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This report presents the major results
of the 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
(HES) and the main features of the
2019/20-based Consumer Price Indices (CPIs).

It is an established practice in Hong
Kong to conduct the HES once every 5 years to
collect up-to-date information on the expenditure
patterns of households. The information is
essential for updating the expenditure weights of
the CPIs, which are widely used by both the
government and private sector as an important
indicator of inflation or deflation faced by
consumers. A new round of the HES was
conducted by the Census and Statistics
Department from October 2019 to September
2020. Based on the survey results, the
2019/20-based Composite CPI, CPI(A), CPI(B)
and CPI(C) have been compiled.

The data obtained from the HES are
also useful for wvarious studies on the
consumption behaviour of households in Hong
Kong and the formulation of social and
economic policies by the government.

The successful completion of the HES
relied heavily on the co-operation of the
households sampled in the survey. I would like
to express my gratitude to all households who
had spent their time and effort in participating in
the HES.

Marion CHAN
Commissioner for Census and Statistics

June 2021
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FEGETEF
Key Statistics

(ENSSIERDS[:Fa

Average monthly household expenditure

2014/15 2019/20 ZapR (%)
(%) (%) Rate of change (%)
27,627 30,230 +9.4 [-1.6]
FHRE L BT F B AIG E IS SE B (R 1T B % -
Note: Figure in brackets refers to rate of change after discounting for price changes.

BAGHPIHXZ

Average monthly per capita expenditure

2014/15 2019/20 ZEpR (%)
® (&) Rate of change (%)
9,253 10,708 +15.7 [+4.0]
HEE BB B (BT E B R
Note: Figure in brackets refers to rate of change after discounting for price changes.

LL2019/205F BB BT M B VI E S BB b S HE

Expenditure ranges of 2019/20-based Consumer Price Index (CPI) series

EEES

Index series

3] <7 # ]
Expenditure range

HEUHEYIEIEE CPI(A)
ZIUHEETRE CPI(B)
PBUHE)ETEE CPI(C)
S HEY)EIEE. Composite CPI

$6,500 - $27,999
$28,000 - $48,499
$48,500 - $91,999
$6,500 - $91,999

HEEFHIRGTE R

Approximate % of households covered

50
30
10
90

& DR2014/155 RES K DL2019/204 R B IRV 47 S M B B R BRI BE SRR
Expenditure weights of 2014/15-based and 2019/20-based Composite CPI

P e B AR A 5 Commodity/service section 2(2 01/3/1 > 20 (10/90/)20*
Bih Food 27.29 27.41
SNHITRER S Meals out and takeaway food 17.74 17.05
PNy Basic food 9.55 10.36
FE Housing 34.29 40.25
B~ RR K Electricity, gas and water 2.67 2.82
JEE T Alcoholic drinks and tobacco 0.54 0.49
xE Clothing and footwear 3.21 2.42
[kl Durable goods 4.65 4.00
FEEY Miscellaneous goods 3.56 3.32
A3 Transport 7.98 6.17
HETEIR TS Miscellaneous services 15.81 13.12
L All sections 100.00 100.00

SERE S L2019204E 20T B RS E 5 % TR 2 E)201 9 it i 15

R o BT I B e

RIERTZLEREE > LR TR (5 BB FE 3805 5 [N (51 7 PR o] (2 i B A S T 5 2

Note: *

The weightings for the 2019/20-based CPls, which were severely affected by the COVID-19 epidemic, will be

reviewed and updated annually to ensure that major shifts in expenditure patterns caused by changing impacts
of the epidemic or resumption of normalcy can be timely taken into account in compiling the CPIs.

2019204 PR 4 st
BTN S RIS
EBGRITHE BUTGEHE
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Results of the 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
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Introduction

1.1 The Household Expenditure Survey
(HES) is conducted once every 5 years by the
Census and Statistics Department (C&SD) to
collect up-to-date information on the expenditure
patterns of households in Hong Kong for updating
the expenditure weights of the Consumer Price
Indices (CPIs).

1.2 The latest round of the HES was
conducted in 2019/20. The major results of the
survey and the main features of the 2019/20-based
CPI series are presented in Part I of this report.
Concepts and methods related to the CPI and the
HES are given in Part II.

1.3 Apart from providing the necessary data
for rebasing the CPIs, the results of the HES are
also useful for various other purposes. One
important application of the results is for
compiling estimates of certain components of
private consumption expenditure in the national
accounts. Besides, information collected in the
HES is useful in the formulation of social and
economic policies, conduct of market research
and studies on consumption behaviour, and
comparison of standard of living among different
economies.

Background

1.4 The first one of the kind of an HES was
conducted as early as in 1947 to collect
information on the expenditure patterns of
households in Hong Kong for compiling a Retail
Price Index which lasted for about 17 years.
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1.5 The first HES was conducted in
1963/64. Based on the expenditure pattern
derived, a series of General Consumer Price Index
and another series of Modified Consumer Price
Index were compiled.

1.6 The second HES was conducted in
1973/74, providing a basis for compiling the
Consumer Price Index (A) (CPI(A)) series, and
the Consumer Price Index (B) (CPI(B)) series,
which relate to households in the relatively low
and medium expenditure ranges respectively. It
was however considered that another index would
be useful to reflect price movements experienced
by households in the relatively high expenditure
range. At the invitation of the C&SD, Hang
Seng Bank agreed to compile such an index,
known as the Hang Seng CPI, and commissioned
the Hong Kong Productivity Centre to carry out a
separate HES for deriving the expenditure weights
of the Hang Seng CPI.

1.7 The practice of conducting a HES once
every 5 years to update the expenditure weights of
the CPIs was established since the 1979/80 round.
Nine rounds of the HES were carried out
accordingly in 1979/80, 1984/85, 1989/90,
1994/95, 1999/2000, 2004/05, 2009/10, 2014/15
and 2019/20 respectively. The first four rounds
of the survey were jointly conducted by the C&SD
and Hang Seng Bank. As the C&SD has taken
up the compilation of the Hang Seng CPI, which
has been renamed as Consumer Price Index (C)
(CPI(C)) since the reference month of July 1999,
from the 1999/2000 round onwards, the HES was
solely conducted by the C&SD.
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25l Bl TR LRI AT

1.8 72019/20 FA{E F B Z 48 ET
& DIt T e ERAETH
s HEA iR AE BT 13 005 (/=T 5L -
Hg 789 [HEFHRMEZEE ~ Jrbkeil
FEFTEIEERRR - NILERAANAA 12 216
(& ((LEEEY 94% ) B FHRYE T HAL -

1.9 HOFRA N EHSE TR S EE A

Analysis of response pattern

1.8 In the 2019/20 HES, a random sample
of 13 005 quarters was selected from the sampling
frame, which comprises a full list of addresses of
quarters in Hong Kong. Among these, 789
quarters were found to be vacant, demolished, or
not used for residential purpose. As a result,
12 216 (94% of total) eligible quarters remained
in the sample.

