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The proportion of Hong Kong population having attained higher education
level continues to increase over the years. By 2018, nearly a quarter of the
population aged 15 and over was educated to first degree level or above.

The University Grants Committee (UGC) is the non-statutory body which
advises the Government of the Special Administrative Region on the funding
and strategic development of higher education in Hong Kong. This article
analyses the statistics on university students of programmes funded through
the UGC to reflect the development of the publicly-funded higher education
sector in Hong Kong after the implementation of the New Academic Structure
from the 2012/13 academic year.
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(EzE ¢ (852) 2844 9919 ; &EHS : ugc@ugc.edu.hk) -

Statistics presented in this article are based on the data source from the University
Grants Committee Secretariat. Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Statistics
Unit, University Grants Committee Secretariat

(Tel. : (852) 2844 9919; E-mail : ugc@ugc.edu.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 According to the information of the Census and
Statistics Department, the proportion of Hong Kong
population who have attained higher education
continues to increase over the years. By 2018, nearly
a quarter of the population aged 15 and over was
educated to first degree level or above.

1.2 The University Grants Committee (UGC) is a
non-statutory body which advises the Government of
the Special Administrative Region on the funding and
strategic development of higher education in Hong
Kong. This article presents and analyses the statistics
on university students of programmes funded through
the UGC after the implementation of the New
Academic Structure from 2012/13 academic year.

2. Background

2.1 The UGC, established in 1965, advises the
Government on the funding allocation to its funded
universities and offers impartial and respected expert
advice to the Government on the strategic
development of higher education in Hong Kong. The
Administration and the UGC adopt a triennial
planning cycle in determining the recurrent funding
for the UGC-funded sector, which provides the much
needed certainty of funding over a three-year period.
For each triennium, the UGC engages in a substantive
process of discussion with the universities on their
Planning Exercise Proposals (PEPs) and student
number targets. Subject to a predetermined Cash
Limit from the Administration for the entire sector,
the UGC will then make triennial funding
recommendations for the 8 UGC-funded universities
to the Chief Executive, reflecting the indicative
student number targets and the approved PEPs as
settled with the universities. The recommendations,
after deliberated upon within the Administration, will
be put to the LegCo Panel on Education for
consultation, and to the Finance Committee for
endorsement of the financial implications.
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2.2 A& KET R E 2012-15 = 2.2 The statistics presented in this article reflect the

. r 1 10 — impact of the development of the planning periods of

Eﬁﬁﬁnggfgf SEJ fi )):[20;6 1i—£ﬁ'ﬁﬁ the 2012-15 triennium, the 2015/16 “roll-over” year®

(i 8 BME) it B SR and the 2016-19 triennium (up to 2017/18 academic

REVFZE: - Bt E R IR R A year) that are characterised by the following key

initiatives:

() B 2012/13 EFFAA - E-EARE (i) the extension of the normative length of

H—I SBT3 FIEER 4 & undergraduate programmes from 3 years to 4

o ears from 2012/13 and the intake of two

RAE 2012/13 B4 (WS HUSH B 52 1 Zohorts under the old and new academic
BSR4 structures in 2012/13;

(i) Z IR S AR BN U SR ERAE (if) the progressive increase in the number of

senior year undergraduate intake places;

(i) F2 PR 5 B HY A 738 Sk T hr (18 1 22 (iii)changes in student number targets in

AR B I e L 10 e poovemments

e e e BRI A B AH B B3I S mainly increase in first-year-first-degree

(WEAE -~ T8 ELRYEIERE (FYFD) intake places in the healthcare and

Bi ) S — R ER - ER Ny U A B allied health professionals related programmes

(e.g. medical doctors, dentists, nurses and
physiotherapists, etc.);

LI EfE B2 LB BRI S A NBOE I 5 & The above have resulted in an increase in the
student enrolment of undergraduate programme;
and

(iv) A 2012/13 Z 2018/19 ELEER 43 P ELEY (iv)the phase out of certain sub-degree

LS 2 Y programmes continued during 2012/13 to
HE jﬁmj SRALEREE » DN A5 B S 2018/19 academic years, which resulted in a
RIRERAE NG decrease in the student enrolment of sub-

degree programmes.

