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In 2022, the labour market of Hong Kong was affected by the fifth wave of the
COVID-19 epidemic and fluctuated significantly. With the easing epidemic
situation starting from the second half of 2022, the seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate decreased from 5.0% in the first quarter to 3.5% in the
fourth quarter of 2022, while the number of unemployed persons (not
seasonally adjusted) decreased from 188 500 to 126 000 over the same period.
This article provides an analysis of the unemployed population in 2022 from
various perspectives. It aims to give readers a better understanding of the
unemployed population in Hong Kong.

WEASTE T &R > SERE BN RS S FE P aEE (=)
(EEzh ¢ (852) 2887 5208 ; #EE#Ef : ghs@censtatd.gov.hk) -

Enquiries on this article may be directed to the General Household Survey Section (3),
Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 2887 5208; E-mail : ghs@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1  In early 2022, the labour market of Hong Kong
was severely affected by the fifth wave of the COVID-
19 epidemic and continued to deteriorate. With the
easing epidemic situation and the gradual return of
economic activities to normalcy starting from the
second half of 2022, the labour market improved
notably throughout 2022. The seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate decreased from 5.0% in the first
quarter to 3.5% in the fourth quarter of 2022, while the
number of unemployed persons (not seasonally
adjusted) decreased from 188 500 to 126 000 over the
same period.

1.2 Unemployment is one of the focal issues of
social concern. Its measurement provides an
indication of the economic situation and also reflects
the extent of unused capacity in the labour force.

1.3  Unemployment statistics are compiled based on
data obtained from the General Household Survey
(GHS). The sample size of the GHS is about
28 000 households in each 3-month period.
Information on personal, labour force and household
characteristics is collected from all members in the
sampled households where appropriate. Figures for
the whole year are compiled based on data collected
from January to December of that year.

1.4 This article provides an analysis of the
unemployed population in 2022 from various
perspectives. It aims to give readers a better
understanding of the unemployed population in
Hong Kong.
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2.  Analysis of unemployed population in
2022 by selected socio-economic
characteristics

Sex

2.1  The numbers of unemployed persons and
unemployment rates of both males and females
showed declining trends in general from the first
quarter to the fourth quarter of 2022. For 2022 as a
whole, the number of female unemployed persons
(66 600 persons) was smaller than their male
counterparts (96 500 persons), accounting for 40.8%
of the overall unemployed persons. During the same
period, the unemployment rate of females was 3.5%,
also lower than the corresponding rate of males at
5.1%. After excluding foreign domestic helpers, the
female unemployment rate was 4.2% and the gender
difference narrowed notably. (Table 1)

Table1  Unemployment statistics by sex, 2022

Sk i &

Male Female Overall
ABL LERQ) I Ee () ABL LERQ)
HARG Number  Rate() Number Rate(1) Number Rate(1)
Period (’000) (%) (’000) (%) (’000) (%)
F1ZF Ql 112.3 6.0 76.1 4.0 [4.8] 188.5 5.0
F2ZF Q2 102.6 5.5 76.0 4.1 [4.9] 178.6 4.8
F3ZF Q3 92.2 4.9 63.1 3.3 [4.0] 155.3 4.1
F4EF Q4 75.2 4.0 50.8 2.7 [3.2] 126.0 33
44 Whole year 96.5 5.1 66.6 35 [4.2] 163.1 4.3

R L PN TR A - D IHAEN R B -
I3 FESR P AV B R R S R S R (R AR AR E L
(1) FEARERIRAER (FEREIMRE) -

BT AT 202345 H
ERRHITHE BUN4ETER

Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

Figures in square brackets refer to the corresponding female
unemployment rates with foreign domestic helpers excluded.