1.9 After excluding households which fell

LR WAL " 4R

outside the scope of the survey

Gt g rriERRE , B ﬁfﬁ H Eﬁfnse rate such as households receiving
PRSI ES R Comprehensive Social Security
ABHIER > 5 10 609 No. of Allowance or households that
[EEEENE %ﬁézﬁﬁi households % were absent from Hong Kong
HSFETRE - HEES | smps 10 609 1000 | during the survey reference
WY{FE P 5 7 056 | Eligible households period, 10609  domestic
EEF2BGEHEE © [ wrpes 77 6o | households were found eligible
12019/20 F{XFFASZ [Less  non-contacts for enumeration in the survey.
GiataiE ) AVAEIOIER SEE S 2286 515 | Of these eligible households, a
B 67%-° (BRIE1.1) refusals total of 7056 households
R 530 so | participated in the survey,
drop-outs giving an overall response rate
of 67% for the 2019/20 HES.
Fh afFEs 7056 66.5 (Box 1.1)
Equals co-operative
households

110 RIS 3553 (B{EFEAS
BTG S 737 (B S0
B4 - 2 286 (BI(ESIEB2T - & 530 (A
Pt o CERIE L)

FatHEER

111 17582401 ~ BB Rk
A R E B PR I (E P PR
BRI YIRS &R
HoHEETR (R1E14) N - F30E—
b F RS A SGS R AV R

2019/20 F(: RS &istHEE
REETHEYEEEEI
BHRNITHE BURSETHR

1.10 Of the 3 553 households in the sample
that did not participate in the survey, 737 were
non-contact cases, 2 286 were refusal cases and
530 were drop-out cases. (Box 1.1)

Survey findings

1.11 Detailed tables (Tables 1 to 14) showing
average expenditure patterns of households by
expenditure group, by commodity/service section
or group, and by major household characteristics
are given at the end of this report. A summary of
some of the major findings is given below.

7 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
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1.12 The data collection of the 2019/20 HES
was conducted from October 2019 to
September 2020, during which  consumer
behaviour was severely affected by the COVID-
19 epidemic and household spending on some
commodities/services should have deviated
significantly  from  those under normal
circumstances.  The household expenditure
figures of the 2019/20 HES should therefore be
carefully  interpreted, particularly = when
comparing them with the 2014/15 figures as the
differences are the combined results of normal
shifts in expenditure patterns over the 5-year
period, the special consumer behaviour under the
COVID-19 epidemic, as well as changing socio-
economic conditions of Hong Kong.

1.13 Particular caution should be exercised
when interpreting the shares of consumption
items among total expenditure under the COVID-
19 epidemic, which brought about the
unprecedented social distancing measures,
suspension of face-to-face learning, work from
home arrangements, etc. in the survey period.
When spending on items such as meals out,
entertainment, local and cross-boundary
transport, package tours, and clothing and
footwear was lowered to different extents due to
the epidemic, the shares of other items taking
largely a fixed cost of a household’s budget, such
as housing, would become relatively higher.
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Household expenditure (Tables 1 to 3)

1.14 Household expenditure refers to
consumption expenditure on commodities and
services, which also includes imputed expenditure
for commodities and services received as payment
in kind. For instance, in the case of employer-
subsidised, owner-occupied and rent-free
accommodations, despite the rent is not required
or not paid out in full actually, a rent is imputed to
these accommodations and included in the
household expenditure as housing cost.

1.15 During the survey period of the 2019/20
HES, the household expenditure was lowered by
a number of Government’s one-off relief
measures. These measures included the rates
concession (up to $1,500 per quarter) which was
effective during the whole survey period;
Government’s payment of public housing rentals
in January and July 2020; Government’s payment
of electricity charges allowance, of maximum
cumulative of $3,000”” and $2,000” provided
from January 2019 and January 2020 respectively;
and Government’s payment of examination fees
for school students sitting for 2020 Hong Kong
Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
(HKDSE). Household expenditure figures in
this report refer to the actual expenditure incurred
by households upon enjoying the above
mentioned waivers/concessions.

ZFE (1) B 2019 F 1 JTEE A EHIHE T+ T~
IR BB % 3,000 TTHIGFE S
7760 {7 7K -
(2) BORFHI 2020 £ 1 JTEEIAEHAE T EE
LTHE 2 a2 2,000 TCATRAS > 77
12 (R -

2019/20 F(E RS SistHE
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Notes: (1) The Government provided a maximum cumulative
relief" of $3,000 to each residential electricity
account over 60 months since January 2019.
(2) The Government provided a maximum cumulative
subsidy of $2,000 to each residential electricity
account over 12 months since January 2020.
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(BRE 1.2)
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1.16 On average, a household spent
$30,230®%) per month on food, consumer goods
and services in 2019/20, as compared to $27,627
in 2014/15 and $21,623 in 2009/10. Household
consumption expenditure was 9.4% and 39.8%
higher when compared with 2014/15 and 2009/10
respectively. The increase in average household
consumption expenditure over 5 years ago was
attributable mainly to the price inflation from
2014/15 t0 2019/20.  After discounting for price
changes, household consumption expenditure
decreased by 1.6% when compared with 2014/15
and increased by 1.1% when compared with
2009/10. The decrease in real terms in 2019/20
over 5 years earlier was related to the general
decrease in household size; while the impact of
the COVID-19 epidemic also contributed to the
decrease. (Box 1.2)

1.17 In accordance with the Ilatest
international guidelines regarding the treatment
for online purchases in the compilation of the CPI,
expenditure on online purchases from local and
non-local websites was included in the total
household expenditure in this round of the HES,
as long as the goods were delivered to and the
services were provided in Hong Kong. In
2019/20, out of the $30,230 average monthly
household expenditure, 3.3% (around $1,000)
involved online purchases. Among the various
commodity/service sections, online purchases
accounted for relatively larger proportions of
spending on clothing and footwear (13.8%),
durable goods (13.4%) and miscellaneous goods
(9.5%). As for food, the share of online
purchases were 3.9% for meals out and takeaway
food and 2.8% for basic food.

