The Recent Unemployment and Underemployment
Situation in Hong Kong
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The unemployment rate has risen from a record low of 1.1% in 1989 to around
2% in the early 90s and continued to climb to some 3.5% in mid-1995. It was at
about 3.0% in early 1996. This article aims to analyse in greater depth the latest
unemployed and underemployed population of Hong Kong.
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The Recent Unemployment and Underemployment Situation in Hong Kong

HMHEERIRENRAESETED

1. Ihtroduction

1.1  The Census and Statistics Department has been
conducting the General Household Survey (GHS) on a
continuous basis since August 1981 to collect
information on the labour force situation of Hong
Kong,

1.2 The GHS is a sample survey whose main
objective is to collect data on the labour force,
unemployment and  underemployment.  Some
information on the demographic and social
characteristics of the population is also obtained.

1.3  The survey covers the land-based civilian non-
institutional population. It does not cover hotel
transients and inmates of institutions; military
personnel and their dependents; and persons living on
board vessels.

14 The quarterly sample size of the GHS was
increased from some 13 500 to 20 000 living quarters
as from August 1995 and further increased to about
27 000 living quarters as from Aprl 1996.
Consequently, more detailed analyses of the socio-
economic characteristics of the labour force can be
made.

1.5 A rotational sampling design is adopted such
that about half of the sample in a month will be
enumerated agam three months later.

2. Concepts and Definitions

2.1  The definitions used in the GHS for measuring
labour force, unemployment and underemployment
follow closely those recommended by the Intemational
Labour Organization. Some key concepts and
definitions adopted are described below.

22 The population can be divided into two sub-
groups according to their economic activity status, viz.
the economically active population and the
economically inactive population.

23 The  economically active  population,

synonymous with the labour force, comprises the
employed population and the unemployed population.
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2.4 On the other hand, the economically inactive
populakon is made up of those persons who have not
had a job and have not been at work during the seven
days before enumeration, excluding persons who have
been on leave/holiday dunng the seven-day period and
persons who are unemployed. It comprises mainly the
home-makers, retired persons and all those below the
age of 15.

25 The labour force refers to the land-based
civilian non-mnstitutional population aged 15 or over
who satisfy the criteria for inclusion in the employed
population or the unemployed population.

26 Employed population - This comprises all
employed persons. For a person aged 15 or over to be
classified as employed, that person should:

(@) be engaged in performing work for pay or
profit during the seven days before
enumeration; or

(b) have formal job attachment (ie. that the
person has continued receipt of wage or
salary; or has an assurance or an agreed
date of return to job or business; or is in
receipt of compensation without obligation
to accept another job).

27 Unemployed population - This comprises all
unemployed persons. For a person aged 15 or over to
be classified as unemployed, that person should:

(@) not have had a job and should not have
performed any work for pay or profit
dunng the seven days before enumeration;
and

(b) have been available for work during the
seven days before enumeration; and

(c) have sought work during the thirty days
before enumeration.

2.8  Notwithstanding the above, the following types
of persons are considered as unemployed:

(a) persons without a job, have sought work
but have not been available for work
because of temporary sickness; and

(b) persons without a job, have been available
for work but have not sought work
because they:

1)  have made arrangements to take up a
new job or to start business at a
subsequent date; or
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i) were expecting to retum to their
original jobs (e.g. casual workers are
usually called back to work when
service 1s needed); or

i) believed that work was not available
to them.

29 Underemployed population - In the GHS,
employed persons are classified as underemployed if they
involuntanly worked less than 35 hours during the seven
days before enumeration and either:

(a) have been available for additional work
during the seven days before enumeration;
or

(b) bhave sought additional work during the
tharty days before enumeration.

Working short hours is considered as involuntary if it
is due to economic reasons such as slack work,
material shortage, mechanical breakdown and inability
to find a full-ime job.

2.10 Unemployment rate - This refers to the
proportion of unemployed persons in the labour force.
It is computed as the number of unemployed persons
divided by the size of the labour force and mulkiplied
by 100%. As regards unemployment rates by industry,
since in deriving both the numerator and the
denominator, (i) unemployed persons are classified
according to their previous industry which may not
necessarily be the one which he/she will enter, and (i)
there is no information on previous industry in respect
of first-time job-seekers and re-enwrants into the labour
force, such rates are thus not strictly comparable to the
overall unemployment rate and should be interpreted
with caution.

