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The total number of Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) cases
has decreased gradually at an average rate of 2.6% per annum in the past
decade. The number of cases fell from about 260 000 as at end 2013 to
about 200 000 as at end 2023. Larger decreases were noted in low-earnings
cases (-15.9% per annum on average) and single parent cases (-3.5% per
annum on average). There were 273 941 CSSA recipients as at end 2023,
representing a drop of 30.6% when compared with end 2013. This article
describes the major changes in the number of CSSA cases and recipients from
2013 to 2023.

RN RAR B EEFZ B RIERTS - A SCHE &R - s tt
R &t
(xS © (852) 2892 5225 ; &EES : rsenq@swd.gov.hk) -

Statistics presented in this article are based on the data source from the Social Welfare
Department. Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Research and Statistics
Section, Social Welfare Department

(Tel. : (852) 2892 5225; E-mail : rsenq@swd.gov.hk).
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Statistics on Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme, 2013 to 2023
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1. Introduction

1.1  The overall objective of social security in
Hong Kong is to provide for the basic and special
needs of the members of the community who are in
need of financial assistance. The non-contributory
social security system administered by the Social
Welfare Department (SWD) comprises CSSA
Scheme and Social Security Allowance (SSA)
Scheme.

1.2 The CSSA Scheme was introduced in
July 1993 to replace the former Public Assistance
Scheme. The CSSA Scheme provides a safety net
of last resort for people who cannot support
themselves financially due to old age, ill health,
disability, single parenthood, unemployment, low
earnings or other reasons to help them meet their
basic needs. In addition, all CSSA recipients enjoy
a waiver of public healthcare services fees.

1.3 Elderly CSSA recipients who choose to take up
permanent residence in Guangdong or Fujian may
apply for Portable CSSA (PCSSA) Scheme.
Participants will receive a monthly standard rate
payment and an annual long-term supplement during
their stay in Guangdong or Fujian.
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1.4 Apart from the CSSA Scheme, the SSA
Scheme administered by SWD comprises Disability
Allowance (DA), Old Age Allowance (OAA), Old
Age Living Allowance (OALA), Guangdong (GD)
Scheme and Fujian (FJ) Scheme. The OAA and
DA provide a monthly allowance to Hong Kong
residents who are at least 70 years of age or above
and who are severely disabled respectively to meet
their special needs arising from old age or disability.
The OALA was launched in April 2013 to provide a
monthly allowance to supplement the living expenses
of Hong Kong residents aged 65 or above who are in
need of financial support. The Higher OALA was
launched in June 2018 to enhance support for the
aforementioned persons, and the OALA was renamed
Normal OALA in tandem. The GD Scheme and the
FJ Scheme are to provide OAA/OALA for eligible
Hong Kong elderly persons who choose to reside in
Guangdong and Fujian obviating their need to return
to Hong Kong every year. The OAA under the GD
Scheme was launched in October 2013, and that
under the FJ Scheme was launched in April 2018.
The OALA under the GD Scheme and the FJ Scheme
was launched in January 2020. In September 2022,
the Normal and Higher OALAs under the SSA
Scheme were merged. The merged OALA adopts
the more lenient asset limits of the Normal OALA
and the payment rate of the Higher OALA, while the
monthly income limits remain unchanged. These
arrangements also apply to the GD Scheme and the
FJ Scheme. Except for the OALA, other allowances
paid under the SSA Scheme are non-means-tested.

1.5 The following analyses focus on the CSSA
Scheme.
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2.  Overview of CSSA statistics

2.1 The CSSA Scheme is non-contributory but
means-tested.  Applicants must also satisfy the
residence requirement under the Scheme. In
addition, able-bodied persons aged 15 to 59 who are
unemployed or have monthly earnings or working
hours less than the prescribed levels set by SWD are
required to actively seek full-time paid employment
and participate in the Support for Self-reliance (SFS)
Scheme! as a condition of receiving CSSA.

2.2 If the applicant is living with other household
members, the application must be made on a
household basis. The resources and needs of all
members in the same household are taken into
account in determining the household’s eligibility for
CSSA. A case may consist of more than one
household member, but it is possible that not all
household members are eligible for CSSA.