(1) Refer to unemployment rates (not seasonally adjusted) in the
respective groups.
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Age group

2.2 Compared to the first quarter of 2022, decreases
in the number of unemployed persons and
unemployment rates were observed for all age groups
in the fourth quarter. For 2022 as a whole, the
unemployment rates for the age groups 15-19 and 20-
29 were notably higher than those for other age groups.
The unemployment rate for persons aged 15 to 19
decreased from 14.3% in the first quarter of 2022 to
11.8% in the fourth quarter. During the same period,
the unemployment rate for persons aged 20 to 29

decreased from 7.2% to 6.3%. (Table 2)
R2 2022 FHAFEAE B DR FEGE TR
Table2  Unemployment statistics by age group, 2022 =
Number of persons
(°000)
HElR4ER] F1E F2FE F3F F4F 24
Age group Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Whole year
15-19 2.6 33 4.0 2.2 3.1
(14.3%) (18.4%) (16.1%) (11.8%) (15.7%)
20-29 40.5 38.8 42.5 349 38.9
(7.2%) (7.3%) (7.7%) (6.3%) (7.2%)
30-39 34.0 33.9 28.9 21.6 30.1
(3.7%) (3.7%) (3.2%) (2.4%) (3.3%)
40-49 39.7 393 27.1 24 .4 32.7
(4.2%) (4.2%) (2.9%) (2.6%) (3.5%)
50-59 48.0 41.9 343 28.4 38.7
(5.5%) (4.8%) (4.0%) (3.3%) (4.5%)
> 60 23.6 21.5 18.5 14.5 19.6
(4.9%) (4.4%) (3.6%) (2.8%) (3.9%)
&8 188.5 178.6 155.3 126.0 163.1
Overall (5.0%) (4.8%) (4.1%) (3.3%) (4.3%)
R REEKIUE A 0 S TELERI A BLAE SRR % - Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
B R N8 (DT AE) - FESENE SRR Figures refer to the number of unemployed persons (in thousands).
HFER R SR (REEMFERE) (ISEFBILE Percentages in brackets are the corresponding unemployment
- , e éji . - ; 3 rates (not seasonally adjusted) [i.e. the proportion of unemployed
FIPS > RIRA AL ALHIA 5B AT EL T ) persons in the labour force in the respective groups].
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Educational attainment

23

For 2022 as a whole, the unemployment rate for

persons with lower secondary education was the
highest (5.8%), followed by post-secondary non-

degree education (5.1%).

The unemployment rate

for persons with post-secondary degree education was

the lowest (3.3%).

(Table 3)

*®3 2022 FHEHBEEEERDHIAES BT

Table3  Unemployment statistics by educational attainment, 2022
N ¢
Number of persons
(°000)
BERE F1F F2F $£3F F4F 24
Educational attainment Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Whole year
INER LU 17.3 14.1 7.7 7.9 12.3
Primary and below (5.8%) (4.9%) (2.7%) (2.8%) 4.2%)
(1) 36.2 32.5 26.3 19.9 29.2
Lower secondary(1) (7.2%) (6.5%) (5.2%) (4.1%) (5.8%)
=) 72.8 69.1 55.1 43.1 59.7
Upper secondary(2) (5.4%) (5.2%) (4.2%) (3.2%) (4.5%)
HEEE 62.1 62.8 66.2 55.1 61.9
Post-secondary (3.7%) (3.9%) (3.9%) (3.3%) (3.7%)
E|2==2\s 22.1 23.2 21.4 17.4 20.8
Non-degree (5.3%) (5.8%) (5.1%) (4.3%) (5.1%)
A 40.0 39.6 44.7 37.7 41.1
Degree (3.2%) (3.2%) (3.5%) (3.0%) (3.3%)
=t 188.5 178.6 155.3 126.0 163.1
Overall (5.0%) (4.8%) (4.1%) (3.3%) (4.3%)

AR PRI » IR B 5 o

B R RFENE (UT A - fERANE SRR
MR AR CREEFEMENE) (FBEARAE
BN - A LARZ AR 258 AHIEES ) -

) BgbEEREnAL—RER T —ET =85
AL EIE =i DN

() AmEEREn A2 R Ry
ESuieRy g5 & ==y N EVANGS E e o
PRt BB SCR L R TEREEHEHIA
+ o

FAGETHT 202345 H
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Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

FB5

Figures refer to the number of unemployed persons (in thousands).
Percentages in brackets are the corresponding unemployment rates
(not seasonally adjusted) [i.e. the proportion of unemployed
persons in the labour force in the respective groups].