2.11 Underemployment rate - This refers to the
proportion of underemployed persons in the labour
force. It is computed as the number of underemployed
persons divided by the size of the labour force and
multiplied by 100%. As regards underemployment
rates by industry, since in deniving the labour force by
industry to serve as the denominator, (i) unemployed
persons are classified according to their previous
industry which may not necessarily be the one which
he/she will enter, and (i) there is no information on
previous industry in respect of first-time job-seekers
and re-entrants into the labour force, such rates are
thus not strictly comparable to the overall
underemployment rate and should be interpreted with
caution.
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3.  Changes in unemployment rates

3.1 In the past decade, the unemployment rate was
exceptionally low in the late 80s. It dropped from
1.7% in 1987 to 1.1% in 1989 before rising slightly to
1.3% in 1990. After that, the rate fluctuated within a
narrow range between 1.8% and 2.0% umkl 1995
when 1t began to climb to over 3.0%. In the first
quarter of 1996 (Q1 1996), the unemployment rate
was 3.0%. After adjusting for seasonal vanations in
the proportion of first-time job-seekers in the labour
force, the rate was 3.2%. (Table 1 and Chart 1)

3.2  The unemployment rates for males and females
followed a similar trend. While there was no
significant difference between the unemployment rates
of the two sexes during 1987 to 1993, the gap began to
widen in 1994 and the unemployment rate for males
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was 1.1 percentage point higher than that for females
in Q1 1996. (Table 1 and Chart 1)

Table1 Unemployment by sex — number and rate
rx— MR R EMET — AR
Male Female Overall
) © &t

Period Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
AR AN EE N Qv Ag EE

(000) (%) (000) (%) (000) (%)
1987 29.7 1.7 17.6 1.8 474 1.7
1988 240 1.4 13.7 14 37.7 1.4
1989 19.1 1.1 10.6 1.1 29.7 1.1
1990 23.3 13 133 1.3 36.6 1.3
1991 337 19 16.6 1.6 50.3 1.8
1992 353 2.0 19.4 1.9 546 2.0
1993 36.2 20 207 20 569 2.0
1994 385 2.1 18.7 1.7 57.2 1.9
1995 641 34 335 29 977 3.2
Jan - Mar 1996 669 34 272 23 94.1 3.0
196F1F3H
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Chart1 Unemployment rate by sex
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3.3 Analysed by age, the unemployment rate for the 33 EBE®ON TAEETAEREEHARNEE

15-19 age group remained at a much higher level than
those for other age groups throughout the period
(Table 2). This situation is quite similar to that in other
countnies such as the UK., U.S A. and Austraha.
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Table 2 Unemployment by age group — number and rate
*x= HAF R BRI R ERET — ABURIER
Thousand
FA
Period 1996
Age group p:1:] First Quarter
Fna R 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 B
15-19 8.8 7.5 5.5 7.4 9.2 6.8 1.7 7.2 10.2 10.4
(6.6%) 57%) (@4.4%) (6.2%) (B8.1%) (6.6%) (B.1%) (8.5%) (12.7%) (11.8%)
20 -29 20.2 17.5 14.5 15.8 19.3 22.3 22.7 21.3 33.5 30.7
(2.1%) (19%) ((1.6%) (@(1.8%) (3% @Q7%) Q7% 2.5%) (4.0%) (3.7%)
30 -39 8.1 6.1 4.4 5.9 9.5 12.0 11.9 13.1 23.4 23.0
1.1%) (0.8%) (0.6%) (0.7%) (1.1%) @1.4%) (1.3%) (3% (2.3%) 2.2%)
40 - 49 4.1 3.1 24 3.9 6.7 7.4 7.3 9.0 18.5 18.1
(1.0%) 0.7%) (0.5%) (08%) (13% (13%) (13%) @1.4%) 2.7%) (2.5%)
50 - 59 4.6 2.7 2.2 2.9 4.5 4.9 5.6 5.4 9.8 10.5
(1.4%) 0.8%) (0.7%) (1.0%) @1.5%) @1.7%) (1.8%) ((1.8%) (B.2%) (3.4%)
60 or over 1.5 0.9 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.3 2.2 14
60 BEELAE (0.9%) 0.6%) (0.4%) (0.5%) (0.6%) (0.8%) (1.2%) (1.0%) (1.7%) (1.1%)
Overall 474 37.7 29.7 36.6 50.3 54.6 56.9 57.2 97.7 94.1
&3t (1.7%) (1.4%) (@1.1%) (3% (18% (Q.0%) (2.0%) (@1.9%) ((3.2%) (3.0%)
Note Figures in bold type refer to number of unemployed persons and bracketed figures are the corresponding

unemployment rates.
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4.  Changes in underemployment rates

