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The Census and Statistics Department conducted the Thematic Household
Survey on use of language in Hong Kong during September to December 2021
to collect information on Hong Kong persons aged 6 to 65 on the use of spoken
and written Chinese and English. This article gives a brief account of the
major findings of the survey.
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Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Social Surveys Section (2), Census and
Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 2887 5179; E-mail : thematic@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 The Census and Statistics Department (C&SD)
conducted the Thematic Household Survey (THS) on
use of language in Hong Kong during September to
December 2021 to collect information on the use of
spoken and written Chinese and English among Hong
Kong persons aged 6 to 65 (excluding foreign
domestic helpers).

2.  Use of language among persons aged
6 to 65

Language most often used at home

2.1 It was estimated that a total of 5442 200
persons (excluding foreign domestic helpers) were
aged 6 to 65 in Hong Kong in 2021. Analysed by
language most often used at home, 92.3% reported
Cantonese, 2.1% English, 2.1% Putonghua, 1.9%
other Chinese dialects and the remaining 1.5% other
languages. (Table 1)
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Table 1 Persons aged 6 to 650 by language most often used at home and age

SRR A A
Age group

PN
Hin
6-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-65 Overall

R A NB AB AB B AB AK
BH = No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of

Language most persons persons  persons  persons persons  persons  persons
often used at home ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)

NG 464.0 545.2 823.4 904.5 1 000.0 1288.2 50254
Cantonese 89.7)  (90.5)  (923)  (904)  (924)  (955)  (92.3)
gk 21.6 9.3 14.6 37.3 22.6 10.4 115.7
English (42) (1.5) (1.6) 3.7) @.1) (0.8) .1)
i 15.8 22.8 20.2 21.9 21.4 10.4 112.5
Putonghua 3.1) (3.8) (2.3) 2.2) (2.0) (0.8) .1)
H T = 4.0 13.3 17.3 15.6 23.1 32.1 105.5
Other Chinese (0.8) 2.2) (1.9) (1.6) @.1) (2.4) (1.9)
dialects
HA 12.0 11.7 16.3 20.8 15.0 7.3 83.2
Others 2.3) (1.9) (1.8) .1) (1.4) (0.5) (1.5)
QHET 517.5 602.2 891.8 1 000.1 1 082.0 1 348.6 5442.2
Total (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)
S L BREEFEIETA 0 TEAERR AR S Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

FEIR NI B R A (8 BIEER AR A AT A A/ Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all persons

B4R - in the respective age groups.

(1) FEFEIMEREET - HERERIE AR (1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers, but including persons

o SE S ERE AT - yvith 'Visual or hearing difficulty, or speech and language
impairment.
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Perceived language competence in Cantonese / spoken

English / Putonghua for daily use

2.2 Among persons aged 6 to 65 (excluding foreign
domestic helpers and persons with hearing difficulty,
or speech and language impairment), 94.4% perceived
their language competence in Cantonese as totally
sufficient or sufficient for daily use, 2.3% as average
and 3.3% as insufficient or totally insufficient.
Analysed by economic activity status, the percentages
of economically active and economically inactive
persons who perceived their language competence in
Cantonese as totally sufficient or sufficient for daily
use were 95.3% and 92.7% respectively. (Table 2)

2.3 For spoken English, 43.6% of those persons
aged 6 to 65 perceived their language competence as
totally sufficient or sufficient for daily use, 25.7% as
average and 30.7% as insufficient or totally
insufficient. Analysed by economic activity status,
the percentage of persons perceiving their language
competence in spoken English as totally sufficient or
sufficient for daily use was higher for economically
active persons, at 45.9%, as against 39.6% for
economically inactive persons. (Table 3)

2.4 Regarding Putonghua, 41.4% perceived their
language competence as totally sufficient or sufficient
for daily use, 33.3% as average and 25.3% as
insufficient or totally insufficient.  Analysed by
economic activity status, about 40% each of
economically active persons (41.7%) and
economically inactive persons (41.0%) perceived their
language competence in Putonghua as totally
sufficient or sufficient for daily use. (Table 4)
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Table 2 Persons aged 6 to 65V by economic activity status and perceived language
competence in Cantonese for daily use

