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Executive Summary

Introduction

At the request of Invest Hong Kong, the Census
and Statistics Department conducted the 2021 Annual
Survey of Companies in Hong Kong with Parent
Companies Located outside Hong Kong to study the
profiles of regional headquarters (RHQs), regional
offices (ROs) and local offices (LOs) in Hong Kong
with their parent companies located outside Hong
Kong.

2. The Survey enumerated, as at the reference date
of 1 June 2021, 1 457 RHQs, 2 483 ROs and 5 109 LOs
in Hong Kong with their parent companies located
outside Hong Kong. (Table 1.1)

Regional headquarters

3. The United States of America had the largest
number of RHQs in Hong Kong (254 companies),
followed by the mainland of China (252) and Japan
(210). (Table 2.1)

Regional offices

4. Japan had the largest number of ROs in Hong
Kong (423 companies), followed by the United States
of America (410) and the mainland of China (377).
(Table 3.1)

Local offices

5. The mainland of China had the largest number
of LOs in Hong Kong (1 451 companies), followed by
Japan (755) and the United States of America (603).
(Table 4.1)
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Major lines of business of RHQs, ROs and
LOs

6. The major lines of business were broadly the
same for RHQs, ROs and LOs. They were mainly
engaged in import/export trade, wholesale and retail;
financing and banking; professional, business and
education services and transportation, storage and
courier services. (Tables 2.3, 3.3 and 4.3)

Views of RHQs/ROs/LOs

7. The Survey collected views on Hong Kong as a
location for setting up RHQs/ROs/LOs from the RHQs,
ROs and LOs enumerated in the Survey.

8. Among the selected factors affecting the choice
of a location for setting up RHQs/ROs/LOs, simple tax
system and low tax rate was considered to be the most
important factor. Other important factors, in
descending order of importance, included free flow of
information; corruption-free government; political
stability and security and free port status. In fact, each
of the important factors mentioned above was rated
respectively by 26% to 63% of the RHQs/ROs/LOs to
be favourable factors for Hong Kong. (Table 5.1)

9. Simple tax system and low tax rate was
regarded by the majority of the RHQs/ROs/LOs (63%)
as a favourable factor for Hong Kong.  Other
favourable factors, in descending order of Hong Kong’s
favourableness rating, included geographical location
(53%); communication, transport and other infrastructure
(49%); and free flow of information (48%). (Table 5.1)
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10. On the other hand, 34% and 30% respectively of
the RHQs/ROs/LOs surveyed expressed that the
availability and cost of residential accommodation and
availability and cost of business accommodation were
unfavourable factors for Hong Kong, while 11% and
15% of them respectively regarded the availability and
cost of residential accommodation and availability and
cost of business accommodation as favourable factors.
(Table 5.1)

I1. 59% of the RHQs/ROs/LOs surveyed indicated
that their business plans in Hong Kong would remain
unchanged in the coming three years, while 14%
indicated that they planned to expand their business in
Hong Kong. Separately, 19% were uncertain about
their business plans, while 3% planned to phase
out/relocate outside Hong Kong part or all of their
business in Hong Kong. (Table 5.2)
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1. Introduction

Background

1.1 Starting from the early 1990s, information on
companies in Hong Kong that were regional
headquarters (RHQs) and regional offices (ROs)
representing their parent companies located outside
Hong Kong had been collected through an annual
survey conducted by the ex-Industry Department.
Since the disestablishment of the ex-Industry
Department in July 2000, the Census and Statistics
Department (C&SD) has been conducting the Annual
Survey of Regional Offices Representing Overseas
Companies in Hong Kong to collect such information,
at the request of Invest Hong Kong.

1.2 As from 2001, the survey coverage has been
extended to include companies in Hong Kong that are
local offices (LOs) representing their parent companies
located outside Hong Kong. The Survey has been
renamed as the Annual Survey of Companies in Hong
Kong Representing Parent Companies Located outside
Hong Kong with effect from 2006.

1.3 With reference to international standard, the
scope of the survey has been expanded in 2018 to cover
companies with parent companies located outside Hong
Kong but not representing their parent companies. As
a result, the Survey has been renamed as the Annual
Survey of Companies in Hong Kong with Parent
Companies Located outside Hong Kong.

Survey objectives

1.4 The objectives of the Survey are :

(a) to enumerate RHQs, ROs and LOs in
Hong Kong with their parent companies
located outside Hong Kong;

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong
with Parent Companies Located outside Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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(b) to obtain basic information (e.g. the
number of persons engaged, major line of
business, country/territory where the
parent company is located) of these

companies; and

(c) to seek views from these companies on the
attractiveness of Hong Kong as a location
for setting up RHQs/ROs/LOs.

Legislation

1.5 The Survey was conducted under Part IIIA of
the Census and Statistics Ordinance (Chapter 316) and
notified in the Government Notice No. 2816 in the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Gazette of 27 April 2018 as a voluntary
statistical survey. The said Ordinance stipulates that
all collected information which may enable
identification of individual companies should be kept in
strict confidence and not be released to any

unauthorised parties.

Terms and definitions

1.6 For the purpose of the Survey :

(a) a regional headquarters (RHQ) is an
office with parent company located outside
Hong Kong which has managerial control
over offices and/or operations in the region
(i.e. Hong Kong plus one other place or

more);

(b) a regional office (RO) is an office with
parent company located outside Hong
Kong which co-ordinates offices and/or
operations in the region (i.e. Hong Kong
plus one other place or more);

(c) alocal office (LO) is an office with parent
company located outside Hong Kong
which only takes charge of the business in
Hong Kong (and nowhere else); and

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong
with Parent Companies Located outside Hong Kong
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(d) a parent company located outside Hong
Kong is a company or an organisation
operating outside Hong Kong that has final
management control over that office in
Hong Kong.

1.7 A schematic  diagram illustrating the
classification of a company as an RHQ, RO or LO is
given below.

Has parent Non-RHQ/
company located RO/LO
outside HK
?
HK
p only
Geographical LO

responsibility
?

In the region (i.e. HK plus one or
more other places)

Any

managerial control

over offices and/or
operations

in the region

RHQ

RO

(i.e. only coordinates offices and/or

operations in the region)
Survey coverage

1.8 The Survey only covers companies which have
parent companies located outside Hong Kong and are
responsible for managing/ co-ordinating the business in
Hong Kong or in the region. It does not cover the
following categories of companies :

(a) companies whose parent companies are

also in Hong Kong; or

(b) companies whose holding companies,
though located outside Hong Kong, are
actually non-operating companies; or

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong
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(c) companies which are funded by investment
from outside Hong Kong, but the investment
is actually originated from Hong Kong.

1.9 For the above reasons, the total number of
RHQs/ROs/LOs in Hong Kong does not represent all
companies with investment from outside Hong Kong.
Besides, the total number of RHQs and ROs in Hong
Kong does not represent all companies with regional
operations (i.e. managing the business in Hong Kong
plus one or more other places), as local companies with
regional operations are not included.

1.10  In Hong Kong, there is no statutory requirement
for a company to notify the Government whether it is
an RHQ/RO/LO. Thus an up-to-date, complete and
accurate sampling frame of all targeted units of enquiry
(i.e. companies to be covered in the Survey) is not
readily available for the Survey.

1.11  The sampling frame containing companies
covered in the Survey is derived from the following

sources:

(a) RHQs/ROs/LOs enumerated in the 2020

round of the Survey;

(b) consulates, trade commissions and
chambers of commerce of overseas

countries in Hong Kong;

(c) business directories, media reports and
working contacts of Invest Hong Kong;

(d) up-to-date information ~ from  the

Companies Registry; and

(e) other sources (e.g. relevant information
available from C&SD).

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong
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Sample selection

1.12  All companies listed in the sampling frame as
mentioned in paragraph 1.11 above were selected to
participate in the Survey with a view to identifying and
enumerating all RHQs/ROs/LOs amongst them. Those
RHQs/ROs/LOs identified from sources (b) to (e) in
paragraph 1.11 were asked all questions in the Survey,
including questions on their basic information and their
views on the attractiveness of Hong Kong as a location
for setting up their companies here [referred to as
“views on HK’s attractiveness” below for simplicity].

1.13 As regards RHQs/ROs/LOs identified from
source (a) in paragraph 1.11, all were asked questions
on their basic information in the Survey. However, in
order to reduce the reporting burden of these companies
while maintaining the reliability of the survey findings,
only a scientifically selected sample of ROs/LOs
identified from source (a) was required to give their
views on HK’s attractiveness. On the other hand, all
RHQs identified from source (a) were still asked to
provide their views on HK’s attractiveness in view of
the relative importance of RHQs. The views of the
sampled ROs/LOs were then appropriately grossed up
and aggregated with those of RHQs to represent the
views of all RHQs/ROs/LOs identified from source (a).
The measure mentioned above for reducing respondent

burden has been introduced since 2011.