2.3 HEFEIBEEE S IEREE REIE 8 2.3 At present, there are 8 universities in Hong Kong
B : funded through the UGC:

e  FEilkhioKER ®  City University of Hong Kong

o Eihoa ke ® Hong Kong Baptist University

® IEpEAEs ® Lingnan University

o FHHEFOIKE ®  The Chinese University of Hong Kong

& FHEHEAE ®  The Education University of Hong Kong

o FHIEHT KE ® The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

o FHIERIRAE ® The Hong Kong University of Science and

Technology
& HAE ®  The University of Hong Kong

1 BURFRESE 2012-15 = FEHAMER w2 2015/16 242 » (E#E 1 The 2012-15 triennium was rolled over to cover 2015/16 academic year in
AR T — {8 = AR A R RS A BT A 5 2 I R iR s order to allow the UGC-funded sector more time to review and reflect on
(FAE TR Y SR 2 - the full impact of the implementation of the New Academic Structure,

before embarking on the next full-scale triennial planning cycle.
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2.4 Each of the UGC-funded universities is an
autonomous body with its own Ordinance and
Governing Council. ~ The universities take full
responsibilities in curricula and academic standards,
the selection of students, conduct of research, staff
recruitment and their terms of employment, internal
allocation of resources, etc.

2.5 In addition, UGC-funded universities can, on the
basis of market demand, launch self-financing
programmes at different study levels. These self-
financing programmes do not fall within the
management of the UGC, but The UGC Notes on
Procedures also clearly set out the principle of no
cross-subsidisation of UGC resources to non-UGC-
funded activities, including these self-financing
programmes. All universities are held responsible for
ensuring these self-financing programmes would not
affect the operations of UGC-funded programmes,
teaching quality and learning resources of students,
etc.

2.6 The student number target is a primary factor in
funding allocation and the universities should thus
adhere as far as possible to the total numbers approved
in the academic and funding cycle. However, the
UGC provides for flexibility in over-enrolment in
general and the admission of non-local students.

3. Impact of higher education
development on student intakes and
enrolment

3.1 As a result of the introduction of “3+3+4” New
Academic Structure since 2012/13 academic year by
the Government, the normative study period of
undergraduate programmes has been extended by 1
year, from 3 years to 4 years, and UGC-funded
universities admitted two cohorts of students under the
old and new academic structures in the 2012/13
academic year. Therefore, FYFD student intakes
increased significantly from 16 354 in 2011/12 to
33073 in 2012/13, and then reduced to 17 089 in
2013/14. Since then, FYFD student intakes only
increased slightly annually and reached 18 096 in
2017/18. During the period between 2011/12 and
2017/18, FYFD intakes recorded an average annual
growth of 1.7%. (Table 1)
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3.2 Taking into account the impact of the extended
normative study period of undergraduate programmes,
student enrolment of UGC-funded undergraduate
programmes increased significantly from 57 311 (in
full-time equivalent term?) in 2011/12 to 75 267 in
2012/13, followed by moderate increase afterwards to
84 285 in 2017/18, representing an average annual
growth rate of 6.6%. Undergraduate students
consistently took up the largest share of total student
enrolment. The proportion of students of
undergraduate programmes increased from 79.8% in
2011/12 to 86.5% in 2017/18. (Table 2)

3.3 To enhance the articulation opportunities of
sub-degree graduates from both the UGC-funded
sector and non-UGC-funded sector, the number of
senior year undergraduate intakes * has increased
progressively from 2288 in 2011/12 to 4872 in
2017/18, representing an average annual growth rate
of 13.4%. (Table 1)

3.4 In addition, senior year undergraduate intake
places increase to 5 000 starting from 2018/19.

2 “Full-time equivalent” numbers are for counting student numbers to
approximate comparable sizes of student population. The statistics
are calculated on the basis of the proportion of time spent by a
student on a course compared with the time which would be spent
on an equivalent full-time course. As such, full-time students
enrolled on full-time courses are counted as 1 whereas part-time
students are to be counted on a pro-rata basis according to the
normal duration of the course (or to the normal duration of an
equivalent full-time course).

