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In 2025, Hong Kong’s port container throughput reached 12.99 million TEUs,
maintaining its position as one of the busiest ports in the world. Laden
container movements between Hong Kong and Chinese Mainland (the
Mainland) accounted for 47.8% of the laden container throughput of the port
of Hong Kong in 2025. Of these movements, about 66.9% were related to the
Pearl River Delta region, reflecting the close economic ties between Hong
Kong and the region.

This article provides a detailed analysis of the container statistics of the port of
Hong Kong from 2016 to 2025.
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Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Electronic Trading Services and Cargo
Statistics Section, Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 3863 2476; E-mail : shipping@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 In 2025, Hong Kong’s port container throughput
reached 12.99 million TEUs !, maintaining its position
as one of the busiest ports in the world. Laden
container movements between Hong Kong and
Chinese Mainland (the Mainland) accounted for
47.8% of the laden container throughput of the port of
Hong Kong in 2025. Of these movements, about
66.9% were related to the Pearl River Delta (PRD)
region, reflecting the close economic ties between
Hong Kong and the region.

1.2 This article provides a detailed analysis of the
container statistics of the port of Hong Kong from
2016 to 2025.

2. Sources for compiling port container
statistics

2.1 The container statistics of the port of Hong Kong
are compiled based on a sample of consignments listed
on cargo manifests submitted by shipping companies
or agents. Reference has also been made to the total
container throughput of the container terminals. For
details of the methodology, please refer to the
quarterly report Hong Kong Shipping Statistics
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/ EIndexbySubject .html?pco
de=B1020008&scode=230) published by the Census
and Statistics Department (C&SD).

3. The fourteenth busiest container port
in the world

3.1 The container throughput of the port of Hong
Kong reached 12.99 million TEUs in 2025, becoming
the world’s fourteenth busiest container port for the
year. In 2025, Shanghai, Singapore, Ningbo-
Zhoushan, Shenzhen, Qingdao, Guangzhou, Busan,
Tianjin, Dubai, Port Klang, Rotterdam, Tanjung
Pelepas and Antwerp-Bruges ranked from first to
thirteenth respectively.  (Chart 1)

1 TEU stands for 20-foot equivalent unit which is a unit measure in
capacity terms for different sizes of containers for moving the cargo.
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average annual rate of 4.6%.

2016 £} 2025 R+ AT ARRENVEREHE
Container throughput of the top 15 container ports of the world, 2016 and 2025

In the period from 2016 to 2025, the container
throughput of the port of Hong Kong decreased at an

(Chart 1)
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4. Seaborne and river containers 2

4.1 Seaborne container throughput decreased from
13.56 million TEUs in 2016 to 8.97 million TEUs in
2025 at an average annual rate of 4.5%. (Chart 2)

4.2 River container throughput also decreased from
6.25 million TEUs in 2016 to 4.02 million TEUs in
2025 at an average annual rate of 4.8%. (Chart 2)

4.3  Asriver container throughput declined at a faster
rate than seaborne container throughput, the share of
river containers decreased slightly from 31.5% in 2016
to 31.0% in 2025. (Chart 2)

& 2 2016 £ ~ 2019 £E ~ 2022 £} 2025 F3HEAEHAE S E T ESHEEH
Chart2 Seaborne and river container throughput by inward/outward, 2016, 2019, 2022 and
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Note :  Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

2 Port containers comprise seabormne and river containers. Seaborne
containers refer to those carried by ocean vessels, while river containers
refer to those carried by river vessels. Ocean vessels refer to vessels
operating beyond the river trade limits while river vessels refer to
vessels plying within the river trade limits. The interpretation of river
trade limits is defined under the Shipping and Port Control Ordinance,
Cap. 313, Laws of Hong Kong.
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5. Laden and empty containers

5.1 The volume of laden containers decreased from
16.98 million TEUs in 2016 to 10.28 million TEUs in
2025 at an average annual rate of 5.4%. Over the
same period, the volume of empty containers
decreased from 2.83 million TEUs to 2.72 million
TEUs at an average annual rate of 0.5%. (Table 1)
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Table1 Inward and outward laden/empty container throughput by seaborne/river, 2016

and 2025
TEEEEIEEN (SAEFHRIN)
Thousand TEUs, unless otherwise specified
T pEIp::t &5t

