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This article provides an overview on the marriage and divorce trends in Hong
Kong from 1991 to 2020.

There has been an increasing tendency towards marriage postponement or
non-marriage in both genders. In 2016, 32.4% of males and 28.0% of females
had never been married (figures excluding foreign domestic helpers). The
median ages at first marriage for males and females increased from 29.1 and
26.2 in 1991 to 31.9 and 30.4 in 2020 respectively. The number of registered
marriages in Hong Kong decreased from 42 568 in 1991 to 32 825 in 2001, then
rebounded to 60 459 in 2012, before dropping gradually to 44 247 in 2019.
Hong Kong females marrying Mainland males has become more common.
The proportion of such marriages to all cross-boundary marriages increased
significantly from 6.1% in 1991 to 35.8% in 2019. On the other hand, the
number of divorces increased in the past 3 decades or so, with the crude divorce
rate (per 1 000 population) increased from 1.11 in 1991 to 2.82 in 2019.
Amidst the impact of COVID-19 pandemic, the number of registered marriages
dropped remarkably to 27 863 in 2020, whereas the crude divorce rate also
decreased to 2.14 per 1 000 population.

WIEASCHETEH - SEBEBUTSRETIE N4 T4 (—)
(EEEE © (852) 3903 6933 ; EFEHS : population@censtatd.gov.hk) -

Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Demographic Statistics Section (1),
Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 3903 6933; E-mail : population@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1  Marriage and divorce behaviours are of interest
to both demographers and the general public as they
shed light on family formation, family composition and
fertility.

1.2 This article provides an overview on the
marriage and divorce trends of the Hong Kong
population from 1991 to 2020, using information
obtained from population censuses/by-censuses and
administrative records of registered marriages and
divorce decrees granted.

2. Trend in marital status of the

population

2.1  Trend in the marital status of the population can
be analysed using data obtained from past population
censuses/by-censuses.  Statistics on marital status are
very much affected by the age and sex structures of the
population.  Therefore, in the ensuing paragraphs
under this section, standardised percentages, as
computed using the age-sex structure of the population
at the reference moment of the 2016 Population By-
census as standard, are adopted so that comparison
over different years can be done on the same basis.

2.2 Excluding foreign domestic helpers, the
standardised percentage of never married males aged
15 and over increased gradually from 25.8% in 1991 to
32.4% in 2016. That of females also increased from
18.3% in 1991 to 28.0% in 2016. The increasing
trend reflected the tendency towards marriage
postponement or non-marriage in both genders.
(Table 1)

2.3 In contrast to the increasing proportion of never
married population, the standardised percentages of
married Hong Kong males and females dropped
continuously from 1991 to 2016. While that of
married males decreased from 69.0% in 1991 to 61.7%
in 2016, a larger decline was observed for married
females from 65.2% in 1991 to 55.3% in 2016.
(Table 1)
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24 In 2016, the standardised percentages of
divorced/separated persons were 3.7% for males and
6.1% for females. The proportions of divorced/
separated females were higher than that of males in all
the selected years under comparison, which was related
to the greater tendency of remarriage by divorced
males than divorced females. (Table 1)

5 BN EAORH

Table1  Population aged 15 and over by sex and marital status in selected years

B 2
Male Female
. ) WiE, o ) P N
F PERGESE (@7 i S HEt REE (@127 i B et
Year Never Married Widowed Divorced/ Total Never Married Widowed Divorced/ Total
married separated married separated

1991 #H Number 806912 1332449 48 566 23 860

AL % 36.5 60.2 22 1.1
(25.8) (69.0) (3.9) (1.3)

1996 #H Number 857304 1555661 55331 40 909

AL % 34.2 62.0 22 1.6
(26.7) (68.0) 3.5) (1.8)

2001 #EH  Number 918152 1672106 60996 57423

BALE % 33.9 61.7 23 2.1
(28.2) (66.3) (3.3) (2.2)

2006 #H Number 955822 1693516 60369 77129

EatE % 343 60.8 22 2.8
(30.4) (63.9) 2.8) (2.9)

2011 #H Number 964223 1758672 60449 90 946

AL % 335 612 2.1 32
(31.3) (63.0) 2.5) (3.2)