3 Senior year undergraduate intakes refer to intakes to senior years of
UGC-funded undergraduate programmes and new intakes to the
first-year of study of UGC-funded top-up undergraduate
programmes.

FC5 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics June 2019

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



=1

2011/12 B2&E = 2017/18 BERE G EBISRIEHI R ARG AR

Table1 Student intakes of UGC-funded programmes, 2011/12 to 2017/18

gk N8 (HEREHHIARBD

Student intakes (full-time equivalent)

T
By

Average annual

BREE percentage change
Level of study 2011/12  2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2011/12-2017/18
BIEEAERIE 2 815 2 630 2 205 2 064 2 052 1944 1 394 -11.1%
Sub-degree (+5.8%)  (-6.6%) (-16.2%) (-6.4%) (-0.6%) (-5.3%) (-28.3%)
BEEERE
Undergraduate
B AERY 16 354 33073 17089 17 309 17 410 17 851 18 096 +1.7%
First-year-first-  (+2.5%) (+102.2%) (-48.3%) (+1.3%) (+0.6%) (+2.5%) (+1.4%)
degree
SRR Ry 2 288 2 724 3 303 4 317 4 559 4 998 4 872 +13.4%
Senior year (+4.0%) (+19.1%) (+21.3%) (+30.7%) (+5.6%) (+9.6%) (-2.5%)
undergraduate
HFEBHEIRERIE 1 584 1 518 1 464 1 544 1 447 1 454 1 388 -2.2%
Taught (8) (-4.2%) (-3.5%) (+5.4%) (-6.3%) (+0.5%) (-4.6%)
postgraduate
I T a7 Y 2 151 2 248 2 409 2 487 2 381 2 565 2 572 +3.0%
Research (-1.3%) (+45%) (+7.2%) (+3.3%) (-4.3%) (+7.7%) (+0.3%)
postgraduate
SR BRI A RS EE A RS A\ B 2 Notes : Figures in brackets denote percentage change of student intakes
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of the level of study compared with the previous academic year.

§ Less than £0.05%.

To tie in with the implementation of the New Academic
Structure, UGC-funded universities admitted two cohorts of
students under the old and new academic structures in the
2012/13 academic year.

Students are admitted to the senior year undergraduate places of
the UGC-funded universities via direct admission.

3.5 In line with government policy, one of the
recommendations of the Higher Education in Hong
Kong—Report of the University Grants Committee
was that, in general, sub-degree and taught
postgraduate programmes should be put on a self-
financing basis. The adoption of the recommendation
leads to decrease in the number of approved intake

places for sub-degree and taught postgraduate
programmes.
FC6 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics June 2019
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3.6 As a result, the sub-degree student intakes
decreased remarkably from 2 815 in 2011/12 to 1 394
in 2017/18, and the taught postgraduate student
intakes decreased slightly from 1584 in 2011/12 to
1388 in 2017/18. Student enrolment of sub-degree
programmes therefore decreased from 5606 in
2011/12 to 3423 in 2017/18, representing an average
annual rate of decrease of 7.9%. Student enrolment of
taught postgraduate programmes also decreased from
2 379 in 2011/12 to 2 082 in 2017/18, representing an
average annual rate of decrease of 2.2%.
(Tables 1 and 2)

3.7 Student enrolment of research postgraduate
programmes continued to increase from 6496 in
2011/12 to 7 594 in 2017/18, representing an average
annual rate of increase of 2.6%. (Table 2)

®2 2011/12 852 2017/18 BBEREF G R BIZRIENRE AH
Table 2 Student enrolment of UGC-funded programmes, 2011/12 to 2017/18