(1) Persons with educational attainment at lower secondary level
refer to those with Secondary 1 - 3 education or equivalent
level.

(2) Persons with educational attainment at upper secondary level
refer to those with Secondary 4 - 7 of old academic structure,
Secondary 4 - 6 of new academic structure or equivalent,
Project Yi Jin/Yi Jin Diploma and craft level.

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics May 2023

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



TR FIFET

24 HRZIHENE - FERE 6 AR
DLERIRFEANLAVE H 2022 5 1 FHY
46000 AN TERZEZE 4 FHY 41500 A - DU
2022 FERBG S - RFEALPRELE 6 {6
A RLLEFERIEER R 26.5% - (R 4)

Duration of unemployment

24 Owing to the improved labour market, the
number of unemployed persons with duration of
unemployment of 6 months and over decreased from
46 000 in the first quarter of 2022 to 41 500 in the
fourth quarter. For 2022 as a whole, the proportion
of unemployed persons with duration of
unemployment of 6 months and over was 26.5%.
(Table 4)

*4 2022 FIFRFER R MR ISR TR

Table4  Unemployment statistics by duration of unemployment, 2022 L
Number of persons

(°000)

@RI (A F1=E F2FE F3F F4F E=i
Duration of unemployment (months) Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Whole year
<1 49.9 33.5 36.8 29.7 38.0
[26.5%] [18.8%]  [23.7%] [23.6%)] [23.3%]

1-<2 34.0 28.7 25.4 17.4 26.0
[18.0%] [16.1%] [16.3%] [13.8%] [16.0%]

2-<3 36.5 32.1 30.0 19.5 30.1
[19.4%)] [18.0%] [19.3%] [15.5%] [18.4%]

3-<6 22.1 37.7 23.6 17.9 25.8
[11.7%] [21.1%] [15.2%)] [14.2%] [15.8%]

>6 46.0 46.6 39.5 41.5 43.2
[24.4%] [26.1%] [25.4%)] [32.9%] [26.5%]

=i 188.5 178.6 155.3 126.0 163.1
Overall [100.0%] [100.0%] [100.0%] [100.0%)] [100.0%)]

. HREFEIUE A S TESERIR O B S -
B RRFEANB (DT A - TSN E 2 tEAl
R FSE NBUE A BRI AR NI E 0L -

LT EAH TR

2.5 B12022 45 1 BEEE EASATT
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4.2 [HE5TEE 4.7% » RS EARZERANT
Bk 3.2 {EE2EE 4.8% o DL 2022 FEEEGT
5o EMETENRKERTIHEEES -
(£5)

BT AT 202345 H
ERRHITHE BUN4ETER

Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

Figures refer to the number of unemployed persons (in thousands).
Percentages in square brackets are the percentages of unemployed
persons in the total number of unemployed persons of the
respective periods.