EiEEE Seaborne River Overall
Container type 2016 2025 2016 2025 2016 2025
Elawess HEEE 6 464 3776 2350 1 687 8 814 5463
Inward Laden containers (87.7%) (76.1%) (80.1%) (88.7%) (85.5%) (79.6%)
ZEETE 908 1185 585 215 1492 1 400
Empty containers (12.3%) (23.9%) (19.9%) (11.3%) (14.5%) (20.4%)
=T 7371 4961 2935 1902 10 306 6 863
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
B BE S 5655 3359 2511 1453 8166 4812
Outward Laden containers (91.3%) (83.8%) (75.8%) (68.5%) (85.9%) (78.5%)
EASYiE 539 650 802 670 1341 1320
Empty containers (8.7%) (16.2%) (24.2%) (31.5%) (14.1%) (21.5%)
=11 6194 4009 3313 2123 9507 6132
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
&at BEEHE 12118 7135 4 861 3140 16 979 10275
Overall Laden containers (89.3%) (79.5%) (77.8%) (78.0%) (85.7%) (79.1%)
=GR 1447 1835 1387 885 2 834 2719
Empty containers (10.7%) (20.5%) (22.2%) (22.0%) (14.3%) (20.9%)
=5 13 565 8970 6248 4025 19 813 12 995
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)

R SR TR R SR M T e SRR oy
G A bR A -
HR BTG T > S TRARRIR D AR 5 -

TR AT 2026 5 H
ERRBITHE BIFETER

Notes : Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the container
throughput in inward or outward containers by container type.

Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
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5.2 In 2025, 3.78 million TEUs (or 76.1%) of the
seaborne inward containers were laden containers.
Another 1.19 million TEUs (or 23.9%) were empty
containers. The share of empty containers for river
inward containers was 11.3% (or 0.22 million TEUs).
Of the seaborne outward containers, 0.65 million
TEUs (or 16.2%) were empty containers. The
corresponding figure for the river outward containers
was 0.67 million TEUs (or 31.5%). (Table 1)

6. Shipment types *

6.1 Laden transhipment containers decreased from
11.70 million TEUs in 2016 to 7.51 million TEUs in
2025, representing an average annual rate of decrease
of 4.8%. Laden containers for direct shipment (i.e.
imports and exports) also decreased from 5.28 million
TEUs in 2016 to 2.77 million TEUs in 2025,
representing an average annual rate of decrease of
6.9%. Transhipment accounted for a major share in
laden container throughput. In 2025, the share of
transhipment was 73.0%, compared with 68.9% in
2016. (Table 2)

6.2 For seaborne laden containers, inward
transhipment accounted for 74.1% (or 2.80 million
TEUs) of inward containers, while outward
transhipment accounted for 80.5% (or 2.71 million
TEUs) of outward containers in 2025. As for river
laden containers, the corresponding shares of inward
and outward transhipments were 61.6% and 66.3%
respectively in 2025. (Table 2)

3 Shipment type indicates the direction and the type of flow of goods.
Four types of shipment are classified : imports, exports (comprising
domestic exports and re-exports), inward transhipment and outward
transhipment.  Goods imported into Hong Kong or exported/re-
exported from Hong Kong are classified as direct shipment, whereas
goods transhipped in Hong Kong under a through bill of lading (as
distinguished from those imported into Hong Kong for subsequent re-
exportation) are classified as transhipment. Goods in transit through
Hong Kong are not included in the statistics.
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Table 2 Laden container throughput by shipment type and seaborne/river, 2016 and 2025
TEEEEEERA (SAEFEHARRIN)
Thousand TEUs, unless otherwise specified