BEAE (HEREHHARD

Student enrolment (full-time equivalent)

PG
BEH R
Average annual
percentage change

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18

2011/12-2017/18

EREE

Level of study

RIERAERE 5606 5457 4 969
Sub-degree (7.8%) (6.1%) (5.4%)
e m e Y 57 311 75 267 77 199
Undergraduate (79.8%) (83.7%) (84.4%)
WHFEhEEaRERE 2379 2428 2271
Taught postgraduate (3.3%) (2.7%) (2.5%)
WHFEEH IR e 6 496 6771 6 985
Research postgraduate  (9.0%)  (7.5%) (7.6%)
=5 71 793 89 923 91 424

Overall

4300 4072 4055 3423 -7.9%
(4.6%) (4.3%) (4.2%) (3.5%)
79 916 81 732 83 058 84 285 +6.6%
(85.4%) (85.6%) (85.7%) (86.5%)
2299 2271 2197 2 082 -2.2%
(2.5%) (24%) (2.3%) (2.1%)
7103 7359 7558 7 594 +2.6%
(7.6%) (7.7%) (7.8%) (7.8%)
93 619 95 435 96 868 97 384 +5.2%

(100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)

ERE YR AR R A M5 A
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Notes : Figures in brackets denote percentage shares of student enrolment
of the level of study in total student enrolment.

To tie in with the implementation of the New Academic Structure,
UGC-funded universities admitted two cohorts of students under
the old and new academic structures in the 2012/13 academic
year.

Research postgraduate figures refer to students funded by UGC
within normal study periods.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
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Chart1 Student enrolment of UGC-funded programmes, 2011/12 to 2017/18
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Structure, UGC-funded universities have admitted two cohorts of
students under the old and new academic structures in the
2012/13 academic year.

Research postgraduate figures refer to students funded by UGC
within normal study periods.

3.8 Analysed by broad academic programme
category, students of UGC-funded programmes in
engineering and technology (20.5%), business and
management (18.5%) and sciences (17.0%) took up
the top 3 largest share of student enrolment in
2017/18. Similar distribution is observed in 2011/12.
In terms of average annual percentage change, during
2011/12 to 2017/18, student enrolment in medicine,
dentistry and health recorded the highest average
annual growth rate of 6.8%. Student enrolment in
social sciences (5.9%) and sciences (5.8%) recorded
the second and third highest average annual growth
rate respectively. (Table 3)
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The changes in student intakes and enrolment of
UGC-funded programmes at different levels of study

and student enrolment in different broad academic

programme categories reflect the development of

higher education over the years.

2011/12 B4E R, 2017/18 BEiE BRRNERIBI (UBCE R BRI R4 A

Table 3 Student enrolment of UGC-funded programmes by broad academic programme
category, 2011/12 and 2017/18

B BURE FraEREE
Undergraduate All levels of study
SR SR
BEEH R BEEH R
SN S Average BENE Average
(HEREEH AR annual (HEREBEHAR) annual
Student enrolment percentage Student enrolment percentage
FEERDER (full-time equivalent) change (full-time equivalent) change
Broad academic programme 2011/12- 2011/12-
category 2011/12  2017/18 2017/18 2011/12 2017/18 2017/18
B IRHIEEER 5 935 9 883 +8.9% 7 365 10 924 +6.8%
Medicine, Dentistry and Health (10.4%) (11.7%) (10.3%) (11.2%)
HER 9 462 14 002 +6.7% 11 785 16 545 +5.8%
Sciences (16.5%)  (16.6%) (16.4%) (17.0%)
TRERHIRHRR 10 023 15 467 +7.5% 14 708 19 941 +5.2%
Engineering and Technology (17.5%) (18.4%) (20.5%) (20.5%)
PR E R 12 747 17 406 +5.3% 13 765 18 002 +4.6%
Business and Management (22.2%)  (20.7%) (19.2%) (18.5%)
HERER 8 237 12 186 +6.7% 9482 13 379 +5.9%
Social Sciences (14.4%) (14.5%) (13.2%) (13.7%)
SCRFIASTRIEERE 7 996 11 881 +6.8% 9 234 12 755 +5.5%
Arts and Humanities (14.0%) (14.1%) (12.9%) (13.1%)
HEM 2 911 3 459 +2.9% 5 456 5 838 +1.1%
Education (5.1%) (4.1%) (7.6%) (6.0%)
=5 57 311 84 285  +6.6% 71 793 97 384 +5.2%
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)