BONEERE TR e S B B A0SR B Pl

Perceived language competence in Cantonese for daily use

TR TR EH

Totally JeF —f% e Totally &t
sufficient  Sufficient Average Insufficient insufficient Total
AB AB N N N AB
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
KB EE G 5 persons  persons persons persons persons persons
Economic activity status ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
(B ESN 2773.4 562.8 55.4 40.2 69.7 35014
Economically active® (79.2) (16.1) (1.6) (1.1) 2.0)  (100.0)
IREELREE) 1451.4 346.5 71.4 30.5 389 19387
Economically inactive (74.9) (17.9) (3.7) (1.6) (2.0) (100.0)
=25 674.7 171.1 44.8 17.9 21.8 930.3
Students (72.5) (18.4) (4.8) (1.9) 2.3 (100.0)
PR E 462.2 1014 17.4 8.0 14.4 603.5
Home-makers (76.6) (16.8) (2.9) (1.3) 2.4 (100.0)
BN 285.7 67.4 7.0 7 7 363.2
Retired persons (78.7) (18.5) (1.9) (1) (1) (100.0)
A 28.8 6.6 7 2.8 7 41.6
Others (69.2) (15.9) ) (6.7) @ (100.0)
=1 4224.8 909.2 126.8 70.6 108.5 5 440.1
Overall (77.7) (16.7) 2.3) (1.3) 2.0)  (100.0)

S L BRNEEFEITE A 0 TEAERIR AR S - Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
FEIE N Y B R AR B4 i E B 5 4 45 B S5 B Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all persons

HAEESLL - in the respective economic activity status groups.

(1) RNEFEi EFR R T ) R A =35 (1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with hearing

B A o difficulty, or speech and language impairment.
Q) FELEPALEFEREATREEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and

unemployed persons.

I E SRR R T A 1 Figures are not released due to relatively large sampling error.
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Table 3 Persons aged 6 to 65V by economic activity status and perceived language
competence in spoken English for daily use

SE OIS R B ¥ 4R E T

Perceived language competence in spoken English for daily use

TR TR
Totally Je# —% e Totally dEst
sufficient  Sufficient Average Insufficient insufficient Total
AB N AB N AB N
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
KBmES G5 persons  persons  persons persons persons  persons
Economic activity status ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
(ERLES) 718.3 887.2 868.3 678.4 3492 35014
Economically active® (20.5) (25.3) (24.8) (19.4) (10.0)  (100.0)
JEE L E) 291.4 476.1 527.2 379.2 264.7 1938.7
Economically inactive (15.0) (24.6) (27.2) (19.6) (13.7) (100.0)
24 181.0 331.0 317.0 92.7 8.6 930.3
Students (19.5) (35.6) (34.1) (10.0) 0.9  (100.0)
FIEER 5 E 63.5 93.2 127.5 184.4 134.9 603.5
Home-makers (10.5) (15.4) 21.1) (30.6) (224)  (100.0)
BIRAA 43.3 49.6 76.3 90.5 103.5 363.2
Retired persons (11.9) (13.6) (21.0) (24.9) (28.5) (100.0)
A 3.6 7 6.4 11.7 17.6 41.6
Others (8.6) ) (15.5) (28.0) 423)  (100.0)
=t 1 009.7 1363.3 1395.5 1 057.6 613.9 5 440.1
Overall (18.6) (25.1) (25.7) (19.4) 11.3)  (100.0)
HE . RN EEKIURR T 0 D TEAERI A BRSO - Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

RSN Y B o 8 A & E B 5 40 B 5 B Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all

HAEESLL - persons in the respective economic activity status groups.
(1) REFE/EFEE T R E A RSEH S3ERE (1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with hearing

B A o difficulty, or speech and language impairment.
2) WELEESALEEMEALREEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.

