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This article provides an overview on the marriage and divorce trends in Hong
Kong from 1991 to 2024.

There has been an increasing tendency towards marriage postponement or non-
marriage in both genders. In 2021, 30.9% of males and 27.0% of females had
never been married (figures excluding foreign domestic helpers). The median
ages at first marriage for males and females increased from 29.1 and 26.2 in
1991 to 32.6 and 31.0 in 2024 respectively. The number of registered
marriages in Hong Kong decreased from 42 568 in 1991 to 32 825 in 2001 and
gradually rebounded to 60 459 in 2012. A general downward trend resumed
afterwards, with 44 196 registered marriages in 2024. On the other hand,
Hong Kong females marrying Mainland males has become more common.
The proportion of such marriages to all cross-boundary marriages increased
significantly from 6.1% in 1991 to 40.0% in 2024. Furthermore, the number
of divorces increased in the past 3 decades or so, with the crude divorce rate
(per 1 000 population) increased from 1.11 in 1991 to 2.52 in 2024.

WA A - B SEBUTRE TR A C%E4H (—)
(EzE 1 (852) 3903 6933 ; &[S : population@censtatd.gov.hk) -

Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Demographic Statistics Section (1),
Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 3903 6933; E-mail : population@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1  Marriage and divorce behaviours are of interest
to both demographers and the general public as they
shed light on family formation, family composition and
fertility.

1.2 This article provides an overview on the
marriage and divorce trends of the Hong Kong
population from 1991 to 2024, using information
obtained from population censuses/by-censuses and
administrative records of registered marriages and
divorce decrees granted.

2. Trend in marital status of the

population

2.1  Trend in the marital status of the population can
be analysed using data obtained from past population
censuses/by-censuses.  Statistics on marital status are
very much affected by the age and sex structures of the
population.  Therefore, in the ensuing paragraphs
under this section, standardised percentages, as
computed using the age-sex structure of the population
at the reference moment of the 2021 Population Census
as standard, are adopted so that comparison over
different years can be done on the same basis.

2.2 Excluding foreign domestic helpers, the
standardised percentage of never married males aged
15 and over increased gradually from 22.4% in 1991 to
30.9% in 2021. That of females also increased from
15.2% in 1991 to 27.0% in 2021. The increasing
trend reflected the tendency towards marriage
postponement or non-marriage in both genders.
(Table 1)

2.3 In contrast to the increasing proportion of never
married population, the standardised percentages of
married Hong Kong males and females dropped
continuously from 1991 to 2021. While that of
married males decreased from 71.6% in 1991 to 62.0%
in 2021, a larger decline was observed for married
females from 65.7% in 1991 to 55.4% in 2021.
(Table 1)
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24 In 2021, the standardised percentages of
divorced/separated persons were 4.8% for males and
7.2% for females. The proportions of divorced/
separated females were higher than that of males in all
the selected years under comparison, which was related

H e  (F1D) to the greater tendency of remarriage by divorced
males than divorced females. (Table 1)
x1 BEFDTI MR RIS E T8 15 BRAM EACBE
Table1  Population aged 15 and over by sex and marital status in selected years
5 E-S
Male Female
g - Hess N
4 4 =2 5 # éﬂ: =3 4
5 PEREEIE B =E S L 1 S Ef = e Sst
Year Never  Married Widowed Divorced/ Total Never  Married Widowed Divorced/ Total
married separated married separated
1991 #H Number 806912 1332449 48 566 23860 2211787 594345 1270700 209 592 28929 2103566
HOE % 36.5 60.2 22 1.1 100.0 283 60.4 10.0 1.4 100.0
(22.4) 71.6)  (4.7) (1.3) (15.2) 65.7) (174 (1.7)
1996 #H Number 857304 1555661 55331 40909 2509205 675791 1466973 242442 53934 2439140
HOE % 34.2 62.0 2.2 1.6 100.0 27.7 60.1 9.9 2.2 100.0
(23.3) (707)  (4.2) (1.8) (16.6) 64.6)  (16.4) 2.4)
2001 #H Number 918152 1672106 60 996 57423 2708 677 777103 1572087 269632 90 158 2708 980
=L % 339 61.7 2.3 2.1 100.0 28.7 58.0 10.0 33 100.0
(24.7) 69.0)  (3.9) 2.3) (18.7) 62.0)  (15.8) (3.5)
2006 #H Number 955822 1693516 60369 77129 2786 836 872203 16450609 292416 140998 2950 686
HIEE % 343 60.8 22 2.8 100.0 29.6 55.8 9.9 4.8 100.0
(26.8) (66.8)  (3.4) (3.0) 21.5) (59.0)  (14.6) (4.9)
2011 #H Number 964223 1758672 60449 90946 2874290 910084 1715254 321769 172335 3119442
HOE % 335 61.2 2.1 32 100.0 29.2 55.0 10.3 5.5 100.0
(27.6) 66.0)  (3.0) (3.4) (22.9) (573)  (142) (5.7)
2016 #H Number 953058 1815134 65679 109316 2943 187 908612 1791917 342996 197 623 3241 148
HoE % 32.4 61.7 2.2 3.7 100.0 28.0 553 10.6 6.1 100.0
(28.7) 647 @2.7) (3.9) (24.2) (57.0) (125 (6.3)
2021 #H Number 914630 1837960 70340 141175 2964 105 895697 1840222 344528 240691 3321138
HotE % 30.9 62.0 24 4.8 100.0 27.0 55.4 10.4 72 100.0
(30.9) 62.0)  (2.4) (4.8) (27.0) (554) (104 (7.2)
R BE A EREIMNEREREL - Notes : Figures exclude foreign domestic helpers.