2016 #H Number 953058 1815134 65679 109 316

2211787 594345 1270700 209 592 28929 2103566

100.0 28.3 60.4 10.0 1.4 100.0
(18.3) 652)  (14.9) (1.6)

2509 205 675791 1466973 242442 53934 2439140

100.0 277 60.1 9.9 22 100.0
(19.9) 63.7)  (14.0) (2.4)

2708 677 777103 1572087 269 632 90 158 2708 980

100.0 28.7 58.0 10.0 33 100.0
(22.3) (60.8)  (13.5) (3.4)

2786 836 872203 1645069 292416 140998 2950 686

100.0 29.6 55.8 9.9 48 100.0
(25.3) (574)  (12.4) (4.8)

2874 290 910084 1715254 321769 172335 3119442

100.0 292 55.0 10.3 5.5 100.0
(26.8) (55.7)  (12.0) (5.6)

2943 187 908612 1791917 342996 197623 3241148

Btk % 324 61.7 22 3.7 100.0 28.0 55.3 10.6 6.1 100.0
(32.4) (61.7) 2.2) 3.7 (28.0) (55.3) (10.6) 6.1)
R BEAEFEINEFERET - Notes : Figures exclude foreign domestic helpers.

RIS T AR (4 - SFES T AN REARER
100 -

TSRV AR L T O0EE - AREE 2016 bl
ADEEEt2H G 21 N AR KR 15 1F Ry
SAET TS

EHAET AT 2022461 H
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Percentages in a year may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Figures in brackets are standardised percentages, which are
computed using the age-sex structure of the population at the
reference moment of the 2016 Population By-census as
standard.
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3. Marriage

3.1 The number of registered marriages in Hong
Kong decreased from 42 568 in 1991 to 32 825 in
2001, then rebounded to 60459 in 2012, before
dropping gradually to 44 247 in 2019. The number of
registered marriages in 2020 dropped substantially to
27 863, the lowest since 1973, amidst the impact of
COVID-19 pandemic. The crude marriage rates for
both males and females in 2020 were also the lowest
since 1971. (Table 2)

3.2 Remarriages has become more common in the
past 3 decades or so. The number of remarriages
(either or both parties have married before) rose
significantly from 4 892 in 1991 to 19 542 in 2012 and
then decreased to 15832 in 2019. Though the
number of remarriages dropped substantially to 6 523
in 2020 amidst the impact of COVID-19 pandemic, it
still constituted 23.4% of all registered marriages that
year. Such proportion was still notably higher than
that in 1991, at 11.5%. (Table 2)

3.3 The median ages at first marriage for males and
females increased from 29.1 and 26.2 in 1991 to 31.9
and 30.4 in 2020 respectively. Over the past 10 years,
the median age at first marriage for males had remained
relatively stable, hovering between 31.1 and 31.9. As
for females, the median age at first marriage increased
steadily, reflecting the continued trend of marriage
postponement among females. As a result, while
males continued to marry at older ages than females,
the gap narrowed from about 3 years in 1991 to about
1.5 years in 2020. (Table 3)
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Table2 Number of marriages!) by type of marriage and crude marriage rate in selected

years
FrEEH MERS
£ SHEBTE A TRESBEE AR (EREHAER) Crude marriage rate®
Year First marriage of  Remarriage of either Others® All marriages
both parties or both parties (including Others) B Zi
Male Female
1991 34522 4892 3154 42 568 13.6 14.1
1996 29397 5896 1752 37 045 11.0 11.0
2001 25285 7273 267 32 825 9.9 9.5
2006 33352 16 890 86 50 328 15.4 14.0
2011 39979 18 268 122 58 369 17.6 15.5
2012 40 841 19 542 76 60 459 18.1 15.8
2013 35703 19 508 63 55274 16.6 14.3
2014 37217 19 197 40 56 454 16.9 14.5
2015 34 046 17 523 40 51609 153 13.1
2016 32673 17 300 35 50008 14.8 12.6
2017 34263 17 520 34 51817 153 12.9
2018 31 828 17 467 36 49 331 14.5 12.2
2019 28 398 15832 17 44 247 12.9 10.8
2020 21324 6523 16 27 863 8.2 6.8
HE () $SSEeE e RE B 40 g E REE AR TS Notes : (1) Time series figures on marriages are affected by the tendency
TEE | ST E - MK > ESFIERE] among some couples to avoid getting married in “blind
Bl s NGES - years” in the Chinese lunar calendar. Conversely, there
) will be more couples marrying in auspicious years.
(2) BFHEN 1971 £ 10 A 7 HAT > U RBTE (2) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had
ReEEMmMET A AL - customarily married before 7 October 1971.
(3) FHERLHATHEEREEEE —FEN - it (3) Crude marriage rate for males or females refers to the
BN OGS AR Z T E R Z R ET 4 number of marriages in a calendar year per 1 000 mid-year
AR - population of the same sex of that year.
TG HT 2022421 H FBS5 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2022
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Table3  Median age at first marriage by sex in selected years