) Py A &5t
SEERRE Seaborne River Overall

Shipment type 2016 2025 2016 2025 2016 2025
Elawes i 2170 978 634 647 2 804 1626
Inward  Imports (33.6%) (25.9%) (27.0%) (38.4%) (31.8%) (29.8%)
A 4294 2798 1716 1039 6010 3837
Inward transhipment (66.4%) (74.1%) (73.0%) (61.6%) (68.2%) (70.2%)
=11 6 464 3776 2350 1687 8 814 5463
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
B H 1570 654 907 490 2477 1144
Outward  Exports (27.8%) (19.5%) (36.1%) (33.7%) (30.3%) (23.8%)
gy 4085 2705 1 604 963 5 688 3 668
Outward transhipment (72.2%) (80.5%) (63.9%) (66.3%) (69.7%) (76.2%)
=11 5 655 3359 2511 1453 8166 4812
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
=i EiEsEE 3740 1632 1541 1137 5281 2770
Overall  Direct shipment (30.9%) (22.9%) (31.7%) 36.2%) (31.1%) (27.0%)
HEE 8379 5503 3319 2003 11 698 7506
Transhipment (69.1%) (77.1%) (68.3%) (63.8%) (68.9%) (73.0%)
=11 12118 7135 4 861 3140 16 979 10 275
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
SR L RESR AN TR A SRR S SR T i A E R Notes : Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the laden
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container throughput in inward or outward laden containers by
shipment type.

Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

7. Cargo handling locations

7.1 Taking inward and outward containers as a
whole, Kwai Tsing Container Terminals handled the
majority (75.2%) of the laden containers in 2025. This
represented a mild decrease from the share (80.3%) in
2016. (Table 3)

7.2 Laden containers handled at the anchorages and
buoys recorded an average annual rate of decrease of
9.7% between 2016 and 2025, taking up 7.9% and

5.3% of laden containers in 2016 and 2025
respectively. (Table 3)
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7.3 The remaining 19.6% of laden containers in
2025 were handled at the berths and wharves. The
corresponding share was 11.7% in 2016. (Table 3)

=3 2016 ££5 2025 S RYSEEEE B E SR THE
Table3  Laden container throughput by cargo handling location, 2016 and 2025

THEFEE AL (SATHERSN)

Thousand TEUs, unless otherwise specified

EEREEE BB EEE =¥
Inward laden containers Outward laden containers Overall
T P T
Average Average Average
EYEEEI B annual rate annual rate annual rate
Cargo handling of change of change of change
location 2016 2025 2016-2025 2016 2025 2016-2025 2016 2025 2016-2025
b AT 843 321 -10.2% 506 220 -8.9% 1349 540 -9.7%
Anchorages and buoys (9.6%) (5.9%) (6.2%) (4.6%) (7.9%) (5.3%)
Jaf I EREE O 955 1042 +1.0% 1 040 967 -0.8% 1994 2009 +0.1%
Berths and wharves (V) (10.8%)  (19.1%) (12.7%) (20.1%) (11.7%) (19.6%)
L B RS 5 7016 4100 -5.8% 6620 3626 -6.5% 13636 7726 -6.1%
Kwai Tsing Container (79.6%)  (75.0%) (81.1%) (75.3%) (80.3%) (75.2%)
Terminals
=i 8 814 5463 -5.2% 8166 4 812 -5.7% 16979 10275 -5.4%
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
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Notes : (1)  Figures include public cargo working areas and container
terminals other than Kwai Tsing Container Terminals.

Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.

Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the laden
container throughput by cargo handling location.

8. Commodity sections

8.1 In 2025, “manufactured goods” accounted for
the largest share (33.3%) of laden container
throughput, with its throughput declining at an average
annual rate of 6.2% between 2016 and 2025.
“Machinery and transport equipment” (20.4%) ranked
second, followed by “food; beverages and tobacco”
(16.0%), with their throughputs declining at average
annual rates of 4.7% and 3.3% respectively between
2016 and 2025. (Table 4)