4.1 For underemployment rates, the pattem of
change was similar to that for unemployment. In the
latter part of the 80s, the underemployment rate
experienced a relatively narrow range of fluctuation
between 0.7% and 1.0%. It then rose to 1.6% in 1991
but declined to 1.4% in 1994 before climbing to 2.0%
in Q1 1996. (Table 3 and Chart 2)

42 While the underemployment rates for both
males and females had trends similar to that of the
overall rate, the underemployment rates for males were
consistently higher than those for females. (Table 3
and Chart 2)
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Table3 Underemployment by sex — number and rate
=x= A RIBI D BN R HET — ABURHLER
Male Female Overall
el L8 &t

Period Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
6] A thE A8 EER A thE

(000) (%) . (000) (%) (000) (%)
1987 190 1.1 85 08 275 1.0
1988 136 0.8 57 0.6 194 0.7
1989 154 0.9 55 05 209 038
1990 158 0.9 76 0.8 234 09
1991 334 19 11.1 1.1 45 16
1992 440 25 143 1.4 583 2.1
1993 35.3 1.9 108 1.0 46.1 1.6
1994 310 1.7 110 1.0 420 14
1995 526 28 119 1.0 645 2.1
Jan - Mar 1996 505 26 114 10 620 20
1996 F£ 1 E3 A
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Chart 2 Underemployment rate by sex
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43  Analysed by age, underemployment rates were 43  BEEESTT = TEU T EERERREER R
usually lower for the age groups under 30 and higher LEEFRE U+ AEU L FEHERIRERE X

for the age groups over 49. (Table 4) B - (F=PY)
Table 4 Underemployment by age group — number and rate
e AR R BIRI D I ER BT — ABURHE®R
Thousand
TA
Period 1996
Age group HARY First Quarter
FniaR| 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 B—=
15-19 1.1 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.7 1.0 0.9 0.5 1.2 2.0
(0.8%) (05%) (0.6%) (0.7%) (0.6%) (1.0%) (1.0%) (0.5%) (1.5%) (2.3%)
20-29 7.5 5.4 4.7 5.4 84 10.2 7.8 6.4 85 9.2
0.8%) (0.6%) (0.5%) (0.6%) (1.0%) (12%) (0.9%) (0.8%) (1.0%) (1.1%)
30-39 7.2 5.3 6.3 7.5 14.7 20.7 16.2 14.2 20.9 20.8
(1.0%) (0.7%) (0.8%) (0.9%) (1.7%) (2.4%) (1.8%) (1.5%) (2.0%) (2.0%)
40 - 49 4.2 3.2 3.5 4.4 10.0 13.4 11.4 11.8 20.5 20.4
(1.0%) (0.7%) (0.8%) (0.9%) (1.9%) (2.4%) (2.0%) (1.8%) (3.0%) (2.8%)
50-59 5.1 3.4 3.8 3.9 7.6 9.4 6.6 6.2 10.0 7.2
(1.6%) (1.0%) (1.2%) (1.3%) (5% (GB2%) (2.2%) 2.1%) (3.3%) (2.3%)
60 or over 24 1.4 1.8 1.5 3.2 3.7 3.2 29 3.4 2.4
60 BRELLA (1.5%) (0.9%) (1.1%) (0.9%) ((2.0%) (2.4%) (2.4%) (23%) (2.6%) (1.9%)
Overall 27.5 19.4 20.9 23.4 44.5 58.3 46.1 42.0 64.5 62.0
=T (1.0%) (0.7%) (0.8%) (0.9%) 1.6%) (2.1%) (1.6%) (1.4%) (2.1%) (2.0%)
Note : Figures in bold type refer to number of underemployed persons and bracketed figures are the corresponding
underemployment rates.
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5. Analysis of the
population in Q1 1996

unemployed

5.1  According to the latest available staiistics, the
number of unemployed persons m Q1 1996 was
94 100. Among them, 66 900 (71.1%) were maks
and 27 200 (28.9%) were females. (Table 1)

5.2 Analysed by age, the largest number of
unemployed persons was in the 20-29 age group. They
represented 32.6% of all unemployed persons. (Table
2)

53 Among the 94 100 unemployed persons,
63.9% had secondary or matriculation education while
25.3% had primary education. (Table 5)

5. —hAANEBR-FNREAOZH

51 IRERFIVFRTAET  —AhAANEE T
FEABS 94 100 A - HfBMER 66 900 A ({5
71.1%) » ZoMEA 27 200 A (5 28.9%) - (F2—)
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Table5 Unemployed persons by educational attainment, Q1 1996

e S ik —NWAAREB—FIRAFTRERINAEAR
Educational attainment Number %
HBEEE N B
('000}
No schooling/kindergarten 1.8 1.9
KU/
Primary 23.8 253
INE
Secondary/matriculation 60.1 63.9
thE /a8
Tertiary
HiHE
- non-degree 3.9 4.1
FERfL
- degree 4.6 49
2
Total 94.1 100.0
HEEt

