputation classes
were formed according to household income,
household size, type of housing, survey area and
survey cycle. Imputation was then made for
missing expenditure data by adopting the
relevant data from a responding household
randomly selected from the same imputation
class.

14, Average monthly household
expenditure on individual items of commodity/
service and their expenditure shares were
estimated using formulae given in the Annex.
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1. A stratified random sampling scheme
with proportionate allocation was applied to the
2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey (HES).
11 pre-survey strata (hereafter called pre-strata)
were differentiated using “geographical area” and
“type of housing” as the stratifying variables.
Before applying the estimation formulae given
below for average expenditure and expenditure
weights, 36 post-survey strata (hereafter called
post-strata) were formed based on “household
size”, “household income” and “type of
housing”.

Estimation of Average
Household Expenditure

Monthly

2. The variables to be estimated were the
average monthly expenditure per household by
commodity/service and average  monthly
expenditure per household on all commodities
and services.

no. of sampled quarters in the hth pre-stratum in the kth cycle

Nh = 7 h )53 e o
no. of quarters in the hth pre-stratum
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pre-stratum in the kth cycle
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no. of non-responding households with some basic information provided (i.e.
dropped-out households + households with Supplementary Questionnaire
completed) in the hth pre-stratum in the pth post-stratum in the kth cycle
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total monthly expenditure on commodity/service s by responding household(s)
in the Ith quarters in the hth pre-stratum in the kth cycle
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Responding households refer to both wholly
co-operative households and partially
co-operative households.  Thus, Z included
some imputed expenditure for those partially
co-operative households. Post-stratum averages
of the responding households were weighted to
cover non-responding households who had
provided some basic information, while
pre-stratum averages were used to adjust for
non-responding households without providing
any information.
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Estimation of Expenditure Weights

3. Expenditure weights for a commodity/
service s were computed by expressing the total
expenditure for the commodity/service as a
percentage of the total expenditure on all
commodities and services:

Estimation of Sampling Errors

4. The Jackknife repeated replications
method was used to estimate the variances of
estimates for average expenditures and
expenditure shares. The Jackknife technique is
a variation of replicated sampling but it has more
degrees of freedom than the simple replicated
estimator and thus provides a more stable
estimate of the variance.

5. As there were two replicates for each
stratum, a set of 22 pseudo replicates were
formed by dropping out one replicate from each
stratum in turn, and duplicating the stratum'’s
other replicate. Let e be the estimator of the
population parameter E from the total sample.
Let e denotes the estimator from the tth pseudo
replicate and €' from its complement. The
variance for an estimator, e can then be
computed using the formula below:

die- o + (& 97
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1. The questionnaire adopted in the
2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey (HES)
consists of three parts, namely, Household
Schedule (Form HES 1), Expenditure Diary
(Form HES 2) and Questionnaire on
Infrequently-purchased Items (Form HES 4).
In addition, a Supplementary Questionnaire
(Form HES 3) is adopted for collecting some
basic information of the non-responding
households.

Household Schedule

2. The Household Schedule (Form
HES 1) was used to record information on
housing conditions, household particulars and
personal particulars of individual members of a
household.  Such information is useful for
analyzing the relationship between household
expenditure patterns and household
characteristics.

3. On housing and household particulars,
major data items collected include type of
housing, tenure, area of accommodation,
household size, etc. For personal particulars,
information on age, sex, education attainment,
activity status, occupation, income, relationship
with the head of household, etc. was collected
from each individual household member.

Expenditure Diary

4, The Expenditure Diary (Form HES 2)
served as an account book for households to
record particulars of all items of expenditure
incurred during the two-week diary-keeping
period. The diary book consisted of 14 record
sheets for recording the daily expenses during
the two-week period.
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5. Each household member aged 12 and
over was issued a copy of the Expenditure Diary.
They were not required to record their names on
the diary book. Only code numbers were used
to distinguish their identities.  During the
two-week period, the expenditure diary book was
kept by the member concerned and completed
record sheets were collected by the interviewer
on each visit. For household members below
the age of 12 and those who could not complete
the diary themselves for one reason or another,
their expenditure was included in the expenditure
record books of some other diary-keeping
members.

6. For each entry made in the Expenditure
Diary, the respondent was required to give
particulars of all items of expenditure. Major
data items collected include:

« adescription of the commodity/service item
- amount spent
+ quantity purchased

« type of retail outlet from which the purchase
was made

+ whether the commaodity/service item is
purchased via Internet

7. The Expenditure Diary also consisted
of special schedules for recording regular
payments such as rent, water and sewage
charges, electricity charges, etc., and payments
in kind and discount allowances provided by
employers or relatives. These special schedules
were designed to cater for such payments which
might not have been incurred in the two-week
period and thus increase the reliability of the
expenditure estimates.
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8. During the survey period of 2009/10
HES, the Government has implemented a number
of one-off relief measures which affected
household expenditure. In order to evaluate the
effect of these measures on household
expenditure, items on electricity charges, rent and
rates in the Expenditure Diary were enhanced to
collect information on expenditures on these items
both before and after government subsidy or
concession.

Questionnaire on
Purchased Items

I nfrequently-

Q. For  some infrequently-purchased
commodities and services (such as motor cars,
electrical appliances, furniture and outbound
package tours) for which very few cases were
likely to be captured within a short period of two
weeks, a 3-month reference period was adopted to
collect information on these infrequent purchases.
The Questionnaire on Infrequently-purchased
Items (Form HES 4) which contained a list of
relevant commodities/services was designed for
collecting information on expenditure which was
incurred  occasionally. Households  were
required to indicate details of purchases of these
items during the quarter of the year in which the
diary period fell.

10. The questionnaire was divided into two
parts. The first part (Form HES 4(1)) was
completed by the respondents during the
two-week diary-keeping period, giving details of
purchases backdated to the beginning of the
reference quarter. The second part (Form HES
4(2)) was left behind with the households for
them to record any purchases made between the
end of the diary-keeping period concerned and
the end of the quarter, and it was then collected
at the beginning of the following quarter. Past
experiences showed that with the use of a
3-month reference period and the recall method,
respondents could report more accurately details
of such infrequent purchases with minimum
memory errors.
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Supplementary Questionnaire

11. The Supplementary  Questionnaire
(Form HES 3) was specially designed for
collecting some basic information from
non-responding households so that analysis of
the possible non-response bias could be made.
In addition, information collected could provide
an objective basis for applying the weighting
adjustment method to take account of possible
non-response bias in the estimation process.

12. The Supplementary  Questionnaire
contained some simple and easy-to-answer
questions relating to household size and
composition, tenure, rent and household income
by broad group, all of which had a bearing on
household expenditure.
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Expenditure Survey (HES) were also divided
into 26 independent samples, with one sample of
households participated in the survey in each
cycle. About two weeks before the
commencement of each survey cycle,
recruitment letters were issued by the Census and
Statistics Department (C&SD) to the sampled
quarters informing households therein about the
details of the survey. The name of the
interviewer assigned to visit a given quarters was
printed on the letter sent to that address in order
to enhance the confidence of households in the
sampled quarters.

2. An interviewer called on households in
the selected address within two weeks after
despatch of the letter. He/she carried with
him/her a staff identity card and a certificate
issued by the C&SD authorising him/her to
conduct the survey and showed them to
household members when calling on a
household. The householder could check the
identity of the interviewer by reference to the
recruitment letter mailed to that address. After
confirming with the respondent that the correct
address had been located, the interviewer then
requested all households residing in the quarters
to participate in the survey and explained to them
in detail the purposes of the survey, the reporting
requirements and the confidentiality measures
that had been adopted to protect the data reported
by the households.
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3. If a household agreed to participate in
the survey, the interviewer gave each household
member aged 12 and over a copy of the
expenditure diary, and asked them to keep
records of their expenditures during the
two-week reference period.  For household
members below the age of 12 and those who
could not complete the diary themselves for one
reason or another, their expenditures were to be
incorporated in the records of other household
members.

4. If no one answered the door when the
interviewer called at an address, the interviewer
would ask the neighbours or the management
office of the building whether the quarters was
occupied and if so, when the occupants were
likely to be in. He/she then left behind a letter
requesting the household to telephone the C&SD
to make an appointment. The interviewer had
to make at least 6 calls at the same address, on
different days and at different times of the day
before a case was given up. If the interviewer
could not contact the households in the quarters
after 6 or more visits, he/she would leave behind
the Supplementary Questionnaire (Form HES 3)
together with a letter.  The non-contacted
household was requested to complete the
Supplementary Questionnaire and mail it back to
the C&SD using the postage-paid envelope.

5. Past  experience indicated that
households could be more easily contacted
during the evenings. Thus the interviewers were
required to work in the evening for at least 3
working days a week so as to maintain
satisfactory work progress.
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6. After recruiting the households to
participate in a given bi-weekly cycle, the
interviewers would contact each participating
household several times during the reference
two-week period by telephoning and paying
follow-up visits to them. During the follow-up
visits, they collected the completed expenditure
record sheets and performed on-the-spot checks
to ensure that the information was recorded
properly and there were no inconsistencies or
omissions in reporting. The telephone contacts
and follow-up visits also enabled the
interviewers to establish good relations with the
households so that they were less likely to drop
out from the survey and more willing to provide
the required information.

7. Apart from  providing detailed
information on the daily expenditure, the
households were also asked to supply
information on various household and personal
particulars and any regular payments they made
as well as receipts in kind (such as subsidised
accommodation) from their employers. The
interviewers also asked the households to
provide details of expenditure on
infrequently-purchased commaodities and
services. To avoid overburdening the
respondents, these questions were tactfully
spaced out over the two-week diary-keeping
period. For more details pertaining to the data
collected in the HES, please see Appendix 4.

8. As a token of appreciation, an
honorarium of $150 was given to each household
that had provided all the required information.

Q. In order to standardise the operational
procedures and to ensure good quality of the
survey data, all interviewers and office staff were
required to follow the procedures as stipulated in
their work manuals closely. Various control
forms were designed to record the flow of
questionnaires and for monitoring the progress of
fieldwork.
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Training of Staff

10. As the smooth completion of the HES
depended to a great extent on the co-operation of
the sampled households which in turn was
influenced by the skill and performance of the
field staff, the provision of adequate training for
interviewers was particularly important. Before
the survey commenced, intensive training in the
form of classroom lectures was given to all
interviewers. The aim was to acquaint them
with the concepts and definitions employed in
the HES, the purposes and requirements of the
survey and the operational procedures.