Survey reference date

1.14  Data collected in the 2021 Survey referred to
the position as at 1 June 2021.
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Data collection

1.15  Questionnaires of the 2021 Survey were mailed
out in early June 2021 to all selected companies. An
electronic template of the questionnaire was also
available upon request to facilitate completion and
submission by email.  University students were
employed during the summer vacation to make initial
telephone contacts to assist the companies concerned in
completing the questionnaires and verify the data in the
returned questionnaires. Face-to-face interviews were
also arranged to follow up with those companies not
responding to postal or telephone enumeration. This
helped improve the survey response rate, leading to
more accurate survey results and a more solid
foundation for constructing the sampling frame of

companies for future survey rounds.

1.16 By mid September 2021, 9 049 companies
were successfully enumerated in the 2021 Survey,
while 251 failed to respond.

Data processing

1.17  Completed questionnaires were subject to
manual and computerised validation before tabulation.
Such checking covered completeness of entries,
consistency among data items and credibility of
reported data. For dubious entries or inconsistent data,
clarifications were made with the companies concerned

by phone or by field visits.

Classification of major line of business
1.18 The Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification (HSIC) Version 2.0 is adopted for
classifying the major line of business of the companies
in the Survey. The HSIC is devised by using the
United Nations’ International Standard Industrial
Classification as the framework, with local adaptation
to reflect the structure of the Hong Kong economy.
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Classification of country/territory where the
parent company was located

1.19
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of
China.
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

On 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became a Special

In this report, “Hong Kong” stands for the
Under the
principle of “One Country, Two Systems”, Hong Kong
is a separate economic territory. Hence, the Survey
also covers RHQs, ROs and LOs in Hong Kong set up
by their parent companies in the mainland of China.

Cautionary remarks

1.20
of companies covered in the Survey, the number of

Owing to the lack of a complete sampling frame

RHQs, ROs and LOs enumerated in each survey round
represents only the best snapshot that could be taken at
the time of the Survey. Coupled with the voluntary
nature of the Survey, changes between years in the
number of RHQs, ROs and LOs may be affected by the
continuous improvement in the sampling frame of
companies and response rate. Furthermore, changes
between years in the total number of persons engaged
by these companies may also be affected by the
response pattern of companies of different employment
sizes. As the survey also collects views of these
companies on the business environment of Hong Kong,
the views may be affected by the events in the
community occurring around the time of enumeration
(i.e. June - September 2021). With all the limitations
the should be

interpreted with some caution.

mentioned above, survey results

Rounding of figures

1.21
sum of individual items and the total as shown in the

There may be a slight discrepancy between the

tables owing to rounding.

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong
with Parent Companies Located outside Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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2. Regional headquarters

Overview

2.1 Hong Kong’s role as a location for setting up
RHQs has a long history, but it began to assume
significance only from the 1980s. The Survey
enumerated, as at the reference date of 1 June 2021,
1 457 RHQs in Hong Kong with their parent companies
located outside Hong Kong. The corresponding number

as at 1 June 2020 was 1 504. (Table 1.1)

Country/Territory  where the

company was located

parent

2.2 Analysed by the country/territory where the
parent company was located, the United States of
America had the largest number of RHQs in Hong
Kong (254 companies), followed by the mainland of
China (252), Japan (210), the United Kingdom (138)
and France (89). (Chart 1 and Table 2.1)
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Chart 1 Number of regional headquarters by country/territory where the parent company was
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Size of company (in terms of employment)

23 The total number of persons engaged by the
1457 RHQs was about 161 000, with each RHQ
engaging around 110 persons on average.
87% of the RHQs engaged less than 100 persons each,
the remaining 13%, being larger RHQs, accounted for

While some

85% of the total number of persons engaged by the
RHQs in Hong Kong. (Chart 2 and Table 2.2)
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Major line of business

2.4
Kong, 744 RHQs were engaged in import/export

Analysed by the major line of business in Hong
trade, wholesale and retail. This was followed by
financing and banking (260 companies); professional,
(215);
transportation, storage and courier services (116).
(Chart 3 and Table 2.3)

business and education services and

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong
with Parent Companies Located outside Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Chart 3

BE EEE R HE

Selected major line of business

2.5
companies located outside Hong Kong, 592 RHQs

On the major line of business of the parent

reported that their parent companies were engaged in
Other
major lines of business of the parent companies

import/export trade, wholesale and retail.

included manufacturing (452 companies); financing
and banking (263); professional, business and
education services (163); and transportation, storage

and courier services (106). (Chart 3 and Table 2.4)

2.6
of an RHQ was usually in the same category as that of

Generally speaking, the major line of business

its parent company. But it should be noted that the
number of RHQs with parent companies engaged in
manufacturing (452) far exceeded the number of
RHQs with their own major line of business in Hong
Kong being manufacturing (55). This was mainly
because quite a number of RHQs which were engaged
in import/export trade, wholesale and retail in Hong
Kong were in fact responsible for providing sales and
related services for products manufactured by their

parent companies outside Hong Kong. (Chart 3)
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ERHIERFE Geographical responsibility in the region

27 1097fIn & AEE PR B EE BN ER 2.7 1097 RHQs were responsible for the business/
RSN  TRARRBARER, EE - & operations in the mainland of China in addition to
HLERY ISR (T T IRAA 4721 K2 & those in Hong Kong. RHQs with Singapore under
B (401fH) - HAE (309) FBFT (303) - their geographical responsibility stood at 472, followed
(El4 5 722.5) by Taiwan (401 companies), Japan (309), and Macao

(303). (Chart 4 and Table 2.5)
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3. Regional offices

Overview

3.1 The Survey enumerated, as at the reference date
of 1 June 2021, 2 483 ROs in Hong Kong with their
parent companies located outside Hong Kong. The
corresponding number as at 1 June 2020 was 2 479.
(Table 1.1)

Country/Territory = where the parent

company was located

3.2 Analysed by the country/territory where the
parent company was located, Japan had the largest
number of ROs in Hong Kong (423 companies),
followed by the United States of America (410), the
mainland of China (377), the United Kingdom (208)
and Germany (147). (Chart 5 and Table 3.1)
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Size of company (in terms of employment)

33 The total number of persons engaged by the
2 483 ROs was about 83 000, with each RO engaging
While some 88% of
the ROs engaged less than 50 persons each, the

around 34 persons on average.

remaining 12%, being larger ROs, accounted for 77%
of the total number of persons engaged by the ROs in
Hong Kong. (Chart 6 and Table 3.2)
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Major line of business

34

Kong, 1319 ROs were engaged in import/export

trade, wholesale and retail.

professional, business and education

(406 companies);

transportation, storage and courier services (177);

and information technology services (147).
(Chart 7 and Table 3.3)

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong
with Parent Companies Located outside Hong Kong
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B 7

3.5
companies located outside Hong Kong, 1104 ROs

On the major line of business of the parent

reported that their parent companies were engaged in
Other
major lines of business of the parent companies

import/export trade, wholesale and retail.

included manufacturing (843 companies); financing
and banking (326); professional, business and
education services (274); transportation, storage and
courier services (161); and information technology

services (158). (Chart 7 and Table 3.4)

3.6
of an RO was usually in the same category as that of its

Generally speaking, the major line of business

parent company. But it should be noted that the
number of ROs with parent companies engaged in
manufacturing (843) far exceeded the number of ROs
with their own major line of business in Hong Kong
being manufacturing (70). This was mainly because
quite a number of ROs which were engaged in
import/export trade, wholesale and retail in Hong
Kong were in fact responsible for providing sales and
related services for products manufactured by their

parent companies outside Hong Kong. (Chart 7)
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Geographical responsibility in the region

3.7 1 694 ROs were responsible for the business/
operations in the mainland of China in addition to
those in Hong Kong. ROs with Singapore under their
geographical responsibility stood at 647, followed by
Taiwan (605 companies), Japan (481), and Korea
(439). (Chart 8 and Table 3.5)
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4. Local offices

Overview

4.1 The Survey enumerated, as at the reference date
of 1 June 2021, 5109 LOs in Hong Kong with their
parent companies located outside Hong Kong. The
corresponding number as at 1 June 2020 was 5 042.
(Table 1.1)

Country/Territory  where the parent

company was located

4.2 Analysed by the country/territory where the
parent company was located, the mainland of China
had the largest number of LOs in Hong Kong
(1 451 companies), followed by Japan (755), the
United States of America (603), the United Kingdom
(321) and Singapore (304). (Chart 9 and Table 4.1)
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Size of company (in terms of employment)

