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In 2023, a total of 90 276 crimes were recorded in Hong Kong, representing
an increase of 29% when compared with 2022. The overall detection rate was
31%. There were 10 122 cases of violent crime, registering an increase of
15%. Major crimes that recorded increases included deception, theft,
blackmail and burglary. This article aims to give an overview of the crime
statistics in 2023.
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Statistics presented in this article are based on the data source from the Hong Kong
Police Force. Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Statistics Office, Crime
Wing, Hong Kong Police Force

(Tel. : (852) 2860 8438; E-mail : gen-enquiry@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 In 2023, a total of 90276 crimes were
recorded in Hong Kong, representing an increase of
29% when compared with the preceding year. The
overall detection rate was 31%. There were 10 122
cases of violent crime, registering an increase of
15%. This article aims to give an overview of the
crime statistics of 2023.

1.2 In terms of reported cases, increases were
recorded in various crimes in 2023, including
deception, thefts, blackmail, burglary, indecent
assault, criminal intimidation, criminal damage,
domestic violence crimes, wounding and serious
assault, robbery and rape. Meanwhile, decreases
were recorded in serious drug offences, triad-related
crimes, arson and homicide.

2. Overall crime situation

2.1 The overall crime figure in 2023 increased to
90 276, an increase of 20228 cases or 29% when
compared with 70 048 in 2022. The increase was
mainly contributed by deception, thefts and blackmail
cases which increased by 11901, 4879 and 833
cases respectively. The significant increase of
deception cases in the recent years was concerning,
with the number increasing from 8 216 cases in 2019
to 39 824 cases in 2023. The overall crime rate
measured by  number of  crimes  per
100 000 population was 1 198 cases, the first time
exceeding 1 000 cases since 2013.  (Chart 1)

3. Violent crime

3.1  Violent crime includes major offences such as
murder, manslaughter, wounding, serious assault,
robbery, rape, indecent assault, kidnapping,
blackmail, criminal intimidation and arson, etc.
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Chart1 Overall crime situation, 2014 to 2023
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S FEER (HEIEBAONENEER
No. Crime rate (crimes per 100 000 popt
20 000
=@ SEZEHR Crime rate
15000
11 073 10 889
10103 10 122
9690
10000 | 9086 8884 9391 9587 5830
153 149
138
5000 | 123 119 129 126 129 120 134 1
0
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
wAGETHT] 202541 B FB3 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2025

ERRIITHE BUORFGETER

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



33 2023 FRAFETRTEENIEEER
RGN R B EBRT > (5% FEEFED
36% ° Bl K S 2 A 53 BIAS 26% K
15% - (& 3)

&l 3 2023 R FITREATEA

3.3 Wounding and serious assault was the major
type of violent crime in 2023, accounting for 36% of
the total violent crime in the year. Blackmail and
criminal intimidation constituted another 26% and
15% respectively. (Chart 3)

Chart3 Violent crime analysed by type, 2023
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H At Others (7%)

N U7 Homicide (§)
1T%h Robbery (1%)

Note : § Less than 0.5%

4.  Selected types of crimes

Homicide

4.1 In 2023, there were 28 homicide cases, 2 cases
less than those in 2022. 3 of them were related to
domestic violence and another 6 were committed by

relatives. Of the 28 cases in 2023, 27 cases were
detected. (Table 1)
Robbery

4.2 A total of 97 robbery cases were reported in
2023, representing an increase of 26% over the
preceding year. 43% of the cases were street
robberies. None of the cases involved genuine
fircarms while only 1 case involved pistol-like
objects. (Table 1)

4.3  The number of robbery cases in 2023 was the
second lowest record since 1969, from the peak of 35
cases a day on average in 1974 to less than 0.3 case a
day in 2023.
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Burglary

44  There was 1354 burglary cases in 2023, an
increase of 468 cases as compared to 2022. Around
30% of the burglary cases (403 cases) were
committed at non-residential premises while the
remaining 70% (951 cases) were committed at
residential premises. 506 cases were detected with
386 persons arrested during the year, including
76 Mainlanders (around 20%) with 65 of them being
visitors. (Table 1)

4.5  There were 50 cases at residential premises
that inflicted a loss of $500,000 or above, an increase
of 18 cases or 56% over 2022. Most of these cases
took place in the New Territories North (14 cases),
Hong Kong Island (13 cases) and the New Territories
South (10 cases).

Wounding and serious assault

4.6  The number of wounding and serious assault
cases in 2023 was 3 636 cases, a slight increase of
1% over 3 614 cases in 2022. 73% of these cases
were detected. (Table 1)

47  Among these 3 636 wounding and serious
assault cases, 308 cases were triad-related which was
8% less than the figure in 2022. On the other hand,
429 youths (aged 10-20) were arrested due to crimes
of wounding and serious assault, an increase of 11%
over a year earlier.