Caseload

2.3 Under the CSSA Scheme, a case may refer to a
single person or a household. The categorisation of
a case is done according to a set of established rules
and criteria based on the principal reason for applying
for CSSA with reference to the particulars of eligible
members in the case. The total number of CSSA
cases had decreased gradually from 260 774 as at end
2013 to 200400 as at end 2023, representing an
average drop of 2.6% per annum in the past decade.
Larger decreases were noted in low-earnings cases
(-15.9% per annum on average) and single parent
cases (-3.5% per annum on average).

(Table 1 and Chart 1)

1 Able-bodied CSSA adults aged 60 to 64 may participate in the SFS
Scheme on a voluntary basis and will not be subject to sanction if
they do not join the scheme.
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x1 2013 FFAEEE 2023 FAEHERIB OISR EERHE
Table1  Number of CSSA cases by category, end 2013 to end 2023

e

7N

Cases

R SiSES

b EE

Average rate

of change

{E%;@BH per annum

Case category 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 (%)

FH 151259 149 149 146083 144336 144198 142364 136050 130647 124104 116406 112344 2.9
Old age (58.0) (589) (59.8) (60.9) (62.1) (62.9) (61.8) (58.1) (57.2) (56.2) (56.1)

KM 18391 18225 17914 17602 17133 16739 16923 17377 17518 17315 17172 -0.7
Permanent disability (7.1 (7.2) (7.3) (7.4) (7.4) (7.4) 7.7 (7.7) 8.1 (8.4) (8.6)

R R 25157 24973 24458 24184 23632 23103 23917 26056 26887 27236 27727 1.0
Il-health 9.6) 9.9)  (10.0) (102) (102) (102) (109) (116) (124) (132) (13.8)

I 29193 29529 28403 26985 25792 24697 23678 24760 23785 22172 20497 35
Single parent 112y (117 (1.6 (114  (11.1)  (109) (108) (11.0)  (11.0) (10.7)  (10.2)

ERUCA 8891 7584 6335 5230 4401 3589 3002 2520 2217 1869 1581 -15.9
Low-earnings (3.4) (3.0 (2.6) 2.2) (1.9) (1.6) (1.4) (1.1) (1.0) 0.9) (0.8)

eSS 21149 18650 16332 14340 12741 11818 12570 19506 18495 18042 17184 2.1
Unemployment 8.1 (7.4) 6.7 (6.0) (5.5) (5.2) (5.7 (8.7) (8.5) (8.7) (8.6)

HAth 6734 4944 4570 4379 4237 4127 4035 4029 3927 3929 3895 53
Others (2.6) (2.0 (1.9) (1.8) (1.8) (1.8) (1.8) (1.8) (1.8) (1.9) (1.9)

Lazt 260774 253054 244095 237056 232134 226437 220175 224895 216933 206969 200 400 2.6
Total (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)
R FESRNE T ARG TV E L - Notes : Figures in brackets refer to the percentage to totals.

AR TR FL ARG o (BRI BN 7T A5 BAAA R Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
£ o
2.4 ¥H{EZFEFERIOMN » S K AMEEER 2.4 Analysed by category, the proportion of cases

(R v LR BB E ZE L] > 2013 4E4EJE under old age, permanent disability and ill-health
~ - - categories as a whole increased gradually from 74.7%

T4.7% i b= 2023’ AT 78;5% e as at end 2013 to 78.5% as at end 2023. On the

JiH  EEW R B NRYGETR(EZ - B other hand, the proportion of CSSA cases involving

BEEH - (UL AR e 2 EZAIERE 0 Bl 2013 maiqu able-(})odied r?cipients, Le. sinile parent, low-

22.7% [EIEZE 202 19.6% - earnings and unemployment cases, decreased from

TP 2270 [PLE S 2023 RIS 19.6% 22.7% as at end 2013 to 19.6% as at end 2023.
(=1 RJE 1) (Table 1 and Chart 1)
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2013 FEEREE 2023 SRR IS IRERRE