Notes: Figures in brackets denote percentage shares of student
enrolment of the broad academic programme category in total
student enrolment in that level of study.

SERE  IESRA BT E A B £ R B A NS B
EEEE SN o Rl

Since some UGC-funded programmes are mapped to more
than one academic programme category (APC), students of
these programmes are counted across the APCs concerned on
a pro rata basis. Thus the student numbers of some APCs are
decimal figures and are rounded to the nearest whole number.
As such, figures may not add up to the corresponding totals.
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4.  Special educational needs students

41 To facilitate special educational needs*
(SEN) students to pursue UGC-funded programmes
and adapt to campus life, as well as to further
promote an inclusive culture, UGC provided a one-
off special grant of $20 million in total for the 8
UGC-funded universities in 2015 to enhance these
universities’ support for students with SEN, such as
purchasing necessary aids and equipment,
strengthening training among academic and
administrative staff, and supporting student bodies
to organise events and activities to encourage
integration of students with SEN into campus life.
In July 2018, UGC launched phase two of the
funding scheme which will last for two years and
under which the UGC-funded universities are
provided with an additional grant of $20 million in
total to further enhance the support in this area.

4.2  Student enrolment of SEN students in UGC-
funded sub-degree and undergraduate programmes
increased from 196 in 2011/12 to 483 in 2017/18,
representing an average annual growth rate of
16.2%. Over the same period, student enrolment of
UGC-funded sub-degree and undergraduate
programmes recorded an average annual growth
rate of 5.4% only. As a result, the proportion of
students with SEN in UGC-funded sub-degree and
undergraduate programmes increased from 0.3% in
2011/12 to 0.5% in 2017/18. (Table 4)

4 The types of special educational needs include specific learning
difficulties, autism spectrum disorders, attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder, physical disability, visual impairment,
hearing impairment, speech and language impairment, and other
types of disabilities as reported by universities.
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Table 4 Number and proportion of students with SEN in UGC-funded sub-degree and
undergraduate programmes, 2011/12 to 2017/18

S4B (ABD

Student enrolment (headcount)

PG
BEH R
Average annual
percentage change

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2011/12-12017/18

BRAEETFENESE N
Student enrolment of SEN
students

196 258

BRGEEE  H
Overall student enrolment

65 339

AR RS 03% 0.3%
Btk

Proportion of SEN students

264

82854 84194 86318 88051 89122

0.3%

318 353 385 483 +16.2%

89 712 +5.4%

04% 04% 04% 0.5% -

RECE 2RI - ZEEG AR 2012/13
B[R] IRy B 5 SR OB R R R HE 22 A

FERE -

- A -

5. ARHIEFESEHVERL

51 KM IEEEESEA (VR RIGIE T B FE
o/ S B W R S IR SRR 24 ) T5
I - 2= HHEE G GRS K 2B
FEAVHER A% > i 2011/12 B242H 156 A |
F+% 2017/18 451y 352 N “PHYEFFHME
14.5% - [F#] > = HHE&E G EBRISZ ALK
SR SRR AN SR A Uk N BUA SRS
HEEF 1.7% BB & - AR IR SRER L HYHY
i NBUS = HHEE G B BRI R 5
i SR A2 A 5 A UGk N By 73 BE > |
2011/12 E£41 0.8% [Nt 7% 2017/18 £
FH16%- (F£5)
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Notes: To tie in with the implementation of the New Academic
Structure, UGC-funded universities admitted two cohorts of
students under the old and new academic structures in the
2012/13 academic year.