ZEFE - (3) SIGIFENF— KPR I T2 (£
7 201920 FEATEE ST FHIEE % 75
30,751 Jr -

2019/20 F(EER S &ta T
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Note:  (3) If the effects of Govermment’s one-off relief
measures were removed, average household
consumption expenditure in 2019/20 would be
330,751.
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1.18 FyREI =L O ESYNSIER S o]
= 0 1F 2014/15 71 2019/20 £EHY 5 £ERH
FFFT 15.7% > TfifE 2009/10 4EF1 2019/20
R 10 FERETRT_EFT 50.0% - FER(E RS2
Efil 2 R E R O SYN SIS RS S Lg%
5 ERIIEINT 4.0% o B 10 FERTRIE I T

1.18 Analysed on a per capita basis, there
was a 15.7% increase in the average monthly
expenditure in the 5-year period from 2014/15 to
2019/20 and a 50.0% increase in the 10-year
period from 2009/10 to 2019/20. After
discounting for price changes, the average

8.5% - (ERIE1.2) monthly per capita expenditure increased by 4.0%
in the past 5 years and 8.5% over the past 10 years.
(Box 1.2)
BRE 1.2 SFEEFAR - GRS HEESREAZHFE
Box 1.2 Average household size, average monthly household expenditure and average monthly
per capita expenditure
P TS
AL AL
NSSIEN=PN: 4] Average monthly Average monthly
Average household size household expenditure per capita expenditure
2009/10 3.0 $21,623 $7,137
2014/15 3.0 $27,627 $9,253
2019/20 2.8 $30,230 $10,708
B S ER
Rate of change in expenditure
2019/20 4F£E1 2014/15 FLEER +9.4% +15.7%
2019/20 compared with 2014/15 [-1.6%] [+4.0%]
2014/15 481 2009/10 FLEER +27.8% +29.6%
2014/15 compared with 2009/10 [+3.1%] [+4.6%]
2019/20 4£E 2009/10 LR +39.8% +50.0%
2019/20 compared with 2009/10 [+1.1%] [+8.5%]
FRE . TEINPHTEF A (B IS E B (R Y B )%
Note:  Figures in brackets refer to rates of change after discounting for price changes (in real terms).
201920 £ AR 4at#HE 11 2019/20 Houschold Expenditure Survey
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119 (EFFEZAYARITH - EFEH
BHSZEYES 10 & H 8 R 90 [EE 5y
fir#™ 7yl 9,200 STk 55,300 T » B
80% £ FEY & H Fil < £ 9,200 jT &
55,300 jtZfH - NEFRE - BBEEM
FAN 5 [ (7 89 1 JE B <2 & [ o7 A1) 2
5,200 jt & 26,700 jT ~ 15,000 jT &
43,200 JT A1 15,100 7T & 64,900 7T - FAA
Fe R FHIB SR B AN E R E R
REFRIRAE - (B 1)

1.19 As regards the distribution of household
expenditure, the 10th percentile® and the 90th
percentile®  of monthly expenditure of
households were $9,200 and $55,300 respectively.
Hence, 80% of households had their monthly
expenditure ranging from $9,200 to $55,300.
The corresponding ranges for households residing
in public, subsidised and private housing were
$5,200 to $26,700, $15,000 to $43,200 and
$15,100 to $64,900 respectively. A wider
expenditure range was observed for households
residing in private housing than those in public

and subsidised housing. (Chart 1)
: 3 K
1 7 (VFERAE (VEEEE BN ERFEARXXHIIN
Chart1 Distribution of monthly household expenditure by (i) household size
ii) type of housin
130,000 ( ) yp g
120,700
120,000
110,000
- 100,000
2 s00m0 5 90 {EH 53 ir ¥
= ’ 83,800 90th percentile
2 @ 80,000
# 2
B8 70,000 64.900 -
S 61,900
% g 60,000 55,300 RREIVE 4
ok 5 51,700 i
m . Median
@ %‘ 50,000 44,500 41300 | 22200 43,200
Eo 40,000 s - o
30,000 - 26,400 2490 11 [ 26,700 — 55 100 510 @ E 508
1, .
20,000 H 16,000 SR 21300 0o 10th percentile
10,000 00 15,100 15,000 15,100
o Lsoo0 #3% 9200 5.200
LA 2A 3N 4N SA 6N Hagy N =il LA
prd N BE BE =
1 2 3 4 5 6 persons Public Subsidised Private
person persons persons persons persons and over Overall housing housing housing
) (EF A (i) P
Household size Type of housing

ZFE (1) B 10 FEFIE 554 LK P 57
184 10%49(FFF]77HK - BEZ - 10%
AL PRI AT AE K 1T 90% 25
FIEAKF -

(5) 28 90 (EEAE 55 LK P <t
AT 10%H5(F S BT - a2 > 90%
HILE PR AR MEF BT i 10%72/5
FAEAL
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Notes: (4) The 10th percentile This is the expenditure level
which divides the lowest 10% of households from
the rest.  In other words, the expenditures of 10%
of households are below this level whereas the
expenditures of the other 90% of households are
above this level.

(5) The 90th percentile This is the expenditure level
which divides the highest 10% of households from
the rest.  In other words, the expenditures of 90%
of households are below this level whereas the
expenditures of the other 10% of households are
above this level.
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120 ZFE e e e AR s B E T Y
FRAS - AR KBTS &3S
(P SEBHSCHY 66% o HA (L@t TEERY
RS (14% ) FI2CHE (7%)  fE
HEIEEEAN (1% ) RS ~ WASR R K R
WIEHIELE RS 2% i FI 4 i S REE )
AYEEER ARG 4% - (18 2)

1.20 Regarding household expenditure by
commodity/service section, housing and food
together accounted for 66% of the total household
expenditure. The other sections with relatively
significant proportions were miscellaneous
services (14%) and transport (7%). A small
share was recorded for alcoholic drinks and
tobacco (1%), while electricity, gas and water, and
clothing and footwear each accounted for 2%:;
durable goods and miscellaneous goods each
accounted for 4%. (Chart 2)

0,
M) e
Miscellaneous goods
4%
it F# i
Durable goods
4%

R
Clothing and footwear
2%

JE R
Alcoholic drinks and
tobacco
1%

& 2 R B AR B A B R PR XX

Chart 2 Household expenditure by commodity/service section
i
Transport

BT~ BRRFK
Electricity, gas and

FETE RS

Miscellaneous services

Bin
Food
27%

water FE
2% Housing
39%
1.21 R YR EEE - BEESR 1.21 It is observed that the relative

EEEE A S )N « Ui B S 4O A
Banf B S EEBIE S —(E Ui FA 2 &H Bl
& 42% > WA B VU(E U 73 B s &E A
HY 22% Fyie » BT ~ PRSARBOKAVEERT > TR
AEDRERS - (B 3)

importance of food was smaller for households
with higher total expenditure. =~ When analysed
by quartile expenditure group®, the expenditure
share of food was 42% in the first quartile
expenditure group, which was considerably larger
than the 22% in the fourth quartile expenditure
group. Similar phenomenon was observed for
electricity, gas and water. (Chart 3)

AFE . (6) G URIEHE  HLEHZHT KT FFHE
JEFEGE 77 23V » i K P 18 25%
RS 3 BT 25%(FFEE—

& JEILETE -

2019/20 F(E RS SistHE
REETHEYEEEEIN
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Note:  (6) Quartile expenditure groups These are the four
groups of households that have been equally
divided based on expenditure level — the group of
25% of households having the lowest expenditure

levels; the group of the next 25%; etc.
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1.22 EEEEAE  4E5H Ay
FERRNFEZELEER A - HIMN AR &
SNEAE B A R TSR EEEEAIFE A - 56
=~ = R D@ o fir b S 4B B E FAE
A A BE R YNE T THEIEFSZ > Al &
LEBAST 1Y 54% ~ 58% ~ 63% K 66% ©

—_ N

(& 3 &ERE 1.3)