Chart1 Number of CSSA cases by category, end 2013 to end 2023
EZEH
Number of cases
350 000
300000 260 774
- (L000)_ e
250 000 s
______ Total number of CSSA cases 200 400
19487 T T e e e e e = -
e (100.0)
200 000 : =
150 000 R~ IR R R E TR
Old age, permanent disability and ill-health cases 157 243
(78.5)
100 000 55533 - -
’ L AN (VIS S SEES 39 262
L (_ '7_) - Single parent, low-earnings and unemployment cases (19.6)
50 000 [ g - W N E E R D E "M Emeom
0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
12/2013  12/2014  12/2015  12/2016  12/2017  12/2018  12/2019  12/2020  12/2021 12/2022  12/2023
A/
Month/Year
R BN ARESGRE R E L Note :  Figures in brackets refer to the percentage to total number of
CSSA cases.
ZEIA Recipients
2.5 2023 4EAEJEEHY 200 400 {H4EE(EZE D - 2.5 Among the 200400 CSSA cases as at end

S 273 941 BN 0 8L 2013 AR
30.6% - fZFE T 0 65 BRELL ERYRZBIA
ANEH 2013 FRAER 152610 AFFEE FERE
2023 FEAEJE 121 851 A - fFILEEAS 65 BREL
DLEANCIEEAIEE BRI 2013 4 15% 20
NEZE2023F7% - (£2)

2.6 65 pRLAMZBIANEHKE 2013 FEK
242297 NEHT FEEE 2023 AR 152 090
A o AP — e A IR EE BT 2013
- 4% 2 R 2023 3% -

AT 20249 H
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2023, there were 273 941 recipients, representing a
decrease of 30.6% when compared with end 2013.
Analysed by age, the number of recipients aged 65 or
over decreased gradually from 152 610 as at end
2013 to 121 851 as at end 2023. Their percentage of
the whole population aged 65 or over decreased
gradually from 15% in 2013 to 7% in 2023.
(Table 2)

2.6 The number of recipients aged under 65
decreased gradually from 242 297 as at end 2013 to
152090 as at end 2023. Their percentage of
population of the same age group decreased gradually
from 4% in 2013 to 3% in 2023.
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R2 2013 SRR 2023 FEREFHETE ISR ZE ABH
Table 2  Number of CSSA recipients by age group, end 2013 to end 2023
A
Persons
SEERAER
Age group 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
15 LU R 63 890 60 119 56 790 53350 50 816 48 476 46 021 47 648 44 615 40 700 37080
Below 15 (16.2) (15.8) (15.6) (15.3) (15.1) (15.0) (14.8) (14.9) (14.6) (14.1) (13.5)
(8] (7] (7] (6] (6] (6] (5] (6] (6] (5] (5]
15 & 59 5% 151014 144635 135515 126076 118507 111748 106662 113801 108 139 100 342 92 858
1559 (382) (3790 (37.)  (362)  (352)  (346)  (343)  (357)  (353)  (348)  (33.9)
(3] (3] (3] (3] (2] (2] (2] (2] (2] (2] (2]
60 £ 64 3% 27393 26 747 26 079 25401 25303 25304 24 324 25435 24251 23110 22152
60 - 64 (6.9) (7.0) (7.1 (7.3) (7.5) (7.8) (7.8) (8.0) (7.9) (8.0) (8.1)
(6] (6] (5] [5] [5] [4] [4] (4] (4] (4] (3]
65 el 152610 149806 146462 143604 142055 137495 134332 132316 129372 123786 121 851
65 or over (386)  (393)  (40.1)  (412)  (422) (42.6) (43.1) (415  (422)  (43.0)  (44.5)
[15] [14] [13] [12] [11] [11] [10] (9] [9] (8] (7]
L=t 394907 381307 364846 348431 336681 323023 311339 319200 306377 287938 273941
Total (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)
[5] [5] [5] [5] [5] [4] [4] [4] [4] [4] [4]
R MTFEEATASHREE PRI AR - Notes : Figures include CSSA recipients among all CSSA cases.
EFESRANE RS THIE tt - Figures in round brackets refer to the percentage to the overall
total.
FHEFR AR TR E—ERRAA A O E 5 Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage to the Hong
tt e Kong population of the respective age group.
AR TR T ARG o (BRI BN 7T A5 BHAA R Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
7 -
2.7 2.7 The proportion of elderly’/non-able-bodied