11. In addition to classroom training,
role-playing was organised so that the
interviewers could familiarise themselves with
the situation of actual interviews. On-the-job
training was also provided to interviewers.
They paid field visits with their supervisors who
evaluated their actual performance during
interviews and provided suitable guidance.
Arrangements were also made for more
experienced interviewers to conduct field visits
together with the new recruits before the latter
took up their work independently.

12. Throughout the entire survey period,
regular meetings were held with the interviewers
to enable them to exchange experience and to
feedback problems they encountered. These
meetings also served to continuously train
interviewers on the survey requirements and
techniques so that a high standard of
performance in fieldwork could be maintained.

13. Intensive training were also given to
the coders before the survey commenced so that
they could familiarise with the concepts and
definitions employed in the HES, the
requirements and operational procedures of the
survey. Meetings were also held among the
coders from time to time to discuss problems
they encountered.

2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices
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Data Processing
14. A computer-aided coding system,

which integrated data processing procedures
including editing, coding, data input and
validation checks into one system, was adopted.
Using the system, coders performed data editing,
coding and input simultaneously. Immediate
checks were performed by the computer system
to ensure data accuracy. This ensured the data
quality and accuracy as well as operational
efficiency.

Handling of
Households

Non-responding

15. When a household refused to keep
expenditure records despite all means of
persuasion, the household was requested to
provide some simple information relating to
household size and composition, tenure, rent and
broad income range to enable the interviewer to
complete the Supplementary Questionnaire
(Form HES 3). Similarly, when the interviewer
could not contact a household after six or more
visits, he/she would leave a Supplementary
Questionnaire together with a postage-paid
envelope and a covering letter requesting the
household to complete and return the
questionnaire to the C&SD by post. Among the
1 738 non-response households, 416 (24%) of
them completed the Supplementary
Questionnaire.

16. The information on the characteristics
of non-responding households was compared
with those of the responding households. The
comparison revealed that their profiles were
similar thus confirming the representativeness of
the responding households. The information
also provided an objective basis for applying the
weighting adjustment method to take into
account possible non-response bias in the
estimation.
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Activity Status — The population can be divided
into two groups, economically active population
and economically inactive population. The
economically active population is further divided
into the following categories:

(1) Employer —a person who works for profit or
fees in his/her own business/profession and
employs at least one person (other than
domestic helper) to work for him/her.

(2) Sdf-employed — a person who works for
profit or fees in  his/her own
business/profession, neither employed by
someone nor employing others.

(3) Employee — a person who works for an
employer (private companies or
government) for wages, salary, commission,
tips, or payments in kind. This also includes
domestic helper and paid family worker.

(4) Outworker — a person who is free to take
his/her work/materials home or anywhere
he/she likes for processing.

(5) Unpaid family worker — a person who works
for no pay in a family business. Food and
lodging and pocket money are not counted
as pay. However, if the workers receive
regular pay for the work performed, they
should be regarded as employees.

(6) Student worker — a full-time student who
performs some work for wage, salary,
payments in Kind, etc.

The above six categories constitute the
“employed population” which is defined as
persons aged 15 or over who are engaged in
performing work for pay or profit during the
seven days before recruitment for participation in
the survey, or have formal job attachment.
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(7) Unemployed — a person aged 15 or over is
classified as unemployed if the person is
without work, though available for work,
during the seven days before recruitment for
participation in the survey and has sought
work during the thirty days before
recruitment for participation in the survey.
Also included are persons who have sought
work but have not been available for work
because of temporary sickness; persons who
are waiting to take up a job, and persons
who are not seeking work because they
believe work is not available.

The economically inactive population is made up
of those persons who have not had a job and
have not been at work during the seven days
before recruitment for participation in the survey,
excluding persons who have been on
leave/holiday during the seven-day period and
persons who are unemployed. Persons such as
home-makers, retired persons and all those
below the age of 15 are thus included.

Age — The number of complete years since a
person’s birth.

Dependency Ratio — This is the ratio of the
number of non-earners to the number of earners.

Earner — A household member whose activity
status is either employer, employee, outworker,
student worker or self-employed and who
receives income from employment.

Expenditures — Household expenditures refer to
consumption expenditures on commodities and
services (including payments in kind), but do not
include the following items:

(1) business expenses, i.e. expenses which are
incurred in connection with business
activities and which are counted as cost to
the business or organisation for which the
activities are carried out;
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(2) outlays on behalf of other individuals which
will be repaid later;

(3) subscriptions to old-age societies and
savings clubs;

(4) investment amount;

(5) cash contributions to relatives and friends,
e.g. cash as gift;

(6) personal income tax;
(7) charities;

(8) overseas expenditure (including those
incurred in Macao and mainland China);
and

(9) remittances to abroad.

Household expenditures include all payments by
cash, credit card, autopay, credit account,
cheque, bankers’ order, cash coupon, payment by
phone systems and various means of electronic
payment systems, etc. Household expenditures
include all actual purchases made during the
survey period, even if the goods would be
delivered later. For payments made by credit
card or credit instalment, the full amount is
recorded on the day of purchase but not on the
day of payment.

For employer-subsidised, owner-occupied and
rent-free accommodations where the actual rent
is not paid out in full, a rent is imputed with the
assistance of the Rating and Valuation
Department to these accommodations. In the
case of resident domestic helpers, who are by
definition members of a household, cash wages
paid to them are taken as a household expense on
domestic service.
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Head of Household - The person who is
acknowledged as the head by other members of
the household. In general, the head of the
household is the person who:

(1) is recognised to be the major decision maker
of the household; or

(2) owns the household accommodation; or

(3) is legally responsible for the rent of the
accommodation; or

(4) has the accommodation as one of the
benefits of his/her employment.

Household — A household as referred to in the
Household Expenditure Survey (HES) results
means domestic  household. Collective
households are not included.

Domestic household — A household consists of a
group of persons who live together in the same
quarters and make common provision for
essentials for living. These persons need not be
related. A person who makes provision for
essentials for living without sharing with other
persons is also regarded as a household. In this
case, the household is a one-person household.

Collective household — A collective household
usually consists of unrelated persons. The
expenditure on food and accommodation of the
household is usually borne by:

u government/public charitable bodies, e.g.
residential care home for elderly, boys’
home, girls’ home and half-way house.

u Pprivate and other organisations with members
paying for their expenditure, e.g. hospital and
boarding school dormitory.

u employers, e.g. staff quarters for workers in
restaurants (but exclude families in married
staff quarters which are classified as domestic
households).
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Household Composition — This is derived from
the relationship of household members with the
head of household and is classified into the
following categories:

(1) Single person

(2) Head and spouse

(3) Head and 1 child

(4) Head and 2 children

(5) Head and 3 or more children

(6) Head, spouse and 1 child

(7) Head, spouse and 2 children

(8) Head, spouse and 3 or more children
(9) Head, child(ren) and others

(10) Head, spouse and others

(11) Head, spouse, child(ren) and others
(12) Head and others

Household Size — The number of persons who
stayed in the household during the major part of
the survey reference period.

Payments in Kind — Payments in kind received
by an employee from his employer to supplement
his earnings are counted as expenditure. These
include, for instance, accommodation provided or
subsidised by employers, medical expenses and
expenses reimbursed by employers on petrol for
private use, and any allowance made for items
obtained from employers at discounted or
concessionary prices. The full retail value of such
items is recorded as expenditure and the difference
between the retail and concessionary prices is
added to income. The value of each commaodity
or service item provided by employers free of
charge, e.g. meal, transport and medical treatment,
are also counted. However, uniforms or other
subsidies provided by employers for the purpose of
conducting business are not included.
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Quarters — A quarters is an enclosed space in a
residential, industrial, commercial or other types
of building for living and other purposes. A
quarters must be internally connected so that the
occupants can move between rooms without
going through a public corridor or staircase, and
it must be externally accessible which should
have direct access to the street, public corridor or
staircase without going through other quarters.
There are two types of quarters, permanent
quarters and temporary quarters.

Relationship with Head of Household — The
relationship of a household member with the
head of household is classified into the following
categories:

(1) Spouse

(2) Child

(3) Father or mother

(4) Brother or sister

(5) Grandchild

(6) Other relatives

(7) Resident domestic helper, including private
chauffeur or gardener

(8) Other unrelated persons such as boarder,
guest, spouse or child of domestic helper,
etc.
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Tenure of Accommodation — This refers to the
terms or conditions under which an
accommodation is held by a domestic household.
It is distinguished into the following types:

(1) Accommodation provided by employer — a
household occupies an accommodation
provided by the employer of one of the
household members.  This also includes
households occupying quarters leased from
employer at a nominal rent. If a household
member uses housing allowance given by
his/her employer for renting accommodation,
the tenure is not regarded as provided by
employer.

(2) Owner-occupier — a household which owns
the quarters it occupies (including owning
with mortgages).

(3) Sole tenant — a household which rents the
whole quarters it occupies from someone
who lives outside the quarters without
sharing it with other household(s) or
subletting.

(4) Main tenant — a household which rents the
whole quarters it occupies from someone
who lives outside the quarters and sublets
part of the quarters to other household(s).

(5) Sub-tenant — a household which rents part
of a quarters from someone who also
resides in the same quarters.

(6) Co-tenant — two or more households each
of which rents part of a quarters from
someone who lives outside the quarters.

(7) Rent-free — a household which occupies
the accommodation free. This does not
include owner-occupiers or households
occupying accommodation provided by
employer.
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Type of Accommodation — The accommodation
for a household is distinguished into six types,
namely, whole unit, rooms/cubicles, cocklofts,
bedspaces, room cubicles, and accommodation in
non-residential quarters.

Type of Housing — Quarters are classified
according to the type of building in which they
are located. Quarters are broadly classified into
public, subsidised and private housing.

