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The labour market of Hong Kong remained generally slack in the first half of
1999. The unemployment rate remained at a level of over 6.0%. This article
aims to analyse the characteristics of the latest unemployed population of Hong
Kong.
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If you have any enquiries on this article, please call General Household Survey
Section (2), Census and Statistics Department (Tel. : 2887 5506).
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1. Introduction

1.1  The Hong Kong economy has experienced a
downward adjustment since the latter part of 1997.
Along with the setback in economic activity, there
was a marked easing in the labour market
conditions. In general, both the number of
unemployed persons and the unemployment rate
increased.

1.2 Unemployment has become one of the focal
issues of social concern. Statistical measures of
unemployment provide an indication of the
situation of the economy and also reflect the extent
of unused capacity in the labour force.

1.3 Unemployment statistics are compiled
based on data obtained from the General
Household Survey (GHS). The current quarterly
sample size of the GHS is about 24 000 households.
A rotational replicate sample design is adopted in
the survey such that about half of the sample in the
current month will be enumerated again three
months later. Information on personal, labour
force and household characteristics is collected
from all persons in the sampled households where
appropriate.

1.4 This article provides an analysis on the
characteristics of the latest unemployed population
of Hong Kong. It aims to give a better
understanding about unemployment.

2. Conceptual Framework

2.1  Statistics on the labour force,
unemployment and so on are compiled in
accordance with the conceptual framework
recommended by the International Labour
Organization (ILO). The recommendations
regarding definitions and so on have been based on
research and in-depth discussions among
economists,  sociologists,  statisticians  and
statistical practitioners concerned, and are highly
rational. Moreover, only statistics based on
internationally accepted definition are
internationally comparable.
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2.2 Individuals in the population can be divided
into two main groups according to their economic
activity status, viz. the economically active
population and the economically inactive
population.

2.3 The economically active population, also
known as the labour force, comprises the
employed population and the unemployed
population. Labour force participation rate refers
to the proportion of labour force in the total land-
based non-institutional population aged 15 and
over. This is a measure of the propensity of the
working age population to be in the labour force.

2.4 The economically inactive population is
made up of those persons who have not had a job
and have not been at work during the seven days
before enumeration, excluding persons who have
been-on leave/holiday during the seven-day period
and persons who are unemployed. It comprises
mainly home-makers, retired persons and those
below the age of 15.

2.5 The employed population comprises all those
persons aged 15 and over who have been at work
for pay/profit or have had formal job attachment
during the seven days before enumeration.

2.6 The underemployed population comprises
those employed persons who have involuntarily
worked less than 35 hours during the seven days
before enumeration and have sought additional
work during the thirty days before enumeration, or
have not sought but have been available for
additional work during the seven days before
enumeration. The underemployed population is a
part of the employed population.
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2.7 The unemployed population comprises all
unemployed persons. For a person aged 15 or
over to be classified as unemployed, that person
should:

(a) not have had a job and should not have
performed any work for pay or profit
during the seven days before
enumeration; and

(b) have been available for work during the
seven days before enumeration; and

(c) have sought work during the thirty days
before enumeration.

Besides, if a person aged 15 or over fulfils the
conditions (a) and (b) above but has not sought
work during the thirty days before enumeration
because he/she believed that work was not
available, he/she is still classified as unemployed,
being regarded as a so-called “discouraged
worker”.

2.8 Unemployment rate refers to the proportion
of unemployed persons in the labour force. It is
computed as the number of unemployed persons
divided by the size of the labour force and
multiplied by 100%.

29 A well-structured questionnaire is adopted
in the GHS to collect the required data for
classifying the economic activity status of the
respondents objectively and accurately.

2.10 It should be noted that generic terms like
“housewife” and “retired person” are not used in
the GHS. In conducting the survey, the
questionnaire adopted contains a series of rigorous
and objective questions in order to collect the
required data for classifying whether a person
being enquired is unemployed or not. If a person
is engaged in household work on a full time basis
at home, this person is outside the labour force
(i.e. being “economically inactive”) and he/she
will not be classified as “employed” or
“unemployed”. On the other hand, if a married
female person regards herself as the so-called
“housewife” but is available for work and is
actively seeking work, she is classified as
“unemployed” in accordance with the definition.