5.4 For unemployed persons who had a previous
job (not including re-entrants into the labour force for
whom information on the previous job was not
available), analyses of their previous industry and
occupation are given below.
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5.5 Analysed by the industry in which the
unemployed persons had previously been engaged,
26 300 (or 30.1% of all unemployed persons with a
previous job) were from the wholesale, retail and
import/export trades, restaurants and hotels sector . In
contrast, 4 900 (or 5.6% of all unemployed persons
with a previous job) were from the financing,
msurance, real estate and business services sector.
(Table 6)

5.6  Further analysis on the detailed industry groups
revealed that the largest group of the unemployed
persons was from the wholesale and retail trades
(10 700), followed by those from the restaurants and
hotels sector (10 000). (Table 6)

5.7 The unemployment rate for the decoration and
maintenance industry was highest (8.1%), followed by
that for the storage industry (5.9%). (Table 6)

Table 6 Unemployed persons with a previous job by previous industry (Detailed group),

Q1 1996

55 RMEBILIFNEEALTS  RUFIRENITE
oA REEID - FBE EHOES - SRERBEEF
FIABE 26 300 A ((EFAEGILIEMLEANLTH
30.1%) - AHEHZ T > EER - RER - SUE KRR AR
BEEZEANBES 4 900 A ((EFTEBILIERILZHE
AL 5.6%) > (FBAA)

5.6  HREEAMTERVEBE—E O LA BHESE
EEEENWABRS > 510 700 A\ ; HRZHHK
BRFEEE > 10 000 A - (&N)

57 RBEERRBIRENATHAERSR
& (8.1%) EREUEBEEFEN AL (5.9%)(FEAN)

£ —RAANEB —FHL BT BT GHOM R BIA1IE TIFRRE AR

Previous industry Number Rate
CARIfE BRI 1T N LER
(000) (%)
Manufacturing 21.9 4.1
BOE
Food and beverage 0.8 34
RiukEmLEEER
Clothing and footwear 9.6 5.2
RS R R B3
Paper and printing 23 3.2
A BLE R ENRISE
Other manufacturing industries 9.3 3.5
HAthE mBGEH
Construction 16.0 5.9
BEH
Foundation and superstructure 9.2 4.9
HER FETRE
Decoration and maintenance 6.8 8.1
EERRB TR
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Table 6 (Cont'd.) Unemployed persons with a previous job by previous industry
(Detailed group), Q1 1996

TN (&) —NIAREB—FRUEIESENTEGER- DD EI 1
B TIERARZEAE
Previous industry Number Rate
DARIREBaIT A8 e d
(000) (%)
Wholesale, retail and import/export trades, restaurants and hotels 26.3 2.9
#3 - FE - EEHOES - RERBEH
Wholesale/retail 10.7 2.9
HR/FEH
Import/export trades 5.5 2.0
HEHOH S
Restaurants/hotels 10.0 3.8
BTG
Transport, storage and communication 8.7 2.5
G BERETE
Transport 8.1 2.7
ER
Storage 0.2 59
BEx
Communication 0.4 1.0
B
Financing, insurance, real estate and business services 4.9 1.4
&b - R - HE KBRS
Financing 1.2 1.0
SR
Insurance 0.2 0.9
REEZE
Real estate and business services 3.5 1.7
Mo R i AR B 5
Community, social and personal services 9.3 1.4
& - it EREARBH
Public adminissation 0.3 0.2
DNHITH
Education, medical and other health and welfare services 2.0 0.8
HE - BF - HttrREREFIRB
Other services 7.0 24
HAARBITH
Overall® 94.1 3.0
&ite
Note Cover all unemployed persons, includi g first-time job-seekers a d re-entrants i to the labour force.
HE WEREEARAL  EEERKBALTRERMASHAONELREAL
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5.8 Analysed by sex, the largest groups of
unemployed persons for both males and females were
from the wholesale, retail and import/export #rades,
restaurants and hotels sector, being 16 400 (or 25.6%
of all male unemployed persons with a previous job)
and 9 800 (or 42.6% of all fernale unemployed
persons with a previous job) respectively. (Table 7)

58  IRMERISHT o EEERTE B MR AT  LAFTRE
=it FE -EHOES  SRERBEEFENAL
BEEEEmS 0 2BIE 16 400 A ((5FABELIEHNE
Mo A1 25.6%) 19 800 A ({5FFAEE TIEH