HR A A R G > FHESE 2 AT ERFER

100 -

SRR R (L ET S LS » AR 2021 48 AL
W SRR LR RV RS 00 1 st
Tt -

EARGETHT 2026 F 1 A

FREGITEE BUNGRE

Percentages in a year may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Figures in brackets are standardised percentages, which are
computed using the age-sex structure of the population at the
reference moment of the 2021 Population Census as
standard.

FA3 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2026
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



3. &5B

3.0 EBMBTAEEBER 191 £
42 568 52 NREZE 2001 i1 32 825 5% - BRI
HREITFE 2012 49 60 459 5% - Z B FHE AR
TS - 2024 ERVE ISR R 44196
7 o WERZ 2019 ERmEm B 2
BELEIEEE Y —ERIE TERE 2021 FHY
26 899 51 > Ry RAY 30 gl o BESL - 2021
B R MRS RN E R i A4 30 4R
ik  (%2)

32 FEBRLY 30 5 HEEAEREE -
HEGH (Kb —HEhEHEE) B
1991 £y 4892 FEKiE LF-2E 2024 F/Y
20971 5% - £ 2024 FHIFTA S RCEEEHE
o 47.4% B > EERIEEE S 1991 FHY
11.5% o (%£2)

3.3 BRI E REE IS Al TP LR
SIRIGE 1991 SR/ 29.1 BRI 26.2 3% > EFHE
2024 £E(Y 32.6 A1 31.0 5% o S MERISH#EES
R - HEPMHECZCMEARER > BIEBESS 4
HFHEE 1991 4FHY 2.9 BRUZEE 2024 46
1.6 % ° (%£3)

FBGET AT 2026 41 H
FRMITHE BUFSETE

3. Marriage

3.1 The number of registered marriages in Hong
Kong decreased from 42 568 in 1991 to 32 825 in 2001
and gradually rebounded to 60459 in 2012. A
general downward trend resumed afterwards, with
44 196 registered marriages in 2024. During this
period, the number of registered marriages once
dropped substantially to 26 899 in 2021, the lowest in
the past 3 decades or so, amidst the impact of COVID-
19 pandemic. Moreover, the respective crude
marriage rates for males and females in 2021 were also
the lowest recorded in the past 3 decades or so.
(Table 2)

3.2 Remarriages has become more common in the
past 3 decades or so. The number of remarriages
(either or both parties have married before) rose
significantly from 4 892 in 1991 to 20 971 in 2024.
Remarriages constituted 47.4% of all registered
marriages in 2024, notably higher than that in 1991, at
11.5%. (Table 2)

3.3 The median ages at first marriage for males and
females increased from 29.1 and 26.2 in 1991 to 32.6
and 31.0 in 2024 respectively. It's reflecting the
continued trend of marriage postponement.  Although
males continued to marry at older ages than females,
the gap narrowed from 2.9 years in 1991 to 1.6 years
in 2024. (Table 3)
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Table2  Number of marriages®) by type of marriage and crude marriage rate in selected