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics September 1999
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2.11 There are also cases that among the
economically inactive persons, some might
consider entering the labour force only if they
were offered jobs with terms favourable to their
own situations (e.g. remuneration which meets
his/her own expectation, working hours with
adequate flexibility or proximity of workplace to
home). However, their specific wishes may not
be commensurate with prevailing local conditions
in the labour market. According to international
standard, such persons should still be classified as
economically inactive, despite that there is some
desire for work. Although such persons do not
form part of the unemployed population, statistics
on them are useful information in their own right.
In the case of Hong Kong, some relevant statistics
are available in the Census and Statistics
Department (Note: Reference could be made to the
Special Topics Report No. 14 and No. 19
published by the department).

2.12 It should also be noted that
“unemployment” is a state of affairs, but not the
events of “losing a job” like dismissal or lay-off or
having left a job for other reasons. Thus, for
persons who have been dismissed from their jobs
or who have left their jobs for certain reasons, but
have managed to take up another job within a
short period of time, they may not be counted in
the unemployed population by definition, even
though they have experienced the event of “losing
a job” during the period.

2.13 This article aims to analyse the
characteristics of the unemployed population.
Analysis of the employed population, including
those who are underemployed, is not included.

2.14 Greater details on the data topics, concepts
and definitions included in the GHS are given in
the “Quarterly Report on General Household
Survey”.
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3. Trend of Changes in the
Unemployment Rate

3.1 Inthe early 90s, the unemployment rate was
very low. It then increased from 1.3% in 1990 to
3.2% in 1995, and then dropped to 2.2% in 1997.
After that, the rate increased sharply to 6.1% in
the second quarter of 1999 (Q2 1999) along with
the setback in the economy. The seasonally
adjusted unemployment rate (i.e. adjusted for
seasonal variations in the proportion of first-time
job-seekers in the labour force) in the same period
was also 6.1%. (Table 1 and Chart 1)

3.2 The unemployment rates for males and
females followed a broadly similar trend. While
there was no significant difference between the
unemployment rates for the two sexes during 1990
to 1993, the unemployment rate for males was
significantly higher than that for females in more
recent years. In Q2 1999, the unemployment rate
for males was 2.5 percentage points higher than
that for females. (Table 1 and Chart 1)

FK— PR RIE 7 R R BT

Table 1 Unemployment by Sex
5 L°8 &at
Male Female Overall

AR A8 M A RO A8 R
Period Number Rate Number Rate®” Number Rate

(000) (%) (000) (%) (000) (%)
1990 23.3 1.3 13.3 13 36.6 1.3
1991 33.8 1.9 16.6 1.6 50.4 1.8
1992 353 2.0 19.4 1.9 54.7 2.0
1993 358 20 20.6 1.9 56.3 2.0
1994 37.7 2.1 18.6 1.7 56.2 1.9
1995 62.3 34 333 2.9 95.6 32
1996 58.0 3.1 28.1 23 86.1 2.8
1997 45.7 23 25.6 2.0 71.3 22
1998 105.0 5.1 52.7 40 157.6 4.7
1999 4 F 6 H 148.3 7.1 63.2 4.6 2114 6.1
Apr - Jun 1999
g2 0 O BEXSENRIERIRIKESR -
Note : () Unemployment rate in respect of the specified sex group.

FB6

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics September 1999



B—  EEESRIAER CREEMERE)
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KFER (BLL)

Unemployment rate (%)

7.5
7.0

65

6.0 | (6.1%)
&%t Overall

(7.1%)
B Male

55
5.0
45
4.0
3.5
30
25
20
1.5
1.0 }
05

0

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
eI p—
Period Q2

(4.6%)