SN/ 42.6%) - (FFE)

Table 7 Unemployed persons with a previous job® by previous industry and sex, Q1 1996

£t —AANES—SRUNEETERERBISE TIE A AR
Male Female Overall
% L8 &at
Previous industry Number % Number % Number %
DARGERESRYITSE A# BRtE A& Bt A8 Bt
('000) ('000) ('000)
Manufacturing 143 223 7.6 331 219 251
Construckion 15.6 243 0.4 1.9 16.0 18.4
e
Wholesale, retail and import/export 16.4 256 9.8 426 263  30.1
trades, restaurants and hotels
1% T8 ELOES - RERBEX
Transport, storage and communicasion 8.0 125 0.7 3.2 8.7 10.0
G - BEREERE
Financing, insurance, real estate and 4.0 6.3 0.9 3.8 4.9 5.6
business services
SRl - fRER - SO RS AR
Community, social and personal services 5.8 9.0 35 153 9.3 107
& - it EREARSHE
Total 64.1 100.0 23.1 100.0 87.1 100.0
Kast
Note @ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous industry is not available.
*E @ THEEBEEFMABZHDAONEEAL  ARBERAMFILIETRESTROES -

FB12

BRMTAT

—HAARENAR



5.9 When analysed by age, for the 15-29 age group,
40.9% of all unemployed persons with a previous job
in this age group were from the wholesale, retail and
import/export trades, restaurants and hotels sector. As
for those in the age groups 30-49 and 50 or over,
319% and 31.7% respecively were from the

manufacturing industry. (Table 8)

59 HEFEOT ETAE- T NRFEERERF
DIpife St - BE - EHOE R - RRRBEEEN
ALRERS > (G FHRAR G TIERAEALHN
40.9% » ME=+EMU+NEMA L EHF#
AR - BIDREBEEERNI AL RBRS » S5
31.9%%031.7% - (=)

Table 8 Unemployed persons with a previous job® by previous industry and age, Q1 1996

=N —NAAEE - FRUBIRE BT ERER B TIEREABC
Age group
Fintanl
15-29 30 -49 250 Overall
ait
Previous industry Number % Number % Number % Number %
DARTREBROTTSE A8 BRI A& B A8 BSLE A% B2t
('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)

Manufacturing 53 15.2 12.9 31.9 3.7 31.7 21.9 251
BUEH
Construction 3.9 11.1 8.5 21.0 3.7 31.1 16.0 18.4
< 8icE
Wholesale, retail and import/export 144 409 9.4 23.4 2.5 21.0 26.3 30.1

trades, restaurants and hotels
#H - T8 - EHOES -

B R B)ES
Transport, storage and communication 34 9.7 4.3 10.6 1.1 9.3 8.7 10.0
g - AR R EIAS
Financing, insurance, real estate 2.6 7.5 2.0 4.9 0.3 2.6 4.9 56

and business services
R - fREg - HE R ARAREH
Community, social and personal 5.5 15.6 33 8.2 0.5 43 9.3 10.7
_ services
& - it g REARBERE
Total 351 100.0 40.2 1000 11.8 100.0 87.1 100.0
#Et
Note @ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous industry is not available.

HE @ TEEEFMAZHAONEFEAL  BRIEMRMFILIATESTROES -
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5.10 With regard to the diswibution by previous
occupation of the unemployed persons in Q1 1996,
those who had previously been craft and related
workers constituted the largest group, being 21 100
(or 24.2% of all unemployed persons with a previous
job). On the other hand, the number and the proportion
of those who had previously been professionals were
smallest among all occupational groups, being 800 or
0.9% respectively. (Table 9)

5.11 For males, the largest proportion of those
unemployed were previously craft and related workers,
being 31.9% of all male unemployed persons with a
previous job. For females, the largest proportion was
clerks, being 29.7% of all female unemployed persons
with a previous job. (Table 9)

Table 9 Unemployed persons with a previous job® by previous occupation and sex, Q1 1996

510 BRGTIFROAFEANL » LRI ERIBE D
1 LAAFE—FH R KBITBRAMABRHK
&% A 21 100 A (EFEGITFNAEALE
24.2%) - B—ATE WEERARNAEALAERA
BRI RERD - B 800 A - 150.9% - (")