B#H IR 2 M MEFRESEZE)
JHIEEBIE 2013 FEAET 60.4% EMRITE
2023 GREERE 67.8% - TRERA ST
ABYEEFIHIER 2013 45 39.6% 208 NEkE
2023 fEAEIE 322% - ([E2)

2 12019 2 B 1 HEfE 65 BREbL B [l
2019 5 2 B 1 HZATEAHEMEEERHEN 60 2 64 A
TR -

FAGETHT 202449 H
EREITRE BNFG=TER

recipients increased gradually from 60.4% as at end

2013

to 67.8% as at end 2023, while the proportion of

able-bodied adult/child recipients dropped gradually

from

39.6% as at end 2013 to 32.2% as at end 2023.

(Chart 2)

2 It

refers to persons aged 65 or above from 1 February 2019.

Persons aged between 60 and 64 who were receiving elderly CSSA
before 1 February 2019 are also treated as elderly.
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Chart2 Percentage of CSSA recipients by category, end 2013 to end 2023

%

100
67.8
60.4

80 '/ ****************************************** \

B L e LIl

40 \ ******************************************

39.6 /
b e e i 4
322
O 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
12/2013  12/2014  12/2015  12/2016 12/2017  12/2018 12/2019  12/2020  12/2021  12/2022  12/2023
A/ E
Month/Year
E— A FEZB A Able-bodied adult/child recipients
=== £33/ IHE4EZ8) A\ Elderly’/non-able-bodied recipients

53 Expenditure
2.8 4EIRSREEEEIE BB IEBPT S LY 2.8 CSSA payments are adjusted annually in
G (4 LA L - 2023-24 4EJE accordance with the relevant price indices which
e ) ; _ reflect the impact of price changes on CSSA
2y 4 AL S & 3}
G T 8 B S A B R BURF 88 B S0 8 %’% households. The share of CSSA recurrent
4.0% -+ T 2013-14 FEZHIEy 6.5% - 8GR expenditure in the total recurrent government
(EZE8 B8 T SR EE<H 2013-14 expenditure in 2023-24 was 4.0%, compared with

MERE 184 [ETCHNE 2023-24 4EfE 219 [ 6.5% in 2913—14. Although the number of CSSA
cases continued to decrease, the CSSA recurrent

UL HEEY 19.2% - (18 3) expenditure increased from $18.4 billion in 2013-14
to $21.9 billion in 2023-24, which represented an
increase of around 19.2% as compared with that in
2013-14. (Chart 3)

3 HESEIHW2- 3 Please refer to footnote 2.
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3
Chart 3
expenditure, 2013-14 to 2023-24

BisZ (HEom)
Expenditure ($ billion)

2013-14 FREE 2023-24 FREGIREE B L HARBBUTFEE R FHIE 2 tE

CSSA recurrent expenditure and its percentage of total recurrent government

%

30 30
sl smewwy )t
CSSA recurrent expenditure 22.6
212 206 22 ' 21.9%
S 195 200 == 2P0 99 203 £S5 o 15
18.4
15+ - --B - -0 - - B-- - - - ---- - - - -B - - B o5
LS SR IR [ EEE S I BN EEE SR I R
e e et o 46 45 45 42 _40r
5 SRR B s R A BURT A B Y B oo bl ¢ * * + * —o 5
CSSA recurrent expenditure as a percentage of total
0 recurrent government expenditure 0
2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24
R
Year
R GRERE R N ERE AT E AR Z B A Notes : Figures on CSSA recurrent expenditure do not include additional
SENAVERY N —ZBATRIE o one-off payments issued to CSSA recipients in the respective
years.
A FEHEAR 202324 FEEAVE LR - BT A In compiling the percentage in 2023-24, figure on total
HYEERS BN &8 B S SR S TTHE S - recurrent government expenditure refers to that in the
revised estimates.
# g - # Provisional figure.
3. FEEEEFHNGETEF 3.  Statistics on major case categories
FEEFE Old age cases
3.1 2023 AEAEJEHYRMEEZE S  EREE 3.1 Among various case categories, old age cases