33 ERE®ST TAETNAREHHERIRIL 3.3 Analysed by age, the unemployment rate for
FR EHREMERARRILEE - EFHHER the 15-19 age group remained at a much higher
SHAM AL - (RD) level than that for other age groups throughout the
: period. This situation is quite similar to that in

many other economies. (Table 2)
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Table 2 Unemployment by Age Group
FA
Thousands
1999
FipA 5 B_F
Age group 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 Q2
15-19 7.4 9.2 6.8 7.6 7.3 10.7 10.6 8.2 16.9 20.9
(62%) (8.1%) (6.6%) (8.1%) (8.5%) (12.7%) (12.5%) (102%) (20.5%) (27.6%)
20 -29 15.8 194 223 223 20.6 32.2 29.5 23.0 48.0 62.5
(1.8%) (23%) (.7%) QI%) (2.5%) (40%) (3.6%) (2.8%) (5.7%) (7.5%)
30-39 5.9 9.6 12.0 11.9 12.9 22.7 20.2 17.2 36.4 47.4
0.7%) (1.1%) (14%) (13%) (13%) (23%) (2.0%) (1.6%) (3.3%) (4.3%)
40-49 3.9 6.7 7.4 7.3 8.8 18.1 16.0 13.9 34.6 46.0
0.8%) (1.3%) (1.3%) (13%) (1.4%) (7%) (22%) (1.8%) (4.1%) (5.1%)
50 - 59 2.9 4.5 4.9 5.6 53 9.6 8.5 7.7 19.1 30.5
(10%) (1.5%) (1.7%) (1.8%) (1.8%) (32%) (2.7%) (2.3%) (5.1%) (7.3%)
60 AL E 0.8 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.3 23 14 1.2 2.8 4.1
60 and over (0.5%) (0.6%) (0.8%) (1.2%) (10%) (1.7%) (l,'l%) (1.0%) (.3%) (3.3%)
=11 36.6 50.4 54.7 56.3 56.2 95.6 86.1 71.3 157.6 211.4
Overall (13%) (1.8%) (2.0%) (2.0%) (1.9%) (32%) (2.8%) (2.2%) (4.7%) (6.1%)
HE . HFENRFRAEAY LUTA)  ERARFUSERNAERGEERRNFRARP  KEALTEFHAOD
HERAEEIEEBY) -
Note : Figures in bold type refer to number of unemployed persons (in thousands). Bracketed figures are the

corresponding unemployment rates (i.e. the proportion of unemployed persons in the labour force in the
corresponding age groups).
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4. Basic Profile of the Unemployed
Population in Q2 1999

Sex

4.1 The number of unemployed persons in Q2
1999 was 211400. Among them, 148300
(70.1%) were males and 63 200 (29.9%) were
females. The unemployment rate for males
(7.1%) was significantly higher than that for
females (4.6%). (Table 1)

Age Group

42 Analysed by age, the number of
unemployed persons was largest in the 20-29 age
group, with 62 500 persons. They constituted
29.6% of all unemployed persons. In terms of
unemployment rate, persons in the 15-19 age
group were hardest hit, with a high unemployment
rate of 27.6%. This can be partly attributed to
the greater proportion of first-time job-seekers in
this age group. (Table 2)

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics
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Educational Attainment

4.3 In both Q2 1998 and Q2 1999, the majority
of unemployed persons were those who had
secondary or matriculation education.
Nevertheless, as the labour force comprised
mainly (nearly 60%) those who had attained this
educational level, this does not necessarily mean

that those with secondary or matriculation
education had a higher propensity of being
unemployed. In fact, the unemployment rate was
highest for those who had primary education,
being 7.7% in Q2 1999. (Table 3)

x= —MANEREZFZR—ANNER_FEAFTEERHIIREAR

Table3 Unemployed Persons by Educational Attainment, Q2 1998 and Q2 1999
1998 1999
£-F EF_F
Q2 Q2
BEEE A& t® A% HgR®
Educational attaintnent Number Rate®® Number Rate®
('000) (%) ('000) (%)

FEZHBIHTER 3.2 49 4.2 6.9
No schooling/kindergarten
INE 33.5 54 45.8 7.7
Primary
SRR 90.9 4.7 135.1. 6.7
Secondary/matriculation
HEHE
Tertiary

- BRI 8.8 2.9 10.6 34

non-degree
- By 7.4 1.7 15.7 33
degree

ait 143.7 43 211.4 6.1
Overall
HE ) BEX-SEHREREARRIRER.
Note : () Unemployment rate in respect of the specified educational attainment group.
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S.  Unemployed Persons in Q2 1999
with a Previous Job