Public housing
(1) Housing Authority Rental Blocks

(2) Housing Society Rental Blocks
(3) Housing Authority Interim Housing Blocks

(4) Housing Authority Tenants Purchase Scheme
(TPS) Blocks/Buy-or-Rent Options (BRO)
[rented flats]

Subsidised sales flats

(5) Housing Authority Home Ownership
Scheme (HOS) Blocks/Private  Sector
Participation Scheme (PSPS) Blocks [sold
flats without premium paid]

(6) Middle Income Housing (MIH) Scheme
Blocks [sold flats without premium paid]

(7) Housing Authority Tenants Purchase
Scheme (TPS) Blocks/Buy-or-Rent Options
(BRO) [sold flats without premium paid]

(8) Housing Society Flat for Sale Scheme
(FFSS) Blocks/Housing Society Sandwich
Class Housing Scheme (SCHS) Blocks
[sold flats without premium paid]

(9) Mortgage Subsidy Scheme (MSS) Blocks
[sold flats without premium paid]
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Private housing
(10) Private housing blocks — self-contained

(11) Private housing blocks — non self-contained
(12) Modern  houses/Modern village houses
/Simple stone houses/Traditional village

houses

(13) Other private permanent housing (including
staff quarters)

(14) Private temporary housing

(15) Housing  Society Urban Improvement
Scheme (UIS) Blocks
(16) Housing  Authority Home  Ownership

Scheme (HOS) Blocks [sold flats with
premium paid]

(17) Middle Income Housing Scheme (MIH)
Blocks/Private Sector Participation Scheme
(PSPS) Blocks [sold flats with premium
paid]

(18) Housing  Authority  Tenants  Purchase
Scheme (TPS) Blocks/Buy-or-Rent Options
(BRO) [sold flats with premium paid]

(19) Housing Society Flat for Sale Scheme
(FFSS) Blocks/Housing Society Sandwich
Class Housing Scheme (SCHS) Blocks
[sold flats with premium paid]

(20) Mortgage Subsidy Scheme (MSS) Blocks
[sold flats with premium paid]
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Self-contained private housing blocks refer to
apartment  blocks, tenement blocks and
composite buildings. A self-contained quarters
is one which has an internal kitchen and an
internal toilet. Quarters in modern tenement
blocks without permanent partitioned rooms but
have kitchen and toilet facilities are considered
as self-contained. = Modern houses include
bungalows and villas with bathroom, flush toilet
system, internal kitchen and running water
supply. Private temporary structures include
roof-top structures, mobile dwellings and
temporary huts.

Type of Retail Outlet — This refers to the type
of retail outlets and service providers (e.g.
department stores, supermarkets, beauty salons,
etc.) from which the commodities and services
are acquired by the households during the survey
period.
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Tablel Number of Households by Household Expenditure by Type of Housing
5 K
Type of Housing
N 3 5T
= FIjH BT t f”fﬁf@ H
G, I EIEHD R AR Hps gy s 5 T
Household Housing Authority Other All Housing Authorlty Other
Expenditure rental estates public housing publichousing  Home Ownership subsidised housing
(HK$, monthly) Scheme
BrE No. %  Bff! No. %  Bff! No. %  Bff! No. %  Bff' No. %
0 = to<10,000{ 248000 53.7 24000 56.3 272000 539 11000 50 17000 15.8
10,000 = to<20,000f 179000 38.8 17000 387 196000 388 109000 49.8 61000 55.8
20,000 = to< 30,000 28000 6.2 2000 39 30000 6.0 75000 34.6 25000 226
30,000 = to < 40,000 6000 1.3 - - 6000 1.2 19000 87 5000 45
40,000 = to < 50,000 - - - - - - 2000 1.0 1000 0.8
50,000 + - - * 11 * 0.1 2000 0.9 1000 0.5
B 462000 -100.0 43:000:-:100.0--:-505-000--100.0 218 000:--100.0:-:-:-:110:000:-:-100.0
Overall
e
Type of Housing
= FIjH E| M ELERE
(5, FJEEIERED Bk — ERT R H R A B e RN R
Household All Private housing Other All Overall
Expenditure subsidised housing blocks — private housing  private housing
(HK$, monthly) self-contained
BrE No. %  BPE! No. %  B¢f! No. %  BfE' No. % | B¢f' No. %
0 %= to< 10,000 28000 86 49000 6.6 19000 121 68000 7.5 368000 213
10,000 = to<20,000f 170000 51.8 244000 33.0 65000 422 309000 345| 675000 39.1
20,000 = to<30,000[ 100000 30.6 208000 28.1 35000 229 243000 272 | 374000 216
30,000 = to < 40,000 24000 7.3 112000 15.2 17000 112 130000 145 | 160000 9.2
40,000 = to < 50,000 3000 0.9 55000 74 5000 35 61000 6.8 64000 3.7
50,000 + 3000 08 72000 9.8 13000 82 85000 95 88000 51
B 328000 :-100.0: - 741:000:-100.0"-:-:-154-000-:-100.0:-:-:-895 000: - 100.0" |- 1727 000:--100.0
Overall
* % 500
less than 500
ﬁ:fr : WD TR - T [ I ARE l%ﬂ* YRE] > PR AR AR 5 PR o R BNV SR B R

k I%W *‘75’@@ E VN EER Y
Durlng the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’ s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actua expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table2 Number of Households by Household Expenditure by Household Size
EERYe
Household Size

= R

(7, 15 I - - = P

Household Expenditure One person Two persons Three persons Four persons

(HK$, monthly) HrE! No. % HrE! No. % BeE! No. % #¢E! No. %

0 = to< 10,000 109 000 495 127 000 289 77000 18.0 45000 104
10,000 = to < 20,000 73000 33.0 179 000 41.0 188 000 43.9 169 000 39.3
20,000 = to < 30,000 24000 10.7 76 000 17.3 101 000 23.7 117 000 27.2
30,000 = to < 40,000 8 000 3.6 32000 7.2 33000 7.6 50 000 11.7
40,000 = to<50,000 4000 17 11000 25 12 000 2.9 22 000 5.2
50,000 + 4000 16 14 000 31 17 000 3.9 27 000 6.3
B 220000 ---100.0 437-000---:100.0 427:000:---100:0 431:000---100.0
Overall

[ g
B Household Size
(= FIR
(7, 112 EI R S ARl G
Household Expenditure Five persons Six persons and over Overdll
(HK$, monthly) g#E! No. % #E! No. % HeE! No. %

0 = to< 10,000 9000 5.7 2000 3.2 368 000 21.3
10,000 = to < 20,000 52 000 33.2 14 000 25.9 675 000 39.1
20,000 = to < 30,000 40 000 25.2 17 000 30.4 374 000 216
30,000 = to < 40,000 28000 17.6 9 000 171 160 000 9.2
40,000 = to<50,000 11 000 7.2 3000 5.7 64 000 3.7
50,000 + 17 000 111 10 000 17.8 88000 51
Feiirs 157-000---200.0 55.000:-:-:-1100.0 1727:000:--:-:100.0
Overall
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Note: Durirﬁg the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’ s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table3 : Lowest Decile, Median and Highest Decile M onthly Household Expenditure
by Household Size

ERNET R i
Monthly Household Expenditure
& (& 53 kR Fl1G Bl i o3 AP
Bl Household Size Lowest decile Median Highest decile
$ $ $

- One person 3,300 10,100 25,000
- Two persons 5,700 14,500 32,500
=+ Three persons 7,900 17,000 34,900
pa Four persons 9,900 20,100 41,800
Sl Five persons 11,400 24,300 52,200
N Six persons and over 13,300 25,900 69,200
HE Overall 6,900 17,000 37,900

A EEREERPE D ERY RS ST e (g B 53 e
Table4 : Lowest Decile, Median and Highest Decile Monthly Household Expenditure
by Type of Housing

ERNERI 2
Monthly Household Expenditure
A oy R ilisea A 53 R
S T Type of Housing Lowest decile Median Highest decile
$ $ $
A Public housing 3,900 9,400 18,400
e Subsidised housing 10,300 17,900 29,200
RN Private housing 10,800 22,300 48,900
AR Overall 6,900 17,000 37,900
EE e %r”fr‘l oE - FEE ] J%ﬂm SRH] > P B PR TA SRR (0 VR o o ASIEEYE I B R
P CH PR le RS

Note: Durnﬁg the s.lrvey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’ s one-off relief measures. Household expenditure figures in these tables refer to the actual expenditure incurred
by househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table5 . Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Ser vice Section/Group

by Quartile Expenditure Group

P45 6 B A2
F??J Fﬁ [!IFK’ AR ) Quartile Expenditure Group
Commpdity/Servi ce (&3 6k FYZ pUSTAb FYZ P4y ﬁﬁgj IREARE B
Section/Group Thelowest 25%  The second 25% The third 25% The highest 25% Overall
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ %
- o Ak
Section 1.  Food
1 JHRE 1545 213 2799 201 4221 202 6,218 14.0 369 171
Meals bought away from home
ﬁfﬁ | (T ?[J?ﬁf’h‘ H’.“J’}Fél) 1434 198 1,968 141 2,222 10.6 3,033 6.8 2,164 100
(=72 27%)
Food, excluding meals bought
away from home (i.e. groups
2-27)
2 £ 64 09 72 05 66 0.3 74 02 69 0.3
Rice
3 1 ijﬁ%ﬁﬁb;ﬁj&@%#, 34 05 54 04 59 0.3 76 0.2 56 0.3
Other cereals and
cereal preparations
4 TEEE - B~ ﬁﬁiz‘v%%!r 92 13 147 11 184 0.9 248 0.6 168 0.8
Bread, cakes, biscuits
and puddings
5 R FL 115 16 145 1.0 169 0.8 216 05 161 0.7
Salt-water fish
6 1XTFL 86 12 94 0.7 83 04 83 0.2 86 04
Fresh-water fish
7 H A 25 04 52 04 64 0.3 110 0.2 63 03
Other fresh sea products
8 A 46 0.6 80 0.6 114 05 178 04 104 05
Processed sea products
9 Eﬁﬁ«] 204 2.8 248 1.8 250 1.2 266 0.6 242 1.1
Pork
10 P 28 0.4 39 0.3 46 0.2 84 0.2 49 0.2
Beef
1 %;I%'J 54 0.8 80 0.6 86 0.4 122 0.3 86 0.4
Poultry
12 J’ﬁl[&] 54 0.8 84 0.6 92 0.4 138 0.3 92 0.4
Meat, frozen
13 ALK 1 o1 15 o1 15 01 15 * 14 01
Meat, canned
14 E P 64 0.9 92 0.7 95 0.5 100 0.2 88 0.4
Meat, others
15 PriEiit 210 29 237 17 240 12 293 0.7 245 11
Fresh vegetables
16 f%l‘iijf[,[h 8 0.1 12 0.1 12 0.1 13 * 11 0.1
Processed vegetables
17 EEfl 99 14 135 1.0 159 0.8 218 05 152 0.7
Fresh fruit
18 %’Z%*@Jﬁ,p 3 * 5 * 7 * 8 * 6 *
Processed fruit
19 79'5Z$*J§LJF[,[5 41 0.6 72 05 96 05 196 04 101 05
Dairy products
T OHRFE - R YRR S 98 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey
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Table5 . Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Ser vice Section/Group
(Cont’d) by Quartile Expenditure Group