£ B it
Year Male Female
1991 29.1 26.2
1996 30.0 26.9
2001 30.2 27.5
2006 31.2 28.2
2011 31.2 28.9
2012 311 29.0
2013 31.2 29.1
2014 31.2 29.1
2015 31.2 29.3
2016 314 29.4
2017 314 29.6
2018 315 29.7
2019 31.6 29.9
2020 31.9 30.4

4.  AHEERAEHEENR

41 FERERL 30 FRK > AV EBETE
Pt (P JERAVESEEAEM - 12 I8 a8
TR EREET (D) FEERAEERE
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[RE A -
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4. Mainland-Hong Kong cross-boundary
marriages

4.1  There have been a significant number of cross-
boundary marriages between residents of Hong Kong
and the mainland of China (the Mainland) over the past
3 decades or so. These marriages may take place in
two ways: (i) Hong Kong residents may apply for a
Certificate of Absence of Marriage Record (CAMR)
and get married in the Mainland; and (ii) Mainland
residents may come to Hong Kong as a visitor and
register their marriages with Hong Kong residents.

4.2 In view of the closer ties between Hong Kong
and the Mainland, many cross-boundary marriages
occurred as a result of routine social contact, such as
work and study. Some structural changes have also
been observed in cross-boundary marriages in recent
years.
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4.3  In the earlier years, marriages between Hong
Kong males and Mainland females accounted for the
absolute majority of cross-boundary marriages.
There were 21 220 such marriages in 1991, accounting
for 93.9% of all cross-boundary marriages. There
were only 1390 marriages between Hong Kong
females and Mainland males, which accounted for the
remaining 6.1%. However, there has been a rising
trend of brides being Hong Kong females in cross-
boundary marriages in recent years. In 2019, there
were 6 994 marriages between Hong Kong females and
Mainland males, constituting 35.8% of all cross-
boundary marriages that year. Though the overall
number of cross-boundary marriages dropped
substantially to 3 266 in 2020 due to the border control
and quarantine measures in place in Hong Kong and
the Mainland amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, the
proportion of Hong Kong females marrying Mainland
males increased further to 48.4% of all cross-boundary
marriages. (Table 4 and Chart 1)

4.4  Moreover, there has been a narrowing of the age
gap between the bridegroom and the bride in cross-
boundary marriages. Since information about the
Mainland spouse is not required in CAMR applications
and CAMR cases accounted for the majority of cross-
boundary marriages in earlier years, only marriages
registered in Hong Kong since 2006 are covered in the
analysis below. In 2006, the bridegroom was
generally much older than the bride in cross-boundary
marriages between Hong Kong males and Mainland
females. The bridegroom was older than the bride by
5 years or more in 69.0% of such marriages, with
median age difference of 9 years. In 2020, the age
difference between the Hong Kong bridegroom and the
Mainland bride decreased notably. The proportion of
bridegroom being older than the bride by 5 years or
more dropped to 52.9%, and the median age difference
also dropped to 5 years. As for marriages between
Hong Kong females and Mainland males, the age
difference between the bridegroom and the bride was
generally smaller, with median age difference of 1 year
or below since 2006. Furthermore, the situation of
the bride being older than the bridegroom was
relatively more prevalent in marriages between Hong
Kong females and Mainland males, accounting for
39.2% of such marriages in 2020. This was notably
higher than the corresponding proportion observed in
marriages between Hong Kong males and Mainland
females, which was 13.2% in 2020. (Table 5)
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Table 4