1.22 It is noted that while the share of food
in total household expenditure was larger for
households with lower total expenditure, the
opposite was true for the share of meals out and
takeaway food within the food section. The
percentage shares of expenditure on meals out and
takeaway food for the first, second, third and
fourth quartile expenditure groups were 54%,
58%, 63% and 66% of total food expenditure

respectively. (Chart 3 and Box 1.3)
= v =1
3 FEVU 73 B SRR A& o O P B SRR
Chart3 Household expenditure patterns by quartile expenditure group
[ 1 s
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BRIE 1.3 ok 4ERE SR L B3tk
Box 1.3 Percentage of expenditure on food by quartile expenditure group
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The lowest 25%  The second 25%  The third 25%  The highest 25% Overall
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
SN RS R ANE 54 58 63 66 62
Meals out and
takeaway food

HoR& 5 46 42 37 34 38
Basic food
B 100 100 100 100 100
Food
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Fef = VU7 L B SZ 4 Bl TP AR SRS - £
{18 £ (R HY U o3z Br S 4H A1 o PR EAEIE] -
(EE AT GBS ELBIAE e (U 53 fir i s 21
BUPAHAIER - £S5 E U a2 &H Bl
Al o B E IR A DY o3 i FE S 4H A
WEFZERBIFELNE FEHEE—
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1.23 The expenditure shares of clothing and
footwear, durable goods and miscellaneous
services, however, increased generally from the
lower quartile expenditure groups to the higher
quartile expenditure groups. The expenditure
share on miscellaneous goods was broadly similar
in all quartile expenditure groups. The
expenditure share on transport was relatively
higher for the highest quartile expenditure group
but broadly similar in the two lowest quartile
expenditure groups. As for housing, the
expenditure share was relatively lower for the
lowest quartile expenditure group, but relatively
higher in the 2nd quartile expenditure group. It
was mainly attributable to the lower housing
expenditure of the lowest quartile expenditure
group, resulting from the effect of one-off relief
measures, such as Government’s payment of
public housing rentals. (Chart 3)
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BB THIE SRR (£4)

1.24 METAESERER - BEEEE 1.24 The survey
BHIEFON (e 14 epmmmmseF st
< (FHHE |Box 1.4 Percentage of households by type of housing
59 0 R NEEE WHEE RARE FHRE
41,263 JT )2 8 Public  Subsidised Private All
&L AF JLHE housing  housing  housing  housing
(27,552 70) |=me 14% 11% 75% 100%
) a Hr 5 | Hong Kong Island
(28981 78) | 32% 12% 56% 100%
E/‘]{E)E‘r%_ ’ jE Kowloon
HETEEE |gn 26% 19% 55% 100%
HHEYFE S, © 8 |New Territories
SRR yagy 27% 16% 58% 100%
EEBIEVBRE | Gveral - - : -
FREEELA

PR - 1A BRI RS P T URE R

area (Table 4)

Household expenditure patterns by geographical

results showed that
households residing on
Hong Kong Island had a
higher level of spending
(average monthly at
$41,263) than households

residing in Kowloon
($27,552) and the New
Territories  ($28,981),
particularly  for  the

spending on housing.
This could be partly
explained by the fact that
a larger proportion of
households on Hong

Kong Island resided in private housing where the

He o (BRE14 KE4) housing costs were on average higher than those
in Kowloon and the New Territories.
(Box 1.4 and Chart 4)
4 P B o B P B S
Chart 4 Household expenditure patterns by geographical area
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1.25 Households residing on Hong Kong
Island spent a smaller proportion of their
expenditure on food than households residing in
other areas. (Chart 4)

Household expenditure patterns by type of
housing (Table 5)

1.26 Households in public housing spent a
higher proportion of their expenditure on food and
a much smaller proportion on housing than those
in subsidised and private housing. This could
partly be explained by the fact that households in
public housing normally paid a rent lower than
that of households in subsidised and private
housing. Moreover, the one-off relief measures
related to housing expenditure implemented
during the survey period, such as rates concession
and Government’s payment of public housing
rentals, had a larger alleviating impact on the
households in public housing.  During the
survey period, households in public housing spent
on average $1,777 a month on housing, whereas
the amounts spent by households in subsidised
and private housing were $11,184 and $16,670
respectively. (Box 1.5)

1.27 The survey results also showed that the
average total household expenditure for
households in public housing ($15,018) was 46%
and 60% lower than that for households in
subsidised housing ($27,631) and private housing
($37,895) respectively. However, the levels of
expenditure on food for households in different
types of housing were more comparable. The
amount of average monthly expenditure on food
for households in public housing was $7,080,
while those for households in subsidised and
private housing were $7,821 and $8,654
respectively. (Box 1.5)
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Box 1.5 Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section by type of housing
NEFRE ‘IR VNG
Public housing Subsidised housing Private housing
® (%) ®) (%) &) (%)
B 7,080 47 7,821 28 8,654 23
Food
SER S B 4,268 28 4,745 17 5,482 14
Meals out and
takeaway food
A B 2,812 19 3,076 11 3,172 8
Basic food
B 1,777 12 11,184 40 16,670 44
Housing
il 1,037 7 1,616 6 2,601 7
Transport
HETEAR S 2,185 15 3,343 12 5,451 14
Miscellaneous services
HAr 2,939 20 3,666 13 4,520 12
Others
P s e R B 1l 15,018 100 27,631 100 37,895 100
All commodity/service sections
1.28 EIERE e RS (ENE R 1.28 Among the nine commodity/service

B (B S KL IO > $BIR
RS it ~ RREIRES ~ R RS
I BRI A B E E T 2 HUR D B
B - A BB RACE - Ll
S 152 R R 5 B S BT 80%
S B R R P IR R R 5 4 Bl 4
B 7%, 88% o (EEIE 1.5)
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sections, the top four with the largest expenditure
shares, in descending order, were food,
miscellaneous services, housing and transport for
households in public housing; and housing, food,
miscellaneous  services and transport for
households in subsidised and private housing.
The share of total expenditure accounted for by
these four components was 80% for households
residing in public housing, and was 87% and 88%
for those residing in subsidised housing and
private housing respectively. (Box 1.5)
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Household expenditure patterns by tenure of
accommodation (Table 6)

1.29 Chart 5 shows the expenditure patterns
of households residing in subsidised and private
housing by type of tenure of accommodation.
The households whose accommodations were
provided by employers had the highest average

21% - (& S5) household expenditure, followed by sole tenants
and owner-occupiers. The average expenditure
of the households whose accommodations were
provided by employers was about 21% higher
than that of sole tenant. (Chart 5)

= b B
5 P E [ AT (AR B A E P B S
Chart 5 Household expenditure patterns by selected tenure of
accommodation
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Less than 0.5%.
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Household expenditure patterns by household
size (Tables 7 to 8)

1.30 It is obvious that household expenditure
generally increased with the size of household.
The survey results revealed that as household size
increased, the proportions of expenditure spent on
miscellaneous services were generally larger
whereas that on housing was smaller.  For
households with 4 persons, the proportion of
expenditure on miscellaneous services was about
twice that for one-person households. The larger
expenditure share was mainly due to more
expenditure on school fees and household
services. (Chart 6)

1.31 Food and housing comprised the two
largest shares of total household expenditure
irrespective of household size. The total
proportion spent on these two components
decreased from 74% for one-person households to

60% for households with 6 persons or more.
(Chart 6)

1.32 It is also noted that one-person
households spent 68% of their food expenditure
on meals out and takeaway food; while the
corresponding proportion for households with 2
persons or more ranged from 59% to 63%. This
indicated that smaller households had a higher
tendency to dine out than larger households.