(GHEEZREHE 56.1% » P RSEFLEEEE
RO (82.0%) o TEHERAERHENIEE
AEETE] ) ([HFF 623 5% 0 5 2023 FFK
FEEEEH 0.6% -

32 HAEEENERERIM - 59.2% 1Y
ZHINERALER » 30.9% ERERES
A ERFAN 5 B R AT SR -

AT 20249 H
ERRBITHE BIFETER

FA9

accounted for 56.1% of the total number of cases as
at end 2023. Most of the old age cases were single
person cases (82.0%). There were 623 cases under
the PCSSA Scheme, representing about 0.6% of the
number of old age cases as at end 2023.

3.2 Analysed by type of housing among old age
cases, 59.2% of the recipients were living in public
housing, 30.9% in residential care homes, and the
rest in private housing and other types of housing.

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics ~September 2024
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33 REEZEBEA 2013 F£HK 21149
SF 0 FBRE 2019 4 6 H 11710 58 - K3
ZHHER 2019 4 7 HEMAEF - 7 2021
3 HEkfS 19 810 5% - 1% KFE(EZEHHE
ZE% E 2023 AN 17 184 5% 5 2021
FEI3ATE133% . ([@E4)

3.4 2023 FAEERAVRFEEZES - 72. 7%
HEEZE - KFEZEAF > 53.0% L%
86.6% FH5 1T 40 = 64 5% ¢ o FREAETHENY
FHI AT o 2 Bh N EEUSF R AR A A B
By 5.6 4> 4 73.7% 2B NEEEGHE-E#E 3
o (RIRFE4LD

Unemployment cases

3.3  The number of unemployment cases dropped
from 21 149 as at end 2013 to 11 710 in June 2019.
It then started to increase from July 2019, reaching
19810 in March 2021. The number of
unemployment cases then decreased gradually to
17 184 as at end 2023, representing a decrease of
13.3% when compared with March 2021. (Chart 4)

3.4 Of the unemployment cases as at end 2023,
72.7% were single person cases. Among the
unemployed recipients, 53.0% were females, and
86.6% were between the age of 40 and 64
Analysed by the duration of receiving CSSA, the
median length of receiving CSSA of unemployed
recipients was 5.6 years. Around 73.7% of the
recipients had been receiving CSSA for more than
3 years. (Table 3 and Table 4)

4 2013 SRR 2023 FERAFGRBEEB EH KABKFER

Chart4 Number of CSSA unemployment cases and unemployment rate in Hong Kong,
end 2013 to end 2023
FLRR(EE LS =4
Number of CSSA Unemployment rate
unemployment cases (%)
40 000 8
35000 7
30 000 6
25000 5
20 000 4
15 000 3
10 000 2
5000 1
0 : : : : : : : : 0
12/2013 12/2014 12/2015 12/2016 12/2017 12/2018 12/2019 12/2020 12/2021 12/2022 12/2023
R/
Month/Year

iR RSEGHREREE B AR A HEEHE -

FAMHIEERBFRIELUZA D RIEAEE 3 {H
PR B R R SR -

4 GHESHEIT - REZEIALERE o5 MR AREZ
BhA -

AT 20249 H
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2R e 2[5 228 H Number of CSSA unemployment cases
AR FE 2 Unemployment rate in Hong Kong

Notes : CSSA unemployment cases refer to the number of cases as at the
end of the respective months.

The unemployment rate pertaining to the respective months is
the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for the 3-month
period ending that month.