P53 B AE W

F;*J F[' le S ) Quartile Expenditure Group
Commodity/Service RSP 5y U BYZ P Sy Py g
Section/Group Thelowest 25%  The second 25% The third 25% The highest 25% Overall
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ %

20 i 21 0.3 26 0.2 28 0.1 35 01 28 0.1
Eggs

21 Ay 29 04 34 0.2 33 0.2 42 0.1 34 0.2
Edible oils

22 35 8 0.1 16 0.1 18 0.1 26 0.1 17 0.1
Carbonated drinks

23 [*’17\ ﬁip‘l*%ﬁi’\fﬁﬁ 31 04 55 04 72 0.3 109 0.2 67 0.3
Other non-alcohalic beverages

24 P 3 * 4 * 6 * 8 * 5 *
Sugar

25 P 12 0.2 26 0.2 38 0.2 53 0.1 32 0.1
Confectionery

26 3;}%&#,“@'%:‘[ 16 0.2 25 0.2 27 0.1 47 0.1 29 0.1

lavourings and additives

27 #l Hﬁfﬁ[h 76 10 119 0.9 163 0.8 276 0.6 158 0.7

Food, others
i 2979411 4.767-.-.34:3 6,443-.--30.8 9,251:--20.8 5859.-.-27.1
Sub-total

EHI= - BE

Section 2.  Housing

28 FEE (GEIE f P 1,949 26.9 4302 309 6,331 30.3 13,091 294 6,418 29.7

Rent, including rates and
government rent

29 “FTI,,*”F:' B0 [y [ B ) 92 13 314 23 545 2.6 1,703 3.8 663 31
Management fees and
other housing charges
30 R AR 1 * 4 * 13 0.1 30 0.1 12 0.1
Materials for house
maintenance
&t 2,042.-.-.28:2 4,620.-.-33.2 6,889 -.:33.0 14,825 -.-.33.3 7,093 :-.:32.8
Sub-total

HHIE AR
Section 3:  Electricity, gasand

water
31 ’?:T"} J 177 24 286 21 356 17 565 13 346 16
Electricity
32 119 16 154 11 191 09 232 05 174 0.8
Towngas
33 T i o P 30 04 50 04 31 01 41 0.1 38 0.2
Liquefied petroleum gas
and other fuel
34 A EREY a4 0.6 63 05 73 04 107 0.2 72 03
Water and sewage charges
i 370 5.1 553 4.0 651 3.1 944 2.1 630 29
Sub-total
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RIG) o HPT BT E R R IS5 PO 1 £ SR
Table5 . Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section/Group
(Cont’d) by Quartile Expenditure Group

PH5T AR R
F;*J F[' le SR ) Quartile Expenditure Group
Commodity/Service PG BV ST Y PHST s Zi7g
Section/Group Thelowest 25%  The second 25% The third 25% The highest 25% Overall
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ %
HHIp - g
Section 4:  Alcoholic drinks and
tobacco
35 s 2 * 3 * 2 * 5 * 3 *
Chinese wines
36 YE 4 0.1 13 0.1 16 01 87 0.2 30 01
Foreign-style wines
37 [ 10 0.1 18 0.1 20 01 16 * 16 01
Beer
38 F",@ 70 10 90 0.6 101 0.5 76 0.2 84 04
Cigarettes
LEf 86 1.2 123 0.9 139 0.7 184 04 133 0.6
Sub-total
= o
Section 5:  Clothing and footwear
39 PUEG A 47 0.7 78 0.6 141 0.7 344 0.8 152 0.7
Men's outerclothing
40 PIEE A 15 0.2 6 * 15 0.1 17 * 13 0.1
Men'’s underclothing
41 T EEGA 50 0.7 145 10 277 13 1,014 23 371 17
Women's outerclothing
42 b e 6 0.1 11 0.1 27 0.1 50 0.1 23 0.1
Women'’s underclothing
43 FLEG A 10 0.1 28 0.2 47 0.2 137 0.3 56 0.3
Children’s outerclothing
44 HEEr ;- # * 4 * 4 * 15 * 6 *
Children’s underclothing
45 LA 2 * 3 * 9 * 32 0.1 12 01
Infants' clothing
46 AP 4 0.1 15 0.1 24 01 66 0.1 27 01
Clothing, others
47 MR RET 1 * 1 * 3 * 8 * 3 *
Clothing materials and
tailoring charges
48 plEEHE 11 0.2 40 0.3 68 03 154 03 68 03
Men'’s footwear
49 b Lk 16 0.2 49 0.4 84 0.4 265 0.6 103 05
Women'’s footwear
50 ik B 4 0.1 13 0.1 24 01 59 0.1 25 01
Children’s and infants’ footwear
Sk 166 2:3 3% 28 723 35 2,160 4.9 861 4.0
Sub-total
;;mui : ]'1Tr\j‘E' ]qﬂ,ﬁ#l
Section 6:  Durable goods
51 F&! 8 0.1 26 0.2 49 0.2 203 05 71 03
Furniture
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AIGE) BT A RS RIS IR O L £ T s
Table5 . Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Ser vice Section/Group
(Cont’d) by Quartile Expenditure Group

P57 B B A2

i fﬁ [5?&’ A ) Quartile Expenditure Group
Commgdity/Servi ce B U5 b BT U b By PUST b ﬁﬁj Py A AR
Section/Group Thelowest 25%  The second 25% The third 25% The highest 25% Overall
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ %

52 # ;—i;;;_é 23RS 40 0.5 98 0.7 131 0.6 332 0.7 150 0.7
Home appliances, electric
and gas

53 mﬁ”[ At 32 0.4 80 0.6 117 0.6 270 0.6 125 0.6
Video and sound equipment

54 Fjﬁ[”blgﬂ‘%ﬂﬁ 30 0.4 91 0.7 201 1.0 401 09 181 0.8
Computer and
telecommuni cations equi pment

55 &L W)L 5 0.1 15 0.1 23 0.1 55 0.1 25 0.1
Tableware and kitchen utensils

56 ##iFk ﬁfﬁt'ﬁ%“%‘ EEH | F['[!' 15 0.2 32 0.2 95 05 386 09 132 0.6

Watches, clocks, cameras
and optical goods

57 WEi bﬁgﬂ EJJF[,#, 4 01 30 0.2 81 04 621 14 184 0.9
Travel and sports goods
58 I f*’ﬁmef“JfP'Jfﬁ[h 2 * 5 * 26 0.1 40 0.1 18 0.1
Durable goods, others
LFE 135 1.9 378 2.7 722 35 230952 886 4.1
Sub-total

- R

Section 7:  Miscellaneous goods

59 Bk 43 0.6 79 0.6 119 0.6 271 0.6 128 0.6
Proprietary medicines and
supplies

60 AT 49 0.7 60 0.4 70 03 74 02 63 03
Newspapers

61 # bﬁ%ru(j c[laf ﬂi[':rﬂ) 11 0.2 26 0.2 48 0.2 124 03 52 0.2
éooks and peri odlcals (excluding
textbooks)

62 VE! 8 01 18 0.1 24 01 47 01 24 01
Stationery

63 @-f“ . Eﬁ% R RLPEET 7 01 16 0.1 43 0.2 101 02 42 0.2
Soft furnishings

64 [“/% F[,[!ﬂs’/ﬂa' ~ R EJJF[,[!, 74 1.0 135 10 251 12 471 11 233 11
Cosmetics and personal care
products

65 F I [IHEH]S W] F[[! 21 03 29 0.2 38 0.2 66 0.1 39 0.2
HoLsehoId cleansing tools and
supplies

66 F]ﬁ’rﬁ # * 16 0.1 56 0.3 344 0.8 104 0.5
Jewellery

67 Egbpﬁipf EJJF[,[!, 14 0.2 34 0.2 80 0.4 175 04 76 0.4
Toys and hobbies

68 [HE1F5EIH 55 0.8 89 0.6 99 05 140 03 96 0.4
Purchases of textbooks

69 H%&‘@EE'JF[,[!‘ 18 03 48 0.3 61 03 129 03 64 03
Household goods, others

P Ef 300 4:1 549 39 889 43 1,942 44 920 43
Sub-total
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Table5 . Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Ser vice Section/Group
(Cont’d) by Quartile Expenditure Group

P53 B AE W

F}J F[' le SRR B Quartile Expenditure Group
Commodity/Service BEpHY BT YT b FY Uy A E‘zﬁq a3 b A
Section/Group Thelowest 25%  The second 25% The third 25% The highest 25% Overall
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ %
- R
Section 8:  Transport
70 Eélﬁﬁb?él'gﬁlﬁﬁ # * 3 * 35 0.2 1,029 2.3 267 1.2

Purchases of and repairsto
motor vehicles

71 3 4 0.1 25 0.2 86 0.4 513 12 157 0.7
Motor fuel

72 15H lﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ > fWba ~ 52 7 0.1 54 04 179 0.9 917 21 289 13
i BT