43 The total number of persons engaged by the
5109 LOs was about 229 000, with each LO engaging
around 45 persons on average. While some 88% of
the LOs engaged less than 50 persons each, the
remaining 12%, being larger LOs, accounted for 85%
of the total number of persons engaged by the LOs in
Hong Kong. (Chart 10 and Table 4.2)
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Major line of business

4.4 Analysed by the major line of business in Hong
Kong, 2231 LOs were engaged in import/export
trade, wholesale and retail. This was followed by
financing and banking (1 124 companies);
professional, business and education services
(740); transportation, storage and courier services
(361); information technology services (229); and

construction (127). (Chart 11 and Table 4.3)
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4.5
companies located outside Hong Kong, 1861 LOs

On the major line of business of the parent

reported that their parent companies were engaged in
Other
major lines of business of the parent companies

import/export trade, wholesale and retail.

included manufacturing (1 384 companies); financing
and banking (1 123); professional, business and
education services (504); transportation, storage and
courier services (373). (Chart 11 and Table 4.4)

4.6
of an LO was usually in the same category as that of its
But it should be noted that the
number of LOs with parent companies engaged in

Generally speaking, the major line of business

parent company.

manufacturing (1 384) far exceeded the number of
LOs with their own major line of business in Hong
Kong being manufacturing (99). This was mainly
because quite a number of LOs which were engaged in
import/export trade, wholesale and retail in Hong
Kong were in fact responsible for providing sales and
related services for products manufactured by their

parent companies outside Hong Kong. (Chart 11)
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5. Views of regional headquarters/
regional offices/local offices

Attractiveness of Hong Kong as a location
for setting up regional headquarters/
regional offices/local offices

5.1 In the questionnaires issued to the selected
RHQs/ROs/LOs, a list of 16 factors that might
influence their choice of a location for setting up
RHQs/ROs/LOs was provided. The factors included a
location’s infrastructure, cost of business operation,
geographical location, etc. Selected companies (see
paragraph 1.12 and 1.13) were asked to rate the
importance of each factor to their choice of a location
for setting up RHQs/ROs/LOs, and their perception of
Hong Kong’s favourableness in respect of the factor

concerned.

52

system and low tax rate was considered to be the most

Among the 16 specified factors, simple tax

important factor for the choice of a location for setting
up RHQs/ROs/LOs.
descending order of importance, included free flow of

Other important factors, in

information; corruption-free government; political

stability and security and free port status. In fact,
each of the important factors mentioned above was
rated respectively by 26% to 63% of the

RHQs/ROs/LOs to be favourable factors for Hong
Kong. (Chart 12 and Table 5.1)
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1 L dGiTES 0
Simple tax system D ,.-"".-:-"'(-‘E-""( ﬁ "'i:a 63%
and low tax rate J "
2 A E HTE T ] 48%
Free flow of J 3%
information QR AR
3 BE2HIET .-"W _.-"_.-ﬁ 2% Regarded as favourable
Corruption-free _I 5%
government | OFF AR F]
o Regarded as unfavourable
4 BUaTEE et st 069,
Political stability and 14%
security [
5 B i 47%
Free port status 5%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
AFEIFTEE IR
% of companies
53 KET (63%) HYMMIEAEES, /@i 53  Simple tax system and low tax rate was

[ e i 20 Ry R B AR R S (BAR R R
HIEFIRE - #EEBEINAENEZEEHS 2K
PN EMAEFAZE - SfEEAE (53%)
AR~ i R MBS (49%) 5 DURERR
M EBRENE (48%)  (F5.1)

54 U5 > 5351 34% K 30%Z 55
ERARES W IR R R o BT
HERER A TR EETNREREREEE
AR Z - HIRE 1% 5% A E 55 R R
& T E (L e R e FH B T s S e (L e e B
EEANANRE - (&S.1)

2021 S E BT MEAE]
FYBEHE N S AR
ERRATHE BUFSETE

regarded by the majority of the RHQs/ROs/LOs (63%)
Other

favourable factors, in descending order of Hong Kong’s

as a favourable factor for Hong Kong.

favourableness rating, included geographical location
(53%);
infrastructure (49%); and free flow of information
(48%). (Table 5.1)

communication, transport and other

5.4 On the other hand, 34% and 30% respectively of
the RHQs/ROs/LOs
availability and cost of residential accommodation

surveyed expressed that the

and availability and cost of business accommodation
were unfavourable factors for Hong Kong, while 11%
and 15% of them respectively regarded the availability
and cost of residential accommodation and availability
and cost of business accommodation as favourable
factors. (Table 5.1)
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5.5  ZEHAETIMEERERK =ZFNERE
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SAENYERIRE > M 14%Fret SR 8%
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Hy A AT EFEE o S B AE B BRI 2
# A BUBEERE  ([B1353R5.2)

& 13
Chart 13

Business plans in the coming three years
5.5 Respondents were also asked about their
business plans in Hong Kong in the coming three years.
59% of the RHQs/ROs/LOs surveyed indicated that
their business plans in Hong Kong would remain
unchanged in the coming three years, while 14%
indicated that they planned to expand their business in
Hong Kong. Separately, 19% were uncertain about
their business plans, while 3% planned to phase
out/relocate outside Hong Kong part or all of their
business in Hong Kong. (Chart 13 and Table 5.2)

2021 SFHIEGEES HEFER IR BRI AR R =N BRTE R

Business plans in Hong Kong in the coming three years of regional headquarters/
regional offices/local offices, 2021

HHER N
No comment AT TS
6% Expand business in

KEIE
Uncertain
19%

EE o B A
TENERED
KAl R
Phase out/Relocate
outside Hong Kong
part or all of the
business in
Hong Kong

56  ERZREAREETEHBNAET > 69%
HYAFIFR R EIEIE BT MBI 49% K3 7%
N BRI EHRA I S D RE Y i e 4 e
IS IIEE -

2021 S E BT MEAE]
FYBEHE N S AR
ERRATHE BUFSETE

3% L

Hong Kong
14%

BB o

Remain unchanged
59%

5.6 Amongst those companies which planned to
expand their business, 69% indicated that they would
recruit more staff, whereas 49% and 37% would expand
their scope of existing business functions and develop

new business functions respectively.
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5.7
business had engaged 81 persons per company on

Companies which planned to expand their
average, whereas those which planned to phase
out/relocate outside Hong Kong had engaged 17 persons
per company on average.

Specific issues which regional headquarters/
regional offices/local offices had raised for
the attention of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government

5.8 8% of the RHQs/ROs/LOs surveyed had raised
specific issues relating to foreign investment in Hong
Kong that they wanted to bring to the attention of the
Special ~ Administrative  Region

Hong Kong

Government. Major issues raised by these companies
included political problems (raised by 25% of these
companies), government support (19%) and staff and

rental costs (17%). (Table 5.3)
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Table 1.1  Number of regional headquarters, regional offices and local offices,

2017 to 2021
NEIEH
Number of companies
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

My AE 1413 1530 1541 1 504 1457

Regional headquarters

@R 2339 2425 2490 2479 2483

Regional offices

IR 4 473 4799 5009 5042 5109

Local offices

et 8225 8 754 9 040 9 025 9 049

Total
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Table 1.2 Number of persons engaged by regional headquarters, regional
offices and local offices, 2017 to 2021

REAEY
Number of persons engaged *
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
i 4 172 000 196 000 195 000 177 000 161 000
Regional headquarters
& B R 86 000 88 000 85 000 84 000 83 000
Regional offices
R 185 000 201 000 213 000 222 000 229 000
Local offices
B5t 443 000 485 000 493 000 483 000 473 000

Total

R # WM RIS T AZRRIA T -

Note : # Figures are rounded to the nearest thousand.
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Table 1.3 Total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices
by selected country/territory where the parent company was located,

2017 to 2021
ANEIEH
Number of companies
BEAE]FTERY
Bzl
Country/Territory 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

where the parent
company was located

o 5] Y 1264 (15.4%) 1591 (18.2%) 1799 (19.9%) 1986 (22.0%) 2080 (23.0%)
The mainland of China

HA 1378 (16.8%) 1393 (15.9%) 1413 (15.6%) 1398 (15.5%) 1388 (15.3%)
Japan

EH 1313 (16.0%) 1351 (15.4%) 1344 (14.9%) 1283 (14.2%) 1267 (14.0%)
United States of America