5.1 Of the 211 400 unemployed persons in Q2
1999, 193 100 had a previous job (not including
first-time job-seekers and re-entrants into the
labour force for whom information on the previous
job was not available). Analyses of the previous
industry in which they were engaged and their
previous occupations are given in this section.
(Table 4)

5.2 The number and proportion of unemployed
persons in respect of various industries reflect
unused capacity in the labour force for each
industry, while the unemployment rates in respect
of various industries reflect the degree of severity
of unemployment in each industry. However,
two points have to be noted regarding
unemployment rates by industry: (i) in deriving
both the numerator and the denominator,
unemployed persons are classified according to
their previous industcy which may not necessarily
be the one he/she will enter subsequently; and (ii)
there is no information on previous industry in
respect of first-time job-seekers and re-entrants
into the labour force. Such rates are therefore not
strictly comparable to the overall unemployment
rate and should be interpreted with caution.

5.3  Apart from being applicable to the analysis
in respect of “industry”, the remarks in the last
paragraph (paragraph 5.2) are also applicable to
“occupation”.

Previous Industry

5.4 Analysed by the industry sector in which
these unemployed persons had previously been
engaged, the number of unemployed persons with a
previous job in the wholesale, retail and
import/export trades, restaurants and hotels sector
increased significantly from 49 800 in Q2 1998 to
66 000 in QZ 1999. In contrast, only 15 700 (or
8.1% of all unemployed persons with a previous
job) were from the financing, insurance, real estate
and business services sector in Q2 1999. (Table 4)

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics September 1999
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5.5 In Q2 1999, the unemployment rate for the
construction sector was the highest (12.7%),
followed by that for the manufacturing sector
(7.2%) and the wholesale, retail and import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels sector (6.5%). (Table
4)

B S B R — AR = S A T R 8 T PR

A&(l)
Table 4 Unemployed Persons with a Previous Job® by Previous Industry, Q2 1998
and Q2 1999
1998 1999
F_ZF F-F
Q2 Q2
LARTHEENITTH A H® A® tR®
Previous industry Number Rate® Number Rate®
('000) (%) ('000) (%)

R 20.9 5.0 28.8 7.2
Manufacturing
S S-F 272 7.6 44.6 12.7
Construction
HH - FE - HFHOES - RARBAEE 49.8 49 66.0 6.5
Wholesale, retail and import/export trades,

restaurants and hotels
E - BEERBRFE 12.6 34 21.3 5.6
Transport, storage and communications
SRt~ Rig - HERBERAREF 10.9 2.6 15.7 3.3
Financing, insurance, real estate and business services
THE - it R EAARESE 11.5 1.6 16.4 2.1
Community, social and personal services
Hith 0.6 2.0 0.5 1.7
Others
A
Overall

TEFEEXRBA L REFINASSAOMNELFEAL 133.4 - 193.1 -

Not including first-time job-seekers and re-entrants )

into the labour force
BIEETKRBALREFRMASBAONEEAL 143.7 43 2114 6.1
Including first-time job-seekers and re-entrants
into the labour force
HE . O FEEEFMASBAONLEAL  BSREMNMUPILIEIEBTEARE -
@ BEFESELAIREENTRERNNAERGIN : E—AANFE_F ' AT BREREAALHIRERR 72%) -

Notes : 1) Notincluding re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous industry is not available.

@ Unemployment rate in respect of the specified previous industry group (e.g. the unemployment rate for those who
had previously been in the manufacturing sector was 7.2% for Q2 1999).
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5.6 Further analysed by sex, the largest group
of unemployed persons for males was from the
construction sector, with 43 500 persons (or 31.3%
of all male unemployed persons with a previous

_job). This was followed by those from the

wholesale, retail and import/export trades,
restaurants and hotels sector, totalling 37 000
persons (26.6%). For females, the largest group

was from the wholesale, retail and import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels sector, with 29 000
persons (or 53.6% of all female unemployed
persons with a previous job). (Table 5)