Number of marriages registered in Hong Kong with both bridegrooms and brides

being Hong Kong residents, bridegrooms/brides from the Mainland and number of
issuance of Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records (claimed for the purpose of
marrying in the Mainland) in selected years

BRI BTN
Both bridegrooms and
brides are Hong Kong

YRR INIE 15 Y o AN
Bridegrooms are Hong Kong residents and
brides from the Mainland®

B R E B AR R AR AD
Brides are Hong Kong residents and
bridegrooms from the Mainland®

residents

AL BB BE TEGE BB R TS
£ &5 &5 esmnsE, @ st &5 CHEHE, @ oo
Year Marriages Marriages Issue of Total Marriages Issue of Total

registered in registered in Certificate of registered in Certificate of

Hong Kong Hong Kong Absence of Hong Kong Absence of

Marriage Records @ Marriage Records @
1991 36 126 590 20630 21220 90 1300 1390
1996 31143 2215 22 349 24 564 269 1552 1821
2001 24 176 5169 13211 18 380 723 1636 2359
2006 25 682 18182 9963 28 145 3 406 3077 6 483
2011 30903 16 506 3 806 20312 4129 1738 5867
2012 32523 16 930 3691 20621 4930 1987 6917
2013 28 837 15737 3429 19 166 5293 2151 7 444
2014 30212 15266 3379 18 645 5432 2253 7 685
2015 28 359 13123 3031 16 154 4 830 2306 7136
2016 27289 12303 2997 15300 5064 2562 7 626
2017 29 644 11457 2927 14 384 5078 2 340 7418
2018 27 561 10 926 2 858 13 784 5033 2284 7317
2019 24 120 9792 2771 12 563 4726 2268 6 994
2020 23 515 1015 670 1685 444 1137 1581
HE D (1) 2010 #stEE DRI B R IRE A ISER R Notes : (1) Before the reference year of 2010, the figures of bridegrooms/brides from

@

BRI JS 45 B SE A S R
CACERIR AN | PR T S E
SRIGRT | DA A B HARED, B
WF - BT AR B TR AR
PR —E NS At - 58T > BRI
SRR LRSS —(BRAF S - 1 2010
GG - b ERRUEZRN - SR E S
BREZORE (PIANARRERR (TR PR ) AL B
PIMLERER, BrBA s -

MBS ISR (RAEATE
PIHLER RSS2 ) AL Rk DS » B
AR AR — (R S

EHAET AT 2022461 H
FRNITHE BUFSETE

@

FB8

the Mainland are estimated with reference to two data items in the
individual registered marriage records provided by the Immigration
Department on a monthly basis, viz. “place of previous residence” being
in the Mainland and “duration of stay in Hong Kong” being less than one
year. The figure thus compiled might have included one-way permit
holders entering Hong Kong and getting married in less than one year.
Nevertheless, it still provides a good proxy indicator to cross-boundary
marriage statistics. Since the reference year of 2010, besides the above
two data items, more information (e.g. holding of travel document type) is
used to enhance the estimates of bridegrooms/brides from the Mainland.

Since the issuance of Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records (claimed
for the purpose of marrying in the Mainland) may not eventually lead to
marriages, the figures only serve as a proxy indicator to cross-boundary
marriage statistics.

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2022
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Chart1 Distribution of brides and bridegrooms from Hong Kong and the Mainland in
Mainland-Hong Kong cross-boundary marriages in selected years

TR R AN ITRTRE Ry P st AP S EL B
Proportion of brides being Hong Kong residents
and bridegrooms from the Mainland

EstisEa e O

Number of cross-boundary marriages"