4 Under the CSSA Scheme, unemployed recipients will be regarded as
elderly recipients when they reach 65.
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Table3  Percentage distribution of CSSA unemployment cases by number of eligible
members in a household, as at end 2023

BEBRREREAB KEGEMENT 2L
Number of eligible members in a household % of CSSA unemployment cases
1 72.7
2 9.0
3 6.7
4 6.3
5 3.3
6 LA E 2.0
6 or over
Qst 100.0
Total

x4 2023 FAE TR IRAE A S MR BI D IR SRS 2 B AN B o b0 AR
Table4  Percentage distribution of unemployed CSSA recipients by age group and sex, as

at end 2023
KGR ZBI AR E L
% of unemployed CSSA recipients
FEEBLRR B 7 fst
Age group Male Female Total
30 BLLT 3.6 2.6 6.2
Below 30
30 & 39 5% 32 4.0 7.2
30-39
40 &£ 49 5% 7.5 15.1 22.6
40 - 49
50 & 59 % 13.3 16.6 29.8
50 -59
60 & 64 % 19.5 14.6 34.1
60 - 64
yEt 47.0 53.0 100.0
Total
Fle P (%) 57 52 54
Median age (years)
R PR T ARG - (E RIS AR AT Note : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
REBLAEETATT -
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HEaE Single parent cases

3.5 EEER(EZEAE 2013 AR E 2023 AEHAREE 3.5 Single parent cases registered a significant
- . decrease during 2013 to 2023. The number of cases
‘é’éﬁiﬁ%mﬁ BHE 2013 EQEEE? 193 71 dropped from 29 193 as at end 2013 to 20 497 as at
BREE 2023 FEAEK 20 497 5% > BRIEEE 29.8% end 2023, representing a decrease of 29.8%.
(F1D) (Table 1)
3.6 2023 FAAKMESEMEZ S &5 3.6 Of the single parent cases as at end 2023,

o/ s . b - about 88.5% were small families comprising one
88.5% ’}/F&/J:%E H}?Zﬁ;@%@%ﬁ%{%fg =+ parent and one or two children. Analysed by the
W12 - TEM SRR EIA T > AR duration of receiving CSSA, the median length of
ZERENGHR T HAT ATy 6.3 4F > 49 59.6%( receiving CSSA of single parent cases was 6.3 years.
ZESEEGER S o (F5) Some 59.6% of the cases had been receiving CSSA

for more than 5 years. (Table 5)

xS 2023 SR ENEHEE N A B E R B ANBE N EREE T O th 1
TableS  Percentage distribution of single parent cases by duration of receiving CSSA and
number of eligible members in a household, as at end 2023

HHEEE 2tE T
Percentage distribution of single parent cases
BERREXSAB
SFEARAEHR Number of eligible members in a household X
Duration of 6 LA E E
receiving CSSA 2 3 4 5 6 or over Total
1 FEE LT 3.8 23 0.8 0.1 § 7.1
1 year or below
1 DL 34 8.4 4.9 1.3 0.2 0.1 14.9
More than 1 year - 3 years
3EDLEE S F 10.0 6.2 1.7 0.3 0.1 18.4
More than 3 years - 5 years
5FLLEE 10 4 16.9 11.3 3.1 0.4 0.1 31.8
More than 5 years - 10 years
10 F£2) E 15.7 8.9 2.4 0.6 0.2 27.9
More than 10 years
st 54.8 33.7 9.3 1.7 0.5 100.0
Total
SR RTURR T ARG o (BRI BN AT AR BlaE s Notes : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
AFF e
§ /D 0.05% - §  Less than 0.05%.
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3.7 EREEFREZBATIE > 90.3% KL
M REBEFEHF 30 £ 49 5% - KRED
(66.7% ) ZBh NEKHHESTE - 11.4% 5
B8/ [E)E T HEC I A B EEE > 9.3%E
Bl o ENIERGEENA T LHEREXRH
SrEER 12.7% - (R6 KK T)

3.7 For single parent recipients, 90.3% were
females and most of them were between the age of
30 and 49. A majority (66.7%) of them were
divorced/separated, 11.4% married/cohabited with
spouses living elsewhere, and 9.3% widowed. The
percentage of those who had never married and had
dependent child(ren) was 12.7%.