FxAO — NI R A B RIfT R R RIS H S IR A AR
Table § Unemployed Persons with a Previous Job® by Previous Industry and
Sex, Q2 1999
3 T ait
Male Female Overall
LARTOESEHITT 3 AE B A% Bkt A B2t
Previous industry Number % Number % Number %
('000) ('000) ('000)
LIBT3 20.6 148 82 151 28.8 149
Manufacturing
BB 435 313 1.0 19 446 23.1
Construction
18- FE - EHOES - RERBEEF 37.0 266 290 536 660 342

Wholesale, retail and import/exp ort
trades, restaurants and hotels

EE - BERGERE 176  12.7 3.7 6.8 213 110
Transport, storage and communications

&/t - R - ERBRREE 10.6 7.6 5.1 94 15.7 8.1
Financing, insurance, real estate and
business services

& - it & REARKERE 92 6.6 7.1 132 16.4 8.5
Community, social and personal services

Hith 04 03 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.2
Others

west 138.9 100.0 542 100.0 193.1 100.0
Total

HB ) TEEEFMASBAONKEAL  RAEREMRMIILIETEETENRR -

Note : (1) Notincluding re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous industry is not available.
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5.7 When analysed by age, the largest
proportion of unemployed persons for both the
age groups 15-29 and 30-49 was from the
wholesale, retail and import/export trades,
restaurants and hotels sector, constituting 45.2%
and 30.2% of all unemployed persons with a
previous job in the cormresponding age groups
respectively. For the age group 50 and over, the

largest proportion was from the construction sector
(32.4%), followed by the wholesale, retail and
import/export trades, restaurants and hotels sector
(22.7%) and the manufacturing sector (22.3%).

(Table 6)
FN —NANEB TR BENTTE R ERTHIE TENAEARC
Table 6 Unemployed Persons with a Previous Job® by Previous Industry and Age,
Q21999
FlnsAR
Age group
15-29 30-49 250 &5t
Overall
DARTRE RT3 A# Bt A% B A¥ B A% Bok
Previous industry Number % Number % Number % Number %
('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)

BE% 5.8 8.5 154 17.0 7.6 22.3 28.8 14.9
Manufacturing
BiEE 11.5 16.8 22.0 24.3 11.0 324 446 23.1
Construction
#E - FE - ELOES - 309 452 274 302 7.7 22.7 66.0 342

R R BEIE
Wholesale, retail and import/export

trades, restaurants and hotels
EE - SERERRE 7.6 11.1 10.8 119 29 8.5 21.3 11.0
Transport, storage and communications
SRt - REE - MER AR 5.8 8.4 74 82 2.5 73 15.7 8.1
Financing, insurance, real estate

and business services
T8 - iR A ARRRS 6.8 9.9 7.6 8.4 1.9 5.7 16.4 85
Community, social and personal

services
Hit 0.1 0.1 0 0 04 1.1 0.5 0.2
Others
5t 68.5 100.0 90.7 100.0 340 100.0 193.1 100.0
Total
H#ER 0 TREEFNASPBAONEEAL  KERIEMNMEPILAT R BITRARE -
Note : (1 Notincluding re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous industry is not available.
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58 EEBIEMIXRFEALMES ZHLARESAIR
ENN  E-NANANFRE-ZF - SEBRTEREMW
ABHALREES - H 44 800 A (I5AFRETLIE
HIKFEALH23.2%) - B—T0H » GEBERAR
PATERMAIERFAR P EEED » RE 2500
A (5 13%) - (FRE)

59 TE-AAAFERE_ZF DArSEBRTEREM
ABBIATHIRERD R (11.4%) » HRZLRIE
ERRB LERBIEREARNIALT2%) (L)

FB14

Previous Occupation

5.8 With regard to the previous occupation of
the unemployed persons in Q2 1999, those who
had previously been craft and related workers
constituted the largest group, totalling 44 800
persons (or 23.2% of all unemployed persons with
a previous job). On the other hand, the number of
those who had previously been professionals was
the smallest among all major occupational groups,
with only 2 500 persons (1.3%). (Table 7)