1.33 While total household expenditure
increased as household size increased, the average
amount of spending per person generally
decreased as household size increased. This was
observed for the overall expenditure as well as
expenditure on most of the commodity/service
sections. The extent of decrease in per capita
spending as household size increased differed
across sections. For instance, the rate of
decrease in the amount of spending on housing
was quite high. Such phenomenon could partly
be explained by the different extents of economy
of scale in the consumption of different
commodities/services as  household  size
increased. (Box 1.6)
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Chart 6 Household expenditure patterns by household size
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Box 1.6 Average monthly per capita expenditure by commodity/service section by household size
A P ek
B liFaez eyl
BRAFK peENi K& All
Electricity, ~Alcoholic ~ Clothing iF#I&:  HEYIS HMIERTS  commodity/
IEI=PN: § B F=E gas and drinks and and Durable Miscellaneous ] Miscellaneous service
Household size  Food  Housing water tobacco  footwear  goods goods Transport services sections
$) $) $) $) $) $) $) $) $) $)
1A 4,171 9,263 298 112 442 926 661 752 1,460 18,086
1 person
2FE3 A 3,074 4,572 253 59 272 463 375 673 1,281 11,022
2 to 3 persons
4E5 A 2,524 3,184 229 44 240 423 346 773 1,688 9,450
4 to 5 persons
6 AKDLE 2,409 3,109 223 53 201 302 297 693 1,931 9,220
6 persons and
over
5L 2,872 4,203 244 56 265 465 376 720 1,508 10,708
Overall
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Household expenditure patterns by household
composition (Table 9)

1.34 When analysing household expenditure
by household composition, it is observed that one-
person households had somewhat different
expenditure patterns compared with other types of
households.  They generally spent a smaller
share of their total expenditure on miscellaneous
services than the nuclear family households.
(Box 1.7)

BRE 1.7 B RS R e R A & B S L E
Box 1.7 Household expenditure shares by commodity/service section by selected household composition
g K SO RER B
RIS T ZLFTAHRL RIS T LCFTAHRL
BAER SRS/ Composed of Composed of
One-person Composed of couple and lone parent and
households couple unmarried children unmarried children
B 23% 25% 27% 30%
Food
SNHITER IV E 16% 15% 16% 18%
Meals out and
takeaway food
HA B 7% 9% 10% 11%
Basic food
FE 51% 48% 35% 38%
Housing
3] 4% 6% 8% 5%
Transport
HETER S 8% 10% 17% 13%
Miscellaneous services
HAth, 13% 12% 14% 13%
Others
FiTE Fe i B R S 5 ) 100% 100% 100% 100%
All commodity/service
sections

1.35 EZOLREEFS > ARETXL
IFEEEFER L E - SRS T
EF/N - K > ARG FLHEFIE S
FOHETEAR BB 2 LR EE o SRS T2
FERELK (BRE1LT7)
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1.35 Among the nuclear family households,
the expenditure share on housing for households
with unmarried child(ren) was smaller than those
without unmarried children. On the contrary,
the expenditure shares on food and miscellaneous
services were larger for households with unmarried
child(ren) than those without unmarried children.
(Box 1.7)
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Household expenditure patterns by number of
earners and ratio of the number of non-earners
to the number of earners (Tables 10 to 11)

1.36 It can be observed that household
expenditure generally increased as the number of
earners in a household increased but decreased as
the ratio of the number of non-earners to the
number of earners increased. Households with a
larger number of earners generally spent a higher

([& 7 feliEl 8)

percentage of total expenditure on transport and
miscellaneous services, and a lower proportion on
housing. (Chart 7 and Chart 8)

= S -t
7 AW AR E ABETHIFEFR S ER
Chart 7 Household expenditure patterns by number of earners
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1.37 It is observed that for households with a
higher ratio of the number of non-earners to the
number of earners, expenditure share of housing
was generally higher. (Chart 8)

§ LFA0.5%
Less than 0.5%.
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Chart 8 Household expenditure patterns by ratio of the number of non-
earners to the number of earners
35,000 o U] s
32,335 .
30,885 Miscellaneous
30,000 | 14% 16% 29,579 services
y/ 8% o 4 1% W =i
s A :f V 7 A% /6% L /4713] Transport
%6 25,000 1 ~‘\\\/ 3% 4% ,/Z{/ sz /// / 4% HETE
@ g K;Z’ NN\ TZ" N 6,2% \‘\\\?2% 20308 Miscellaneous goods
o 6 b S § } 10% <
#0 g 20,000 |- 2, N -\3\% o\
N 5 FEE A% Durable goods
DIE % \‘3%
oo, 15000 e | Il wE
BE 38% 36% o 36% y Clothing and
= 2%
é footwear
10,000 | s | M seeoms
Alcoholic drinks and
5000 | tobacco
27% 27% 28% 28% 24% B @ sk
Electricity, gas and
0 water
0% to<l 1% to<2 2% t0<3 3% to<4 4 Jb B e
4 and over Housing
. - . B e
il PNTA=PN i ST PNEI= PN e Food

Ratio of the number of non-earners to the number of earners

LS B3 57 B HIE P TR
(#12)

138 FEREFES - FHEFEL
EH (53,434 7o) BE SN HASRHI(E
7o BEEAMUERR O FAEEL - BB
eI ST AG SRR SZ I EE BB - 1
FA 77 it 3 T B B S e 1 B R B AT — ke
Ko (B9

2019/20 F(EER S &ta T
REETHEYEEEE
BHRRATHE BIRSTERE

24

Household expenditure patterns by activity
status of household head (Table 12)

1.38 Households of which the head was an
employer spent significantly more per month in
absolute terms ($53,434) than other categories of
households. = Compared with the latter, they
spent lower percentage of their expenditure on
food but generally higher proportions of
expenditure on durable goods. (Chart 9)
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Household expenditure patterns by
Classification of Individual Consumption

According to Purpose (COICOP) (Table 14)

1.39 COICOP 1is a major international
classification ~ for  classifying  individual
consumption commodities and services and
facilitating  inter-economy  comparison  of
household expenditure pattern. Table 14 shows
the consumption expenditures incurred by
households based on this classification.
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Reliability of sample estimates

1.40 The HES was conducted on a
scientifically selected sample. Results of the
HES are subject to sampling errors, which refer to
the variability among estimates from different
samples of the population which can be drawn
with a given sampling design. In general, the
magnitude of sampling errors depends on the
sampling method and the sample size. Estimates
of finer breakdowns of commodities/services or
estimates relating to small groups of households
(e.g. one-person households) are subject to
relatively large sampling errors. Details of the
method used in estimating the sampling errors for
household expenditures and expenditure shares
obtained from the HES are described in

Appendix 4.