(Table 6 and Table 7)

R6 2023 FERIEFIRAE A A RIE ISR R R R 2 AT oA

Table 6  Percentage distribution of single parent CSSA recipients by age group and sex, as

at end 2023
SHRER R RZ A2
% of single parent CSSA recipients
BRI i 7 fst
Age group Male Female Total
30 BRA T 0.1 4.4 4.4
Below 30
30 £ 39 5% 1.0 26.6 27.6
30-39
40 £ 49 5% 2.7 43.8 46.5
40-49
50 2 59 % 3.1 14.7 17.8
50-59
60 & 64 3% 1.4 0.5 1.9
60 — 64
65 FRELL 1.5 0.3 1.8
65 or over
st 9.7 90.3 100.0
Total
Fle P (%) 53 42 43

Median age (years)

SRR R THET ARG o (BRI I I SRR AT -

AT 20249 H
ERRBITHE BIFETER

Note : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
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= 2023 FEERIZIBIRIT S A RIE 0 ISR B R 2 B AB 23 Eb AR

Table 7  Percentage distribution of single parent CSSA recipients by marital status and sex,
as at end 2023
SRR 2 ARNE L
% of single parent CSSA recipients
BRI B g gzt
Marital status Male Female Total
TERGEIE 0.4 12.2 12.7
Never married
g [FfE 1.5 9.9 11.4
Married/Cohabited
HEdS Ty & 7.1 59.6 66.7
Divorced/Separated
T 0.7 8.5 9.3
Widowed
4=t 9.7 90.3 100.0
Total

SRR R THET AR - (8RB AT AE A A 7 -

TERAMEFE

3.8 2023 FEAERIA 1581 SR AfEZE -
EAZIARMAERSBREMEE - 1LH
T ZE V42BN o 88.9% f{EZESEHAH TR
34

4. FRBEGERZPALHGRETR
?5

4.1 CEEGHERIHAHE AL ¢ H 2013 4E4E
JiE 13 105 A&F+E 2014 FEEK 19 127 A
FHIE By 46.0% > BEHE 2013 £ 12 A 17
HEEEZE "EE—FHE, - REBET
ZOMOlE 2 2023 4FAFE 9255 Ao (588)

5 HOBZBI A RREADN T ERIRIIAL > PIUETE
T ACE N AR E - HEFRBIENHECE A1 -

6 GHEAHEIT > LA 2004 45 1 A 1 HOEISERTS
TR EAURE | o ABIRUELE 2004 42 1B 1
fery DRECEATRE ) < 2013 £ 12 A 17 A - BUF
BAE R AR E R E T s
Es

FAGETHT 202449 H
EREITRE BNFG=TER

Note : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

Low-earnings cases

3.8 There were 1 581 low-earnings cases as at end
2023. Nearly all the low-earnings cases were
family cases having at least two recipients. 88.9%
of them had been receiving CSSA for more than 3
years.

4. Statistics on new arrival CSSA

recipients’

4.1 The number of new arrival CSSA recipients®
increased rapidly from 13 105 as at end 2013 to
19 127 as at end 2014, representing a rise of 46.0%.
This is due to restoring the one-year-residence
requirement since 17 December 2013.
Subsequently, the number decreased gradually to
9 255 as atend 2023. (Table 8)

5 New arrival CSSA recipients refer to those who have resided in
Hong Kong for less than 7 years. A great majority of them are new
arrivals from Mainland China, and the remaining are non-
Mainlanders.

6 Under the CSSA Scheme, before 1 January 2004, applicants had to
meet the one-year-residence requirement (OYRR). The
requirement was adjusted to the seven-year-Hong Kong-resident
requirement on 1 January 2004. On 17 December 2013, the
Government restored OYRR in accordance with the judgment of
the Court of Final Appeal.
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42 BB EERAHESZ B ARIEZERIE 2013 4 4.2 The number of cases involving new arrivals
FEIES 9 540 22208 FFHEE 2014 FEAEE 13 551 increased rapidly from 9 540 as at end 2013 to 13 551

F_H s , . as at end 2014 and then decrease gradually to 6 627
T ZREVITRE 2023 SFEEE 6627 5% as at end 2023, representing a drop of 30.5% over the

BLECHARTAVERIE Ry 30.5% < 2023 4 - S J{E whole period. The major categories of these cases
ZEHY FE(EZE A FEEE (34.7%) ~ FE in 2023 were single parent (34.7%), old age (25.8%)
(25.8%) 42 (158%) - (E8) and unemployment (15.8%). (Table 8)

