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The Hong Kong International Airport is one of the busiest and most advanced
airports. It consolidates Hong Kong’s position as a hub of international
commerce and plays a very important role in the development of Hong Kong
as an international logistics centre - in terms of international air cargo
throughput, the Hong Kong International Airport continued to rank first
globally in 2020. This article provides a detailed analysis of the air cargo
statistics of Hong Kong from 2016 to 2020 and briefly highlights the more
recent performance of the industry and the impact of COVID-19 to the industry
by making reference to the quarterly air cargo statistics from the first quarter of
2019 to the third quarter of 2021.
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Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Trade Statistics Processing Section,
Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 2582 5039; E-mail : tsp_1(@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1  The Hong Kong International Airport is one of
the busiest and most advanced airports. It
consolidates Hong Kong’s position as a hub of
international commerce and plays a very important
role in the development of Hong Kong as an
international logistics centre - in terms of international
air cargo throughput, the Hong Kong International
Airport continued to rank first globally in 2020.

1.2 This article provides a detailed analysis of the
air cargo statistics of Hong Kong' from 2016 to 2020
and briefly highlights the more recent performance of
the industry and the impact of COVID-19 to the
industry by making reference to the quarterly air cargo
statistics from the first quarter of 2019 to the third
quarter of 2021.

2. Data sources

2.1 Air cargo statistics of Hong Kong are compiled
by the Civil Aviation Department based on the
information provided by the Airport Authority Hong
Kong. The information of the international air cargo
throughput of other airports is obtained from the
Airports Council International. Besides, trade
statistics of Hong Kong are compiled by the Census
and Statistics Department.

1 The air cargo statistics presented in this article exclude mail.
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3. BEERZEESYEHEIEERF 3. International air cargo throughput

ranking
3.1 FABIEHGIE 2020 FEYEHL & 3.1 The cargo throughput of the Hong Kong
P 442 HENIE o (TR AR R e Inter{[llzliti(;nal Atirpo? in 20%0., ?t 412 milllign tonnes,
m -3 e . v was the largest in terms of international air cargoes
BYELE G - MELERLE - handled among all airports® in the world®. This was
JI ~ ALk ZEE - BfELETHIE followed by airports in Shanghai, Incheon, Taipei and
295 ENWE 276 S NWE 232 H N WE R Anchorage. Their respective figures on throughput
222 N - (ED were 2.95 million tonnes, 2.76 million tonnes, 2.32

million tonnes and 2.22 million tonnes. (Chart 1)
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Chart1 Ranking of international airports by international air cargo throughput in 2020
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4.  Air cargo throughput of Hong Kong
Annual air cargo throughput from 2016 to 2020

4.1 The air cargo throughput of Hong Kong
increased from 4.52 million tonnes in 2016 to 5.02
million tonnes in 2018, and then declined to 4.42
million tonnes in 2020 due to the impact of the Sino-
US trade conflicts and the COVID-19 epidemic. The
average annual decrease rate was 0.6% for air cargo
throughput from 2016 to 2020. At the same time, the
total cargo throughput covering all main modes of
transport recorded an average annual decline of 0.9%
within the same period. (Chart 2)

4.2 Different trends in cargo throughput were
registered for inward and outward air cargoes.
Inward air cargoes decreased from 1.65 million tonnes
in 2016 to 1.45 million tonnes in 2020, with an average
annual decline rate of 3.2%. Over the same period,
outward air cargoes increased from 2.87 million
tonnes to 2.97 million tonnes, with an average annual
growth rate of 0.9%. (Chart 2)

Chart2  Air cargo throughputs, 2016 to 2020
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43 PDEYWETE > =E &S H{E 4.3  In terms of tonnage, cargoes transported by air

2020 FEEBLALSYIE B 1.6% - Hi2R7ciE constituted only 1.6% of the total cargo throughput of

- bw e ' . e Hong Kong in 2020. Despite the small share of air
RYHER RIS R P AR ER )N - cargoes in the total cargo throughput, they accounted
HERBHEHE S EHEFAIGEAIELEAIH for about 40.5% of the total trade value of Hong Kong
2016 £ 40.5% FFZ 2020 £EHY 42.7% - iSf7 in 2016 and the proportion further rose to 42.7% in
BUfL 7, 7 15 48 S 17 75 S 457 o B S 6 1 £ 2020. This reflected the growing importance of the
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air freight industry in the Hong Kong economy.
(Chart 3)
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Chart3  External merchandise trade statistics by mode of transport, 2016, 2018 and 2020
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Quarterly air cargo throughput from the first quarter
of 2019 to the third quarter of 2021

4.4  Amid COVID-19 pandemic in the first quarter
of 2020, the air cargo throughput recorded a year-on-
year decrease of 10.3% in that quarter. In the wake
of economic recovery, the air cargo throughput
recorded year-on-year increases of 13.9%, 11.0% and
15.5% respectively in the first three quarters of 2021.
(Chart 4)

4.5 Of the 1.29 million tonnes of the total air cargo
throughput in the third quarter of 2021, 0.88 million
tonnes were outward air cargoes and 0.42 million
tonnes were inward air cargoes, with the year-on-year
rates of increase being 15.6% and 15.3% respectively.
(Chart 4)

4.6 As observed from Chart 4, there exists a
seasonality for the air cargo throughputs every year.
This is caused by a portion of cargos being delivered
in advance before the end of year and Lunar New Year.
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Chart4  Quarterly air cargo throughputs, first quarter of 2019 to third quarter of 2021
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FERIFEE A Major regions of loading

4.7 RSy ZeE S F AR H RaNE 52 47 Inward air cargoes came mainly from
B - 17 2020 4555 1 2258 2021 455 1 1R » countries/territories in Asia. From the first quarter of

et . e e 2020 to that of 2021, inward cargoes from Asia
ARESDMEIR SEHHTE RN 23 A increased from 0.23 million tonnes to 0.26 million

EFE 26 AN HATMEAIEEEIRH 64.3% tonnes and its share increased from 64.3% to 69.3%.
FH2£693% - ([&ES5) (Chart 5)
4.8 Hih FEIEEES HE BEONFIILSE 4.8 Other major countries/territories of loading
S o TFHEEILE SR 2020 55 1 EfyHE included Europe and North America. Their shares
M, o i were slightly lower than those of the first quarter of
s Ry BV > AE 2021 4755 1 ALY 11% 2020 and both accounted for around 11% of the total
(& S) inward cargoes in the first quarter of 2021.  (Chart 5)
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Chart5  Quarterly inward movement of air cargoes by major region of loading, first quarter
of 2020 to first quarter of 2021
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FERHIEH IR Major regions of discharge

49 HBHLESYREL > AEEEziEEY T 4.9 Like inward cargoes, a significant proportion of
HRA S TN RS M - 1F outward air cargoes were discharged in

countries/territories in Asia. In the first quarter of
2021, there were 0.32 million tonnes, an annual

2021 55 1 &= ARANEREEYE 32 B

g - B2 2020 FE55 1 ZRAY 30 EAMALLEST - $4E increase rate of 6.3% when compared with the
BEHRAT B 6.3% - (B 6) 0.3 million tonnes in that of 2020. (Chart 6)
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Chart 6 Quarterly outward movement of air cargoes by major region of discharge, first
quarter of 2020 to first quarter of 2021
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