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There were some changes in the characteristics of women and men in Hong
Kong along with the social and economic development of Hong Kong during
the past decade. This article gives an overview of and analyses selected
characteristics of women and men of different age groups in Hong Kong.
Readers who are interested in further details of the female and male
population may refer to the report Women and Men in Hong Kong — Key
Statistics (2022 Edition). Besides, readers may also browse the website of
2021 Population Census for detailed statistics related to the population of
Hong Kong.
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Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Social Surveys Section (2), Census and
Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 2887 5179; E-mail : thematic@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1  There were some changes in the characteristics
of women and men in Hong Kong along with the
social and economic development of Hong Kong
during the past decade. This article gives an
overview of and analyses selected characteristics of
women and men of different age groups in Hong
Kong.

1.2 The population and demographic statistics
presented in this article refer to the Hong Kong
Resident Population enumerated under the “resident
population” approach. Relevant results of 2011 and
2021 Population Census are quoted.

1.3 Besides the population and demographic
statistics, figures on the education characteristics,
labour force and employed population derived from
results of the General Household Survey, are also
presented in this article. The survey covers the
land-based non-institutional population of Hong
Kong, i.e. the Hong Kong Resident Population
excluding inmates of institutions and persons living
on board vessels.

1.4 Foreign domestic helpers who are mostly
females are part of Hong Kong Resident Population.
For the purpose of this article, they are however
excluded in the analysis in order to provide a more
meaningful comparison between the two genders.
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2. Key trends and phenomenon
Faster growth of women than men

2.1 According to the results of Population
Censuses, the total population grew by 4.0% between
2011 and 2021 to 7093 081, of which the female
population grew by 5.6% to 3 712 977 while the male
population grew by 2.4% to 3 380 104. (Chart 1)

2.2 During the past decade, the ageing trend in the
population continued. The pace of ageing became
faster in recent years, mainly attributable to the post-
war baby boomers entering old age.

2.3 Analysed by age group and sex, the number of
females aged 45 to 64 rose substantially by 13.1%
between 2011 and 2021 to 1260 796, while their
male counterparts rose by only 0.4% to 1070 974.
On the other hand, the number of females and males
aged 65 and over increased by 52.8% and 55.7%
respectively during the same period. Despite the
faster growth of the latter, female elderly (768 520)
still outnumbered male elderly (682 338) in 2021.
This apart, as a result of the persistently low fertility
rate, the proportion for female and male children aged
under 15 decreased from 11.3% and 12.9% in 2011 to
10.6% and 12.3% in 2021 respectively. The above
changes relating to age and sex structure are
discernible by comparing the shape of the population
pyramids over time. (Chart 1)

2.4 Besides, population movement is also an
important element of change in the population
structure of Hong Kong in the recent decade. The
larger inflow of female one-way permit holders from
the mainland of China resulted in a decline in the sex
ratio (number of males per 1 000 females) from 939
in 2011 to 910 in 2021. There were also variations
in the sex ratio by age group. For the age groups
below 30, the sex ratio in 2021 was above 1 000,
indicating more males than females. For those aged
30 and above, the sex ratio was below 1 000,
indicating more females than males. (Table 1)
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Chart1 Population pyramids (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
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Table1  Sex ratio by age group (excluding foreign domestic helpers)

e TRLHTRENBEAR

SRR Number of males per 1 000 females
Age group 2011 2021

0- 4 1082 1053

5-9 1072 1058
10-14 1067 1072
15-19 1053 1037
20 -24 1032 1059
25-29 966 1 003
30-34 862 947
35-39 832 873
40 - 44 806 827
45-49 868 798
50-54 987 785
55-59 993 844
60 - 64 1010 970
65 - 69 1079 951
70 - 74 1027 963
75-179 896 962
80 - 84 744 932
85+ 481 596
i 939 910
Overall
BERIAIR © BURARETE 2021 £ G Ay pE Source : 2021 Population Census Office,

Census and Statistics Department
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2.5  With better provision of medical services and
greater health consciousness of the general public,
people in Hong Kong are now living longer than
before. Women generally live longer than man,
which is the main reason why there were more
females than males in the elderly population. In
2021, the expectation of life at birth for women and
men were 87.9 years and 83.2 years respectively.
Comparing 2011 and 2021, the expectation of life at
birth for women and men increased by 1.3 and 3.0
years respectively, indicating an improvement in the
health conditions of the population over the period.
(Table 2)

Table 2  Expectation of life at birth by sex
&
Year
oyl Sex 2011 2021
M Female 86.7 87.9
FHE Male 80.3 83.2
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Source : Demographic Statistics Section (1),
Census and Statistics Department

Significant improvement in educational attainment
for women

2.6 Overall speaking, women had a lower
proportion with secondary education or above than
men in the population aged 15 and over. This is
because older generation females generally had a
smaller chance of receiving education when they
were young. (Chart 2)

2.7 Along with the increase in educational
opportunities for females, a notable improvement in
educational attainment for women was observed in
recent years. In 2021, 69.4% of women aged 25 to
34 and 47.5% of women aged 35 to 44 had attended
post-secondary education, representing increases of
19.9 and 15.0 percentage points respectively as
compared to a decade ago. The corresponding
proportions for men also saw increases of 13.7 and
13.3 percentage points over a decade, reaching 63.8%
and 51.8% respectively. The proportion of women
aged 15 to 24 with post-secondary education in 2021
(59.6%) was also higher than that of men (54.0%).
(Chart 2)
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Chart2 Distribution of population aged 15 and over (excluding foreign domestic helpers)

by sex, age group and educational attainment
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Narrowing in differences in labour force
participation rate between women and men