8.2 In 2025, “manufactured goods” accounted for a
lower share (32.6%) of inward laden containers than
the corresponding share (34.1%) of outward laden
containers. The respective shares were 34.4% and
37.7% in 2016. (Table 4)
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Table4 Laden container throughput by commodity section, 2016 and 2025
TFERE SN AL (SAHRN)
Thousand TEUs, unless otherwise specified
EEREEE B EEE =¥
Inward laden containers QOutward laden containers Overall
TS TS T
Average Average Average
annual annual annual
rate of rate of rate of
=t change change change
Commodity section 2016 2025 2016-2025 2016 2025 2016-2025 2016 2025 2016-2025
‘Y Bk SR 1361 996 -3.4% 873 649 32% 2234 1645 -3.3%
Food; beverages and (15.4%) (18.2%) (10.7%) (13.5%) (13.2%) (16.0%)
tobacco
JEEREREE (ERRIER 1339 811 -5.4% 1368 818 -5.6% 2707 1629 -5.5%
48 (15.2%) (14.8%) (16.7%)  (17.0%) (15.9%) (15.8%)
Crude materials, inedible,
except fuels
BEYIIARE ~ BRI R 39 29 -3.2% 33 35 +0.5% 72 64 -1.3%
BlESE  BiEYh - (0.4%)  (0.5%) 0.4%)  (0.7%) 0.4%)  (0.6%)
HERR S eI
Mineral fuels, lubricants and
related materials; animal
and vegetable oils, fats
and waxes
BB R AR 2 A 1508 764 -7.3% 1115 651 58% 2623 1415 -6.6%
Chemicals and related (17.1%) (14.0%) (13.7%) (13.5%) (15.4%) (13.8%)
products
etk F S m TR 1529 1 080 -3.8% 1 696 1015 55% 3225 2095 -4.7%
Machinery and transport (17.3%) (19.8%) (20.8%) (21.1%) (19.0%) (20.4%)
equipment
Bk 3033 1781 57% 3075 1641 67% 6108 3422 -6.2%
Manufactured goods (34.4%) (32.6%) (37.7%) (34.1%) (36.0%) (33.3%)
HoAth 5 2 -7.8% 6 4 -5.1% 11 6 -6.2%
Others (0.1%)  (0.0%) 0.1%)  (0.1%) 0.1%) (0.1%)
=t 8814 5463 52% 8166 4812 57% 16979 10275 -5.4%
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
AR HERABTERESENE NS EEEETEN Notes : Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the laden
E5EES A o container throughput by commodity section.
BT &Y A A - S TEAEFIAR AR B 5 - Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
0.0% B8RS 0.05% - 0.0% Increase or decrease of less than 0.05%.
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9. Major countries/territories of
loading/discharge

9.1 Laden container movements between Hong
Kong and the Mainland continued to account for the
largest share (47.8%) of laden container throughput of
the port of Hong Kong in 2025, higher than the
corresponding share in 2016 (38.3%). Of these
movements, about 66.9% were related to the PRD
region, reflecting the close economic ties between
Hong Kong and the region. (Chart 3)

& 3 2025 FE ERER HMEERS DR EREA R E GBI

Chart3  Distribution of laden containers in terms of TEU by major country/territory, 2025
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Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
Figures in brackets refer to the percentage distribution of the laden
containers between Hong Kong and Chinese Mainland by place.
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9.2 For inward laden containers, 2.81 million TEUs
(or 51.4%) were loaded in the Mainland in 2025.
Taiwan (0.27 million TEUs or 4.9%) and Vietnam
(0.24 million TEUs or 4.3%) followed as the second
and third major country/territory of loading
respectively. About 62.7% of inward laden
containers loaded in the Mainland were from the PRD
ports, including Guangzhou (0.67 million TEUs or
24.0%) and Shenzhen (0.37 million TEUs or 13.2%).
(Chart 4)
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Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
Figures in brackets refer to the percentage distribution of the
inward laden containers from Chinese Mainland by place.
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9.3 For outward laden containers, 2.10 million
TEUs (or 43.7%) were discharged in the Mainland in
2025. Taiwan (0.38 million TEUs or 7.9%) and
Vietnam (0.23 million TEUs or 4.7%) were the second
and third major country/territory of discharge
respectively. About 72.5% of outward laden
containers discharged in the Mainland were handled
by the PRD ports, including Guangzhou (0.63 million
TEUs or 30.1%) and Shenzhen (0.45 million TEUs or
21.4%). (Chart 5)
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Chart5 Distribution of outward laden containers in terms of TEU by major
country/territory of discharge, 2025
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10. Hftr2Z&k
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( & &M% 4 5T ) = H (www.censtatd.

gov.hk/tc/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B1020
008&scode=230) -
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Notes : Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
Figures in brackets refer to the percentage distribution of the
outward laden containers to Chinese Mainland by place.

10. Further references

10.1 More detailed port container statistics can be
found in the quarterly reports of Hong Kong Shipping
Statistics (www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EindexbySubject.
html?pcode=B1020008&scode=230).
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