511 BRBAMNE GERTIERAMABNALE
BR% (GRS TIFRUSB IR A LRI 31.9% 5 M
HRI S ER BN AL RERS (SRR G LI
BIZCER A LRI 29. 7% © (F=RAL)

x=h —ANAERE T RE B KRB 2008 TR EAE®
Male Female Overall
% L8 =h
Previous occupation Number % Number % Number %
ARTHe SRR AE Bt A8 B A& Bot
('000) ('000) ('000)
Managers and administrators 2.4 3.7 0.5 23 2.9 33
RERITBHR AR
Professionals 0.6 0.9 0.2 1.0 0.8 0.9
HEAR
Associate professionals 5.6 8.8 2.0 8.6 7.6 8.7
HEBYEE
Clerks 43 6.7 6.9 297 11.1 128
=]
Service workers and shop sales workers 107 16.7 64 275 17.1 196
AR¥s TIERAIESRE A
Craft and related workers 205 319 0.7 2.8 211 242
TEREMAR
Plant and machine operators and assemblers 81 126 42 180 123 141
BERESRIER RERCE
Elementary occupations 120 187 23 10.1 143 164
FEER A
Total 64.1 100.0 23.1 100.0 87.1 100.0
#EET

Note @ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous occupation is not available,
HE @ THRFEEFMAZHAONEREAL  ARBERAMFALIFIESRROEN -
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5.12 For the 15-29 age group, the largest proportion
was service workers and shop sales workers, being
27.9% of all unemployed persons with a previous job
in this age group. For the age groups 30-49 and 50 or
over, the largest proportion was craft and related
workers, being 29.3% and 28.2% respectively. (Table
10)

Table 10 Unemployed persons with a previous job@ by previous occupation and age, Q1 1996

512 FETAEZHAEFEHERIT > DIETERRE
TERBEREAN BN LIS EHERFEE T
TRROR N L RARLLD - 55 27.9% - ERIE=+FM
FAEMA L ERE AR ERTERA
BN B{Ls LB 2555 29.3% F028.2% - (F=+)

xt —NAANER LRI B R RS 1 TIEREAHC
Age group
Fnii R
15-29 30-49 250 Overall
&t
Previous occupation Number % Number % Number % Number %
DART RSB RO A% Bt A# Bt A8 B2 AE BoLt
('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
Managers and administrators 0.6 1.6 1.9 4.7 04 37 2.9 3.3
BERITBHRA R
Professionals 0.5 1.3 0.3 0.8 0 0 0.8 0.9
HEAB
Associate professionals 40 113 3.1 77 0.5 4.4 7.6 8.7
BEEEAR
Clerks 73 207 3.4 84 0.5 3.8 11.1 128
X8
Service workers and shop sales 98 279 59 146 14 118 171 19.6
workers
RETIERBIEHENER
Craft and related workers 60 17.1 11.8 293 33 282 21,1 242
TEREMAR
Plant and machine operators and 3.1 8.7 68 1638 24 206 123 141
assemblers
HBERBSREERIER
Elementary occupations 40 113 7.1 177 32 274 143 164
FEERT A
Total 351 100.0 40.2 100.0 11.8 100.0 87.1 100.0
REEt
Note : @ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous occupation is not available.

HE . @ TEREFMASDHDAONEEAL  BREAEMAFILEIESREOEN -
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6. Analysis of the
population in Q1 1996

underemployed

6.1 There were altogether 62 000 underemployed
persons in Q1 1996. Analysed by sex, male and female
underemployed persons constituted some 81.5% and
18.5% of all underemployed persons respectvely.
(Table 3)

6.2 In QI 1996, the largest number and proportion
of underemployed persons belonged to the age groups
30-39 and 4049. Together, they comprised 41 200 or
66.5% of all underemployed persons. (Table 4)

6.3 In Ql 1996, among all the underemployed
persons, those who had attained secondary or
matriculation education and primary education
constituted the largest two groups, being 33 200 (or
53.6% of all underemployed persons) and 24 400 (or
39.3% of all underemployed persons) respectively.
(Table 11)

6. —HAAREB-FHNREREAO
gl

6.1 —ANAEE—FHREREABE 62 000
N < MR HT  BURIZCERIBAEN R A 50 BHE
FrARRER R AL#9 81.5% F118.5% - (k=)

62 NAER—F EARELEALT B
EENERANS =+ E=1ThBERN+EN+A
5% Gt 41 200 N SRR AN R A £:89 66.5% -
(=)

63  NAFE—F EFRARESEALD BEE
RN ENEREN AL REERS &
B 33 200 A (IEFAEBAETNRALE 53.6%)
24 400 N (IEFFIEBAET R ALH939.3%)° (Gt

Table 11 Underemployed persons by educational attainment, Q1 1996

Fzt— —ANWAEE-FHAFTEERSNRESZAR
Educational attainment Number %
HREE N ¢ B4t
('000)
No schooling/kindergarten 33 54
KEE/ HE
Primary 244 39.3
/N
Secondary/matriculation 332 53.6
th2/mR
Tertiary
HIHE
- non-degree 0.4 0.7
FEBAL
- degree 0.7 1.1
217
Total 62.0 100.0
a5t
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6.4 Analysed by industry, 31 000 underemployed
persons (or 50.0% of all underemployed persons) were
in the construction industry. In contrast, 200 (or 0.3%
of all underemployed persons) were in the financing,
msurance, real estate and business services sector.
(Table 12)