FE 675 (82%) 712  (8.1%) 713  (7.9%) 665 (7.4%) 667 (7.4%)
United Kingdom

Hms 408 (5.0%) 427 (49%) 446 (4.9%) 453 (5.0%) 449 (5.0%)
Singapore

1R 382  (4.6%) 396 (4.5%) 420 (4.6%) 400 (44%) 418 (4.6%)
Germany

EE 343 (42%) 373 (4.3%) 371 (4.1%) 373 (4.1%) 369 (4.1%)
France

] 381  (4.6%) 371 (42%) 339 (3.8%) 357 (4.0%) 364 (4.0%)
Taiwan

¥t 238 (2.9%) 235 (2.7%) 245 (2.7%) 251 (2.8%) 263 (2.9%)
Switzerland

167 RE 178  (2.2%) 180 (2.1%) 189 (2.1%) 181 (2.0%) 186 (2.1%)
Netherlands

vl 160  (1.9%) 164 (1.9%) 177 (2.0%) 171 (1.9%) 182 (2.0%)
Italy

VA AT 174 (2.1%) 172 (2.0%) 185 (2.0%) 164 (1.8%) 169 (1.9%)
Australia

HE R 148 (1.8%) 145 (1.7%) 152 (1.7%) 143 (1.6%) 138 (1.5%)
Korea

JIEVN 106 (1.3%) 113 (1.3%) 119 (1.3%) 112 (1.2%) 109 (1.2%)
Canada

P il 90 (1.1%) 95 (1.1%) 97 (1.1%) 93 (1.0%) 88 (1.0%)
Sweden

R () WthEARED IR E R T HREA SRR E 2 @ E] (-
(2) FEFRARVEFIEEELEE SRR S R A T P PRV E e -
Notes : (1) In the case of a joint-venture regional headquarters/regional office/local office, there may be more than one country/territory where its
parent companies are located.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices.
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Table 1.4 Total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices
and number of persons engaged by size of company, 2021

N
(ZRE NEETR)
Size of company _ . .
(in terms of number of AHEIEH e ANEL
persons engaged) Number of companies Number of persons engaged *
<20 6 737 (74.5%) 32 000 (6.8%)
20 -49 1083 (12.0%) 33 000 (6.9%)
50-99 550 (6.1%) 39 000 (8.2%)
100 - 199 331 (3.7%) 45 000 (9.5%)
200 - 499 204 (2.3%) 63 000 (13.4%)
500 - 999 80 (0.9%) 56 000 (11.8%)
1 000 + 64 (0.7%) 205 000 (43.3%)
=t 9 049 (100.0%) 473 000 (100.0%)
Total

R # ARHEE ARV R IS A SRR T8 TARRERTE o bR RIS T ARV R R -

Note : # Figures on persons engaged are rounded to the nearest thousand and the corresponding percentages are derived from unrounded

figures.
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2021 AT BN T RERGHRER RV EEL HEREE,
b A

Table 1.5 Total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local

offices by major line of business in Hong Kong, 2021

TEA Y EEE S HE AHEEH
Major line of business in Hong Kong Number of companies
HEHOE S - Mt REEE 4294 (47.5%)
Import/export trade, wholesale and retail

B RRITR 1728 (19.1%)
Financing and banking

B - BH MBS RIS E 1361 (15.0%)
Professional, business and education services

i~ B SRR S 2 654 (7.2%)
Transportation, storage and courier services

EiRH RS2 456 (5.0%)
Information technology services

BLEE 224 (2.5%)
Manufacturing

RS 209 (2.3%)
Construction

AR~ (R R RSB 155 (1.7%)

Publishing, media and multi-media activities”

IrbgsE 134 (1.5%)
Insurance
RS 133 (1.5%)

Real estate

NBIRETEEN® Kz B AR BRI ST e 3 e

Human health activities® and research and

121 (1.3%)

development on natural sciences

EEE 107 (1.2%)
Telecommunications
BEROBESE 87 (1.0%)

Restaurants and hotels

BIME ~ T R B Taa TS E

Creative, performing arts and specialised design 74 (0.8%)
activities
SR . (1) HUmAEEHE R R A I A —TE L S EE -

(2) FEGRANRVEF IR ERIEAEE SRR E IR AT (9 049 [E]) TPRTIEHYE L -
# BIEHRUEE) Y - SR BT HBEEE) - $F RE RS ¢ DURET H mELR EREEE) -
@ CIEOR{E BRI -
Notes : (1) A regional headquarters/regional office/local office may be engaged in more than one major line of business.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices
(9 049 companies).
# Including publishing activities; motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities; and programming and broadcasting activities.
@ Including healthcare and medical services.
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2021 S RN E R R RR EE E RS, HERER,

Table 1.6 Total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local

offices by major line of business of the parent company, 2021

(SYACIRESE S 53 i

Major line of business NHEIEH

of the parent company Number of companies
EHOHES - it REEE 3557 (39.3%)
Import/export trade, wholesale and retail

BlEE 2679 (29.6%)
Manufacturing

Rl ERTTEE 1712 (18.9%)
Financing and banking

B2 - P RBE R 941 (10.4%)
Professional, business and education services

i~ B SRR AR S 640 (7.1%)
Transportation, storage and courier services

Eal R RS2 523 (5.8%)
Information technology services

jecyice 2 293 (3.2%)
Construction

i 239 (2.6%)

Real estate

NIRRIEEENC R H AR R AT 9 R 3 195 (2.2%)
Human health activities® and research and
development on natural sciences

PrbmsE 190 (2.1%)
Insurance
AR~ (EREEE N R 1R S B 168 (1.9%)
Publishing, media and multi-media activities”
BEEROBEE 146 (1.6%)
Restaurants and hotels
EEHE 136 (1.5%)
Telecommunications
BIE ~ FEE P Taea EE) 85 (0.9%)
Creative, performing arts and specialised design
activities
R (1) HIESEET SRR E IR TR A S —RIRATE ¢ AN ERRATI SRS N — I R -
(2) FESRARVBCHEIEIE AR, R R, B R AR (0 049 ) ATERYE Z3tE -
# BEIEHROLE) ; B - S NEGH HRIEEE) - $#F R REROED) ¢ LUK H I EREE) -
@ EIFEIRE R BRI -
Notes : (1) A regional headquarters/regional office/local office may have more than one parent company. Besides, each parent company may
be engaged in more than one major line of business.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices
(9 049 companies).
# Including publishing activities; motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities; and programming and broadcasting activities.
@ Including healthcare and medical services.
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BH

Table 2.1 Number of regional headquarters by selected country/territory where

the parent company was located, 2017 to 2021

Hi e A AR B H

Number of regional headquarters
REAHEIFTERT
BHZ Ml
Country/Territory 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
where the parent
company was located
ESE| 283 (20.0%) 290 (19.0%) 278 (18.0%) 282 (18.8%) 254 (17.4%)
United States of America
o [ AT b 154 (10.9%) 197 (12.9%) 216 (14.0%) 238 (15.8%) 252 (17.3%)
The mainland of China
H7 233 (16.5%) 244 (159%) 232 (15.1%) 226 (15.0%) 210 (14.4%)
Japan
A 122 (8.6%) 137 (9.0%) 141 (9.1%) 131 (8.7%) 138 (9.5%)
United Kingdom
AR 81 (5.7%) 92 (6.0%) 96 (6.2%) 94  (6.3%) 89  (6.1%)
France
1357 87  (62%) 98 (64%) 97 (63%) 94 (63%) 87  (6.0%)
Germany
It 55 (39%) 54 (35%) 55 (3.6%) 53 (3.5%) 55  (3.8%)
Switzerland
=wail] 39 28%) 39 (25%) 40 (26%) 46  (3.1%) 45  (3.1%)
Italy
sy 45  (32%) 46 (3.0%) 47 (3B.0%) 46 (B.1% 45 (3.1%)
Singapore
AT 35 25%) 35 (23%) 35 (23%) 29 (1.9%) 28 (1.9%)
Australia
VN 27 (19%) 28 (1.8%) 26 (1.7%) 28 (1.9%) 27 (1.9%)
Netherlands
e 19 (13%) 22 (14%) 26 (1.7%) 28 (1.9%) 24 (1.6%)
Taiwan
JIE2yN 19  (1.3%) 21 (14%) 22 (14%) 23 (1.5%) 23  (1.6%)
Canada
T HE 27 (19%) 29 (19%) 30 (19%) 24 (1.6%) 23  (1.6%)
Sweden
HE R 7 (0.5%) 8 (0.5%) 10 (0.6%) 13 (0.9%) 15 (1.0%)
Korea

iR (D) AntESEE e HEMASIPTEREIR i ] 20— -

(2) FESRANHVBCF IR e AR AR T P ATV E o b

Notes : (1) In the case of a joint-venture regional headquarters, there may be more than one country/territory where its parent companies are located.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional headquarters.