Serious drug offences

4.8  Serious drug offences decreased to
1 153 cases in 2023, 283 cases or 20% less than those
in 2022. Cases found involving heroin (+35 cases)
saw an increase, while cases involving cannabis (-
159 cases), Ice (-65 cases), ketamine (-42 cases) and
cocaine (-20 cases) were on a decrease. (Table 1)
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4.9 A total of 1 605 persons were arrested due to
serious drug offences in 2023, a decrease of
347 persons or 18% over 2022. The number of
youths arrested (178 persons) fell by 40% when
compared with 2022, among whom the number of
juveniles aged 10 to 15 arrested (18 persons) dropped
by 58%. Of the juveniles arrested, 17 persons were
involved in trafficking, a decrease of 56%.

Criminal intimidation

4.10 There were 1505 «cases of criminal
intimidation in 2023, an increase of 11% over 2022.
Of these, 490 were related to debt collection,
representing 33% of all such cases. (Table 1)

Blackmail

4.11 A total of 2659 cases of blackmail were
recorded in 2023, a rise of 833 cases or 46% over
2022. The increase was mainly attributed to cases
related to “Naked Chat”. (Table 1)

4.12 Blackmail cases involving “Naked Chat”
increased by 715 cases or 51% from 1402 cases in
2022 to 2 117 cases in 2023, accounting for 80% of
all blackmail cases in 2023.  Culprits made
acquaintances of victims through social media
platform and photos or video clips were taken or
recorded for blackmail purposes after victims had
been asked to get naked or make indecent gestures in
front of camera via instant messaging applications.

Arson

4.13 250 cases of arson were recorded in 2023,
5cases or 2% less than those in 2022. Among
them, 14 cases (6%) were triad-related, which was
17% higher than the number recorded in 2022.
(Table 1)

Rape and indecent assault

4.14 There were 67 cases of rape in 2023, a rise of
14 cases or 26% over 2022. 96% of the cases were
detected. It was found that around 96% of the cases
were committed by acquaintances. Only 3 cases
involved strangers (1 more case when compared with
2022).  Victims of 7cases came to know the
offenders via the Internet (+1 case). (Table 1)
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4.15 The number of indecent assault cases in 2023
was 1 162 cases, represented an increase of 209 cases
(+22%) when compared with 2022. There also saw
a year-on-year increase in the number of cases taking
place on public transport and associated locations
(245 cases in 2023, 64 cases or 35% more when
compared with 2022) and above 60% (158 cases) of
such cases occurred within Mass Transit Railway
areas. (Table 1)

Thefts

4.16 Theft cases accounted for a substantial share
of all crimes reported. In 2023, a total of 23 135
theft cases were recorded, representing 26% of the
overall crime figure. There was a year-on-year
increase of 4 879 cases or 27% when compared with
2022. Increases were recorded for miscellaneous
thefts (+2 742 cases or +28%), shop theft
(+1 785 cases or +28%), pickpocketing (+488 cases
or +264%), theft from vehicle (+95 cases or +13%)
and snatching (+17 cases or +27%). (Table 1)

4.17 There were 8 221 shop theft cases in 2023 and
the victimised shops were mainly supermarkets
(accounted for 41%). A total of 4 943 persons were
arrested due to shop theft, an increase of 589 persons
or 14% when compared with 2022. The persons
arrested were mainly local residents (82%). (Table

1)
Deception

418 A total of 39824 deception cases were
reported in 2023, an increase of 43% over 2022.
The increase was mainly attributed to a rise in cases
of “Online Deception” (+7 715 cases to 27 314 cases)
and “Telephone Deception” (+382cases to

3 213 cases). In recent years, deception replaced
thefts as the crime category contributing the most in
overall crime figures, with the percentage of
deception cases in overall crime cases increasing
from 14% in 2019 to 44% in 2023. (Table 1)

Criminal damage

4.19 There were 5 298 cases of criminal damage in
2023, up by 126 cases or 2% over 2022. Among
these criminal damage cases, 268 cases or 5% were
triad-related, an increase of 56 cases or 26% over a
year ago. (Table 1)
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5. Persons arrested for crime

5.1 In 2023, 34135 persons were arrested for
crimes as compared with 28 829 persons in the
previous year. Of these arrested persons, 24 129
were males (71%) and 10 006 were females (29%).
The sex composition was similar to that in 2022.

Youth offenders

5.2 The number of youths arrested for criminal
offences in 2023 was 3 041, an increase of 10% when
compared with the preceding year. They
constituted 9% of the total number of persons
arrested, much the same as the percentage (10%) in
2022. Most of them were arrested for deception,
wounding and serious assault, criminal damage,
miscellaneous thefts, shop theft, serious drug

offences and indecent assault, etc.