Previous industry

2.5 Compared to the first quarter of 2022, the
unemployment rates of nearly all industry sectors
dropped in the fourth quarter. The unemployment
rate of the retail, accommodation and food services
sector decreased notably by 4.2 percentage points to
4.7% in the fourth quarter, while that of the
construction sector decreased by 3.2 percentage points
to 4.8%. For 2022 as a whole, the unemployment
rates of these two industry sectors were relatively
higher. (Table 5)
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TableS Unemployed persons with a previous job by previous industry, 2022
N
Number of persons
(°000)
DA SEEITTSE F1E F2FE $F3IF F4E e
Previous industry Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Whole year
i 5.4 5.1 4.8 43 4.9
Manufacturing (5.5%) (5.5%) (5.2%) (4.7%) (5.1%)
fe-yi 27.5 25.9 21.5 17.3 23.5
Construction (8.0%) (7.3%) (6.0%) (4.8%) (6.6%)
WMER 2 T2 Foundation and superstructure (6.4%) (5.6%) (5.1%) (4.1%) (5.4%)
FEZELET ~ (EERIRE Decoration, repair and (13.4%) (13.0%) (9.1%) (7.3%) (10.8%)
maintenance for buildings
HEH O 5 R 3% 12.9 11.1 10.4 9.5 10.9
Import/export trade and wholesale (3.9%) (3.4%) (3.2%) (2.9%) (3.3%)
HEHITTE %, Import and export trade (4.0%) (3.4%) (3.2%) (2.9%) (3.3%)
H1ZE Wholesale (3.1%) (4.1%) (3.5%) (3.6%) (3.9%)
FE - [FEOMERREQ) 48.4 41.0 31.9 26.1 37.1
Retail, accommodation(1) and food services(2) (8.9%) (7.4%) (5.8%) (4.7%) (6.8%)
FEE Retail (7.7%) (6.6%) (5.7%) (4.6%) (6.1%)
(F7EHR7% (1) Accommodation services(1) (5.6%) (5.7%) (4.5%) (3.9%) (4.9%)
ERIR %58 Food and beverage service activities (11.0%) (8.6%) (6.2%) (5.0%) (7.9%)
g - B -~ EECREIRARTS - B EEER 22.4 23.2 19.9 16.4 20.7
Transportation, storage, postal and courier services, (5.0%) (5.4%) (4.6%) (3.8%) (4.8%)
information and communications
Rl - Rk~ hE - SEE KRG HIARSS 25.1 25.1 22.3 20.3 23.1
Financing, insurance, real estate, professional and (2.9%) (3.0%) (2.6%) (2.4%) 2.7%)
business services
AIATEL ~ e A AR 34.5 34.0 26.1 19.6 28.4
Public administration, social and personal services (3.1%) (3.0%) (2.3%) (1.7%) (2.5%)
HA 72 1.5 1.1 0.7 0.7 1.1
Other industries (5.4%) (4.2%) (3.0%) (2.9%) 4.1%)
I=E 177.6 166.6 137.7 114.3 149.8
Overall

. HREFEIUE A TR B S -
B A BRE EORBRA - R BT A ST B A IRY R
SEAL RR AR AR T2E B -

B Rt TIERVARSEAS (BLTAGE) - &SN
IYEERI R AR ERY RS CRECREIMENEE) (500
RITERZATEA RN LA R EZITEN BB A
HIEERT) -

(1) R EEEE - B - R R H AR (LA
IR IS B L -

() B - (B R G IR A TR T B
HEE BRI T, -
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Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

Figures exclude first-time job-seekers and re-entrants into the
labour force who were unemployed as information on previous
industry of these persons is not available.

Figures refer to the number of unemployed persons with a
previous job (in thousands). Percentages in brackets are the
corresponding unemployment rates (not seasonally adjusted) [i.e.
the proportion of unemployed persons with last job in that industry
in the labour force engaged in that industry].

(1) Accommodation services cover hotels, guesthouses, boarding
houses and other establishments providing short term
accommodation.

(2) The retail, accommodation and food services industries as a
whole is generally referred to as the consumption- and
tourism-related segment.
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Previous occupation

2.6 Compared to the first quarter 2022, the
unemployment rates of all occupations dropped in the
fourth quarter. The unemployment rate of craft and
related workers had the largest drop of 3.9 percentage
points to 4.9% in the fourth quarter, while the
unemployment rate of service and sales workers
decreased by 3.4 percentage points to 4.1%. For
2022 as a whole, the unemployment rates of these two
occupation groups were relatively higher. (Table 6)

&6 2022 FEDRTIEERIRSER D HT S TAERREAR

Table 6 Unemployed persons with a previous job by previous occupation, 2022
N 4
Number of persons
(°000)
DARTRE SRR SE F1E F2F B3IF F4E Ex3
Previous occupation Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Whole year
il 11.0 9.8 8.5 7.5 9.3
Managers (2.7%) (2.4%) (2.1%) (1.8%) (2.2%)
BEAE 8.1 8.7 8.1 6.9 8.0
Professionals (2.0%) (2.0%) (1.9%) (1.6%) (1.9%)
LHIEC Y= 28.9 27.3 22.8 20.6 24.8
Associate professionals (4.1%) (4.0%) (3.3%) (3.0%) (3.6%)
NEZEANE 22.8 19.3 21.4 15.5 19.8
Clerical support workers (4.6%) (4.2%) (4.7%) (3.4%) (4.2%)
HE% S i E N B 50.6 45.8 32.0 28.9 39.5
Service and sales workers (7.5%) (6.7%) (4.7%) (4.1%) (5.8%)
TERARMAR 222 19.2 17.5 11.8 18.0
Craft and related workers (8.8%) (7.5%) (6.9%) (4.9%) (7.2%)
e B ARSI IE B L & 6.7 7.2 6.0 4.4 6.2
Plant and machine operators and assemblers (4.1%) (4.5%) (3.7%) (2.7%) (3.9%)
IERLT T A 27.0 28.9 21.2 18.4 23.9
Elementary occupations (4.0%) (4.4%) (3.2%) (2.7%) (3.6%)
Others (***) (***) (***) (***) (4.50/0)
=5 177.6 166.6 137.7 114.3 149.8