1.41 The estimated relative standard errors”
for expenditure shares of individual commodity/
service sections for households covered by the
Composite CPI were generally less than 5% of the
estimates. Among the various
commodity/service sections, the relative standard
errors were relatively low for food, electricity, gas
and water as well as housing. (Box 1.8)

FFE . (7) WHERERE R AT

H -

201920 SEEFR ST RE
K ERDHEYBEEEN
FHRIHTEE BUTSGETR

Note:  (7) Relative standard errors  The ratio of the
sampling error to the sample estimate.
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ZRIE 1.8 SREHEYEEEES SR e ARG AR X LhE AU SRR E
Box 1.8 Relative standard errors for expenditure shares of individual commodity/service sections
for Composite CPI households
P B RS A5 MHEHRAE R
Commodity/service section Relative standard error
(%)
B 0.89
Food
SPTIER I E 1.29
Meals out and takeaway food
PNy 0.78
Basic food
FE 0.71
Housing
B~ R FOK 0.95
Electricity, gas and water
T 8.06
Alcoholic drinks and tobacco
W 5.31
Clothing and footwear
MR F 42 2.11
Durable goods
HETRY) i 221
Miscellaneous goods
24 2.55
Transport
Rk 2.06
Miscellaneous services
1.42 TR R Eh R - B 1.42 Another type of error is non-sampling

s 7= B EAE = Y & PR Al REH B -
PUENRRENRNARS - BfRZahE6h
%~ FREEECRRERAEIEREERL > DU T
TEANSFEECEE R ~ Gt AIpE B R Y
$EE o IR R IREEREEHY - RD
RN ER S BUNSGETIRAE &
BHESER R E AR T - ST JaH BRI
FREMEARET  WERHE(EZ - 2
K ERE R E B AR E I -
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errors, which may exist even in a complete census.
Such errors can be attributed to many sources
including non-response, unwillingness or inability
of respondents to provide correct information, and
errors in recording, coding and processing the
data.  Non-sampling errors are difficult to
measure. In order to minimise both sampling
and non-sampling errors, every effort was made to
devise and implement an efficient sample design,
to adopt proper methods of handling non-response
and to take tight quality control measures in the
data collection and data processing stages.
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The Rebased Series of Consumer Price Indices
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Introduction

2.1 The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is an
important economic indicator for measuring
inflation affecting households. The basket of
goods and services and the expenditure weights
used in compiling the CPI have to be updated
regularly to ensure that the index can reflect
consumer price changes adequately. The
Household Expenditure Survey (HES) provides
essential inputs for updating the above
parameters of the CPI. The technical details on
the computation formula for the CPI are given in

Appendix 1.

2.2 In Hong Kong, the rebasing of the CPI
and the updating of its weights are normally
carried out once every 5 years. This practice
conforms to international standards. The need
for updating the CPI arises because the
expenditure patterns of households change
gradually over time due to changes in the income
level and socio-economic characteristics of the
households, emergence of new items of
consumer goods and services, as well as changes
in consumer life styles, preferences and market
trends. However, since consumer behaviour
was severely affected by the
COVID-19 epidemic in the latest CPI base
period from October 2019 to September 2020,
special reviews will be conducted annually to
update the expenditure weights before the next
round of full-scale rebasing exercise in
2024/25 (see paragraphs 3.6 and 3.7 for details).
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2.3 H4REIDL 1979/80 4F By EHARYY
EYMEIRRET DA » B - ZB P
(HITE T EHAHEYEIRE ) THEYEE
Y0 HE - #ERE T EEREY
GETIRE ) FTSMERR Y EH oA
EEE o By TR EIRFEARIHE B IRy ]
EetE - DL 2019/20 G A AE AR TR
ElE3iOpaprs bacba:E e
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Expenditure ranges of the 2019/20-based
CPlIs

2.3 Starting from the 1979/80-based CPI
series, the expenditure ranges of the CPI(A),
CPI(B) and CPI(C) (previously known as Hang
Seng CPI) series were defined in terms of the
percentage distribution of households by
expenditure which was derived from the HES.
To maintain the comparability of the various
index series over time, the same basis of
demarcation was retained in determining the
expenditure by ranges of the 2019/20-based
series.

2.4 In the 2019/20-based CPI series, the
CPI(A) continues to relate to about 50% of
households in the relatively low expenditure

2202049 H R 21 . range, which had an
, - [BRHE 2. Bz B B S
Wit > & HHY Box 2.1 Expenditure ranges of different CPIs average‘ monthly
55 BE 2 AE i (0104 10 £ e expenditure of $6,500 -
o 5] S Hil iy ;
6,500 T ES) 0020 £ 0 B BIAIE S $27,999 during the base
27,999 T -~ EEEHFHEY) Approximate period of October 2019
RS Z kE N Expenditure range pegcentelllgelzdof to  September  2020.
e ; (monthly household ouseholds
l‘ﬁ”ﬁ?ﬁ%&\ J i el expenditure during covered The CPI(B) relates to
F Y # EF 1Y | Index series Oct 2019 - Sep 2020) (%) the next 30% of
0/ EE P .

Al Erem— 6,500 - $27,999 50 houscholds i __ the
SCHEE M E | cp(a) medium  expenditure
Z ,2(%9%2252 ZEHEI 28,000 - $48,499 30 range, which had o

CPI(B) average monthly
GiENESIERB=) PSS B $48,500 - $91,999 10 expenditure of
X FE |cPI©) $28,000 - $48,499 in
28,000 T & |seommyiEs $6,500 - $91,999 90 2019/20. The CPI(C)
48,499 T 2 | Composite CPI relates to the next 10%
[ o PR E of households in the

VIETEE ) WRNEEED 10%ER S5
HWENEE > BREPEE—EEHNNE
HEHEBE AF 48,500 JTE 91,999 T [ -
AN > BURSETIEIMEE R - 2B AN
KM EYMEE R E NI ATE (£ P RS 5
SRS REL—IE T AEEHEYIERRE
BEEFNEHEERTE 6,500 TE
91,999 7tz fil - (CERHE 2.1)
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relatively high expenditure range, which had an
average monthly expenditure of $48,500 -
$91,999 in the same base period. In addition, a
Composite CPI is also compiled based on the
aggregate expenditure pattern of all of the
households covered by the CPI(A), CPI(B) and

CPI(C), which had an average monthly
expenditure of $6,500 - $91,999. (Box 2.1)
30 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey

and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



HATAMIR A Y E R

The Rebased Series of Consumer Price Indices

HBEEREBT ERRRIEE)