Motor licences, insurance,
instructor’s fees, parking
fees and tunnd tolls

73 S Hi 207 29 337 24 391 19 337 0.8 318 15
Busfares
4 e 1 3 2 ¢ 6 3 ¢
Tram fares
75 A 'J‘ff' B! ;Ellé'# 65 0.9 105 0.8 127 0.6 150 0.3 112 0.5
Public light busfares
76 fud ﬁ 17 16 0.2 45 0.3 110 0.5 291 0.7 116 0.5
Taxi fares
77 A 162 22 302 22 393 19 422 09 320 15
MTR fares
78 VEY 'J\W*’ﬂﬁ’ﬂ'ﬁ 7 0.1 8 0.1 13 0.1 29 0.1 14 0.1
Ferry fares
79 AL p T SR 9 0.1 15 0.1 12 0.2 166 04 58 0.3
Local transport, others
80 i‘gb'%f%%ﬂﬁ%'] 12 0.2 38 0.3 92 04 411 09 138 0.6
Inbound and outbound
transport fares
di 490 6.8 937 6.7 1,471 7.0 4271 9.6 1,792 8.3
Sub-total

e PR

Section 9:  Miscellaneous services

81 =Y 152 21 526 38 952 46 2354 53 996 46
School fees

82 ﬁ?fﬁé%] 14 0.2 22 0.2 35 0.2 52 0.1 31 0.1
Other educational charges

83 MY 119 16 243 17 516 25 1484 33 590 2.7
Medical services

84 F%E{gizﬁ% 5 0.1 13 0.1 29 0.1 55 0.1 25 0.1
Cinema entertainment

85 i 21 0.3 83 0.6 262 13 1,331 30 424 20
Package tours
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Table5 Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section/Group
(Cont’d) by Quartile Expenditure Group
PH5T AR R
F?*JF[IMMF/’ SR ) Quartile Expenditure Group
Commodity/Service F{EPHST A BT MY A Y= Uy ﬁﬁgjphl 5y B
Section/Group Thelowest 25%  The second 25% The third 25% The highest 25% Overall
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ %
86 ;@rﬁr'ﬁjﬁ/ # * 2 * 6 * 7% 02 21 01
Expenses on parties
87 I (s AR 7 01 33 0.2 50 0.2 135 03 56 03
Other entertainment and
holiday expenses
88 F Y 35 0.5 117 0.8 340 16 158 36 519 24
Household services
89 57 15 0.2 45 0.3 63 03 143 03 67 03
Hair-dressing
90 %;"Fﬁ%[fﬁifj/ﬁﬁﬂf 3 * 15 0.1 54 0.3 226 0.5 75 0.3
Beauty treatment and fitness
services
91 % * H%“Q‘EEJJ#,F%' 1 * 7 0.1 15 01 47 01 18 01
Repairsto personal and
household goods
92 FiH AR - 13 0.2 32 0.2 67 03 235 05 87 0.4
ﬁﬁ'ﬂv’ﬁ eklyEe
ofessional services,
subscriptions
and other services
93 ~1f P ﬂiﬁl?&ﬁﬁi"% 294 41 445 32 566 27 754 17 515 24
er ephone and other
communications services
94 {%é{g“iﬁfﬁflﬁﬁﬂi 1 * 2 * 5 * 96 0.2 26 0.1
Photographic and photo-printing
services
FE 630 94 1,586 --:11:4 2,960 --14.2 8,573 :--19.3 3,449 --16.0
Sub-total
B 7,248 --100.0 13,908 -:100.0 20,887:-:-100.0 44,458 --100.0 21,623 --100.0
Overal
= EIAEE 432 000 432 000 432 000 432 000 1727 000
Number of households
* Za 0.05%
lessthan  0.05%
# bt $0.5
lessthan  $0.5
ﬁ%t : ez %r%‘l oE - FEE ] JJ@M SRR > R RO AR (X ORI o R A R Be R =

r,;‘%‘

FI P i U*"f BERH

Note: Durnﬁg the aJrvey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table6 @ Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section

by Geographical Area

By
Geographical Area
A i P A
Ffﬂ#,g‘} Tl Commodity/ Hong E(ong Island Kowloon New Territories Overdl
Service Section
$ % $ % $ % $ %
f‘ifﬁ[![ Food 6,715 22.3 5589 27.7 5709 294 5859 27.1
?/#’/—f’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 4,387 146 3528 175 3,545 182 3,695 17.1
home
#(7 57/%‘7 Food (excluding meals 2,327 1.7 2,061 10.2 2164 1.1 2,164 10.0
I "’/;73‘) bought away from home)
(E3ES Housing 12,124 40.2 6,491 322 5660 29.1 7,093 32.8
’F%’JJ RS- Electricity, gas and water 744 25 577 29 619 3.2 630 29
2 Alcoholic drinks and 148 05 122 0.6 134 0.7 133 0.6
tobacco
Eadh} Clothing and footwear 1,004 33 842 4.2 821 4.2 861 4.0
it ?Jlf[! Durable goods 1,294 43 811 40 785 4.0 886 4.1
FEF I Miscellaneous goods 984 33 919 46 897 4.6 920 43
RUST Transport 2128 7.1 1570 7.8 1,798 9.2 1,792 83
PR Miscellaneous services 4987 16.6 3,253 16.1 3,018 155 3,449 16.0
BT All sections 30,128--100.0 20;174-:100.0 19,440:-100.0 21,623--100.0
= AR Number of households 318000 502 000 907 000 1727 000
ﬁi B mEE - FE E IR 1;4@;61@ ] R j"l‘%ﬂﬁ“@‘?ﬁﬁi’ﬁﬁ (&7 E IR o A A EY - IR B R
PR T PO IH {EERFY
Note Durlrﬁg the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table7 Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section
by Type of Housing
R
Type of Housing
HEE i)
I | iR 82 2 A
& Fﬁpﬁ?% 555 Commodity/ Housing Authority Other All
Service Section rental estates public housing public housing
$ % $ % $ %
A Fﬁ[“[[ Food 4,801 453 4,633 44.8 4,786 453
T ’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 2,793 26.4 2,883 27.8 2,801 26.5
home
fé(7 E//f, Food (excluding meals 2,007 19.0 1,750 16.9 1,985 18.8
/ 2 ’”/é’j‘) bought away from home)
=5 Housing 1,152 10.9 1,240 12.0 1,160 11.0
’F%’J 1~ G-l Electricity, gas and water 513 438 499 4.8 512 4.8
N Alcoholic drinks and 150 14 155 15 151 14
tobacco
Mg Clothing and footwear 500 4.7 306 3.0 483 4.6
[TquE'JfF"JFﬁ[![ Durable goods 403 3.8 328 32 397 3.8
;*ﬁ%*‘gf{’dfﬁ[h Miscellaneous goods 590 5.6 406 39 574 54
KL ﬂ Transport 901 85 844 8.2 897 85
s ﬁ@ﬁﬂ Miscellaneous services 1,578 14.9 1,943 18.8 1,609 15.2
AEE All sections 10,589 100.0 10,352 100.0 10,569 -:-100.0
(= e Number of households 462 000 43 000 505 000
R
Type of Housing
B AR NN e
) R H P TR
& Fﬁpﬁ?% 555 Commodity/ Housing Authority Other All
Service Section Home Ownership subsidised housing subsidised housing
Scheme
$ % $ % $ %
A Fﬁ[“[[ Food 6,012 29.4 5,477 322 5,832 30.2
JFHH ’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 3,751 184 3,255 19.1 3,585 18.6
home
fé(7 E//f;, Food (excluding meals 2,260 11 2,222 13.0 2,247 1.7
/ H ”’/é’j‘) bought away from home)
B3 Housing 7,146 35.0 5,306 311 6,529 339
’F%*J 1~ g0 )= Electricity, gas and water 659 32 588 34 635 3.3
N Alcohoalic drinks and 117 0.6 115 0.7 117 0.6
tobacco
Mt Clothing and footwear 706 35 642 3.8 685 3.6
it Jff[! Durable goods 662 3.2 618 3.6 647 34
5 T Iify Miscellaneous goods 914 45 657 3.9 828 43
P Transport 1,491 7.3 1,211 7.1 1,397 7.2
¥ %i Miscellaneous services 2,716 13.3 2,421 14.2 2,617 13.6
ARE All 'sections 20,424 100.0 17,035 100.0 19,288-:-100.0
= EE Number of households 218 000 110 000 328 000
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26l B %’ﬁfﬂ“f‘:ﬂrﬂhﬁ?ﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬂﬂéﬂﬁ F9E T £ T S
Table7 Aver age Monthly Household Expenditure by Commaodity/Ser vice Section
(Cont’d) by Type of Housing
RERL
Type of Housing
Eb g
- FPHE %p’ﬁ R A TR W
F:;Jfﬁ[!,ﬁ‘}%ﬁ?;?@ Commodity/ Private housing Other All Overall
il Service Section blocks — private housing private housing
self-contained
$ % $ % $ % $ %
f‘ifﬁ[![ Food 6,534 223 6,188 23.8 6,475 225 5859 27.1
JAT —f’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 4,325 148 3,836 147 4241 148 3,695 17.1
home
& //é( A f//];“’,' Food (excluding meals 2,210 75 2,352 9.0 2234 7.8 2,164 10.0
JH 7 ’/5}%‘) bought away from home)
63y Housing 11,123 38.0 8352 321 10,647 37.1 7,093 32.8
’F%*JJ ~sa Electricity, gas and water 676 2.3 781 30 694 24 630 29
e
N Alcoholic drinks and 123 0.4 161 0.6 129 05 133 0.6
tobacco
Eodh s Clothing and footwear 1,096 3.7 1337 51 1,138 4.0 861 4.0
[TuaLE'Jf{"JFﬁ[!, Durable goods 1277 44 1,117 43 1,250 44 886 4.1
%*E_Ifr’dfﬁ[l[ Miscellaneous goods 1,154 39 1,119 43 1,148 4.0 920 43
RUST Transport 2,487 85 2,227 8.6 2442 85 1,792 83
FEFRST Miscellaneous services 4,799 164 4,761 18.3 4,793 16.7 3449 16.0
A All'sections 29,270--100.0 26,042-:-100.0 28,715:-100.0 21,623:100.0
(= FiaEEr Number of households 741 000 154 000 895 000 1727000

ﬁ%t : W HH = FEE t’lf’ﬂiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ SRR > R RO TS (X VR o R ASIEY [ R Be R =
PV S PR I EER L -