6.5  Further analysis on the detailed industry groups
revealed that both the number of underemployed
persons and the underemployment rate were largest in
the decoration and maintenance industry, being
15 900 and 19.0% respectively, followed by the
foundation and superstructure induswy, which had
15 100  underemployed  persons and an
underemployment rate of 8.1%. (Table 12)

6.4 HITEDM > WERERNMFETRABS
31 000 N (EFAEBAFEATEALHT 50.0%) - HHHEZ
T feBEER - R - WERBARBRMFEN L
ANBES 200 A (EFTERFENRALE 0.3%) - (&
+2)

6.5 IZFFHTENMEBE—S AT HEEERR
BETRENMETEALHENRETERTRS
535185 15 900 AF0 19.0% » HRERFHER L&
T2 > 535BIF5 15 100 AF08.1% - GR1T )

Table 12 Underemployed persons by industry (Detailed group), Q1 1996

£+ —AAAER BT EGHIERD A RET AR
Industry Number Rate
7% N ¢ LEER
(000) (%)
Manufacturing 10.6 2.0
BLE%#
Food and beverage 0.2 0.9
RanRELEGESE
Clothing and footwear 8.0 4.4
AREE R M B
Paper and printing 0.4 0.5
MEBLE R ENRIZE
Other manufacturing industries 2.1 0.8
HAE DB
Construction 31.0 114
BEH
Foundation and superstructure 15.1 8.1
WHER FETRE
Decoration and maintenance 15.9 19.0
KERRETR
Wholesale, retail and import/export trades, restaurants and hotels 5.1 0.6
#e - FE  EHEOES  REREEE
Wholesale/retail 1.4 0.4
B/ FEX
Import/export trades 03 0.1
EHOB 5%
Restaurants/hotels 35 13
R /TGS
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Table 12 (Cont'd.) Underemployed persons by industry (Detailed group), Q1 1996

Fz+= () —HIWAER—FRTEGEEID B IRER AR
Industry Number Rate
(RES N ot
('000) (%)
Transport, storage and communication 10.4 3.0
B - BERERE
Transport 9.6 3.2
LTS
Storage 0 0
BEH
Communication 0.8 1.9
Financing, insurance, real estate and business services 0.2 0.1
SR - R  ERBRRLR
Financing 0 0
SRz
Insurance 0 0
RERzE
Real estate and business services 0.2 0.1
7 e P AR T3
Community, social and personal services 4.5 0.7
& - it EREARE
Public administration 0 0
TR
Education, medical and other health and welfare services 0.9 03
HE - BR - HtRERIEFIIRE
Other services 3.6 1.2
HMARRE 1T
Others 0.1 0.3
Hith
Overall 62.0 2.0
&t
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6.6 For males, the largest group was in the
construction industry, being 30 800 or 60.9% of all
male underemployed persons. For females, the largest
group was in the manufactuning industry, amounting
to 6 100 or 53.2% of all female underemployed
persons. (Table 13)

6.6 EABMME RERERIOMETEALRE
% 0 Z 30 800 A - P BUERETS R AR
60.9% ; WHAIDIEFEEERNM AL RBRS » E
6 100 A\ fEFFAZCHERET A LHT 53.2% - (F=+

=)

Table 13 Underemployed persons by industry and sex, Q1 1996

F+= —HINANEB—FETERMERIIREREAR
Male Female Overall
% L8 &t
Industry Number % Number % Number %
7% A8 Bt A8 B A8 BHL
('000) ('000) ('000)
Manufacturing 4.6 9.0 6.1 532 10,6 17.2
BEEX
Construction 30.8 609 0.2 1.9 31.0 50.0
BB
Wholesale, retail and import/export 2.5 5.0 26 229 5.1 83
trades, restaurants and hotels
1 FE - ELOES RERBEEE
Transport, storage and communication 10,0 19.7 0.4 3.7 104 16.8
G - BEREEAE
Financing, insurance, real estate and 0 0 0.2 1.8 0.2 03
business services
orh - Rig - ERBRAREE
Community, social and personal services 2.6 5.1 1.9 165 4.5 7.2
& - it EREARBFE
Others 0.1 0.2 0 0 0.1 0.2
Hith
Total 50.5 100.0 114 100.0 62.0 100.0
e
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6.7 Analysed by age, the largest proportion of 6.7 ROV HEREENMERNEALER
underemployed persons was in the construction BHERMARD » 9EEKLES] - G1IY)
industry for all age groups. (Table 14)