2.5 EETRIEEES > BUFSaT
BE IR H B VB T 80 0 8 L 4R E i
B o —EbAH I M ERTE A Bidn s o
G TRk 2 0 P o B AR S 4R R 4 B ER DA
2014/15 4F RHFELEAR S EYIEIEREE
94 18 - /D E DL 2019/20 4 Ry EL AR JEE
Y E S ey 88 TH o Mgk 2 #A
2019/20 4EEL 2014/15 FESMEYEISEIT
SRS -

HEVERER " ET ) BEET

2.6 BUFSaT AR R ©2019/20 HF(E
FRSZERETE ) VSR - K — AR
AT HIH i i R B H AR BE &
P > SO bl B A A N A R R i B
AR MR o AR & B 1 P o S IR 55
HH B faRaR EREERS - REVHEES K
PR - S5— 7 > —EEIH HANE Tk
HEEM R RREEREE - AleE T3
Ak ©

BL 2019/20 £ RHERACHEY)ETS
B SRS

2.7 B4R £ EARE 2019/20 4
EEZHTHE | SR REETHE
B PE 51 P e RIS B B S S - FEE
TERTREE AR T > FIFHZR B HAM 122k
JRAVERIERL » #2% 72019/20 £ FFH
AR BVAER ) WEH A E YRS
DGR HE Y EE B RS > FREMEE
B B B -

2019/20 LR SR 4R A
K EEDHE BB
BARITRE BUNGETE

Some changes in the classification
framework of the CPI

2.5 The CPI classification was also reviewed
in this rebasing exercise. Certain groups had been
reclassified and/or renamed. The total number of
commodity/service groups reduced from 94 in the
2014/15-based CPI series to 88 in the 2019/20-based
CPI series. Concordances of the CPI classification
between 2019/20 and 2014/15 are given in

Appendix 2.

Updating of the CPI basket

2.6 Based on the results of the
2019/20 HES, certain new items of goods and
services with increasing popularity were added to
the CPI basket while some obsolete items which
had become insignificant were deleted from the
basket. Items of goods and services added to
the basket included online storage service,
sterilisation and disinfection spray, and okra, etc.
Meanwhile, items such as electronic dictionary,
book rental fee and long distance telephone call
service charge were removed from the basket.

Expenditure weights of the 2019/20-
based CPI series

2.7 A new set of expenditure weights was
derived for individual commodity/service items
in the CPI basket mainly based on the results of
the 2019/20 HES. In the process of deriving the
new expenditure weights, the results of the
2019/20 HES were cross-checked with relevant
data  from other independent sources.
Adjustments were made where appropriate to
ensure that the expenditure weights of the CPIs
would reflect household consumption patterns
more realistically.
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2.8 During the survey period, household
expenditures were affected by various
Government’s one-off relief measures, namely
electricity charges allowance, waiver of public
housing rentals, rates concession and waiver of
examination fees. Since the impact of these
measures on household expenditure was
considered temporary, adjustments were made to
net out the impact of these measures when
deriving the new set of expenditure weights.

2.9 Household expenditures during the
survey period were also affected by the impacts
of COVID-19. Please see paragraphs 3.6 and
3.7 for details.

Changes in expenditure
between 2014/15 and 2019/20

patterns

2.10 The expenditure weights of the CPI of
individual commodity/service sections refer to
their relative proportions or importance in the
overall household expenditure, which will
change as a result of changes in prices and in
consumption quantities. As prices and income
levels have generally increased in these 5 years,
there were general increases in household
consumption expenditure on individual consumer
items. However, because the rates of increase
in spending of individual items are different, the
degree and direction of changes in individual
expenditure weight may be different from the
changes in expenditure levels. The following
analysis on CPI expenditure weights refers to the
changes in the relative proportions of individual
items in the overall household expenditure.
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2.11 Compared with the expenditure weights
for the 2014/15-based CPIs, the expenditure weights
of housing increased in all the CPIs; whereas the
expenditure weights of clothing and footwear,
durable goods, transport and miscellaneous
services declined in all the CPIs. This was
probably because housing was largely a fixed
cost of a household’s budget, while spending on
the other items was reduced due to social
distancing measures, suspension of face-to-face
learning, work from home arrangements, etc.
which were implemented in 2019/20 to reduce
the risk of the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
As for other commodity/service sections, the
expenditure weights in different CPIs did not
change in the same direction. Detailed analyses
of the changes in the weighting patterns of the
CPIs between 2014/15 and 2019/20 are presented
below. (Box2.2)

Food

2.12 The expenditure weight of meals out
and takeaway food, which accounts for a
dominant share of the food section, decreased by
0.61 to 2.12 percentage points in the Composite
CPI, CPI(A) and CPI(B), largely reflecting
households were eating out less during the
COVID-19 epidemic. The corresponding
expenditure weight in the CPI(C) increased by
0.57 percentage point. The decrease in
expenditure weight of meals out and takeaway
food in the CPI(A) and CPI(B) mainly noted in
Cantonese restaurants, while the increase in the
CPI(C) mainly noted in Hong Kong style tea
cafés and stalls.

2.13 As for basic food, the weight increased
by 0.46 to 1.11 percentage points in all the CPlIs.

2.14 On the whole, the expenditure weight
of food increased by 0.12, 0.50 and
1.04 percentage points in the Composite CPI,
CPI(B) and CPI(C) respectively, but decreased
by 1.66 percentage points in the CPI(A).
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EORIE 2.2 LA 2014/15 S REHAR DL 2019/20 42 R B HAR S E Y E TS BBH TR
Box 2.2 Expenditure weights of the 2014/15-based and 2019/20-based CPIs
GEDHEYEREE  FECHEMEREE JEUHEWERR NEUHEWIERER
o 1 o e Composite CPI CPI(A) CPI(B) CPI(C)
Commodity/service section 2014/15  2019/20 2014/15 2019/20 2014/15 2019/20 2014/15 2019/20
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Bin 27.29 27.41 34.37 32.71 26.26 26.76 20.85 21.89
Food
SHIORER S B 17.74 17.05 20.99 18.87 17.88 17.27 13.98 14.55
Meals out and takeaway food
BN 9.55 10.36 13.38 13.84 8.38 9.49 6.87 7.34
Basic food
B 34.29 40.25 33.77 40.46 35.24 40.77 33.60 39.24
Housing
BT~ REFK 2.67 2.82 3.85 3.85 2.38 2.57 1.76 1.92
Electricity, gas and water
I 0.54 0.49 0.75 0.76 0.57 0.41 0.26 0.27
Alcoholic drinks and
tobacco
KIE 3.21 242 2.57 1.78 3.26 2.51 3.88 3.08
Clothing and footwear
i FA A7t 4.65 4.00 3.41 3.29 5.03 3.94 5.53 4.97
Durable goods
R 3.56 3.32 3.28 3.31 3.64 3.48 3.77 3.10
Miscellaneous goods
] 7.98 6.17 6.75 4.52 7.60 6.38 9.84 7.89
Transport
FETARR % 15.81 13.12 11.25 9.32 16.02 13.18 20.51 17.64
Miscellaneous services
B S5 HE 0k
ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ‘ﬁ:ﬁ[ﬂnj&‘ﬁ&?ﬁ*ﬁ}n}.ﬂ 100.00  100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
All commodity/service
sections
2019/20 FA¥ PR 4st T 34 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
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Housing

2.15 The weight for housing increased by
5.96, 6.69, 5.53 and 5.64 percentage points in the
Composite CPI, CPI(A), CPI(B) and CPI(C)
respectively. This was not only due to the rise
in housing rentals during the 5-year period, but
also the decrease in relative spending on other
categories of goods and services amid the
COVID-19 epidemic.

