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The Government is committed to promoting the development of sports in Hong
Kong through promoting sports in the community, supporting elite sports,
promoting Hong Kong as a centre for major international sports events,
enhancing professionalism and developing sports as an industry. This article
analyses the economic contribution of sports and related activities in Hong
Kong in 2023.
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1. Introduction

1.1  The Government is committed to promoting the
development of sports in Hong Kong through
promoting sports in the community, supporting elite
sports, promoting Hong Kong as a centre for major
international sports events, enhancing professionalism
and developing sports as an industry. With increased
resources and community support, steady progress in
sports development has been made.

1.2 In recent years, Hong Kong athletes have
achieved remarkable results in international sports
competitions. Meanwhile, the quality and scale of
major sports events held in Hong Kong have also been
enhanced significantly.  Being the largest sports
infrastructure project in Hong Kong’s history, the Kai
Tak Sports Park will further boost sports development
of Hong Kong.

1.3  Noting that sports and related activities could
straddle across different industries under the Hong
Kong Standard Industrial Classification (HSIC)
Version 2.0', the Census and Statistics Department
(C&SD) has endeavoured to make suitable
enhancements to the data collection system and
develop the relevant statistical framework for
measuring the economic contribution of sports and
related activities.

1.4 This article analyses the statistics of Hong
Kong’s economic contribution of sports and related
activities for 2023.

1 HSIC is a statistical classification scheme for compilation and
dissemination of sectoral economic statistics. The HSIC Version 2.0
is the latest version of HSIC modelled on the United Nations’
International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic
Activities Revision 4 with local adaptations.
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2. Concepts and definitions

2.1 The estimates provided in this article are
compiled with reference to the European Union’s
definition of the sports economy, with appropriate
local adaptations to cater for the characteristics of
sports and related activities in Hong Kong.

2.2 Four component domains are included in sports
and related activities. They are :

(i)  operation of sports facilities and sports clubs,
including sports education;

(i) manufacturing, import/export, wholesale and
retail of sports-related goods;

(iii)  sports tourism; and

(iv) supporting services to sports and other sports
activities.

3. Economic contribution of sports and
related activities

3.1  The economic contribution of sports and related
activities can be assessed in terms of value added at
basic prices, Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at market
prices and employment.

3.2 In 2023, the value added of Hong Kong’s sports
and related activities at basic prices® was $44 billion.
It accounted for 1.5% of Hong Kong’s total value
added at basic prices, marginally increased by
0.1 percentage point from 2022. In terms of market
prices which also cover taxes and subsidies on
products concerned, the sports and related activities
accounted for 2.3% of Hong Kong’s GDP at market
prices ($68 billion), marginally increased by
0.1 percentage point from 2022. Around
84 000 persons were employed in sports and related
activities in 2023. It contributed to 2.3% of total
employment in 2023, marginally increased by 0.2
percentage point from 2022. (Tables 1 and 2)

2 Value added at basic prices is defined as the value of gross output at
basic prices less intermediate consumption valued at purchasers’
prices.
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4. Analysis by component domain at
basic prices

Operation of sports facilities and sports clubs,
including sports education

4.1 Operation of sports facilities and sports clubs,
including sports education, covers the operation of
public and private sports facilities, clubhouses in
residential estates, sports clubs and professional sports
organisations, sports events and competitions, sports
education provided by schools and other sports
organisations, and private sports skills instruction.

4.2 The operation of sports facilities and sports
clubs, including sports education accounted for 32%
of the total value added of sports and related activities
at basic prices in 2023. 39000 persons were
employed, accounting for 46% of the total
employment of sports and related activities. In terms
of employment, this domain was the largest
component domain in 2023. (Chart 1)

Manufacturing, import/export, wholesale and retail
of sports-related goods

4.3  Manufacturing, import/export, wholesale and
retail of sports-related goods covers the manufacturing
and distribution of sports-related goods, which include
sports equipment, sports clothing, sports footwear and
sports bags.

4.4 The contribution of  manufacturing,
import/export, wholesale and retail of sports-related
goods is significant. In 2023, this component domain
accounted for 20% of the total value added of sports
and related activities at basic prices. 17 000 persons
were employed, accounting for 21% of the total
employment of sports and related activities.
(Chart 1)
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Sports tourism

4.5 Sports tourism  covers retail trade,
accommodation services, food and beverage services,
transport and personal services, etc., pertaining to the
part provided to tourists who take part in or watch
sports events or competitions during their stay in Hong
Kong. Tourists doing sports related activities such as
hiking and watching horse-racing during their stay in
Hong Kong are also included.

4.6  With the resumption of normal travel, visitor
arrivals bounced back sharply. In 2023, sports
tourism accounted for 4% of the total value added of
sports and related activities at basic prices. As for
employment, about 5000 persons were employed,
accounting for 6% of the total employment of sports
and related activities. (Chart 1)

Supporting services to sports and other sports
activities

4.7  Supporting services to sports and other sports
activities covers the construction of sports facilities,
betting on sports, sports publication and television
programmes, medical treatments and
physiotherapeutic services related to sports, insurance
services related to sports such as insurance for athletes
participating in sports events, sports research and
development, and other supporting services to sports.

4.8 In 2023, the supporting services to sports and
other sports activities accounted for 43% of the total
value added of sports and related activities at basic
prices, which was the highest among the four
component domains in terms of value added. As for
employment, 23 000 persons were employed in 2023,
accounting for 28% of the total employment of sports
and related activities. (Chart 1)
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5. Other remarks

5.1  The estimates on the economic and employment
contributions in respect of sports and related activities
reflect the value added and employment directly
related to their economic activities. For
contributions other than the direct economic impact,
such as the spillover impact to other industries which
provide inputs for use by the activity concerned for its
production activities, are not taken into account.
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Table 1 Value added at basic prices and GDP at market prices of sports and related
activities
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Value added at basic prices(1) GDP at market prices(2)
EERDEAERT R BRI E T A A
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__ Percentage share in Hong __ Percentage share in Hong
k=53 HHEJT  Kong’s total value added BE&TT  Kong’s GDP at market
Year ($ Mn) at basic prices ($ Mn) prices
2020 31,000 1.2% 51,000 1.9%
2021 38,000 1.4% 62,000 2.1%
2022 38,000 1.4% 62,000 2.2%
2023 44,000 1.5% 68,000 2.3%
*®2 A= GE LR ULERE R YN 5
Table 2 Employment of sports and related activities
e YN CAERa
= ANBL Percentage share in total
Year Number employment
2020 75 000 2.0%
2021 74 000 2.0%
2022 74 000 2.1%
2023 84 000 2.3%
R DA GRS E R I E E L AT B Notes : Value added at basic prices and GDP at market prices
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figures are valued at current prices.

Value added and GDP figures are rounded to the nearest
billion.

Employment figures are rounded to the nearest thousand.

(1)  Value added at basic prices is defined as the value of
gross output at basic prices less intermediate
consumption valued at purchasers’ prices.

(2)  GDP at market prices refers to the sum of value
added of respective economic activity at basic prices
plus taxes minus subsidies on products.
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Chart1 Percentage share of sports and related activities analysed by component domain,
2022 and 2023
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(a) In terms of value added at basic prices
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(b) In terms of employment
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Operation of sports facilities and sports clubs, including sports education
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Manufacturing, import/export, wholesale and retail of sports-related goods
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Sports tourism
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Supporting services to sports and other sports activities
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