59 In Q2 1999, the unemployment rate for
those who had previously been craft and related
workers was the highest (11.4%), followed by
those who had previously been service workers
and shop sales workers (7.2%). (Table 7)
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FEAHO

Table 7 Unemployed Persons with a Previous Job® by Previous Occupation, Q2

1998 and Q2 1999

1998
B=F
Q2
LARTHE SBRIMR3E A @ AH Hg®
Previous occupation Number Rate@ Number Rate®
('000) (%) ~ (1000) (%)

R R ITBRAR 4.7 1.8 6.6 2.5
Managers and administrators
HEAR 1.3 0.8 2.5 14
Professionals
HBHEEAR 13.2 2.6 20.3 34
‘Associate professionals
X8 21.9 3.6 27.0 4.6
Clerks
R LIERAEIEHEAR 29.0 6.0 35.6 7.2
Service workers and shop sales workers
ITEREWAR 24.8 6.2 44.8 114
Craft and related workers

BREBRFERKEER 12.5 43 15.3 52
Plant and machine operators and assemb lers
FEMIA 25.8 43 40.7 6.4
Elementary occupations
Hit 0.2 1.9 0.3 3.5
Others
Bt
Overall

TEFEERRKBALREFMASBAONLFEAL 1334 - 193.1 -

Not including first-time job-seekers and re-entrants

into the labour force
BIEERRBALREFIMASBAORIKEAL 143.7 43 211.4 6.1

Including first-time job-seekers and re-entrants
into the labour force

HRE 0 TEEEFMAPEBADNREAL  BSREMA LA BRENTH -

@ EER-NELUAEBHBEATRIAERGI  E—AANEREF  UAABRSHEIEEA SN ALNLE

RED 3.4%) -

Notes: () Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous occupation is not available.
0 Unemployment rate in respect of the specified previous occupation group (e.g. the unemployment rate for those
who had previously been associate professionals was 3.4% for Q2 1999).

FRHETATI —hANNFARA
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510 BMEUMS  SEMTBERBMARKWALE
&S (SRS LIFRBMHAFEAN LRI 31.0% K
REFEEMITA (15 23.6%) e BILAS{ERL
BHUALREERS @ (R Y LFNLHARAL
i 32.5% - M EERARE LIERFEREARNAL
IMESRERILERT (145 30.3%) - (R

5.10 For males, the largest proportion was craft
and related workers, constituting 31.0% of all
male unemployed persons with a previous job.
This was followed by workers in elementary
occupations (23.6%). For females, the largest
proportion came from clerks, constituting 32.5% of
all female unemployed persons with a previous job.
Service workers and shop sales workers also
constituted a significant proportion (30.3%). (Table
8)

=N —NWASEEB ZF R DRI B ABE R BRI AT TR R EAE®
Table 8 Unemployed Persons with a Previous Job® by Previous Occupation and
Sex, Q2 1999
3 L8 A&t
Male Female Overall
VARt BRI A# Bok A% B2t A% Btk
Previous occupation Number % Number % Number %
('000) ('000) ('000)
RERITBHRAR 5.5 4.0 1.0 1.9 6.6 3.4
Managers and administrators
HEAE 1.5 1.1 1.0 1.9 2.5 1.3
Professionals
HBhHEEAR 147 10.6 56 104 203 10.5
Associate professionals
78 9.4 6.8 17.6 325 270 140
Clerks
I&®% TIERBISHEAR 192 13.8 164 303 356 184
Service workers and shop sales workers
IBREMAR 430 310 1.7 32 448 232
Craft and related workers
BERBBRIREERERLA 12.6 9.1 2.7 4.9 15.3 7.9
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
FEEMIA 328 236 80 147 40.7 21.1
Elementary occupations
Hith 0.2 0.1 0.1 02 0.3 0.1
Others
Rt 138.9 100.0 542 100.0 193.1 100.0
Total
H#R 0 0 TEEEFMASBAOMNAEAL  RERAMPRMEMILATHEEREIRE -
Note : (1) Notincluding re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous occupation is not available.
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511 TE+AREZTARFERENEEALS 2L
ATERAR S TIER MG SHE A BRI A LIGE EE
BT S TIER AN LR ALLS] - £ 27.5% - ER
HE=1+EE+AREHRERND > DETSERTER
AMABWIAN IR KIS (15 24.6%) - HREER
ERFERM T A (15 20.4%) FIRRE LIERRIEIEE
AB (15 14.5%) B9 A% - MEA R R EHER
RN - DATEEBIERM T A A ISR A LS
(15 32.8%) » HRZEEBIEREMABNAL
(14 26.8%) - (FA)