Mainland illegal immigrants and Mainland visitors
arrested for crime

5.3  In 2023, a total of 351 illegal immigrants from
the mainland of China (the Mainland) were arrested,
a decrease of 322 persons or 48% when compared
with 673 persons in the preceding year. Among
them, 78 were arrested for criminal offences, a rise of
13 persons or 20% when compared with 65 persons
in the preceding year. (Table 1)

5.4  Visitor arrivals from the Mainland reached
26.8 million in 2023. During the year, a total of
1 548 Mainland visitors were arrested for criminal
offences. = This translated into an average of
6 arrested persons in every 100000 Mainland
visitors. However, it is worthy to note that this
figure was much lower than that for visitors from
other countries and for all visitors (16 and 8§
respectively in 2023). (Table 1)
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6. Conclusion

6.1  The overall law and order situation in Hong
Kong is satisfactory. = The overall crime rate
maintained at low level when compared with
metropolis of similar degree of development like
New York, Paris, London and Toronto. As for
offences such as murder, robbery and burglary,
which can generally reflect the law and order
situation of a place, the respective crime rates in
Hong Kong are also lower than those in most cities.
This exhibits that Hong Kong is indeed one of the
safest and most stable societies in the world.
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Table1  Crime situation, 2019 to 2023
2023 4FHE 2022 FERE
2023 compared with 2022
By SEHEOE
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Numerical % change
1. LR TR 2 Overall crime 59225 63 232 64 428 70 048 90 276 +20 228 +29
1. L YaEE S Violent crime 9690 9391 9587 8830 10122 +1 292 +15
111 TR Selected type of crime
1. BExgzE® Homicide (V 24 22 23 30 28 -2 -7
2. BUEENZED > GFE ¢ All robberies (V, including : 210 264 123 77 97 +20 +26
- FPEMeEhZE * Robbery with firearms 0 0 0 0 0 0 -
- REHAMfeah 2 * Robbery with arms 1 1 0 0 0 0 -
(EB) (Stun guns)
- FPEILFHE » Robbery with 6 5 0 2 1 -1 250
L5 ES pistol-like object
- $RITHEIZE * Bank robbery 2 0 0 1 0 -1 -100
- Sl SRTHIE * Goldsmith/Watch shop 19 12 1 3 7 +4 +133
robberies
3. IREEZE Burglary 2394 2095 1472 886 1354 +468 +53
AR B ERFTY  Wounding and 4932 4563 4124 3614 3636 +22 +1
serious assault ()
BA - Wounding 1030 1049 732 565 558 -7 -1
- B EEYTT « Serious assault 3902 3514 3392 3049 3078 +29 +1
5. BETHMMIETT Serious drug offences 740 1149 1570 1436 1153 -283 -20
6.  JH/EEEELLEHRO Criminal intimidation () 1180 1401 1604 1361 1505 +144 +11
7. BRO Blackmail 415 1399 1592 1826 2659 +833 +46
8. Hik®™ Arson (" 927 473 315 255 250 -5 -2
9. GgzE" Rape (" 50 64 79 53 67 +14 +26
10. FErEO Indecent assault () 982 682 1018 953 1162 +209 +22
11. BJEEREZE > BFE Al thefts, including : 20 761 20314 19 065 18 256 23 135 +4 879 +27
- B * Snatching 181 163 79 64 81 +17 +27
<P (FTEE) - Pickpocketing 559 432 313 185 673 +488 +264
. JEEHAETE + Shop theft 7008 7756 7187 6436 8221 +1 785 +28
« HNEFE + Theft from vehicle 1290 1366 904 752 847 +95 +13
« HETEE RS + Miscellaneous thefts 10657 9476 9732 9728 12470 +2 742 +28
- REEH + Missing motor vehicles 666 895 535 769 529 -240 231
12. FE8R Deception 8216 15553 19249 27 923 39 824 +11 901 +43
13. JHEEEgs Criminal damage 7489 6432 5709 5172 5298 +126 +2
V.  Z=&eHEgEE Triad-related crimes 1353 1761 1888 2554 2334 -220 -9
V. HKhEIMEEZE(:  Domestic violence crimes 1115 1139 1196 1128 1235 +107 +9
VI. SCTEMHH AL - Persons arrested for crime : 28 058 29 565 29 218 28 829 34 135 +5 306 +18
 DAESEID * Juveniles 1140 1218 1114 985 1035 +50 +5
(10 E 155%) (aged 10 - 15)
« HESHE * Young persons 3128 2769 1907 1789 2006 +217 +12
(16 Z 20 %) (aged 16 - 20)
- NHIEE A + Mainland illegal 41 63 136 65 78 +13 +20
immigrants
- k% () + Visitors (Mainland) 1536 392 251 266 1548 +1 282 +482
- §k% (HAh) + Visitors (Others) 1201 1090 1012 784 1123 +339 +43

R () BN HES R IR

- AEH -

FAGETHT] 202541 F
FHRBITHE BUN4ETRE

FB10

- Not applicable.

Notes : (1) Belongs to a type of violent crime.
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