40 000 50%
45%
35000
40%
30 000
35%
25000
30%
20 000 25%
20%
15 000 .
15%
10 000
10%
5000
5%
0 0%
1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2020
&
Year
== WERREAE AR AR e RT3 RV S INE YT VN
Bridegrooms being Hong Kong residents and Brides being Hong Kong residents and
brides from the Mainland bridegrooms from the Mainland
—_— CHIRREE AT R ARG
Proportion of brides being Hong Kong residents
and bridegrooms from the Mainland
HEE (1) BTEaEEBBEAAEES TSSO Note: (1) Figures include marriages registered in Hong Kong and cases
A | (BfR(ERENNEREES S ) 1E with issuance of Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records
2 . (claimed for the purpose of marrying in the Mainland).
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Table5S  Age difference between bridegrooms and brides of Mainland-Hong Kong cross-
boundary marriages registered in Hong Kong in selected years
TR R TR A 2 R RS R SRR RS SRR (Y BB E S S BRI
Percentage of Mainland-Hong Kong cross-boundary marriages) by age difference FERER
between bridegrooms and brides Hfrsy (4F) @
BT SRR B SRR Viedian of age
Bridegrooms older than brides Bridegrooms and Bridegrooms younger than brides between
brides of the same age .
5= bridegrooms and
Year 5+ 1-4 0 1-4 5+ brides (year) @
EEY R YNV GYE TN UUN
Bridegrooms are Hong Kong residents and brides are from the Mainland
2006 69.0 16.6 3.7 7.1 3.6 9
2011 67.4 19.6 4.9 6.6 1.5 8
2016 58.7 23.7 6.4 9.1 2.2 7
2017 57.7 235 7.0 9.4 2.3 6
2018 56.1 24.4 6.6 10.3 2.6 6
2019 53.7 25.7 7.4 10.7 2.5 5
2020 52.9 27.0 6.9 10.7 2.5 5
TR Ry & B AR RL R Ak A
Brides are Hong Kong residents and bridegrooms are from the Mainland

2006 20.5 26.1 8.0 19.7 25.7 0
2011 18.6 32.0 11.5 21.4 16.5 1
2016 18.5 31.2 11.5 21.8 17.0 0
2017 18.8 32.0 11.7 20.9 16.5 1
2018 18.5 31.7 11.5 21.0 17.2 1
2019 18.5 31.6 11.5 214 17.1 1
2020 19.4 29.1 12.4 252 14.0 0

g . BRNUEE ARG BESE LA EERER Notes : Percentages in a year may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

100 »

(1) R TSR IAE | A B AR LA
HECHERVEDR - B PR B AL B B E R
JBIH -

(2) AR ER IS IRAVER - A
RSN e e MENES o TN

EHAET AT 2022461 H
FRNITHE BUFSETE

(1) As information about the Mainland spouse is not required in
applications for Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records,
only marriages registered in Hong Kong are covered in the
above analysis.

(2) The age difference refers to the age of the bridegroom minus
the age of the bride. A figure larger than zero means that
the age of the bridegroom is higher.
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5. Divorce

5.1 The number of divorce decrees granted
increased substantially from 6 295 in 1991 to 21 157 in
2019. Eliminating the effect of population growth,
the crude divorce rate, which relates the number of
divorce decrees granted to the mid-year population,
still increased rapidly over the same period. In 2019,
the crude divorce rate was 2.82 per 1 000 population,
far higher than 1.11 in 1991. In 2020, the number of
divorce decrees granted declined to 16 020 and the
crude divorce rate also dropped to 2.14 per 1000
population, as probably affected by the COVID-19

pandemic.

(Table 6)

X6 BEE ORI S B SRR
Table 6 Number of divorce decrees granted and crude divorce rate in selected years

t BRSNS KRR

Year Divorce decrees granted Crude divorce rate®

1991 6 295 1.11

1996 9473 1.48

2001 13 425 2.00

2006 17 424 2.54

2011 19 597 2.77

2012 21125 2.95

2013 22271 3.10

2014 20019 2.77

2015 20075 2.75

2016 17 196 2.34

2017 19 394 2.62

2018 20 321 2.73

2019 21 157 2.82

2020 16 020 2.14

SR () MEEHEREREE TN EEAERESS#EEE Note: (1) Crude divorce rate refers to the number of divorce decrees

YR EETET2AONLEE - granted in a calendar year per 1 000 mid-year population of
that year.
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