Fh

5.11 For the 15-29 age group, the largest
proportion of unemployed persons came from
service workers and shop sales workers,
constituting 27.5% of all unemployed persons
with a previous job in this age group. For the age
group 30-49, the largest proportion came from craft
and related workers (24.6%), followed by workers
in elementary occupations (20.4%) and service
workers and shop sales workers (14.5%). For the
age group 50 and over, the largest proportion came
from workers in elementary occupations (32.8%),
followed by craft and related workers (26.8%).
(Table 9).

— NS R DRI S HIRRSE B AR Rl 2 B TIERIREA O

Table 9 Unemployed Persons with a Previous Job® by Previous Occupation and

Age, Q2 1999

G
Age group
15-29 30-49 250 =111
- Overall
LARTtE SRy A¥ Bt AE Bab A% Bk A¥ B
Previous occupation Number % Number % Number % Number %
, {'000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
RERITBMRAR 0.5 0.7 44 4.9 1.6 48 6.6 34
Managers and administrators
HEAR 1.2 1.7 1.1 1.2 0.3 0.8 2.5 1.3
Professionals
FHBIHZEAR 7.3 106 114 126 1.6 4.8 20.3 105
Associate professionals
XE& 13.7  20.0 11.0 12.1 23 6.9 27.0 14.0
Clerks
k% TIEREIEREAR 18.8 275 13.1 145 3.7 108 356 184
Service workers and shop sales
workers
TEREMAR 133 19.5 223 246 9.1 26.8 448 232
Craft and related workers
BERBSREERELR 2.7 39 8.8 9.7 39 113 15.3 7.9
Plant and machine operators and
assemblers
FEEMTA 11.0 16.1 185 204 1.2 32.8 40.7 21.1
Elementary occupations
Hith 0 0 0 0 0.3 0.8 0.3 0.1
Others
wEt 68.5 100.0 90.7 100.0 34.0 100.0 193.1 100.6
Total
HE . ) TEEEFMASBHAONLEAL  BHRARMN IR SHMEIRE -
Note : (1 Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous occupation is not available.
—AANERR FB17
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512 (BRI KERDHIKRA L ERE R
SGERL 0 HABEHALNFEETFA 94 400 A3gHNE
NNFHETZFR) 149 800 A » T+ 58.7% - (Ft)

Mode of Leaving Last Job

5.12 Analysed by the mode of leaving last job,
most of the unemployed persons were dismissed
or laid off. The number of such persons
increased sharply by 58.7%, from 94 400 in Q2
1998 to 149 800 in Q2 1999. (Table 10)

xt —NMWNANEE ZFER—NANES —FHEER G X2 TENAEAHC
Table 10 Unemployed Persons with a Previous Job® by Mode of Leaving Last Job,

Q2 1998 and Q2 1999

1998 1999
B2=F F=F
Q2 Q2
335 95p BN ¢ Bkt A% B4tk
Mode of leaving last job Number (%) Number (%)
('000) ('000)
HRE (RSB 94.4 70.8 149.8 77.6
Dismissed or laid off
FEHBERR
Leaving job on own accord
Y TIETT 26.9 20.2 334 17.3
Dissatisfied with job
Hit 12.1 9.1 9.9 5.1
Others
Et 1334 100.0 193.1 100.0
Total
HE . 0 TEEEFNMASHAONLEAL BSREMAMFILETHEIFORE -
Note : o Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous job is not available.
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6. —NAANEE_FFNKBAL 6. Job-seekers in Q2 1999