- Not applicable.

5.  Non-Chinese local

students

speaking

5.1 Regarding non-Chinese speaking (NCS) local
students (i.e. students whose ethnicity is not
Chinese and/or spoken language at home is not
Chinese), the number of intakes in full-time UGC-
funded sub-degree and undergraduate programmes
increased from 156 in 2011/12 to 352 in 2017/18,
representing an average annual growth rate of
14.5%. Over the same period, local student intakes
of full-time UGC-funded sub-degree and
undergraduate programmes recorded an average
growth rate of 1.7% only. The proportion of NCS
student in local student intakes of full-time UGC-
funded sub-degree and undergraduate programmes
therefore increased from 0.8% in 2011/12 to 1.6%
in 2017/18. (Table 5)
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Table 5 Number and proportion of NCS local students admitted to full-time UGC-funded
sub-degree and undergraduate programmes, 2011/12 to 2017/18

s AR (ABD

Student intakes (headcount)

PG
BEH R
Average annual
percentage change

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2011/12-2017/18

AR AL SR A B 156 256 243 224 283 352 +14.5%
NCS local student intakes
RERG AN B2 A sk A\ B 19264 34161 20042 21118 21403 21954 21368 +1.7%

Overall local student intakes

A FEERR R A A T o bl 0.8% 0.7%
Proportion of NCS local
student intakes

12% 10% 13% 1.6% -

A BREEHEHIEE - B g EIIRELE 2012/13
ERAE R IRy B 5 SR BB R R R HE SR A

- A -

6. JEARHEL

6.1 BERLIRAREMAREGEKERH
EERE Y — W EE 2 ERAL SRR A &
M R B PR T3 DBV SR AROB B e A AR S
# - TEEBHEGEIREZAEZFLSL
FEULHYIEAMER A N8 - 7€ 2011/12 ER4EHY
10770 A KWEE £ 2017/18 24214y 17 050
A o B 5y RO HY 28 R B A 15 T 1 {F HH AT 3
77 o FEAHLER A AL B2 A A 5 o LR TR
2011/12 E24FHY 14.2% 72 2017/18 FEFERY
17.0% - (F6 KE2)
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Notes: To tie in with the implementation of the New Academic
Structure, UGC-funded universities admitted two cohorts of
students under the old and new academic structures in the
2012/13 academic year.

- Not applicable.

6. Non-local students

6.1 Internationalisation is still one of the central
themes of all UGC-funded universities and should
permeate the whole gamut of institutional activities in
an age of rapid globalisation and intense regional and
international competition.  Reflecting part of the
universities’ efforts in this regard, the number of non-
local students studying UGC-funded programmes has
seen an increase from 10 770 in 2011/12 to 17 050 in
2017/18, mainly through over-enrolment outside the
approved student number targets of the programmes.
Of total student enrolment, the percentage of non-
local students increased from 14.2% in 2011/12 to
17.0% in 2017/18. (Table 6 and Chart 2)
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6.2 Analysed by place of origin, the mainland of
China was the major source of non-local students of
UGC-funded programmes over the years. However,
the percentage share dropped from 83.0% in 2011/12
to 71.0% in 2017/18. Students from other parts of
Asia, having the largest average annual growth of
20.7% in student number, comprised 24.5% of the
total non-local student enrolment in 2017/18,
compared with 12.6% in 2011/12. Contributing 4.5%
of the total number of non-local students in 2017/18,
students from the rest of the world registered an
average annual increase of 8.2% over the period.
(Table 6)

®R6 2011/12 B4 2017/18 B4 R EHE B E G EBIRMENFEAR MR 4 A8
Table 6 Non-local students of UGC-funded programmes by place of origin, 2011/12 to