2021 S E BT MEAE]
FYBEHE N S AR
ERRATHE BUFSETE

-32-

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong

with Parent Companies Located outside Hong Kong

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



R22 2021 2 ERREE YRGB H R AR

Table 2.2 Number of regional headquarters and number of persons engaged
by size of company, 2021

N E] R
AR ANEGETR)
Size of company o
(in terms of number of bl S 8 BLIEAE
persons engaged) Number of regional headquarters Number of persons engaged *
<20 878 (60.3%) 6 000 (3.5%)
20 - 49 231 (15.9%) 7 000 (4.4%)
50-99 164 (11.3%) 12 000 (7.2%)
100 - 199 82 (5.6%) 11 000 (6.9%)
200 - 499 59 (4.0%) 19 000 (12.0%)
500 - 999 19 (1.3%) 13 000 (8.0%)
1 000 + 24 (1.6%) 93 000 (58.0%)
=t 1457 (100.0%) 161 000 (100.0%)
Total

R # AREEE AR RS A SRR T8 TARRERTE o bR RIS T ARV R R -

Note : # Figures on persons engaged are rounded to the nearest thousand and the corresponding percentages are derived from unrounded

figures.
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Table 2.3 Number of regional headquarters by major line of business in

Hong Kong, 2021
TEA Y EEE S HE il SR H
Major line of business in Hong Kong Number of regional headquarters
HHOE S - it B EE 744 (51.1%)
Import/export trade, wholesale and retail
Rl ERTTEE 260 (17.8%)
Financing and banking
B - BH MBS RIS E 215 (14.8%)
Professional, business and education services
i~ B SR IR R 116 (8.0%)
Transportation, storage and courier services
F RS IR 5% 80 (5.5%)
Information technology services
Blyh2E 55 (3.8%)
Manufacturing
AR ~ (R R RSB 35 (2.4%)
Publishing, media and multi-media activities”
fEyite 2 29 (2.0%)
Construction
EEfE 23 (1.6%)
Telecommunications

NIRPREIEEN® B B AR RIS e 38 e

Human health activities® and research and 22 (1.5%)
development on natural sciences

IrbgsE 18 (1.2%)
Insurance

RS 15 (1.0%)
Real estate

RIE ~ IS S B TaatEE) o 0.5%
Creative, performing arts and specialised design (0.5%)
activities

BEEOBESE 5 (0.3%)

Restaurants and hotels

R (1) HEAEETEE SN T R R -
(2) FESRANRVEF IS EELEEAERT (1457 ) PRGN E 2L -
# BIEHRUEE) Y - SR BT HBEEE) - $F RE RS ¢ DURET H mELR EREE) -
@ CIEOR{E BRI -
Notes : (1) Aregional headquarters may be engaged in more than one major line of business.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional headquarters (1 457 companies).
# Including publishing activities; motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities; and programming and broadcasting activities.
@ Including healthcare and medical services.
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Table 2.4 Number of regional headquarters by major line of business of the

parent company, 2021
BEAE]HY EEE A #E
Major line of business & SEER L H
of the parent company Number of regional headquarters
HEMCOE S~ it TEE 592 (40.6%)
Import/export trade, wholesale and retail
BlyEE 452 (31.0%)
Manufacturing
Rl ERTTHE 263 (18.1%)
Financing and banking
B - B RAERSE 163 (11.2%)
Professional, business and education services
i~ B AR AR 5 106 (7.3%)
Transportation, storage and courier services
Eal R RS2 102 (7.0%)
Information technology services
s 50 (3.4%)
Construction
AR~ (R R RSB 35 (2.4%)
Publishing, media and multi-media activities*
HhEESE 34 (2.3%)

Real estate

NIRRIEEENC R H AR R AT 9 R 34 (2.3%)
Human health activities® and research and
development on natural sciences

PrbgsE

29 (2.0%)

Insurance

B

24 (1.6%)

Telecommunications

BIME ~ R R BTG TS E 13 (0.9%)
Creative, performing arts and specialised design
activities

BEE O EE 9 (0.6%)

Restaurants and hotels

R . () WEEHREA LN —EIRATE - 1IN - BRIRAT I RE ST SRR -
(2) FESRANRVEIF IS EELEEAERT (1457 [8) PRGN E 2L -
# BIEHRUEE) B - SR BT HBEEE) - $F RFRLENOEE) ¢ DURKET H mELR ERREE) -
@ CIEOR{E BRI -
Notes : (1) A regional headquarters may have more than one parent company. Besides, each parent company may be engaged in more
than one major line of business.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional headquarters (1 457 companies).
# Including publishing activities; motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities; and programming and broadcasting activities.
@ Including healthcare and medical services.
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Table 2.5

2017 £ £ 2021 FEENBEEHREE (FHERID B0HYHIEEE
BH

Number of regional headquarters by selected geographical responsibility
in the region (other than Hong Kong), 2017 to 2021

BRI og=|

Number of regional headquarters

&R L (BEFRIN

Geographical responsibility 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
in the region (other than

Hong Kong)

B it

1116 (79.0%) 1162 (759%) 1190 (772%) 1135 (755%) 1097 (75.3%)

The mainland of China

— EERE 301 (21.3%) 342 (22.4%) 339 (22.0%) 352 (23.4%) 336 (23.1%)
Guangdong Province only
— EBEREGLSE 345 (24.4%) 349 (22.8%) 354 (23.0%) 336 (22.3%) 322 (22.1%)

Places other than Guangdong
Province only

— EHEREMAME 470  (33.3%) 471 (30.8%) 497 (32.3%) 447 (29.7%) 439 (30.1%)
Guangdong Province and
other places

Hrhnse
Singapore
Gt
Taiwan

HA

Japan

AP
Macao

T

Korea

ZEE
Thailand

BZkrgEn
Malaysia
fitqEa]
Vietnam
ENEJEPEaE
Indonesia
BN

India
JEEEE
Philippines
RAF| R

Australia

453 (32.1%) 487  (31.8%) 463  (30.0%) 460  (30.6%) 472  (32.4%)

422 (29.9%) 429 (28.0%) 415 (26.9%) 407 (27.1%) 401 (27.5%)

317 (224%) 335 (21.9%) 333 (21.6%) 335 (223%) 309  (21.2%)

264 (18.7%) 292 (19.1%) 312 (20.2%) 311 (20.7%) 303 (20.8%)

311 (22.0%) 345 (22.5%) 349 (22.6%) 324 (21.5%) 299 (20.5%)

280 (19.8%) 291 (19.0%) 309 (20.1%) 295 (19.6%) 291  (20.0%)

282 (20.0%) 296 (19.3%) 305 (19.8%) 290 (19.3%) 289  (19.8%)

252 (17.8%) 279 (18.2%) 271 (17.6%) 287 (19.1%) 284 (19.5%)

245 (173%) 257 (16.8%) 268 (17.4%) 257 (17.1%) 246 (16.9%)

270 (19.1%) 269 (17.6%) 270 (17.5%) 261 (17.4%) 241 (16.5%)

230 (16.3%) 237 (15.5%) 238 (15.4%) 235 (15.6%) 223 (15.3%)

200 (142%) 206  (13.5%) 194  (12.6%) 215 (143%) 207  (14.2%)

HE () EEEREEAE 2N E TR, -
Q) FESRARETAE T A A P AT SV o0 L -

Notes : (1)  Aregional headquarters may be responsible for the business/operations in more than one place.
(2)  Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional headquarters.
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Table 3.1 Number of regional offices by selected country/territory where the
parent company was located, 2017 to 2021

s R H
Number of regional offices
REAHEIFTERT
Bl
Country/Territory 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

where the parent
company was located

HA 428 (18.3%) 421 (17.4%) 431 (17.3%) 427 (17.2%) 423 (17.0%)
Japan

EH 443 (18.9%) 434  (17.9%) 457 (184%) 408 (16.5%) 410  (16.5%)
United States of America

=Ry T PNpisil 196 (8.4%) 255 (10.5%) 303 (12.2%) 344 (13.9%) 377 (15.2%)
The mainland of China