years
FrEEH ik cE
fF BIEBYE (AT EEE =gl bl (EESLAERD Crude marriage rate®
Year First marriage of  Remarriage of either Others® All marriages
both parties or both parties (including Others) 5 L
Male Female
1991 34522 4892 3154 42 568 13.6 14.1
1996 29397 5 896 1752 37045 11.0 11.0
2001 25285 7273 267 32825 9.9 9.5
2006 33352 16 890 86 50328 15.4 14.0
2011 39979 18 268 122 58 369 17.6 15.5
2012 40 841 19 542 76 60 459 18.1 15.8
2013 35703 19 508 63 55274 16.6 14.3
2014 37217 19 197 40 56 454 16.9 14.5
2015 34 046 17523 40 51609 15.3 13.1
2016 32673 17 300 35 50 008 14.8 12.6
2017 34263 17 520 34 51817 15.3 12.9
2018 31828 17 467 36 49 331 14.5 12.2
2019 28 398 15 832 17 44 247 12.9 10.8
2020 21324 6523 16 27 863 8.2 6.9
2021 20153 6 743 3 26 899 8.0 6.7
2022 21950 8058 4 30012 8.9 7.5
2023 27 568 20 154 1 47723 13.9 11.6
2024 23221 20971 4 44 196 12.9 10.8
HE (1) SIS e RE L B 4o A E PR AT RS Notes: (1) Time series figures on marriages are affected by the tendency
TEE | EETMZE - MK > ESFIEGE] among some couples to avoid getting married in “blind
TS NG - years” in the Chinese lunar calendar. Conversely, there
) will be more couples marrying in auspicious years.
(2) BRI 1971 5 10 B 7 HAT » DMESEGBTE (2) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had
HeEEmEH S AL - customarily married before 7 October 1971.
(3) BUELEAHEEERIETEE TN Bk (3) Crude marriage rate for males or females refers to the
B A O 4E S S FHE % EE P MR E T4 number of marriages in a calendar year per 1 000 mid-year
AR © population of the same sex of that year.
THGETHT] 2026 1 H FA5 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2026
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Table3  Median age at first marriage by sex in selected years

& 3 %
Year Male Female
1991 29.1 26.2
1996 30.0 26.9
2001 30.2 27.5
2006 312 28.2
2011 312 28.9
2012 311 29.0
2013 312 29.1
2014 312 29.1
2015 31.2 29.3
2016 314 29.4
2017 314 29.6
2018 315 29.7
2019 31.6 29.9
2020 31.9 30.4
2021 322 30.6
2022 322 30.7
2023 32.5 30.9
2024 32.6 31.0
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4. Mainland-Hong Kong cross-boundary
marriages

4.1 There have been a significant number of cross-
boundary marriages between residents of Hong Kong
and Chinese Mainland (Mainland) over the past 3
decades orso. These marriages may take place in two
ways: (1) Hong Kong residents may apply for a
Certificate of Absence of Marriage Record (CAMR)
and get married in Mainland; and (ii) Mainland
residents may come to Hong Kong as a visitor and
register their marriages with Hong Kong residents.

4.2 In view of the closer ties between Hong Kong
and Mainland, many cross-boundary marriages
occurred as a result of routine social contact, such as
work and study. Some structural changes have also
been observed in cross-boundary marriages in recent
years.

FAG6 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2026
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4.3  In the earlier years, the vast majority of cross-
boundary marriages were marriages between Hong
Kong males and Mainland females, with 21 220 such
marriages in 1991, accounting for 93.9% of all cross-
boundary marriages that year. There were only 1 390
marriages between Hong Kong females and Mainland
males, accounting for the remaining 6.1%. However,
there has been a rising trend of brides being Hong Kong
females in cross-boundary marriages in recent years.
In 2024, there were 26 790 cross-boundary marriages,
among which 10 712 (40.0%) were marriages between
Hong Kong females and Mainland males. (Table 4
and Chart 1)

4.4  Moreover, there has been a narrowing of the age
gap between the bridegroom and the bride in cross-
boundary marriages. Since information about
Mainland spouse is not required in CAMR
applications, and CAMR cases accounted for the
majority of cross-boundary marriages in earlier years,
only marriages registered in Hong Kong since 2006 are
covered in the analysis below. In 2006, the
bridegroom was generally much older than the bride in
cross-boundary marriages between Hong Kong males
and Mainland females. In 69.0% of such marriages,
the bridegroom was older than the bride by 5 years or
more, with a median age difference of 9 years. In
2024, the age difference between the Hong Kong
bridegroom and the Mainland bride decreased notably.
The proportion of bridegroom being older than the
bride by 5 years or more dropped to 53.8%, and the
median age difference also dropped to 5 years. As for
marriages between Hong Kong females and Mainland
males, the age difference between the bridegroom and
the bride was generally smaller, with a median
age difference of 1 year or less since 2006.
Furthermore, the situation of the bride being older than
the bridegroom was relatively more prevalent in
marriages between Hong Kong females and Mainland
males, accounting for 49.1% of such marriages in
2024, This was notably higher than the
corresponding proportion observed in marriages
between Hong Kong males and Mainland females,
which was 15.2% in 2024. (Table 5)
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Number of marriages registered in Hong Kong with both bridegrooms and brides
being Hong Kong residents, bridegrooms/brides from Chinese Mainland and
number of issuance of Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records (claimed for the
purpose of marrying in Chinese Mainland) in selected years

