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Through the concerted efforts of the government and the community, the drug
problem in Hong Kong has ameliorated in the past few years. While the total
number of reported drug abusers continued to decline in 2018, the problems of
signs of increased youth drug abuse (particularly of cannabis and cocaine), drug
abuse among young adults and hidden drug abuse still require attention.  This
article gives an overview of the drug situation in Hong Kong in 2018 by making
reference to statistics derived from the Central Registry of Drug Abuse.
Moreover, statistics on the “2017/18 Survey of Drug Use among Students” and
law enforcement on drug offences are presented. These data and findings
provide useful information on the latest drug situation in Hong Kong, and
support an evidence-based approach to the formulation of anti-drug policy and
measures.
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Statistics presented in this article are based on the data source from the Security Bureau,
Government Secretariat. Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Statistics Unit,
Security Bureau, Government Secretariat

(Tel. : (852) 2867 2753; E-mail : sb_stat@sb.gov.hk).

EHGETHT] 2019410 H FB1 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics October 2019
BRBIMTERE BUFSTE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



2018 £ F/EFEmMEN
Drug Situation in Hong Kong in 2018

1. 55
1.1 ASCHRHC 2018 FREHHEMLIEN °

12 FERAITHEBUNRZ RS NI |8
P R P AR 2 (fEx=) HEM
R AR TS “rJr H 1972 3L
Ao R ZE EE A B B A e B 0 7 T 3% R
SEIER -

13 MEXERERAEBEHRAS > CHYHE
R A I S R E YR B E
- 2R AEHIARE - AR AR
%UT%&%T%  BLERERE - BBERIEZHT o B H M
B EERENESTEABER B E AR
HHEIHEE AB MHGAT BT EUREE
— BRI N B S o ELAAH R BRE K
BB E SR 2EEN - GAEE=4F
BT KAV AR YIS IRE - DU
Fon A BIRVEUVASET T (BIa0wdm A
i FOE SRR T ) -

14 BReteEMEn e & 2 stk 20
%ZEE’JEE (EhgEmikel) (5134 %)

BRI - MUEE K EM 2 MRS
E’J)ﬁﬁﬁ ok > WHATLURE -

15 EREGEER=EENRH BT R
HHEZEGES  TEREEFRIVEHE
(www nd.gov.hk/tc/statistics_list.htm) 2% #7 -
BHBREBEIE LR —AEE EERHEEE
Mok 5 & F B B & & F

(www.nd.gov.hk/tc/crda_report.htm) -

EALE AT 20194 10 5
THREITEE BURSETE

FB2

1. Introduction

1.1 This article presents an overview of the drug
situation in Hong Kong in 2018.

1.2 The Central Registry of Drug Abuse (CRDA)
maintained by the Security Bureau of the Government
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
collects and compiles statistics on drug abuse.  Since
its establishment in 1972, it has played a pivotal role
in monitoring the drug abuse situation in Hong Kong.

1.3 CRDA is a voluntary reporting system
recording the details of drug abusers who have come
into contact with, and have been reported by its
reporting agencies, including law enforcement
agencies, treatment and welfare agencies, tertiary
institutions, hospitals and clinics. By its nature,
while CRDA does not measure the exact size of the
drug abusing population in Hong Kong at any
particular time, statistics derived therefrom are
indicators of the trends of drug abuse over time.
Other relevant sources also provide reference on the
drug trends, including the triennial surveys of drug use
among students and drug-related enforcement
statistics (e.g. on arrests, prosecutions and
convictions).

1.4 To secure the confidence of both individual
drug abusers and reporting agencies in reporting to
CRDA, statutory protection to the confidentiality of all
records maintained by CRDA and reporting agencies
is provided under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance
(Cap. 134).

1.5 Compiled statistics of CRDA are reported to the
Action Committee Against Narcotics and released on
the webpage of the Narcotics Division
(www.nd.gov.hk/en/statistics_list.ntm) on a quarterly
basis. A report on the major drug abuse trends and
characteristics of drug abusers
(www.nd.gov.hk/en/crda_report.htm) [ also
published annually.