I R HEEER AR - MFER T A - 1 Figures are not released due to relatively large sampling error.
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Table 4 Persons aged 6 to 65V by economic activity status and perceived language
competence in Putonghua for daily use

LR TR RSB A H AR B TS

Perceived language competence in Putonghua for daily use

SEREH TR ESH
Totally ) —f& = Totally #EEt
sufficient  Sufficient Average Insufficient insufficient Total
AN AN N AN AN AN
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
é:@iﬁ)gib%ﬁ persons persons persons persons persons persons
Economic activity status ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
fEpaFEE 536.4 9225 11857 600.0 2567 35014
Economically active® (15.3) (26.3) (33.9) (17.1) (7.3) (100.0)
IS TES) 297.0 497.1 625.8 336.5 1824 19387
Economically inactive (15.3) (25.6) (32.3) (17.4) 9.4)  (100.0)
= 164.4 295.1 337.7 97.6 35.5 930.3
Students 177 (L) (363 (10.5) (3.8)  (100.0)
LTS 97.4 140.4 170.6 126.3 68.8 603.5
Home-makers (16.1) (23.3) (28.3) (20.9) (11.4)  (100.0)
BFEAA 31.6 54.8 108.2 102.8 65.7 363.2
Retired persons (8.7) (15.1) (29.8) (28.3) (18.1)  (100.0)
pegiif 3.6 6.7 9.2 9.7 12.4 41.6
Others (8.7) (16.2) (22.1) (23.3) 29.7)  (100.0)
=t 833.4 1419.6 1811.5 936.5 439.1 5440.1
Overall 153) @61  (333) 17.2) @.1)  (100.0)
R REEKIURE A 0 S TEAER e ) EAE SRR o Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

RSN Y B o 8 A & E B 5 4 40 B 5 B Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all

AL ESLL - persons in the respective economic activity status groups.
(1) FEFEINEREE T R E R A S3EE (1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with hearing

B A o difficulty, or speech and language impairment.
2) WELEESALEEMEALREEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.
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Perceived language competence in written Chinese /
English for daily use

2.5 In the survey, persons aged 6 to 65 (excluding
foreign domestic helpers and persons with visual
difficulty) were asked about their perceived language
competence in written Chinese and English for daily
use. For written Chinese, 88.7% perceived their
language competence as totally sufficient or sufficient
for daily use, 7.3% as average and 4.0% as insufficient
or totally insufficient. Analysed by economic
activity status, the percentage of persons perceiving
their language competence in written Chinese as
totally sufficient or sufficient for daily use was higher
for economically active persons, at 90.5%, as against
85.5% for economically inactive persons. (Table 5)

2.6 Regarding written English, 45.8% perceived
their language competence as totally sufficient or
sufficient for daily use, 24.9% as average, and 29.3%
as insufficient or totally insufficient. Analysed by
economic activity status, 48.3% of economically
active persons and 41.1% of economically inactive
persons perceived their language competence in
written English as totally sufficient or sufficient for
daily use. (Table 6)
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Table 5 Persons aged 6 to 65V by economic activity status and perceived language
competence in written Chinese for daily use

HEREIR T RIFEN B ¥ 4TSN B BREHE

Perceived language competence in written Chinese for daily use

TR e EH
Totally i o) — % Y= Totally #st
sufficient  Sufficient Average Insufficient insufficient Total
ANB N i ANB N i N i N i
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
KRR 5y persons persons persons persons persons persons
Economic activity status ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
AR 2164.2 1004.4 198.0 47.3 87.3 35013
Economically active® (61.8) (28.7) (5.7) (1.4) 2.5) (100.0)
IREELREE) 1071.2 585.8 197.1 43.5 41.0 19387
Economically inactive (55.3) (30.2) (10.2) (2.2) @.1)  (100.0)
=25 530.1 290.2 72.9 23.0 14.2 930.3
Students (57.0) (31.2) (7.8) (2.5) (1.5  (100.0)
PR E 324.2 177.3 69.7 11.3 21.0 603.5
Home-makers (53.7) (29.4) (11.6) (1.9) (3.5 (100.0)
BIRAA- 199.2 106.7 47.5 7.4 24 363.2
Retired persons (54.8) (29.4) (13.1) (2.0) (0.7) (100.0)
Hit 17.8 116 7.0 7 34 416
Others (42.8) (27.9) (16.8) () (8.3  (100.0)
CE 32355 1590.3 395.1 90.8 128.3 5 440.0
Overall (59.5) (29.2) (7.3) 1.7) (2.4) (100.0)
R RNEEKIURE A 0 S TEAER e ) EAE SRR o Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