=4

Table 4

FIRRE B AT RAIAD
Brides are Hong Kong residents and
bridegrooms from Mainland®

FrER RE S TR R s A
Bridegrooms are Hong Kong residents and
brides from MainlandV

WEERFIE RTEEN
Both bridegrooms and
brides are Hong Kong

residents

FHRET BB R T RS BHBE i3 g
3 @1E 1E cEmEmEE, O i CHEWE, O M
Year Marriages Marriages Issue of Total Marriages Issue of Total

registered in registered in Certificate of registered in Certificate of

Hong Kong Hong Kong Absence of Hong Kong Absence of

Marriage Records ® Marriage Records ®
1991 36 126 590 20630 21220 90 1300 1390
1996 31143 2215 22 349 24 564 269 1552 1821
2001 24176 5169 13211 18 380 723 1636 2359
2006 25682 18182 9963 28 145 3406 3077 6483
2011 30903 16 506 3806 20312 4129 1738 5867
2012 32523 16 930 3691 20621 4930 1987 6917
2013 28 837 15737 3429 19 166 5293 2151 7 444
2014 30212 15266 3379 18 645 5432 2253 7 685
2015 28 359 13123 3031 16 154 4830 2306 7136
2016 27289 12303 2997 15300 5064 2 562 7 626
2017 29 644 11457 2927 14 384 5078 2340 7418
2018 27 561 10 926 2 858 13784 5033 2284 7317
2019 24120 9792 2771 12 563 4726 2268 6 994
2020 23515 1015 670 1685 444 1137 1581
2021 22 507 1302 2 141 3443 499 1121 1620
2022 23139 2362 2 869 5231 1212 1556 2768
2023 23706 11881 3628 15509 7058 2 890 9948
2024 19253 12283 3795 16 078 7 589 3123 10712
SR (1) 2010 4EETHFEE DRIV 2R A S E= B R Notes : (1) Before the reference year of 2010, the figures of bridegrooms/brides from

@
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PACERIE(ERITT | B RN T EEE
HYZRHISE DBy 14 SRR
IRV - BB A AR A AR TR
AU 1 ENEEIAL - 28000 - HREE
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SRR (BIANFTRE R TEE (R0 ) B
B HICET R TRV 5 -

AR T imsS IR E , (BRERIE
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B H e RS RN ARt Y — (EMEIS R AR -
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Mainland are estimated with reference to two data items in the individual
registered marriage records provided by the Immigration Department on a
monthly basis, viz. “place of previous residence” being in Chinese
Mainland and “duration of stay in Hong Kong” being less than one year.
The figure thus compiled might have included one-way permit holders
entering Hong Kong and getting married in less than one year.
Nevertheless, it still provides a good proxy indicator to cross-boundary
marriage statistics. Since the reference year of 2010, besides the above
two data items, more information (e.g. holding of travel document type) is
used to enhance the estimates of bridegrooms/brides from Mainland.

Since the issuance of Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records (claimed
for the purpose of marrying in Chinese Mainland) may not eventually lead
to marriages, the figures only serve as a proxy indicator to cross-boundary
marriage statistics.

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2026
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Chart1 Distribution of brides and bridegrooms from Hong Kong and Mainland in
Mainland-Hong Kong cross-boundary marriages in selected years

B RO ?ﬁ ﬁ%ﬁ%)\ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%?ﬁiﬁkﬁﬁ{ﬁ E§ BRI
Proportion of brides being Hong Kong residents