Table 14 Underemployed persons by industry and age, Q1 1996
£ —hAhAAREB-FETERFEIIDRETEAR

Age group
FniH Rl
15-29 30-49 =50 Overall
=Ll
Industry Number % Number % Number % Number %
(FES A8 BAE A8 BRI Ag B A% B
('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)

Manufacturing 0.8 7.1 72 176 26 272 10,6 172
BIE%
Construction 52 46.7 216 525 42 434 31.0 500
E
Wholesale, retail and import/export 1.1 10.0 3.2 7.7 0.8 8.7 5.1 83

trades, restaurants and hotels
e S8 EHOES -

EREL T 55
Transport, storage and communication 25 226 64 155 1.5 154 10.4 16.8
B - BEREAE
Financing, insurance, real estate 0 0 0.2 0.5 0 0 0.2 03

and business services
SRt - Rig - SWERR AR
Community, social and personal 1.5 137 2.5 6.0 0.5 53 4.5 7.2

services
& ~ it R EABRBH
Others 0 0 0.1 0.3 0 0 0.1 0.2
Hith
Total 11.1 100.0 41.2 100.0 9.6 100.0 62.0 100.0
#Est
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6.8  Analysed by occupation, the largest group of 6.8 IEEEEST MBUMRREARARALTS  F
male underemployed persons was craft and related BTBaERARA\BE RS » £ 28 900 A ({578
workers, which amounted to 28 900 (or 57.1% of all BB EREATH 57.1%) ; R DTS &
male underemployed persons); while the largest group BB RERMBESBERS » F 4 000 A {567
of female underemployed persons was plant and BLMREREANTH 34.6% - (FE+H)

machine operators and assemblers, amountng to

4 000 or 34.6% of all female underemployed persons.

(Table 15)

Table 15 Underemployed persons by occupation and sex, Q1 1996
Kth —HAARFER-FERERENEI TR EREAE

Male Female Overall
) L8 =0
Occupation Number % Number % Number %
e _ A8 Bt A8 Bt A& Bt
('000) ('000) ('000)
Managers and administrators 0.3 0.7 0.1 0.9 0.5 0.7
RERITBHRAR
Professionals 0 0 0 0 0 o
¢ IN-=|
Associate professionals 0.8 1.6 0.3 2.7 1.1 1.8
i) e
Clerks 03 0.6 1.1 9.2 13 22
XE8
Service workers and shop sales workers 24 4.8 20 176 4.4 7.2
ARH TIERABIGESHEA
Craft and related workers 289 571 0.5 4.6 294 474
TZRARAER
Plant and mac ine operators and assemblers 73 145 40 346 113 182
O REBRIFRRERE
Elementary occupations 105 20.7 35 304 140 225
FEBITA
Total 50.5 100.0 11.4 100.0 62.0 100.0
e
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6.9  When analysed by age, the largest proportion of 6.9 BREHMONT THRIBRAMABNRERR
underemployed persons was craft and related workers AL FEFR A EEARPEHERALED - GR+S)
in all age groups. (Table 16)

Tablel6 Underemployed persons by occupation and age, Q1 1996
KA —MNAFER —FEBERFRIDITRES AR

Age group
F o]
15-29 30 -49 >50 Overall
=5
Occupation Number % Number % Number % Number %
523 A8 Bt A8 Bt A8 B A® Bt
('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)

Managers and administrators 0 0 0.5 1.1 0 0 0.5 0.7
BERITBHRAR
Professionals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
HEANEB
Associate professionals 0.1 1.1 1.0 2.5 0 0 1.1 1.8
WEIEEAR
Clerks 1.0 9.2 0.3 0.8 0 0 1.3 2.2
X8
Service workers and shop sales 14 121 2.6 6.2 0.5 54 4.4 7.2

workers
R TIERMISHEAR
Craft and related workers 55 497 20.2  49.1 36 376 294 474
TERAMRAR
Plant and machine operators and 1.0 9.1 83 20.1 20 204 11.3 182

assemblers
BERERRFERKER
Elementary occupations 2.1 18.8 83 203 35 366 14.0 225
FEEAR T A
Total 11.1 100.0 41.2 100.0 9.6 100.0 62.0 100.0
KEEt
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