2017/18
SR
BEE R
SEAB (ABD Average annual
Student enrolment (headcount) percentage
change
[RiEh g
Place of origin 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2011/12-2017/18
el EaNpiiid 8 937 10963 11 374 11 610 11 891 12 037 12 099 +5.2%
The mainland of China  (83.0%) (80.3%) (78.4%) (76.6%) (75.6%) (73.1%) (71.0%)
S A 135 2105 2495 2831 3130 3704 4184 +20.7%
Other parts of Asia (12.6%) (15.4%) (17.2%) (18.7%) (19.9%) (22.5%) (24.5%)
Hofthr s 478 593 710 706 733 766 +8.2%
The rest of the world (4.4%) (4.3%) (4.4%) (4.7%) (45%) (4.4%) (4.5%)
st 10 770 13 661 14 510 15 151 15 727 16 474 17 050 +8.0%
Total (100.0%6) (100.0%6) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%6) (100.0%) (100.0%)

R C A (e = p =R AT LN (B N YN
BT AL -

Ut R FE T E AN S 2 A Y B o (B R

7

FE A DU A B 5+ 1B R AP R R
7 -
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Notes : Figures in brackets denote percentage shares of students from the
place to total enrolment of non-local students.

Place of origin of non-local students is determined having regard
to their nationality / place of residence.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
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Chart 2 Non-local student enrolment of UGC-funded programmes, 2011/12 to 2017/18
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internationalisation, UGC-funded universities see
student exchanges conducive to raising the quality
and international network of university education.
The universities hence provide increasingly more
exchange opportunities. Exchange® activities include
incoming exchange from non-local students and
outgoing exchange.  Under reciprocal exchange
agreements between Hong Kong institutions and non-
local institutions, the presence of non-local students
enriches the learning experience of local students and,
for outgoing exchange students, student exchange
helps broaden their horizons and foster their global
outlook, and ability for cross-culture management.

5 “Exchange” refers to activities primarily for study purpose and
covered by a formal exchange agreement with a non-local partner
institution which stipulates a two-way movement of students between
the two institutions. Exchange students refer to those who stay in the
local/non-local institution concerned and enrol in credit-bearing
courses due to exchange activities. In counting the student number,
an exchange student who participates in more than one student
exchange programmes in an academic year for at least one semester
in each of the programmes is counted once in each of the exchange
programmes concerned.
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In 2017/18,

there were a total of 6405

incoming exchange students. Analysed by the place
of origin, 1254 were from the United States of
America, followed by the mainland of China (771),
the United Kingdom (704), Canada (458), the
Netherlands (364) and France (310). (Chart 3)

2017/18 BBAFHARIF I E 7 IR AR S A

Chart 3 Distribution of incoming exchange students by source country, 2017/18
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Under reciprocal exchange arrangements,

there were similar numbers of outgoing exchange.

Of the 6453 outgoing exchange students

in

2017/18, most went to the United Kingdom (968),
followed by the United States of America (965),
Canada (524), Sweden (349), the mainland of China
(345) and the Netherlands (343). (Chart 4)
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8. Conclusion

8.1 After the implementation of the New
Academic Structure as from 2012/13 academic
year, there were substantial increases in student
enrolment  of  UGC-funded  undergraduate
programmes between 2011/12 and 2017/18. Under
successive government policy decisions in the
higher education sector, the number of senior year
undergraduate intakes also progressively increased
during the same period.

8.2 On the other hand, student enrolment of
UGC-funded sub-degree and taught post-graduate
programmes decreased following the government
policy to put a bulk of such programmes on a self-
financing basis.
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8.3 In addition, to facilitate SEN students in
pursuing higher education, financial support has
been provided to UGC-funded universities for
better support. The proportion of SEN students in
UGC-funded sub-degree and undergraduate
programmes had increased over the same period.

8.4 Reflecting part of the efforts of universities
in promoting internationalisation as one of the
central themes of all UGC-funded universities, the
number of non-local students studying UGC-funded
programmes increased  significantly. The
universities have also been providing increasingly
more exchange opportunities.
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