HEE 221 (94%) 219 (9.0%) 206  (83%) 210  (8.5%) 208  (8.4%)
United Kingdom

et 140 (6.0%) 139 (57%) 152 (6.1%) 145  (5.8%) 147  (5.9%)
Germany

SEE 101 (43%) 119  (49%) 116  (4.7%) 114  (4.6%) 115  (4.6%)
France

L 109  (4.7%) 97  (4.0%) 92  (3.7%) 103 (42%) 101  (4.1%)
Taiwan

b 106  (45%) 106  (44%) 103  (4.1%) 95  (3.8%) 100  (4.0%)
Singapore

B 84  (3.6%) 83  (34%) 85  (34%) 92 (3.7%) 91  (3.7%)
Switzerland

= AF| 54 (23%) 62 (2.6%) 65  (26%) 63  (25%) 61  (2.5%)
Italy

el 56 (24%) 52 (2.1%) 5T (23%) 56 (23%) 5T (2.3%)
Netherlands

ezl e 48 (2.1%) 50 (2.1%) 54 (2.2%) 50 (2.0%) 54 (2.2%)
Australia

T 29 (12%) 30 (12%) 29  (12%) 38  (1.5%) 38  (1.5%)
Sweden

N 30 (13%) 33 (14%) 31 (12%) 29  (12%) 33  (1.3%)
Canada

B ] 47 (20%) 47 (19%) 47 (19%) 38  (15%) 33 (1.3%)
Korea

R () AtEPEER R - R AEIFTEAE R E e S —(E -
(2) FERARE ISR B ATt PSRV E ot -

Notes : (1) In the case of a joint-venture regional office, there may be more than one country/territory where its parent companies are located.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional offices.
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Table 3.2 Number of regional offices and number of persons engaged by size

of company, 2021
INEFE
(7 NBETE)
Size of company o
(in terms of number of PR R R H E AN
persons engaged) Number of regional offices Number of persons engaged *
<20 1 889 (76.1%) 10 000 (11.9%)
20-49 307 (12.4%) 9000 (11.0%)
50-99 128 (5.2%) 9000 (10.6%)
100 - 199 78 (3.1%) 11 000 (12.7%)
200 - 499 55 (2.2%) 17 000 (20.5%)
500 - 999 17 (0.7%) 12 000 (14.3%)
1 000 + 9 (0.4%) 16 000 (19.0%)
=t 2 483 (100.0%) 83 000 (100.0%)
Total

R 4 ARRBCEABIVESR IS A BT T 8 MIAEER o3 ELR AR EEIURE TE AR B R R -

Note : # Figures on persons engaged are rounded to the nearest thousand and the corresponding percentages are derived from unrounded

figures.
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Table 3.3 Number of regional offices by major line of business in Hong

Kong, 2021
TEA Y EEE S HE R R 8 H
Major line of business in Hong Kong Number of regional offices
HHOE S - it B EE 1319 (53.1%)
Import/export trade, wholesale and retail
B - BB B IR ZE 406 (16.4%)
Professional, business and education services
Rl RERTTIE 344 (13.9%)
Financing and banking
i~ B SR IR R 177 (7.1%)
Transportation, storage and courier services
F RS IR 5% 147 (5.9%)
Information technology services
Blyh2E 70 (2.8%)
Manufacturing
G 53 (2.1%)
Construction
AR ~ (BRI R 2 SRS 42 (1.7%)
Publishing, media and multi-media activities*
IrbaZE 39 (1.6%)
Insurance

BIfE ~ T BTG S8

Creative, performing arts and specialised design 31 (1.2%)
activities

HhESE 27 (1.1%)
Real estate

NERESENC R 3 AT AR R 35 R . L1%
Human health activities® and research and (1.1%)
development on natural sciences

EEHE 26 (1.0%)
Telecommunications

BEEORESE 15 (0.6%)

Restaurants and hotels

SR () M@ ER RS T R R
(2) FESRN VB B E N S SRR G T (2 483 ) PATMEAYE 3 EL -
# BIEHRUEE) Y - SR BT HBEEE) - $F RE RS ¢ DURET H mELR EREEE) -
@ CIEOR{E BRI -
Notes : (1) A regional office may be engaged in more than one major line of business.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional offices (2 483 companies).
# Including publishing activities; motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities; and programming and broadcasting activities.
@ Including healthcare and medical services.
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Table 3.4 Number of regional offices by major line of business of the

parent company, 2021
BEAE]HY EEE A #E
Major line of business & PR R R H
of the parent company Number of regional offices
HEHOES - 3 EEE 1104 (44.5%)
Import/export trade, wholesale and retail
BlyEE 843 (34.0%)
Manufacturing
Rl RERTTIE 326 (13.1%)
Financing and banking
B - R A AR E 274 (11.0%)
Professional, business and education services
i~ B[R SRR S 161 (6.5%)
Transportation, storage and courier services
Eal R RS2 158 (6.4%)
Information technology services
RS 66 (2.7%)
Construction
HEESE 55 (2.2%)
Real estate
IrbaE 47 (1.9%)
Insurance

NIRRIEEENC R H AR R AT 9 R
Human health activities® and research and
development on natural sciences

HHAR ~ RIS R S RS B 44 (1.8%)

Publishing, media and multi-media activities*

47 (1.9%)

EEE 39 (1.6%)
Telecommunications

BIME ~ T B Taa TS E

Creative, performing arts and specialised design 33 (1.4%)
activities
BERBESE 31 (1.2%)

Restaurants and hotels

R . () tENBEAEAZN AT - 1 FEA T ARSI EEEG A
(2) FESRN VB B E N S SRR G T (2 483 ) PATMEAYE 3 EL -
# BIEHRUEE) Y - SR BT HBEEE) - $F RE RS ¢ DURET H mELR EREEE) -
@ CIEOR{E BRI -
Notes : (1) A regional office may have more than one parent company. Besides, each parent company may be engaged in more than one
major line of business.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional offices (2 483 companies).
# Including publishing activities; motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities; and programming and broadcasting activities.
@ Including healthcare and medical services.
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Table 3.5 Number of regional offices by selected geographical responsibility in the

region (other than Hong Kong), 2017 to 2021

s R B H

Number of regional offices

RIS E (BEFRIN

Geographical responsibility 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
in the region (other than

Hong Kong)

Ff B A 3 1741 (744%) 1740 (718%) 1745 (70.1%) 1716 (69.2%) 1694 (68.2%)
The mainland of China

— EERE 630 (26.9%) 602 (24.8%) 608 (24.4%) 607  (24.5%) 623 (25.1%)
Guangdong Province only

— [ERERELIME 475 (20.3%) 469  (19.3%) 487  (19.6%) 475  (19.2%) 471  (19.0%)
Places other than Guangdong
Province onlyy

— EREERE MM 636  (27.2%) 669  (27.6%) 650  (26.1%) 634  (25.6%) 600  (24.2%)
Guangdong Province and other

places

Hrhnsz 645 (27.6%) 647  (26.7%) 640  (25.7%) 628  (253%) 647  (26.1%)
Singapore

= 617 (26.4%) 631  (26.0%) 628  (252%) 603  (243%) 605  (24.4%)
Taiwan

HA 486  (20.8%) 489  (202%) 501  (20.1%) 492  (19.8%) 481  (19.4%)
Japan

R 445 (19.0%) 445  (18.4%) 442  (178%) 428 (173%) 439  (17.7%)
Korea

s 364  (15.6%) 374  (154%) 387  (155%) 383  (154%) 391  (15.7%)
Vietnam

AP 342 (14.6%) 390  (16.1%) 419  (16.8%) 407  (164%) 380  (15.3%)
Macao

R 409 (17.5%) 405  (16.7%) 390  (15.7%) 368  (14.8%) 380  (15.3%)
Thailand

2R ER 393 (16.8%) 390  (16.1%) 383  (154%) 382  (154%) 374  (15.1%)
Malaysia

JEEE 327 (14.0%) 340  (14.0%) 328  (132%) 299  (12.1%) 315  (12.7%)
Philippines

ENfEfergnn 319 (13.6%) 327  (135%) 337  (13.5%) 310  (125%) 299  (12.0%)
Indonesia

BN 323 (13.8%) 329  (13.6%) 329  (132%) 302  (122%) 297  (12.0%)
India

RAF| R 264 (113%) 253  (104%) 236  (9.5%) 241 9.7%) 258  (10.4%)
Australia

HEE () MEPERE A E SN —E T HYSERS A
(2) FESRANRESE e @R R AR P AT SR E ot
Notes : (1)  Aregional office may be responsible for the business/operations in more than one place.
(2)  Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of regional offices.
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Table 4.1 Number of local offices by selected country/territory where the parent
company was located, 2017 to 2021

B R B H

Number of local offices

BEAFEFTER
K/ &
Country/Territory 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

where the parent
company was located

o [ER] A3t 914 (20.4%) 1139 (23.7%) 1280 (25.6%) 1404 (27.8%) 1451 (28.4%)
The mainland of China

H A 717  (16.0%) 728 (15.2%) 750 (15.0%) 745 (14.8%) 755 (14.8%)
Japan

EFH 587 (13.1%) 627 (13.1%) 609 (12.2%) 593 (11.8%) 603 (11.8%)
United States of America