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics October 2019
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



2. EHNETEER]

21 (FRERZHRAVEN REZER~E
FH AR EE A SR « B R E
FOtL & BE(RAV)E - 10 7] 2 B A T 4 i
AR Ry e B IE F AR B B AR I - FEASC
oo W B EYYIE o R R SRR T R S E R
B SRS o AR SRR B BRI 3L - 1S
R~ BB ~ SR SRIVEHEE - TEE R
Fon B FRRLIR ~ SAHIVE] - B - AR
MHEAMY)E > FlangE i - B A2 IFth B
(faf8 T KE ) =M DREM G
UCSTfE o BRI R IR B S HIA SR IR

oo

3. fEEEEIER

31 WEHNBREBREABFETRE HE
BOER BRI ABARH : # 2 %%
7EENEUE 2018 2 (6611 ) Fr@E T
Il > 4% 2017 4 (6 875 ) 5V 4% - Y
PRl 2017 £RAY 40 BE L7 2018 £EAY
41 % > T E R 5 Y S AR R 4 R AE
19 3% » B2 2017 i 2 Wk EERIIEIUHERE -
WA 21 L N B/ VR N BET 1%

(B 2017 41y 468 A F+ % 2018 HF 1y
471 N HPIFR R E K5 P oy
BIMERFAE 18 5/ 16 5% - (R 1)

32 HFERFMEERHEREHFEL
B8R © 2018 425 X 2 Wil & A B
(1662 A) &z 2017 FEAY N (1622 ) E
Tt 2% 21 pRPL TR AR 3% (H
2017 4£#9 353 AF}Z 2018 4EH 362 ) - 21
= 35 FRFEHE AT HE ABED 1% (H
2017 4Ff1 807 AJBZE 2018 4E 797 A) - fH
L FIATASEE BT RE T B B /K (2018 SRl
48% - 2017 {5 50%) - (1)

EALE AT 20194 10 5
THREITEE BURSETE

FB3

2.  Definitions and counting rules

2.1 For the purpose of reporting, drug abuse is
defined as the taking of substance that harms or
threatens to harm the physical, mental or social well-
being of an individual, in doses above or for periods
beyond those normally regarded as therapeutic. In
this article, substances of abuse are broadly divided
into two categories - narcotics analgesics and
psychotropic  substances. Narcotics analgesics
include heroin, opium, morphine, physeptone/
methadone, etc. while psychotropic substances include
hallucinogens, depressants, stimulants, tranquillizers
and other substances such as ketamine,
methamphetamine (commonly known as “lce”) and
triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone.  Taking alcohol and
tobacco is however not regarded as drug abuse.

3.  CRDA figures

3.1 Continued decline in the total number of
reported drug abusers, but increased number of
young drug abusers: there was a continued decline in
the total number of reported drug abusers in 2018 (at
6 611), which was 4% lower than that in 2017 (at
6 875). Their average age had increased from
40 years in 2017 to 41 years in 2018, while the average
age of first abuse remained at 19 years, the same as that
reported in 2017. For reported young drug abusers
aged under 21, the number increased by 1% (from 468
in 2017 to 471 in 2018). Their average age and
average age of first abuse remained at 18 years and
16 years respectively. (Table 1)

3.2 Continued relatively high proportion of
newly reported abusers being young adults: the
number of newly reported drug abusers in 2018
(at 1 662) was 2% higher than that in 2017 (at 1 622).
The number of those aged under 21 increased by 3%
(from 353 in 2017 to 362 in 2018). For young adult
drug abusers aged 21 to 35, while the number
decreased by 1% (from 807 in 2017 to 797 in 2018),
their proportion remained at a relatively high level
(48% in 2018 and 50% in 2017). (Table 1)
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Table 1 Reported drug abusers by age group, 2017 and 2018

BRGEEHREE FriE# 2 R EE
FERBEH ] Newly reported drug abusers All reported drug abusers
Age group 2017 2018 2017 2018
AE  No. of persons
A FEGA T All age groups 1622 1662 (+2%) 6875 6611 (-4%)
<21 353 362 (+3%) 468 471 (+1%)
21-35 807 797 (-1%) 2071 1841 (-11%)
> 36 462 503 (+9%) 4336 4299  (-1%)
EEER ()
Average age (years)
T FEGA T All age groups 30 31 40 41
<21 18 18 18 18
BREEFEER ()
Average age of first abuse (years)
T FEFA T All age groups 23 23 19 19
<21 16 16 16 16
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Note :

3.3

Figures in brackets are the percentage changes over the preceding
year.

Hidden drug abuse still a concern: half of the

newly reported drugs abusers in 2018 had a drug
history (i.e. the time for abusers to be reported to
CRDA by reporting agencies from their first drug

abuse) of at least 4.7 years (4.6 years in 2017).

58%

of the reported drug abusers took drugs at home or

friend’s home only (58% in 2017).

FB4

(Chart 1)
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Locality of abusing drugs of reported drug abusers, 2017 and 2018
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Other localities include public areas like recreation area/
public park/public toilet, disco/karaoke and party gathering
in club house/building/hotel/bar, etc.