FH TR Main Action Taken to Seek Work
6.1 TF—HAANEE-Z=R) 211 400 ZEEAL 6.1 Of the 211 400 unemployed persons in Q2
th » 204 000 ATESETRI=+ RN EREBHRESTIE - 1999, 204 000 had actively sought work during
KER5T (56.5% ) BIKEEA T EREERTFIRES S the thirty days before enumeration. The majority
AEBSHRIMENEERE - (F+—) (56.5%) of these job-seekers answered or placed

advertisement as their main action taken to seek
work. (Table 11)

Ft+— —HAANEBZFR—-AANEB-FHEISKRITEN IR ERISHRBEA
Table 11 Job-seekers by Main Action Taken to Seek Work, Q2 1998 and Q2 1999

1998 1999

B=F B-F

Q2 Q2
SRIFNEEGE A¥ Bt AH Bt
Main action taken to seek work Number (%) Number (%)

('000) ('000)

IR B 85.1 62.0 1152 56.5
Answered/placed advertisement
RREY/ AR E KGR 39.5 28.8 59.0 28.9
Sought assistance from relatives/friends
Hitb 12.7 9.3 29.9 14.6
Others
#aat 137.3 100.0 204.0 100.0
Total
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62 HMEIERBALMS EHHLRENITEE
BISAT » #3 - BE - EHORS - RERBEEROE
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Desired Industry of Employment

6.2 When analysed by the industry sector in
which these job-seekers intended to work, the
wholesale, retail and import/expori trades,
restaurants and hotels sector and the construction
sector were the two most popular sectors which the
job-seekers desired to work in. In contrast, only
5.2% of these job-seekers desired to work in the
transport, storage and communications sector.
(Table 12)

X+Z —ANNEBFR-ANNEE “FRMEZRBITERZATRBRA K
Table 12 Job-seekers by Desired Industry of Employment, Q2 1998 and Q2 1999
1998 1999
B2 B-F
Q2 Q2
B BAIITS A# B A% B
Desired industry of employment Number (%) Number (%)
('000) ('000)
RUshLe 11.6 8.4 13.9 6.8
Manufacturing
= 8t 3 23.7 173 35.6 17.4
Construction
¥ FE - EHOHS -  RERBEERE 39.1 28.5 41.8 20.5
Wholesale, retail and import/export trades, restaurants and
hotels
He - BERGRAFE 10.6 7.7 10.7 5.2
Transport, storage and communications
&/ - REB - ERBARIE 6.8 5.0 10.9 5.4
Financing, insurance, real estate and business services
itE - it R EARKFE 11.5 84 11.0 5.4
Community, social and personal services
{E{TE/HAt 34.1 24.8 80.3 393
No preference/Others
st 1373 100.0 204.0 100.0
Total
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63 HE—AANFETZF # 16.2%ATRELA L1
SERTIBRAMAR - HHZT » HLERERE
ABTORBE R ITBAR A BRREBEA L FHELEBIRI &
D BRI 1.6%M2.1% - (R+=)

Desired Occupation of Employment

63 In Q2 1999, about 16.2% of these job-
seekers desired to work as craft and related
workers. In contrast, the proportions of those
desiring to work as professionals, and managers
and administrators were the smallest, being 1.6%
and 2.1% respectively. (Table 13)

Fx+= —NMWNANEBZFR—NNNES ZFEZEHABRER S AR
Table 13  Job-seekers by Desired Occupation of Employment, Q2 1998 and Q2 1999
1998 1999
B=F BF
Q2 Q2
B e AR A# Bkt AH B4t
Desired occupation of employment Number (%) Number (%)
('000) ('000)
RERITBURAR 34 25 4.2 2.1
Managers and administrators
HEAR 23 1.7 33 1.6
Professionals
HEIEEAR 12.8 9.3 15.7 7.7
Associate professionals
X8 24.1 17.6 26.0 12.7
Clerks
IR TERBISSHEAR 24.5 17.8 25.8 12.6
Service workers and shop sales workers
TERAEMAR 21.5 15.6 33.0 16.2
Craft and related workers
BERBBREFERELR 9.9 72 10.7 5.2
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
FEEMITA 20.0 14.6 23.4 114
Elementary occupations
fEfRTRSR S/ Ho A 19.0 13.8 62.0 304
No preference/Others
st 1373 100.0 204.0 100.0
Total
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