TR 332 (74%) 356 (74%) 366 (7.3%) 324 (64%) 321 (6.3%)
United Kingdom

Hr 257  (5.7%) 275 (5.7%) 296 (59%) 312 (6.2%) 304 (6.0%)
Singapore

= 253 (5.7%) 252  (5.3%) 221 (4.4%) 226 (4.5%) 239 (4.7%)
Taiwan

i=1E| 155 (3.5%) 159 (3.3%) 171 (34%) 161 (32%) 184 (3.6%)
Germany

VB 161 (3.6%) 162 (3.4%) 159 (3.2%) 165 (3.3%) 165 (3.2%)
France

et 99 (2.2%) 98 (2.0%) 105 (2.1%) 106 (2.1%) 117 (2.3%)
Switzerland

a | 95 2.1%) 100 (2.1%) 106 (2.1%) 97 (1.9%) 102  (2.0%)
Netherlands

CEAE 94  (2.1%) 90 (1.9%) 95 (1.9%) 92 (1.8%) 90  (1.8%)
Korea

Ny g e 91 (2.0%) 87 (1.8%) 96 (1.9%) 85 (1.7%) 87 (1.7%)
Australia

=w.eill 67 (1.5%) 63 (1.3%) 72 (1.4%) 62 (1.2%) 76 (1.5%)
Italy

AP o 52 (1.2%) 43 (0.9%) 51 (1.0%) 50 (1.0%) 60 (1.2%)
Malaysia

EE 41 (0.9%) 42 (0.9%) 49 (1.0%) 50 (1.0%) 56 (1.1%)
India

R (1) AEHIREEER SR - R ATPTENER & S50 —(E -
(2) FESRARYB AL E SRR T AT O LE -

Notes : (1) In the case of a joint-venture local office, there may be more than one country/territory where its parent companies are located.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of local offices.
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Table 4.2 Number of local offices and number of persons engaged by size of

company, 2021
N E] R
AR ANEGETR)
Size of company - o
(in terms of number of Gk i{E| i IN
persons engaged) Number of local offices Number of persons engaged *
<20 3970 (77.7%) 17 000 (7.4%)
20 - 49 545 (10.7%) 17 000 (7.2%)
50 -99 258 (5.0%) 18 000 (7.9%)
100 - 199 171 (3.3%) 23 000 (10.2%)
200 - 499 90 (1.8%) 27 000 (11.8%)
500 - 999 44 (0.9%) 31 000 (13.5%)
1 000 + 31 (0.6%) 96 000 (41.9%)
dast 5109 (100.0%) 229 000 (100.0%)
Total

R # ARIEE AR RS A SRR T8 TARRERTE o bR RIS T ARV R R -

Note : # Figures on persons engaged are rounded to the nearest thousand and the corresponding percentages are derived from unrounded

figures.
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Table 4.3 Number of local offices by major line of business in Hong Kong,

2021
TEA Y EEE S HE EHREEE H
Major line of business in Hong Kong Number of local offices
HEHOES - 3 EEHE 2231 (43.7%)
Import/export trade, wholesale and retail
BRI 1124 (22.0%)
Financing and banking
B - BH MBS RIS E 740 (14.5%)
Professional, business and education services
i~ B SR IR R 361 (7.1%)
Transportation, storage and courier services
F RS IR 5% 229 (4.5%)
Information technology services
fEyite 2 127 (2.5%)
Construction
BlEZE 99 (1.9%)
Manufacturing
HhFESE 91 (1.8%)
Real estate
AR ~ (RIS B R B 78 (1.5%)
Publishing, media and multi-media activities”
Irbse 77 (1.5%)
Insurance

N EENC R 5 ARV R 38
Human health activities® and research and
development on natural sciences

BEEROBESE 67 (1.3%)

Restaurants and hotels

72 (1.4%)

EEHE 58 (1.1%)
Telecommunications

BIE ~ i P TR EE)
Creative, performing arts and specialised design
activities

s () EMEEARESN—IH TR
(2) FESRAHIE FHE R E B4R (5 109 ) TPATERYEEE -
# EEHOEE) B - SE G HREED) - 805 R hUEE) - DURET H R RS -
@ EFEORIE R BT -

Notes : (1) A local office may be engaged in more than one major line of business.

35 (0.7%)

(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of local offices (5 109 companies).

# Including publishing activities; motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities; and programming and broadcasting activities.
@ Including healthcare and medical services.
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Table 4.4 Number of local offices by major line of business of the parent

company, 2021
BEAE]HY EEE A #E
Major line of business BRI H
of the parent company Number of local offices
HEHOES - 3 EEE 1861 (36.4%)
Import/export trade, wholesale and retail
BlyEE 1384 (27.1%)
Manufacturing
Rl RERTTIE 1123 (22.0%)
Financing and banking
B - R A AR E 504 (9.9%)
Professional, business and education services
i~ B[R SRR S 373 (7.3%)
Transportation, storage and courier services
EENRH IR B2 263 (5.1%)
Information technology services
RS 177 (3.5%)
Construction
HEESE 150 (2.9%)
Real estate
IrbaE 114 (2.2%)
Insurance

NIRPREIEEN® B B AR RIS e 38 e

Human health activities® and research and 114 (2.2%)
development on natural sciences

BEEORESE 106 (2.1%)
Restaurants and hotels

AR ~ R R S RS ) 89 (1.7%)
Publishing, media and multi-media activities”

EEHE 73 (1.4%)
Telecommunications

I - S R PTG EE

BIE ~ FoEEsdiy i H P IestiaE) 37 (0.7%)

Creative, performing arts and specialised design
activities

R () EMIRSRETREA SN —HEAE - H > BRIEAF RS SN —IH R EEER -
(2) FESENAVE T HEAE E B IEAEET (S 109 ) FRTERYE L -
# EEHOEE) B - G EGET HREED) - 8055 R hUEE) © DURET H R RS -
@ EFEORIE R BT -
Notes : (1) A local office may have more than one parent company. Besides, each parent company may be engaged in more than one
major line of business.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the total number of local offices (5 109 companies).
# Including publishing activities; motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities; and programming and broadcasting activities.
@ Including healthcare and medical services.
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Table 5.1 Views on the importance of selected factors affecting the choice of a
location for setting up regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices

and Hong Kong’s favourableness in respect of these factors, 2021
(AFIFFSE )

(% of companies)

HENA IR
Hong Kong’s favourableness
BT

PSS Ranking of BRI EEhVA =l BERER
Factor importance Favourable Neutral Unfavourable No comment
FE BRI R ARAR A 1 63% 27% 1% 9%
Simple tax system and low tax rate
Bl B Hfta 2 48% 39% 3% 9%
Free flow of information
FEZHIBUR 3 42% 43% 5% 9%
Corruption-free government

ateE Rzt 4 26% 50% 14% 9%
Political stability and security
E AT 5 47% 39% 5% 9%
Free port status
Ea R B EETL 6 32% 49% 10% 9%
Rule of law and independent judiciary
BTHIEES 7 43% 44% 4% 9%
Productivity of staff
HELE 8 53% 36% 1% 9%
Geographical location
#EABIE AT 9 44% 44% 3% 9%
Access to international/ regional market
R~ R A 10 49% 39% 3% 9%
Communication, transport and other
infrastructure
B THYELIE R A 11 26% 52% 13% 9%
Availability and cost of staff
o 58 P B T R 12 47% 41% 3% 9%
Business opportunity in the mainland of
China
TR THIHLE K & 13 15% 45% 30% 9%
Availability and cost of business
accommodation
BIEEE 14 30% 54% 6% 9%
Environmental quality
JEFTH I R E 15 11% 45% 34% 9%
Auvailability and cost of residential
accommodation
B ERR B Y (L 16 21% 62% 7% 9%
Availability of international school
places

iR # EREEHEIEAY A EEEE A 16 THNRAVE MY - MIEHN R KPR A SRR et FS A -

Note : # Each responded company was asked to rate the importance of the above 16 factors and such information was then used to produce an overall
ranking for each factor.
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Table 5.2 Business plans in Hong Kong in the coming three years of regional
headquarters/regional offices/local offices, 2017 to 2021

ANEIFTEE T

% of companies

HEARR = ENAREBHZER T E]
Business plans in Hong Kong 2017
in the coming three years

2018 2019 2020 2021

ERAEEBNER 20% 21% 23% 15% 14%

Expand business in Hong Kong

e 57% 52% 52% 56% 59%
Remain unchanged

O 57 B A BT B A ZE TS 3% 2% 3% 4% 3%
B B

Phase out/Relocate outside Hong Kong
part or all of the business in Hong Kong

FETE 16% 19% 18% 21% 19%
Uncertain
BHEER 4% 6% 4%, 5% 6%

No comment

Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong
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Table 5.3 Specific issues which regional headquarters/regional offices/local
offices had raised for the attention of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government, 2017 to 2021