Note: Durirﬁg the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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%o H’}?IE’E‘}E" g@uﬁﬂﬁlﬁ&qwfﬁﬁjﬂaﬂu UFYE] ,b.r;rnbff lErl [ £ E| 2 1SR
Table8 Aver age Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodlty/Serwce Section
by Tenureof Accommodation for Subsidised and Private Housing Households
Ff’?*’ A
Tenure of Accommodation
| 7 414 Ui 2EY
Ff[“[ AR Commodity/ Accanmodaruon provided Owner-occupier Sole tenant
Service Section by employer
$ % $ % $ %
ﬁfﬁ[}[ Food 7,112 210 6,357 249 6,073 209
Heliv I Meals bought away from 4919 145 4,056 159 4121 142
home
YT W7 Food (excluding meals 2,193 6.5 2,301 9.0 1,952 6.7
JE ’/5}%‘) bought away from home)
== Housing 12,894 381 9,352 36.6 10,0908 348
1 e ool Electricity, gas and water 769 2.3 684 2.7 647 2.2
Tl Alcoholic drinks and 206 0.6 110 0.4 208 0.7
tobacco
ki) Clothing and footwear 1,587 47 979 3.8 1,172 4.0
= Jf{fdfﬁ[h Durable goods 2,008 5.9 922 3.6 1,923 6.6
;*ﬁ‘t;gf{’dfﬁ[h Miscellaneous goods 1,064 3.1 1,027 4.0 1,324 4.6
RUST Transport 3,014 8.9 2,101 8.2 2,490 8.6
FETRS Miscellaneous services 5211 154 4,027 158 5116 17.6
B All sections 33,865:::100.0 25,560--:-100.0 29,051-:--100.0
= Fiafde Number of households 37000 996 000 171000
J”' PR A
Tenure of Accommodation
H PR 4@ Ee e
F:ﬂfﬁ[!@% 5% Commodity/ Other renters Overall
Service Section
$ % $ %
a fﬁ[h Food 4,037 215 6,302 24.1
JFETE ’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 2,427 12.9 4,065 155
home
j‘z/yffé( 7 f//fﬁ Food (excluding meals 1,610 8.6 2,238 8.5
JEHE ’/ﬁ) bought away from home)
== Housing 8,078 43.0 9,542 36.4
’F%*J 1~ G-l Electricity, gas and water 483 2.6 678 2.6
Al Alcoholic drinks and 58 0.3 126 0.5
tobacco
Eadh Clothing and footwear 492 2.6 1,016 3.9
o= 1P Durable goods 553 2.9 1,088 4.2
;*ﬁ‘t;gf{’dfﬁ[h Miscellaneous goods 556 3.0 1,062 4.1
RUST Transport 855 4.6 2,162 8.3
jg‘ﬁ@u Miscellaneous services 3,673 19.6 4,209 16.1
el All sections 18,784 100.0 26,185100.0
= Fiafe Number of households 20000 1223 000

@ P R s
Other renters include main tenant,

= HE -

G SRR EPUET .
sub tenant, co-tenant and rent-free household.

DRSNS ﬁlfﬁr;'ﬁﬁ[% CEEIVEIY o 4 R E Y E tﬁr'ﬁjiﬁ'ﬂ’j&#’,[}* f H

uring the s.lrvey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’ s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
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Note:
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
= FFE - S
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Table9 Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section

by Household Size
T g
Household Size
A - IS E IS DL[ S
F:;Jfﬁ[hﬁ‘}% F5%0  Commodity/ One person Two persons Three persons Four persons
Service Section
$ % $ % $ % $ %
ﬁfﬁ{h Food 2967 224 4,828 26.2 5920 29.1 7,025 286
Ll %4 Meals bought away from 2122 161 3152 171 3,741 184 4362 17.7
home
ﬁ/,ff&( 7 c‘;/;'/lfj Food (excluding meals 845 6.4 1,676 9.1 2,178 10.7 2,663 10.8
ST %‘) bought away from home)
== Housing 5869 44.4 6,670 36.2 6,789 334 7,345 29.9
F ]y~ e Electricity, gas and water 259 20 473 2.6 621 31 783 32
N Alcohalic drinks and 108 0.8 141 0.8 137 07 138 0.6
tobacco
gk Clothing and footwear 575 43 744 4.0 734 36 953 3.9
i Jf{ﬂff[[ Durable goods 462 35 787 43 780 3.8 959 39
FEEIPIf Miscellaneous goods 548 4.1 886 4.8 802 39 998 41
R Transport 935 7.1 1542 84 1,618 8.0 2,109 8.6
FERIRSF Miscellaneous services 1,496 11.3 2,346 127 2,939 14.4 4268 17.4
AR All-sections 13,219:100.0 18,418 '100.0 20,339 °100.0° 24,579 °100.0
[= E e Number of households 220 000 437 000 427 000 431 000
i g
Household Size
=k 4RI R Fisia
F??Jfﬁ[hﬁ‘??ﬁ;"%@ Wl Commodity/ Five persons Six persons and over Overdl
Service Section
$ % $ % $ %
f’ifﬁ[![ Food 7,959 259 10,031 24.2 5859 27.1
‘/ff//f’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 4,771 155 5660 137 3695 171
home
T VhT Food (excluding meals 3188 104 4371 106 2164 100
JEH A ﬁ‘) bought away from home)
63y Housing 8,627 280 11,350 27.4 7,093 328
?ﬂ*’)i A5k Electricity, gas and water 936 3.0 1,357 33 630 29
T Alcohoalic drinks and 112 0.4 161 04 133 0.6
tobacco
okl Clothing and footwear 1,190 39 2248 54 861 4.0
ERIEElT Durable goods 1,707 55 1,271 31 886 41
FERPIG, Miscellaneous goods 1,339 4.4 1,775 43 920 43
RUST Transport 2,405 7.8 4,329 105 1,792 8.3
FETRSS Miscellaneous services 6,500 211 8,865 214 3449 16.0
g All sections 30,776:--100.0 41,388-100.0 21,623 -::100.0
= I Number of households 157 000 55 000 1727 000

i BT G G I ARG S PO R (35 2 IR o o A0 VIR SRR Ve
PR UE PR -

Note: uring the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’ s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actua expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table10 : Average Monthly Per Capita Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section

by Household Size
i g
Household Size
A IR S E IS I:)u[ IS
2 Fﬁhﬁ&%y%}i Wil Commodity/ One person Two persons Three persons Four persons
Service Section
$ % $ % $ % $ %
f‘ifﬁ[h Food 2,967 224 2,414 26.2 1,973 29.1 1,756 28.6
AL Meals bought away from 2122 161 1576 17.1 1,247 184 1,090 17.7
home
T VhT Food (excluding meals 845 6.4 838 91 726 107 666 10.8
JEH A ﬁ‘) bought away from home)
B3 Housing 5,869 444 3,336 36.2 2,263 334 1,836 29.9
&1~ e of - Electricity, gas and water 259 20 237 26 207 31 196 3.2
i Alcoholic drinks and 108 08 70 08 46 07 34 06
tobacco
s Clothing and footwear 575 4.3 372 4.0 245 36 238 39
Fuj‘E'JfP'JFﬁ[h Durable goods 462 35 394 43 260 38 240 39
FERPIf Miscellaneous goods 548 4.1 443 48 267 39 249 4.1
ﬂ;ﬁ_; Transport 935 7.1 771 84 539 8.0 527 8.6
FEFRS Miscellaneous services 1,49 113 1,173 127 980 14.4 1,067 17.4
%“F* All 'sections 13,219:100.0 9,209-:100.0 6,780::100.0 6,145100.0
= Fiape Number of households 220000 437000 427 000 431000
(e g
Household Size
ok 4 AR - B
F??Jfﬁ[hﬁ‘??ﬁ;"%@ Hll  Commodity/ Five persons Six persons and over Overall
Service Section
$ % $ % $ %
f‘ifﬁ[h Food 1592 259 1582 24.2 1,934 271
‘/ff//f’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 954 155 893 137 1,220 171
home
ﬁ/yff&( 7 57/7'/%7 Food (excluding meals 638 104 690 10.6 714 10.0
] f’/ﬁ) bought away from home)
! Housing 1,725 28.0 1,791 274 2,341 32.8
1~ Aol Electricity, gas and water 187 30 214 33 208 29
N Alcoholic drinks and 22 0.4 25 0.4 44 0.6
tobacco
g Clothing and footwear 238 39 355 54 284 4.0
i Jf{ﬂﬁ[ Durable goods 341 55 200 3.1 292 4.1
‘”fg Jlf[} Miscellaneous goods 268 4.4 280 43 304 4.3
R Transport 481 7.8 683 105 592 8.3
FERIRTS Miscellaneous services 1,300 211 1,399 214 1,138  16.0
LB All sections 6,155 -100.0 6,529°-100.0 7,137°-:100.0
= PR Number of households 157 000 55 000 1727 000