3.4 Continued prevalence of psychotropic
substance abuse: the total number of reported
psychotropic substance abusers (PSAs) (at 3 894 in
2018) continued to be higher than that of narcotics
analgesics abusers (at 3 598 in 2018).  The difference
was more evident among the newly reported abusers
(number of PSAs and narcotics analgesics abusers at
1 458 and 217 respectively in 2018). Compared with
2017, the number of PSAs reduced by 5% (from 4 080
to 3 894), while that of the narcotics analgesics abusers
(vast majority being heroin abusers) decreased by 3%
(from 3 725 t0 3 598). (Chart 2)
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Chart 2 Reported abusers of psychotropic substances and narcotics analgesics, 2017 and

2018
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35 FKEXMATFRARB &% 3.5 Increased cannabis and cocaine abuse: heroin
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Chart 3

Reported drug abusers by type of drugs abused, 2017 and 2018
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Notes: More than one type of drugs abused may be reported for an
individual drug abuser in a given year.

Figures in brackets are the percentage changes over the
preceding year.

3.6 For reported young drug abusers aged under 21,
the most popular psychotropic substance abused was
cocaine, followed by cannabis and “lce”. Increased
cocaine and cannabis abuse was observed. The
number of reported cocaine abusers increased by 11%
(from 233 in 2017 to 258 in 2018), that of cannabis
abusers increased by 19% (from 129 in 2017 to 153 in
2018), while that of “Ice” abusers decreased by 39%
(from 140 in 2017 to 85 in 2018).

3.7 In 2018, the most common reasons for taking
drugs were “to avoid discomfort of its absence”, “to
relieve  boredom/depression/stress” and  “peer
influence/to identify with peers”. (Chart 4)

FB7 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics October 2019

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



B 4
Chart 4
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Major reason for current drug use of reported drug abusers, 2017 and 2018
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4. 2017/18 FE24RABYENAEE 4. The 2017/18 Survey of Drug Use
among Students
4.1 T2017/18 FEARHEY)ETHE 4.1 The 2017/18 Survey of Drug Use among

( T2017/18 FEEL4 3075 | ) LjjA 2017/18 B 4E
AT > SRR Y R EFLEE 2 19 B H
2014/15 fEEEA= 30T 14 500 A FFF 23% %
17800 A - RHLFE /DR A IHIESE -

Students (the 2017/18 Student Survey) !, conducted in
the 2017/18 school year, revealed that the number of
lifetime drug-taking students ? increased by 23% from
14 500 in the 2014/15 Student Survey to 17 800, which
suggested signs of increased drug abuse among
youngsters.

1 12017/18 ‘FE4 5 | HifEFHE 7% 230 FrErg/ 1 The 2017/18 Student Survey enumerated some 120 700 full-time
fefe4y 120 700 &/ NEE FRENS HEE 4 > (5 students at upper primary to post-secondary levels from over 230
FeEEE 1100 FTEARS Bk 705 600 4458 4 4 schools/institutions, representing about 17% of the student
17% - ZFAEE SN2 E5EEE T K population of 705 600 from over 1 100 schools/institutions. The

dM hidte/ = £ d o~ i’? 18 hem) - survey report can be downloaded from the webpage of the Narcotics
(www.nd.gov.hkitc/survey_of_drug_use_17-18.hitm) Division (www.nd.gov.hk/en/survey_of drug_use_17-18.htm).

2 THmaEnet  HEYSRKesE Rl —RNE 2 “Lifetime drug-taking students” referred to students who had ever
Az o taken drugs at least once in their lifetime.
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4.2 The 2017/18 Student Survey also revealed that
psychotropic ~ substances  were  predominant,
particularly increased cannabis taking (13 600
students in 2017/18 compared with 8 600 students in
2014/15).

4.3  The proportion of lifetime drug-taking students
who took drugs alone was 23%. 59% of lifetime
drug-taking students took drugs at home or friend’s
home. 88% reported that they had never sought help
from others. This also reflected the problem of
hidden drug abuse as observed from the CRDA
figures.

5.  Drug-related enforcement statistics

5.1 Thetotal number of drug-related arrests in 2018
decreased by 12% (from 4 798 in 2017 to 4 240 in
2018), with the highest proportion attributable to
“Ice”-related cases (24%), followed by cocaine-related
cases (23%). The total number of persons prosecuted
for all drug offences decreased by 14% (from 3 512 in
2017 to 3 032 in 2018), with four persons aged under
16 convicted of drug trafficking (12 in 2017).
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