Number of cross-boundary marriages? ¢ :
and bridegrooms from Mainland

40 000 50%
45%
35000
40%
30 000
35%
25000
30%
20 000 25%
20%
15 000
15%
10 000
10%
5000
5%
0 0%
1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2024
s
Year
= HESREE AR AR A C A& AR AP A
Bridegrooms being Hong Kong residents and Brides being Hong Kong residents and
brides from Mainland bridegrooms from Mainland
— NIRRT HEANRTEE R At A RIELE]
Proportion of brides being Hong Kong residents
and bridegrooms from Mainland
R (1) BFEEEESAENER T MR Note: (1) Figuresinclude marriages registered in Hong Kong and cases
B | (EERRE BIE R R A4S S 2 ) with issuance of Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records
FFES (claimed for the purpose of marrying in Chinese Mainland).
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TableS  Age difference between bridegrooms and brides of Mainland-Hong Kong cross-
boundary marriages registered in Hong Kong in selected years
ST R B A B 2 B O PO B SRR B ) B AT A SRR AR
Percentage of Mainland-Hong Kong.cross—boundary n.larriages(l) by age difference FfpER
between bridegrooms and brides Hfird (42) @
NI SNSRI BA ] DR Viedian of age
Bridegrooms older than brides Bridegrooms and Bridegrooms younger than brides between
brides of same age .
£ bridegrooms and
Year 5+ 1-4 0 1-4 5+ brides (year) ®
HrBR R B MR R st A
Bridegrooms are Hong Kong residents and brides are from Mainland
2006 69.0 16.6 3.7 7.1 3.6 9
2011 67.4 19.6 4.9 6.6 1.5 8
2016 58.7 23.7 6.4 9.1 2.2 7
2017 57.7 235 7.0 9.4 2.3 6
2018 56.1 244 6.6 10.3 2.6 6
2019 53.7 25.7 7.4 10.7 2.5 5
2020 52.9 27.0 6.9 10.7 2.5 5
2021 46.3 293 8.9 12.3 3.1 4
2022 45.9 29.4 9.1 12.4 3.1 4
2023 54.1 239 7.2 11.5 33 5
2024 53.8 24.1 6.9 11.2 4.0 5
R Ry & A N TETRL R st A
Brides are Hong Kong residents and bridegrooms are from Mainland
2006 20.5 26.1 8.0 19.7 25.7 0
2011 18.6 32.0 11.5 214 16.5 1
2016 18.5 31.2 11.5 21.8 17.0 0
2017 18.8 32.0 11.7 20.9 16.5 1
2018 18.5 31.7 11.5 21.0 17.2 1
2019 18.5 31.6 11.5 214 17.1 1
2020 19.4 29.1 124 252 14.0 0
2021 21.0 34.1 14.2 232 7.4 1
2022 19.9 33.8 11.5 21.9 13.0 1
2023 16.5 29.5 10.0 22.6 214 0
2024 16.5 25.9 8.5 24.7 244 0
R NS AARG - BESEH U RN R Notes : Percentages in a year may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

100 -

() R TSI E ) AV S AR AN
HECHBRYER - _ERUo i RSB RS SR
JEAH -

Q) = RB IR HIER IS HTRATER > K
N BRI FTHT BBV EK -

FBGET AT 2026 41 H
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(1) As information about Mainland spouse is not required in
applications for Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records,
only marriages registered in Hong Kong are covered in the
above analysis.

(2) The age difference refers to the age of the bridegroom minus
the age of the bride. A figure larger than zero means that
the age of the bridegroom is higher.
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= 1991 4FERY 111 A - (52 6)

5. Divorce

5.1 During the COVID-19 pandemic, the number
of divorce decrees granted once declined to 13 026 in
2022. However, with the resumption of normalcy,
the number of divorce decrees granted rebounded to
18 938 in 2024, about tripled the number in 1991.
Eliminating the effect of population growth, the crude
divorce rate, which relates the number of divorce
decrees granted to the mid-year population, still
increased rapidly over the period from 1991 to 2024.
In 2024, the crude divorce rate was 2.52 per 1 000
population, far higher than the rate of 1.11 in 1991.

(Table 6)

®R6 BRSO RERA R A S B B SRR
Table 6 Number of divorce decrees granted and crude divorce rate in selected years

e RS R

Year Divorce decrees granted Crude divorce rate

1991 6 295 1.11

1996 9473 1.48

2001 13 425 2.00

2006 17 424 2.54

2011 19 597 2.77

2012 21125 2.95

2013 22271 3.10

2014 20019 2.77

2015 20075 2.75

2016 17 196 2.34

2017 19 394 2.62

2018 20321 2.73

2019 21157 2.82

2020 16 020 2.14

2021 16 692 2.25

2022 13 026 1.77

2023 17919 2.38

2024 18 938 2.52

() HEHSEREREE—FRN o EEAESSEEME Note: (1) Crude divorce rate refers to the number of divorce decrees

ey EE T4 AR - granted in a calendar year per 1 000 mid-year population of
that year.
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