ik W T G| e - e [ U RS SR DU ORI 0 IR o RO £ I B R D
Ewﬁ&.aﬁ J‘é’y [ERL -

Note: uring the survey period of 2009/10 HES, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of Government’s one-off relief
measures. Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by households upon enjoying the
walvers/concessions.
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Tablell : Aver age Monthly Household Expenditure by Commadity/Ser vice Section
by Household Composition
(= 118 EYdAE
Household Composition
-k s HEI‘@EWEJ e k2
Fﬁhﬁ&%y%}i Wl Commodity/ Single person Head and spo ge Head and
Service Section 1 child
$ % $ % $ %
a Fﬁ[!‘ Food 2,967 224 5025 263 4,320 30.0
A % Meals bought away from 2122 161 3282 172 2,738 190
home
T VhT Food (excluding meals 845 6.4 1,742 9.1 1582 11.0
T %‘) bought away from home)
=5 Housing 5869 444 6,922 36.3 4434 30.8
&1~ e of Electricity, gas and water 259 20 469 25 460 32
2 Alcoholic drinks and 108 0.8 153 0.8 97 0.7
tobacco
) Clothing and footwear 575 4.3 887 4.6 519 3.6
e Durable goods 462 35 815 43 900 6.3
FEFIP Jlf[} Miscellaneous goods 548 41 828 43 797 55
R Transport 935 7.1 1,909 10.0 853 59
FERRAS Miscellaneous services 1,496  11.3 2,076 109 2,018 140
B All-sections 13,219::100.0 19,084-:--100:0 14,399-:100.0
[= E e Number of households 220 000 272 000 81 000
(= 118 EYadAE
Household Composition
- Ny ; niz e A
ERM FiE RS G -y
%#,g‘}qgﬂﬁgmu Commodity/ Head and Head and 3 or more Head, spouse and
Service Section 2 children children 1 child
$ % $ % $ %
a ,#, Food 5642 35.0 6,597 36.2 5918 295
I "’/ﬁa Meals bought away from 3589 223 3732 205 3774 188
home
ﬁ/f/}é( 7 ff/jﬁ Food (excluding meals 2,053 12.7 2,864 15.7 2,144 107
e f’/ﬁ) bought away from home)
== Housing 3816 237 4201 231 6,567 327
{1y~ A vl Electricity, gas and water 585 36 756 41 601 3.0
D Alcoholic drinks and 181 11 173 1.0 127 0.6
tobacco
okt ) Clothing and footwear 732 45 959 5.3 710 35
fisf E‘JfF”JFﬁ#I Durable goods 584 3.6 824 45 801 4.0
?@Ei’dﬁ#, Miscellaneous goods 863 5.4 992 5.4 813 4.0
RUST Transport 1,156 7.2 1,397 7.7 1,735 8.6
FEF Miscellaneous services 2570 159 2318 127 2,810 140
B All sections 16,129-100.0 18,218:":-100:0 20,083:::100.0
= F e Number of households 46 000 13 000 286 000
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Tablell Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section
(Cont’d) by Household Composition
= ETRY 1A
Household Composition
s f TEIN EIZEIQEJJH N ARl 24
ey = gl A
Ff[“[ YIRS Commodity/ Head, spouse and Head, spouse and Head, child(ren)
Service Section 2 children 3 or more children and others
$ % % $ %
f’ifﬁ[![ Food 6,854 32.7 7,634 36.4 6,551 24.5
T ’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 4259 203 4615 220 3720 139
home
j@/j/[ r c‘//fﬁ Food (excluding meals 2595 124 3,020 144 2,830 10.6
JE ’/5}%‘) bought away from home)
R Housing 5759 275 4593 219 7,815 29.2
&1~ e of Electricity, gas and water 733 35 864 4.1 875 33
Tl Alcoholic drinks and 135 0.6 168 0.8 67 0.2
tobacco
Mg Clothing and footwear 844 4.0 959 4.6 942 35
RREEld Durable goods 803 38 518 25 791 30
FERPIif Miscellaneous goods 915 4.4 950 45 1,211 45
RUST Transport 1,599 7.6 1,854 8.8 3,153 11.8
FETRSS Miscellaneous services 3305 158 3408 16.3 5,383 20.1
AET All-sections 20,948:--100.0 20,947---:100.0 26,788 --:100.0
[ PR Number of households 282 000 62 000 47 000
= ETRY E ?’r“
Household omp smon
SN | |cl| r,;
bt[,ﬂ;kJE iﬂyt jk# EE O E A A Hlire
F}JFF,[!@?%F/%%@HU Commodity/ Head, spouse Head Spouse, Head and others Overall
Service Section and others child(ren)
and others
$ % $ % $ % $ %
f‘ilf,[!, Food 7,202 23.0 8556 214 5521 27.7 5859 27.1
?fﬁ//—f’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 4590 14.7 5151 129 349% 175 3695 17.1
home
ﬁ/,ff&( 7 c‘;/;‘/lfj Food (excluding meals 2612 84 3405 85 2,024 101 2,164 10.0
ST %‘) bought away from home)
! Housing 13,374 42.8 12,564 315 6,982 35.0 7,093 32.8
?# 70~ s~ Electricity, gas and water 864 2.8 1,060 27 600 3.0 630 29
ol Alcoholic drinks and 180 0.6 130 03 138 07 133 06
tobacco
Eadh-s Clothing and footwear 906 2.9 1662 4.2 632 3.2 861 4.0
fikf Jf{ﬂlf[{ Durable goods 1259 4.0 2035 51 601 3.0 886 4.1
FEF [fPJFF[[ Miscellaneous goods 853 27 1557 3.9 966 4.8 920 43
RUET| Transport 2,090 6.7 3561 89 1,194 6.0 1,792 83
FEERTS Miscellaneous services 4546 145 8,776 220 3,329 16.7 3,449 16.0
LVia All sections 31,274:-100.0 39,902 :-100.0 19,962::100.0 21,623::100.0
= iaEgy Number of households 44 000 203 000 170000 1727 000
G ﬁwfﬁsa iﬁ - ﬁﬁ‘ (2 U AR IR PR ORISR 5 2 O o RO I B R Ve
Note: EUI’I ng the survey period of 2009/10 HES, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of Government's one-off relief
measures. Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by households upon enjoying the
walvers/concessions.
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Table12 @ Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section
by Number of Earners

T
Number of Earners
r_{ﬁ K : K
F:ﬂfﬁ[!@%ﬁ%ﬁfg Wl Commodity/ No earner One earner Two earners
Service Section
$ % $ % $ %
a Fﬁ[“[[ Food 3,165 257 4912 272 6,637 27.6
JFHH ’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 1,440 n.7 3,011 16.6 4,410 18.3
home
ﬁ/yff&( 7 E‘;/;'/fﬁ Food (excluding meals 1,725 14.0 1,901 105 2,227 9.3
ST %‘) bought away from home)
63y Housing 5707 463 6,436  35.6 7,135 297
’F%’JJ RS- Electricity, gas and water 404 33 527 29 630 2.8
N Alcoholic drinks and 61 05 121 0.7 157 0.7
tobacco
Eadh} Clothing and footwear 282 2.3 688 38 1,009 42
fintH Jf{’dfﬁ[h Durable goods 351 2.8 688 3.8 1,183 4.9
%”éfﬁfr’dfﬁ[h Miscellaneous goods 643 52 782 4.3 1,056 4.4
37 Transport 421 34 1,295 7.2 2,363 9.8
;%Eﬁ@%‘f Miscellaneous services 1,303 10.6 2,636 14.6 3,814 15.9
B All-sections 12,338::100.0 18,087-:--100:0 24,034--:100.0
= e Number of households 207 000 647 000 582 000
T RS EY MR
Number of Earners
=+ pa s R Fle
F??Jfﬁ[hﬁ‘/’qﬁ;%@ Wil Commodity/ Three earners Four earners and over Overall
Service Section
$ % $ % $ %
a Fﬁ[“[[ Food 7916 264 10,088 274 5859 27.1
JFHH ’/ﬁ Meals bought away from 5,214 174 6,156  16.7 3,695 17.1
home
ﬁ/yff&( 7 E‘;/;'/fﬁ Food (excluding meals 2,702 9.0 3932 107 2,164 10.0
ST %‘) bought away from home)
63y Housing 9302 31.0 10,096 274 7,093 328
’F%*JJ ~ g~ Electricity, gas and water 876 29 1,095 3.0 630 29
N Alcoholic drinks and 156 05 198 05 133 0.6
tobacco
Eadh} Clothing and footwear 1,182 3.9 2,123 5.8 861 40
fintH Jf{’dfﬁ[h Durable goods 1,132 3.8 1,025 2.8 886 41
H;E#”Jfﬁ[![ Miscellaneous goods 1,012 34 1,736 4.7 920 4.3
RUST Transport 2,514 84 3674 10.0 1,792 8.3
;%Eﬁ@%‘f Miscellaneous services 5,869 19.6 6,841 186 3,449 16.0
B All-sections 29,957:-::100.0 36,875---100.0 21,623:--::100.0
= ARy Number of households 237000 55 000 1727000