2.8 At overall level, the labour force participation
rate of women was lower than that of men.
However, the difference had narrowed over the past
decade, with the labour force participation rate of
women increased from 49.1% in 2011 to 49.6% in
2021 whereas that of men decreased from 68.4% to
65.7%. (Table 3)
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Table3  Labour force participation rate(1) (excluding foreign domestic helpers) by age

group and sex

Btk
Percentage
2011 2021
S il B i B 7
Age group Male Female Male Female
15-24 35.7 34.7 344 34.1
25-34 95.1 79.5 93.4 81.9
35-44 96.2 68.9 95.0 69.3
45-54 92.4 62.4 91.4 68.2
55-64 65.6 32.6 70.2 47.4
65+ 10.5 23 18.0 7.4
13
Overall 68.4 49.1 65.7 49.6
e (1) Zr@h A\ OSBREHE2580 A DG F 8 4H 5 Note : (1) It refers to the proportion of labour force in the respective
e FIE(ERE A IR ELH - age groups of the land-based non-institutional population.
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Source :  General Household Survey Section (3),
Census and Statistics Department
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2.9  Analysed by marital status, the labour force
participation rate for ever married women was
considerably lower than that for ever married men (at
42.8% and 64.2% in 2021 respectively), whereas that
for never married women was more comparable to
that for never married men (at 67.7% and 69.1% in
2021 respectively). In the past decade, except for
the age group 35-44, the labour force participation
rates for ever married women increased in various
age groups, with those aged 55 to 64 increased by
13.5 percentage points. However, owing to the
increase in the proportion of the older population and
its low labour force participation rate, the overall
labour force participation rate for ever married
women decreased slightly from 43.1% in 2011 to
42.8% in 2021. (Chart 3)

2.10 Overall speaking, improvement in educational
attainment, coupled with the increased prevalence of
marriage postponement and spinsterhood, had
contributed to the rise in the female labour force
participation rate.

&l 3 ISR ~ MR R ER A AR B A D 28R (RNEBINERERTL)
Chart3 Labour force participation rate (excluding foreign domestic helpers) by marital
status, sex and age group
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Different occupational distributions for women and
men

2.11 In 2021, the proportion of men working as
managers and administrators, professionals and
associate professionals (46.0%) was higher than
women (42.8%), with 2.7 and 6.3 percentage points
of increase respectively over the past decade.
Analysed by age group, the proportion of men aged
35 and above working as managers and
administrators,  professionals  and  associate
professionals was higher than women of the
corresponding age groups, while the reverse was
observed for age groups below 35. (Chart 4)

2.12 More women worked as clerical support
workers or service and sales workers than men. In
2021, 42.3% of women in the employed population
were in these two occupation groups. In particular,
the proportion of women aged 15 to 24 in the
employed population engaged in these two
occupations groups reached 57.3%. (Chart 4)

2.13 More men worked as craft and related workers,
plant and machine operators and assemblers or other
occupations than women. In 2021, 26.5% of the
middle-aged (i.e. aged 45 to 64) men in the employed
population were in these occupation groups. The
respective shares of these occupation groups for men
among the younger employed population were
however smaller. (Chart 4)

2.14 In 2021, the proportion of women aged under
45 engaged in elementary occupations was less than
that of men. Yet, among the employed population
aged 45 and over, the proportion of women engaged
in elementary occupations was higher than that for
men by 7.8 percentage points. This might be partly
due to that the older women were in general less
educated. (Chart 4)
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Chart4 Employed persons (excluding foreign domestic helpers) by sex, age group and
.
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Considerable increment in median monthly
employment earnings for both women and men

2.15 Overall speaking, the median monthly
employment earnings for women were lower than
that for men, yet both rose considerably from 2011 to
2021. In particular, the median monthly
employment earnings for women and men grew from
$11,000 and $13,000 to $17,500 and $20,000
respectively, leading to a slight widening of the
difference from $2,000 to $2,500. (Chart 5)

2.16 Analysed by age group, the highest rate of
increase in median monthly employment earnings for
females during 2011 to 2021 was observed in the age
group 55 to 64, by 80.0%. As for males, the highest
rate of increase was observed in the age group 15 to
24, by 68.8%. (Chart 5)
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Chart5 Median monthly employment earnings of employed persons (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) by sex and age group
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3.2 IEAh - SEEINATEEE 2021 FEACEE
HIEELG - SRR EE A ORI 8 -

FHGETHT 2022810 H
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3. Further references

3.1  Readers who are interested in further details of
the female and male population may refer to the
report Women and Men in Hong Kong — Key Statistics
(2022 Edition) published by the Census and Statistics
Department (C&SD) in end July 2022. Users can
download this publication at the website of C&SD
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/ElndexbySubject.html?pco

de=B1130303&scode=180).

3.2  Besides, readers may also browse the website
of 2021 Population Census for detailed statistics
related to the population of Hong Kong.
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