FESE NS oA ([ B &8 s G B B 4 4H Bl G B Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all

B ANTHIESTE persons in the respective economic activity status groups.
(1) NEFEIMERRERE TR I REEI AL - (1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with visual

difficulty.
Q) RFELEPALEEREATREEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.

T R SRR BEEAR A - 1 Figures are not released due to relatively large sampling error.
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Table 6 Persons aged 6 to 65V by economic activity status and perceived language
competence in written English for daily use

FOCEREIRE RAMEN HE S E BEH

Perceived language competence in written English for daily use

SR TEAREH
Totally e —f% Y Totally HEst
sufficient  Sufficient Average Insufficient insufficient Total
N N N N N N
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
é:@iﬁ)gib%ﬁ persons persons persons persons persons persons
Economic activity status ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
e FLEE 781.8 910.9 823.0 626.6 3589 35013
Economically active® (22.3) (26.0) (23.5) (17.9) (10.3) (100.0)
E|SEASE R4y RS ) 325.7 472.1 531.9 348.2 260.8 1938.7
Economically inactive (16.8) (24.4) (27.4) (18.0) (13.5)  (100.0)
2 199.9 329.5 306.2 86.3 8.4 930.3
Students (21.5) (35.4) (32.9) 9.3) 0.9  (100.0)
FHEX L 72.4 91.1 140.4 164.7 134.8 603.5
Home-makers (12.0) (15.1) (23.3) (27.3) (22.3)  (100.0)
ABIRAL 50.1 49.1 77.3 86.1 100.6 363.2
Retired persons (13.8) (13.5) (21.3) (23.7) 27.7)  (100.0)
Hit 3.3 7 8.0 11.1 16.9 41.6
Others (7.9) () (19.3) (26.6) 40.6)  (100.0)
(=% 1107.5 1 383.0 1 355.0 974.8 619.7 5 440.0
Overall (20.4) (25.4) (24.9) a7.9 (11.4) (100.0)
R AREEKIUE A 0 S TEAE R BRSO o Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

FEFE AN A R AR B4 i E B 5 4y 45 B S5 B Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all

HAEESLL - persons in the respective economic activity status groups.
(1) NEFESNEZ RE(E L R I BE R A+ - (1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with visual

difficulty.
2) RELFEI A LEEMmEALREEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.

T B HESRREEEA AT - t  Figures are not released due to relatively large sampling error.
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3. Use of language among employed
persons aged 15 to 65

3.1 Of those employed persons aged 15 to 65
(excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with
hearing difficulty, or speech and language
impairment) in 2021, 20.5% considered it necessary
for them to learn and further study Cantonese, spoken
English or Putonghua for the sake of work (lower than
the corresponding figure of 25.4% in 2018). Among
them, 70.9% cited English as the spoken language that
they would like to learn and further study the most,
followed by Putonghua (26.0%) and Cantonese
(3.1%). (Chart 1)

&1 FHERILIFRENRAECHREE (EEREMNEE - EEOEE SRS 15 £

65 Rt AV E SR
Chart 1

Percentage of employed persons aged 15 to 651 by whether considered it

necessary to learn / further study Cantonese, spoken English or Putonghua

for the sake of work

AERTRENRBECREE LB
REJEE ~ BCB I3RS S
Whether considered it necessary to
learn / further study Cantonese, spoken
English or Putonghua for the sake of work

2021 2018

S <
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Yes No
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(1) FEFESNMER R L IR A IR E s SrEls
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BH > RAREEE BN TEY
If yes, spoken language which they would
learn / further study the most®

HEELGE

Spoken Engls LU 105

i

26.0
Putonghua W7

[ NES .
Cantonese % 4'2

9.1

0 20 40 60 80
Hortk %

B2021 02018

Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

(1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with hearing
difficulty, or speech and language impairment.