i WD e e LR IR - PO ORI (S £ Y < & ATIEOE I Be AR Ve R
PR UE PR -

Note: uring the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’ s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actua expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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EX I ﬁ'ﬁ%bﬁfwr‘:ﬂrﬁwwﬁ%wuauﬁ o 18 E] T 4B
Table13 @ Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section
by Dependency Ratio
EERF
Dependency Ratio
FE DA - =R TEpR S
F:ﬂfﬁ[!,ﬁ%ﬁ%;‘fzgw Commodity/ Otolessthan1 1tolessthan 2 2tolessthan 3
Service Section
$ % $ % $ %
f‘iFﬁ[!, Food 6,361 26.6 6,202 27.3 5782 27.7
G L[ TF R
AT Meals bought away from 4407 184 3787 167 332 162
home
j@/j/[ﬁ( 7 c‘//fﬁ Food (excluding meals
Py ﬁ) bought away from home) 1,954 8.2 2,415 10.6 2,390 14
=5 Housing 7,698 322 7,055 311 6,901 331
s~ 400 Electricity, gas and water 622 26 696 3.1 661 3.2
1 icdri
wi Alcohalic drinks and 165 07 128 06 109 05
tobacco
Eadh=) Clothing and footwear 1,084 45 834 3.7 707 34
[TquE'JfF"JFﬁ[![ Durable goods 960 4.0 1,130 5.0 717 34
%*‘EJ?'JFF,[!, Miscellaneous goods 970 41 968 4.3 863 41
RUET| Transport 2,224 9.3 1,749 7.7 2,008 9.6
FEFRT Miscellaneous services 3840 16.1 3921 173 3129 15.0
T All sections 23,924-100.0 22,683 :100.0 20,877--100.0
= I Number of households 750 000 431 000 190 000
EENS
Dependency Ratio
= Z Pt PR Ty b ol
ﬁﬂﬁ#@?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ% Wil Commodity/ 3tolessthan 4 4 and over Overall
Service Section
$ % $ % $ %
f‘iFﬁ[!, Food 6,237 29.6 3529 265 5,859 27.1
G L[ TF R
AT Meals bought away from 3450 164 1649 124 3695 17.1
home
& V= i
Y | g Food (excluding meals 2787 132 1880 141 2164 100
JE ’/5}%‘) bought away from home)
=5 Housing 6,505 30.9 5700 428 7,093 32.8
[l - 4300 Electricity, gas and water 724 34 463 35 630 29
1 ic dri
EH Alcoholic drinks and 195 06 64 05 133 06
tobacco
Eadh=) Clothing and footwear 855 41 330 25 861 4.0
[TquE'JfF"JFﬁ[E[ Durable goods 833 4.0 372 2.8 886 41
R FF'[!' Miscellaneous goods 947 45 705 5.3 920 4.3
RUET| Transport 1,334 6.3 563 4.2 1,792 8.3
FETRS Miscellaneous services 3520 16.7 1,583 119 3,449 16.0
Elalis All sections 21,079-:-100.0 13,310:::100.0 21,623-100.0
= iR Number of households 118 000 238000 1727 000
ﬂ%t : W2 t’!F'ﬁJiiﬁ?r?ﬁ,ﬁ‘lﬂHFéﬂ » PR PR DA (5 2 IR o ATIEN I B R t’f’?ﬁ i
PO PR -
Note: uring the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table14 : Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section
by Activity Status of Household Head
F12 AN AN E )T
Activity Status of Household Head
)
= Pl H Maf FEPHE I
F:ﬂfﬁ[!@%ﬁ%ﬁfgbju Commodity/ Employer Self-employed Employee Other economically|
Service Section active
$ % $ % $ % $ %
,éifﬁ[h Food 8,309 19.9 6,219 28.6 6,102 27.4 5172 31.4
Sy
HEETR; Meals bought away from | - ¢ 37 15 7 4158 191 4039 182 3248 197
home
#(7 57/;'[‘7 Food (excluding meals
iy ﬁ‘) bought away from home) 2,999 7.2 2,061 9.5 2,063 9.3 1,924 11.7
B Housing 15534 37.2 6,834 314 6,860 30.8 5474 333
’F%’J 1~ G- Electricity, gas and water 975 23 619 28 620 2.8 584 35
A ie dri
H Alcoholic drinks and 241 06 187 09 153 07 123 08
tobacco
ks Clothing and footwear 2384 57 1,313 6.0 899 4.0 494 3.0
Gl fPJff[! Durable goods 1,333 32 985 45 877 3.9 561 34
¥ Jff[! Miscellaneous goods 1521 3.6 1,031 47 969 44 643 3.9
] Transport 4,037 97 1603 7.4 2,073 93 967 5.9
;*-”f?%i Miscellaneous services 7479 179 2,949 13.6 3,688 16.6 2,432 148
B All sections 41,813:-100.0 21,741-:100.0 22,240:-100,0 16,450:100.0
= F iR Number of households 53000 72000 968 000 47 000
E 2 NG gu 52
Activity Status of household Head
H 2 EEE)
BIEF 5 S H PN
P I Commodity/ Home-maker Retired person Other economically
Service Section inactive
$ % $ % $ %
,éifﬁ[h Food 6,483 25.6 4620 28.9 4419 273
Y LR
LS Meals bought away from 3916 155 2461 154 2540 157
home
ﬁ/yff&( 7 57/;'/%7 Food (excluding meals
iy ﬁ) bought away from home) 2,568 10.1 2,159 135 1,879 11.6
B3 Housing 8377 331 6,174 38.6 5031 311
’F%*J 1~ g0~ Electricity, gas and water 764 3.0 549 34 506 31
AT i i
i Alcohalic drinks and 101 04 79 05 52 03
tobacco
Eadh Clothing and footwear 1,039 41 430 2.7 335 21
=] fPJff[! Durable goods 1,558 6.2 512 3.2 587 3.6
PR P Jff[! Miscellaneous goods 1,051 4.2 664 4.1 584 3.6
] Transport 1,970 7.8 813 5.1 1,031 6.4
‘”jg‘ﬁ@i}‘ Miscellaneous services 3,961 15.7 2,160 135 3652 225
B Allsections 25,304:::100:0 16,001::°100.0 16,197::100.0
= P Number of households 202 000 362 000 24 000
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Table 14 . Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section
(Cont’d) by Activity Status of Household Head
P RS E) )
Activity Status of Household Head
T GIGSREEE RSN A
F}Jﬁ#@?ﬁﬁiﬁﬁfﬁﬁju Commodity/ All economically All economically Overdl
Service Section active inactive
$ % $ % $ %
f‘ifﬁ[!, Food 6,173 27.0 5251 273 5859 271
L[ TFL R
AT Meals bought away from 4073 178 2063 154 3695 171
home
j‘z/,f Nr c‘//fﬁ Food (excluding meals
shin [//ﬁ) bought away from home) 2,100 9.2 2288 119 2,164 10.0
== Housing 7,201 315 6,884 359 7,093 328
?#’JJ S Sa - Electricity, gas and water 634 2.8 621 3.2 630 29
1 icdri
EH Alcoholic drinks and 158 07 85 04 133 06
tobacco
Eadh=) Clothing and footwear 977 43 635 3.3 861 4.0
[TquE'JfF"JFﬁ[![ Durable goods 892 39 874 4.6 886 4.1
%*‘EJ?'JFF,[!, Miscellaneous goods 985 43 793 41 920 4.3
Egll Transport 2,088 9.1 1,219 6.3 1,792 8.3
FERIRST Miscellaneous services 3,764 165 2839 1438 3449 160
B All sections 22,872:--100.0 19,202 ::100.0 21,623:::100.0
= iR Number of households 1 140 000 588 000 1727000
ﬁi HeZ %zrlw~ FE IR I%‘ﬁw A PR R R PRSP S OB o o AN R B R R
PG CE PR sV EER L
Note Durnﬁg the s.lrvey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’ s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actua expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table15 @ Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Commodity/Service Section

by Quarter
1
Quarter
CFEeEA K EA D] D FE - 2D D FEPUEA
ﬁ#,g‘)qg%‘;ﬁgﬁm Commodity/ Oct to Dec 2009 Jan to Mar 2010 Apr to Jun 2010
Service Section
$ % $ % $ %
a ,#, Food 5500 275 6,086 26.9 5859 269
G L[
W Mesls bought away from 3457 173 3811 168 3663 168
home
ﬁ/af//( a f‘//f/%f Food (excluding meals
sty 5} ) bought away from home) 2,043 10.2 2,275 10.0 2,197 10.1
= Qf" Housing 6,415 32.0 7,175 31.7 7,711 35.4
?#*JJ  Rsa e~ Electricity, gas and water 601 3.0 570 25 596 27
A i dri
T Alcoholic drinks and 144 07 123 05 127 06
tobacco
Eadh=s Clothing and footwear 886 4.4 1,112 49 741 34
p*quE*J;’f’fJFﬁ#, Durable goods 855 4.3 829 37 718 3.3
;*:‘:S‘EJ#’UFF,#, Miscellaneous goods 872 44 935 41 869 4.0
3] Transport 1,644 8.2 2,028 9.0 1,740 8.0
FEFIRTS Miscellaneous services 3115 155 3,793 16.7 3407 157
Pl All sections 20,031 :100.0 22,653 -100.0 21,768 -100.0
(= A Number of households 1803 000 1751 000 1711 000
e
Quarter
S e Ea g
ﬁﬂﬁ#@?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ% Wil Commodity/ Jul to Sep 2010 Overall
Service Section
$ % $ %
a FF'[!' Food 6,080 27.2 5,859 27.1
G L[ TF R
Sk /%7 Meals bought away from 39019 175 3695 171
home
j@/j/[ﬁ( 7 c‘//fﬁ Food (excluding meals
T [//ﬁ) bought away from home) 2.161 9.7 2.164 100
=5 Housing 7,123 318 7,093 328
?#’JJ 54 - Electricity, gas and water 772 34 630 2.9
1 ic dri
E Alcoholic drinks and 136 06 133 06
tobacco
Eadh=) Clothing and footwear 705 31 861 4.0
[TquE'JfF"JFﬁ[![ Durable goods 1,192 53 886 4.1
%*‘EJ?'JFF,[!, Miscellaneous goods 1,026 4.6 920 4.3
E0 1&1 Transport 1,793 8.0 1,792 8.3
FEFRST Miscellaneous services 3,563 15.9 3,449 16.0
AR All sections 22,390 :100.0 21,623 100.0
B Number of households 1635 000 1727000
ﬁ%t : WD FE- FTE t’lf’ﬂ%’ﬁ?r?&fﬁ SRR > R R AR (X ORI o R AR R Be R =

FUEE TR s pu iR Y -

Note: Durirﬁg the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table 16 . Average Monthly Household Expenditure by Classification of I ndividual
Consumption Accor ding to Pur pose (COICOP) Division
FYRSSoT Aol ~ 33 2 201 ERET RS R
COICOP Division Average Monthly Household Expenditure
$ %
Ff[‘[ T STE @ﬁ#, 2,164 10.0
Food and non -alcoholic beverages
AT 133 0.6
Alcoholic beverages and tobacco
T 867 4.0
Clothing and footwear
g T AR PR 7,700 35.6
Hous ng, water, electricity, gas and other fuels
F I 2R ﬁéﬁﬁ% 845 3.9
Furnlshlngs househo (J equipment and routine household
maintenance
fiEt (i 587 2.7
Health
3] 1,767 8.2
Transport
S 542 25
Communication
P = 1,330 6.2
Recreation and culture
;”;:FIJ 929 4.3
Education
AP ,F:?f, 3,722 17.2
Restaurants and hotels
%E#’dfﬁ[}& ﬁﬁﬁ% 1,038 4.8
Miscellaneous goods and services
AE 21,623 100.0
Overal
= IREE 1727 000

Number of Households

BRI EERE BRI J%%@w C P SRR TR (0 [ IAOBE D < A RSO R e AL
g [E'E?@ EPUE RS
Note: Durnﬁg the survey period of 2009/10 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures.  Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
househol ds upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Website

Users may download statistical publications free
of charge from the website of the Census and
Statistics Department (www.censtatd.gov.hk/
products_and_services/products/publications/

index.jsp).

Some publications of the Census and Statistics
Department are available in print versions and
are offered for sale online at the Government
Bookstore of the Information Services
Department (www.bookstore.gov.hk).

Mail Order Service

A mail order form for ordering or subscribing to
print versions of publicationsis available in some
of the Department’s publications. Completed
form should be sent back together with a cheque
or bank draft covering all necessary cost and
postage. The order form is also available for
downloading on the website of the Department
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/products_and_services/
other_services/provision _of stat/mail_ordering_
of _publications/index.jsp).

Sales Centre

Print versions of publications and CD-ROM
products are available for purchase and
collection on the spot at the Publications Unit of
the Census and Statistics Department at the
following address :

19/F Wanchai Tower
12 Harbour Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.

Tel. : (852) 2582 3025
Fax : (852) 2827 1708

The Unit aso provides a reading area where
users may browse through various publications
of the Department on display.
Publicity/educational leaflets and pamphlets of
the Department are also available for collection.
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