=8 2013 FFAEERE 2023 FEREEBRDT 7 ISR ZBI AR KSR EEZE
Table8  CSSA recipients having resided in Hong Kong for less than 7 years and CSSA

cases involved, end 2013 to end 2023

BRERDT 7 R ARISRERER
=5 CSSA cases with recipients having resided in Hong Kong for less than 7 years
DH TR HERERBI M E L
LRBZEIA Percentage distribution by category of case
CSSA recipients il
having resided in EBHE KAHERRRE By EkA VS
4 Hong Kong for CSSA ¥ Permanent {BEFX{E Single Low- Unemploy- HAl gt
Year less than 7 years cases Old age disability Ill-health parent earnings ment  Others Total
2013 13 105 9 540 17.4 39 10.8 342 12.6 9.0 12.2 100.0
2014 19 127 13 551 20.2 4.0 11.4 39.4 9.4 10.8 4.8 100.0
2015 18 715 13 446 22.6 4.1 11.4 40.1 7.8 10.0 4.1 100.0
2016 16 974 12 280 25.0 4.0 11.9 39.6 6.0 9.5 4.1 100.0
2017 16 155 11524 26.8 3.8 12.0 38.5 53 9.4 42 100.0
2018 15473 10 867 28.6 4.0 11.9 37.1 4.5 9.8 4.1 100.0
2019 14 402 10 139 27.5 39 11.9 37.5 43 10.9 3.8 100.0
2020 15 067 10 709 24.4 3.7 12.2 36.2 32 16.6 3.7 100.0
2021 13474 9679 24.4 3.7 13.0 36.3 3.1 16.1 35 100.0
2022 11566 8308 25.4 3.8 13.5 349 2.7 16.3 34 100.0
2023 9255 6627 25.8 3.8 13.9 34.7 24 15.8 3.6 100.0
R AR A ARG o (BRI AR o] A B4 Note :  Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
R -
A . .
5. BEISHENSETRT 5. Statistics on the amount of
assistance

51 IE30 ESCRTEL - SRIRSERE A RIE 5.1 As mentioned above, CSSA payments are
FARBIFR RO SR IL (P IR0 @) adjusted annually in accordance with the relevant

X s N ric€ 1naices winic reflect € lmpact oI price
B 9 H ok 52 REEY B 24365 p !
- i% j%’ligfﬁ = %‘I%%ﬂﬁt SN BET changes on CSSA households. Table 9 provides
P AGIRETE T - statistics on average monthly CSSA payments by the

number of eligible members in a household.
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x9 2015 £ = 2024 FHEAERRER B ANBE TR HSE A RREH
Table 9  Average monthly CSSA payments by number of eligible members in a household,

2015 to 2024
T
$

BHEBRKE
BEAE
Number of
eligible members
in a household 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
1 5,399 5,690 5,932 6,201 6,507 6,927 7,399 7,483 7,729 7,983
2 8,560 8,891 9,248 9,610 9,957 10,455 10,962 11,353 11,744 12,111
3 11,307 11,752 12,250 12,730 13,163 13,747 14,265 14,729 15,262 15,762
4 13,401 13,943 14,579 15,182 15,675 16,422 16,975 17,463 18,159 18,858
5 15,521 16,085 16,797 17,462 17,998 18,872 19,444 19,968 20,811 21,774
6 2L 19,101 19,805 20,617 21,365 21,847 22,692 23,147 24,067 25,102 26,056
6 or over

iR CPEE GRS MRS  CeEREE e
PBIFTEEYREE - BRWS  PESERELA R
A S HIERER (6 ZE AT SE SR Y 2 - BRI TR
TRGFERTEIT Y TR, - B EE—Z08
SIS MR

FAGETHT 202449 H
EREITRE BNFG=TER

Note : Average monthly CSSA payments refer to the estimated payments

FA16

in the respective years, which have taken into consideration the rate
adjustment in accordance with the established mechanism.
Specifically, the average payment refers to the amount of payment
when CSSA cases do not have other income and can be regarded as
the “recognised needs” under the CSSA Scheme. Figures do not
include any additional one-off payments.
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