(2) Figures represent the percentages in respect of all employed
persons aged 15 to 65 who considered it necessary to learn /
further study Cantonese, spoken English or Putonghua for the
sake of work.
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3.2 In 2021, of those employed persons aged 15 to
65 (excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons
with visual difficulty), 11.2% considered it necessary
for them to learn and further study written Chinese or
English for the sake of work (lower than 24.1% in
2018). Among them, 94.5% cited English as the
written language that they would like to learn and
further study the most. The remaining cited Chinese
(5.5%). (Chart 2)

FACHRIFRENRHMECHERE EETXERUNEXERN 15 =&

Percentage of employed persons aged 15 to 65 by whether considered it

necessary to learn / further study written Chinese or written English for the

sake of work
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BEE BTN ER I IERS
Whether considered it necessary to
learn / further study written Chinese

or written English for the sake of work

2021 2018

BE 047

Yes No
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BH R EENERESY
If yes, written language which they would
learn / further study the most®

HYES
Written

English

B ERS
Written
Chinese

94.9

0 20 40 60 80
Hortk %

@2021 02018

Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

(1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with visual
difficulty.

(2) Figures represent the percentages in respect of all employed
persons aged 15 to 65 who considered it necessary to learn /
further study written Chinese or written English for the sake
of work.
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4. FEER /ZEHEESES & 4. Use of language among persons aged

BH 6 & 65 BATHESHER 6 to 65 who were attending schools /
= educational institutions
4.1 fE2021 4 > fhet475 944 300 4IEFE 4.1 In 2021, it was estimated that there were
EARy EHREEE B0 6 T 65 5 AT 944 300 persons aged 6 to 65 who were attending

o N schools / educational institutions (excluding foreign
(A EFEIMERE T RIS AR SA = domestic helpers and persons with hearing difficulty,

FEPEBEHY A1) o B R SRR AL R ER or speech and language impairment). When asked
RSB R 13ET Ii_ngﬁju ' 52.9% FoEE whether they were willing to spend spare time on

. . o .
AR R B B 13 > TP studying spoken English or Putonghua, 52.9% said

\DD g1 .
. . " that they were willing to do so for spoken English.
IS E T TEA R 42'84 > R R The corresponding percentage for Putonghua was

7 2018 E[EFE4RE TS ERVAEEE 7L (5351 42.8%. Both figures were lower than the
B 57.6% K 49.4%) - (B 3) corresponding percentages revealed in a similar survey
in 2018 (at 57.6% and 49.4% respectively). (Chart 3)

E3 EHECHEBERGNESEERSE SESEHINEEER BAEREERS
B 6 ZE 65 EALVRYES L

Chart 3 Percentage of persons aged 6 to 651 who were attending schools / educational
institutions by whether were willing to spend spare time on studying English /

Putonghua
it i
English Putonghua
2021 2018 2021 2018

>

=
mE 8% B O
Yes  No Yes No
= () AEEINEFEEE T NE A RS E =B Note : (1) Excluding foreign domestic helpers and persons with hearing
N difficulty, or speech and language impairment.
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5. EZHEH

51 FARAEEEESERBEY T B8R
Pt G 2012 4F ~ 2015 4F ~ 2018 4%
e 2021 FHEFT - HRAAVEEAEE S B I
BUN&RETEE HhREY ( EREMER P4t H
s F ) E 51 -~ 59 66 K 76 %
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/tc/ElndexbySubject.htm
1?pcode=B1130201&scode=453) -

EBGET AT 20242 H
EREIITRE BNFGETR

5. Further information

5.1 THS on use of language in Hong Kong were
conducted in 2012, 2015, 2018 and 2021.
Detailed results were released respectively in the
Thematic Household Survey Reports No. 51, 59,
66 and 76 published by C&SD
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/ElndexbySubject.html?pco
de=B1130201&scode=453).
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