AFEIFTE E R
% of companies
HEiRt BASEH
Whether had raised 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

specific issues

At B sEg 8% 8% 10% 10% 8%
Having raised
specific issues

Pt R g FE IR

Specific issues raised

A e (9%) (8%) (30%) (37%) (25%)
Political problems

BT 1 (21%) (12%) (13%) (20%) (19%)

Government support

A LRIZHR (32%) (39%) (22%) (18%) (17%)
Staff and rental costs

H (58%) (58%) (52%) (43%) (58%)
Others

GHEER 92% 92% 90% 90% 92%
No comment

HEE (1) MBS S R TR 2 — T A S
(2) FESRARBEHEA R B R A TG E L -
Notes : (1) Aregional headquarters/regional office/local office may raise more than one specific issue.
(2) Figures in brackets denote the percentages in respect of the companies having raised specific issues.
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Means of Obtaining Publications
of the Census and Statistics Department

48 ik

M FE " LU B & 5t i & uh
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/tc/page 1273 .html)

NEEET T

BURF 4t 51 B T 9 i il 4

B 4est e A /DB NI A BN - TR
BEEEUF T Y E - AR A
ENRmIRR B FIERE - R ml B B ¥ i
Y EUFEE4ELE (www.bookstore.gov.hk) Z,
BRsS BT SesT i TV REH -

BURF&E T FIPI T R EH TR A R RV 1TEL
F&at i S STV EoRT SR - ftaaE &R -

Website

Users may download statistical publications
from the Census and Statistics Department
(C&SD) website (www.censtatd.gov.hk/tc/page
1273 .html).

Publications Unit of C&SD

A few ad hoc publications of C&SD are available
in print versions. These print versions are
available for purchase at the Publications Unit of
C&SD. Regarding the details of the ad hoc
publications with print versions, users may
browse through the Government Bookstore of
the Information Services Department
(www.bookstore.gov.hk)  or  contact  the
Publications Unit of C&SD.

The Publications Unit of C&SD also provides a
reading area where users may browse through the
latest issue of wvarious publications of the
department on display.

anlkZilas! H}izﬂﬂfﬂiﬂtﬁk% : The address of the Publications Unit is :
HAEETEEHE 12 97 19/F, Wanchai Tower,
VEF IR 19 18 12 Harbour Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.

B 1 (852) 2582 3025

1. : (852) 2582 3025

B SO E ¢ (852) 2827 1708 Fax : (852) 2827 1708
2] 8 R 75 Order service

BUF#taT A DB IR A ENRIRR - 7 BUA
oE R B BN FOJE M Uk
(www.bookstore.gov.hk) & - i ERJRA[{EEL
i & &t B 4 iAs
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/tc/page 705.html) T &

A few ad hoc publications of C&SD are available
in print versions and are offered for sale online at
the Government Bookstore of the Information
Services Department (www.bookstore.gov.hk).
A mail order form for ordering print versions of
publications is also available for
downloading on the website of the department

B > MRAH AR - A FEPTR (www.censtatd.gov.hk/tc/page 705.html).

FHHY 7 S B PR SR (O Completed form should be sent back together
with a cheque or bank draft covering all
necessary cost.

2021 5 HARIMEAE] -49 - Report on 2021 Annual Survey of Companies in Hong Kong

FYBEHE N S AR
ERRATHE BUFSETE

with Parent Companies Located outside Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



	Cover page
	Title page
	摘要
	Executive Summary
	1. 引言
	1. Introduction
	2. 地區總部
	2. Regional headquarters
	3. 地區辦事處
	3. Regional offices
	4. 當地辦事處
	4. Local offices
	5. 地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處的意見
	以香港作為設立地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處地點的吸引力
	未來三年內的業務計劃
	地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處所提出香港特別行政區政府應關注的具體事項

	5. Views of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices
	Attractiveness of Hong Kong as a location for setting up regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices
	Business plans in the coming three years
	Specific issues which regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices had raised for the attention of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government

	統計表
	1. 統計調查結果摘要
	1.1 2017 年至2021 年地區總部、地區辦事處及當地辦事處數目
	1.2 2017 年至2021 年就業於地區總部、地區辦事處及當地辦事處的人數
	1.3 2017 年至 2021 年按母公司所在的選定國家／地區劃分的地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處總數
	1.4 2021 年按公司規模劃分的地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處總數及就業人數
	1.5 2021 年按在香港的主要業務範圍劃分的地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處總數
	1.6 2021 年按母公司的主要業務範圍劃分的地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處總數

	2. 地區總部
	2.1 2017 年至 2021 年按母公司所在的選定國家／地區劃分的地區總部數目
	2.2 2021 年按公司規模劃分的地區總部數目及就業人數
	2.3 2021 年按在香港的主要業務範圍劃分的地區總部數目
	2.4 2021 年按母公司的主要業務範圍劃分的地區總部數目
	2.5 2017 年至 2021 年按區內選定地域責任 (香港除外) 劃分的地區總部數目

	3. 地區辦事處
	3.1 2017 年至2021 年按母公司所在的選定國家／地區劃分的地區辦事處數目
	3.2 2021 年按公司規模劃分的地區辦事處數目及就業人數
	3.3 2021 年按在香港的主要業務範圍劃分的地區辦事處數目
	3.4 2021 年按母公司的主要業務範圍劃分的地區辦事處數目
	3.5 2017 年至2021 年按區內選定地域責任 (香港除外) 劃分的地區辦事處數目

	4. 當地辦事處
	4.1 2017 年至2021 年按母公司所在的選定國家／地區劃分的當地辦事處數目
	4.2 2021 年按公司規模劃分的當地辦事處數目及就業人數
	4.3 2021 年按在香港的主要業務範圍劃分的當地辦事處數目
	4.4 2021 年按母公司的主要業務範圍劃分的當地辦事處數目

	5. 地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處的意見
	5.1 2021 年有關選擇設立地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處地點的選定因素的重要程度及香港就這些因素的有利程度的意見
	5.2 2017 年至 2021 年地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處在未來三年內有關香港的業務計劃
	5.3 2017 年至 2021 年地區總部／地區辦事處／當地辦事處所提出香港特別行政區政府應關注的具體事項


	Statistical Tables
	1. Summary results of the Survey
	1.1 Number of regional headquarters, regional offices and local offices, 2017 to 2021
	1.2 Number of persons engaged by regional headquarters, regional offices and local offices, 2017 to 2021
	1.3 Total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices by selected country/territory where the parent company was located, 2017 to 2021
	1.4 Total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices and number of persons engaged by size of company, 2021
	1.5 Total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices by major line of business in Hong Kong, 2021
	1.6 Total number of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices by major line of business of the parent company, 2021

	2. Regional headquarters
	2.1 Number of regional headquarters by selected country/territory where the parent company was located, 2017 to 2021
	2.2 Number of regional headquarters and number of persons engaged by size of company, 2021
	2.3 Number of regional headquarters by major line of business in Hong Kong, 2021
	2.4 Number of regional headquarters by major line of business of the parent company, 2021
	2.5 Number of regional headquarters by selected geographical responsibility in the region (other than Hong Kong), 2017 to 2021

	3. Regional offices
	3.1 Number of regional offices by selected country/territory where the parent company was located, 2017 to 2021
	3.2 Number of regional offices and number of persons engaged by size of company, 2021
	3.3 Number of regional offices by major line of business in Hong Kong, 2021
	3.4 Number of regional offices by major line of business of the parent company, 2021
	3.5 Number of regional offices by selected geographical responsibility in the region (other than Hong Kong), 2017 to 2021

	4. Local offices
	4.1 Number of local offices by selected country/territory where the parent company was located, 2017 to 2021
	4.2 Number of local offices and number of persons engaged by size of company, 2021
	4.3 Number of local offices by major line of business in Hong Kong, 2021
	4.4 Number of local offices by major line of business of the parent company, 2021

	5. Views of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices
	5.1 Views on the importance of selected factors affecting the choice of a location for setting up regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices and Hong Kong’s favourableness in respect of these factors, 2021
	5.2 Business plans in Hong Kong in the coming three years of regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices, 2017 to 2021
	5.3 Specific issues which regional headquarters/regional offices/local offices had raised for the attention of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government, 2017 to 2021


	獲取政府統計處刊物的方法
	Means of Obtaining Publicationsof the Census and Statistics Department