Overall

. HREFEIUE A S TESERIR O B S -
B IS ETORBA L R EHT A ST B AR
AL R ARI M AT SRR E R

B Rt TIRRVRSEAS (BLTASD) - FESEAE
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FITERZ SRRV RN DG e B e A O
LB -

o e AR IR DRI AE ZE R - H hl
BEERAER - SR T -

BT AT 202345 H
ERRHITHE BUN4ETER

Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

Figures exclude first-time job-seekers and re-entrants into the
labour force who were unemployed as information on previous
occupation of these persons is not available.

Figures refer to the number of unemployed persons with a
previous job (in thousands). Percentages in brackets are the
corresponding unemployment rates (not seasonally adjusted) [i.e.
the proportion of unemployed persons with last job in that
occupation in the labour force engaged in that occupation].

*** Figures are compiled based on a very small number of
sampled cases and not released due to large sampling errors.
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3. Concepts and methods

3.1 Statistics on the labour force, employment,
unemployment and underemployment are compiled in
accordance with the conceptual framework
recommended by the International Labour
Organization. Details about the concepts and
definitions of the unemployment statistics are given in
the Quarterly Report on General Household Survey.
Users can download this report at the website of the
Census and Statistics Department (www.censtatd.gov.
hk/en/ElndexbySubject.html?pcode=B1050001&scod
e=200).

3.2 Individuals in the population can be divided into
two main groups according to their economic activity
status, viz. the economically active population and the
economically inactive population.

33 The  economically  active  population,
synonymous with the labour force, comprises the
employed population and the unemployed population.

3.4 The economically inactive population is made
up of those persons who have not had a job and have
not been at work during the 7 days before enumeration,
excluding persons who have been on leave/holiday
during the 7-day period and persons who are
unemployed. Persons such as home-makers, retired
persons and those below the age of 15 (e.g. students)
are thus included.

3.5 The wunemployed population comprises all
unemployed persons. For a person aged 15 or over to
be classified as unemployed, that person should :

(i) not have had a job and should not have
performed any work for pay or profit during
the 7 days before enumeration; and

(ii))  have been available for work during the 7 days
before enumeration; and

(iii) have sought work during the 30 days before
enumeration.

However, if a person aged 15 or over fulfils the
conditions (i) and (ii) above but has not sought work
during the 30 days before enumeration because he/she
believes that work is not available, he/she is still
classified as unemployed, being regarded as a
so-called “discouraged worker”.
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3.6 Unemployment rate refers to the proportion of
unemployed persons in the labour force. It is
computed by dividing the number of unemployed
persons by the size of the labour force and multiplying
the quotient by 100%.

3.7 As quarterly unemployment statistics are
subject to seasonal variations (such as seasonal
variations in the number of first-time job-seekers,
holiday effects and seasonal ups and downs in business
activities), seasonal adjustment has been made when
the overall quarterly unemployment rate is released.
The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate so
compiled can better reflect the underlying trend of
unemployment. In this article, the unemployment
statistics (including number of unemployed persons
and unemployment rate) analysed by selected socio-
economic characteristics presented in Section 2 are not
seasonally adjusted because of data limitation.

FB10 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics May 2023

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



	專題文章
	2022年香港失業人口概況

	Feature Article
	The Profile of the Unemployed Population in Hong Kong in 2022