2.16 As for households in the CPI(A) and
CPI(B), the increase in expenditure weight was
also partly related to a decrease in the proportion

LIRS EraR - CGERIE 2.3) of households residing in public housing and a
corresponding increase in the proportion of
household residing in private flats. (Box 2.3)
FhE 2.3 EERBUEITHERESLE
Box 2.3 Percentage of households by type of housing
NERE - {il)= N FERE
Public Subsidised Private All
housing housing housing housing
2014/15 2019/20 2014/15 2019/20 2014/15 2019/20 2014/15 2019/20
(%) (%) (%0) (%0) (%) (%) (%) (%)
SrETHEYIEIEE 29 24 19 16 53 59 100 100
Composite CPI
HEUHEYIETEE 48 40 18 18 35 43 100 100
CPI(A)
ZROHBEY) AR 7 7 24 18 69 74 100 100
CPI(B)
PRUHEYIEIEE - - 8 8 92 92 100 100
CPI(C)
B - BE K Electricity, gas and water
2.17 F4EE ~ ZME R NIESEY)ES 2.17 The expenditure weight of electricity,
wreh > B s RE R KB B L REs T gas and water increased by 0.15 to

0.15 % 0.19 {57 %:  EEZRNEF AR
BIHIFASZEEE EFTATEL - RERUE UM
BYEfEBNGERT A% -

2019/20 LR SR 4R A
K EEDHE BB
BARITRE BUNGETE

0.19 percentage point in the Composite CPI,
CPI(B) and CPI(C), which were mainly
attributable to increases in the expenditure shares
of electricity. The weight remained unchanged
in the CPI(A).
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Alcoholic drinks and tobacco

2.18 The expenditure weight of alcoholic
drinks and tobacco decreased in the Composite
CPI and CPI(B), by 0.05 and 0.16 percentage
point respectively, mainly attributable to the
decline in the expenditure share of wines and
spirits. A marginal increase of 0.01 percentage
point in the weight was noted in the CPI(A) and
CPI(C), as due mainly to the increased
expenditure share of cigarettes.

Clothing and footwear

2.19 Households in the Composite CPI

ZELE ¥ [BRE 24 AN BR ST R

spent on average
0.79 percentage point less

Pk 5 e [Box 24 Expenditure weight of outerclothing of their expenditure share
S/ 0.79 (@ Be e _ on clothing and footwear
E §j\ 5 . E Men’s outerclothing Women’s outerclothing as compare d with 5 years
1 = TEY 20(1)4/15 20%9/20 20104/15 20109/20 ago. The expenditure
TEZ’%E?E\%Z o v v w0 weight declined 0.75 to
o (1 B < iﬁiﬁi@ﬁiﬁ%& 0.57 0.56 1.32 0.95 0.80 percentage point in
g I NS the other three CPls.
0.75 = fﬁ%ﬁ%%@%%& 0.45 0.38 1.06 0.62 Among  various  items
0.80 {EHEH7r covered, men’s and
BE o {F B % CZ};%;E&];‘S‘%;%}WE%E%& 0.64 0.62 1.31 0.99 women’s  outerclothing
X e HEH contributed the largest
oo B ALy |EUAEVIEER 062 0.70 1.59 1.27 shares in the expenditure

CPI(C)

WAL SN

on clothing and footwear.

KGR A
FSZELE - BEEIMRAVBESC LIS S
M ZBUHEVMERRRT TR 0.01 =
0.07 {58k - (EAENBUHEYEF RN
EF10.08 {5 73l - 1A MREYBE S EE
PIHE ST EYIEEEET Tk 032 &
0.44 (EE 2% - (ARHE 2.4)

2019/20 LR SR 4R A
K EFDHEY BB
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The proportion of
expenditure on men’s outerclothing as a whole
decreased by 0.01 to 0.07 percentage point in
the Composite CPI, CPI(A) and CPI(B), while it
increased by 0.08 percentage point in the
CPI(C). Meanwhile, the proportion of
expenditure on women’s outerclothing as a
whole decreased by 0.32 to 0.44 percentage
point in all the CPIs. (Box 2.4)
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Durable goods

2.20 On the whole, the expenditure weight
of durable goods decreased by 0.12 to
1.09 percentage points in all the CPIs as mainly
attributable to the decline in the expenditure
share  of information technology  and
telecommunications equipment .

Miscellaneous goods

2.21 The expenditure weight of
miscellaneous goods dropped by 0.16 to
0.67 percentage point in the Composite CPI,
CPI(B) and CPI(C). The decreases in the
section weights were mainly attributable to the
decline in the expenditure share of jewellery. A
marginal increase of 0.03 percentage point in the
weight was noted in the CPI(A), as due mainly to
the increased expenditure share of proprietary
medicines and supplies.

Transport

2.22 The expenditure weight of transport
decreased by 1.22 to 2.23 percentage points in all
the CPIs. This was mainly due to the drop in
spending on local transport as well as inbound
and outbound transport amid the
COVID-19 epidemic.

Miscellaneous services

2.23 The expenditure weight of
miscellaneous services decreased by 1.93 to
2.87 percentage points in all the CPIs, mainly
due to the decrease in the expenditure share of
package tours and other entertainment expenses
during the outbreak of COVID-19.
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Parallel release of 2014/15-based and
2019/20-based CPIs

2.24 From May 2021, the old 2014/15-based
CPI series will be compiled and published
concurrently with the new 2019/20-based index
series until December 2021. Starting from the
reference month of January 2022, the old CPI
series will be discontinued.

Impact of changes in expenditure
patterns on Yyear-on-year rates of
change in the CPIs

2.25 Changes in expenditure weights over
time can be disaggregated into two components,
namely, (i) those due to changes in prices, and
(i1) those due to changes in consumption
volumes which may result either from changes in
the quantity or quality of consumption. An
increase in the price level of a particular
consumption item will result in a larger
household expenditure on that item even if there
is no change in the volume of purchase.

2.26 The exposition of the computation
formula of the CPI and a hypothetical, numerical
example are included in Appendix 3 to illustrate
and confirm, in simpler form, that even if there
has been a significant shift in expenditure
weights due to price effects, insofar as there are
no changes in the volumes of consumption over
time, computation of the year-on-year rates of
change in the CPI will not be affected.

2.27 Compared with the old
(2014/15-based) CPI  series, the new
(2019/20-based) CPI series show mostly slight
differences in year-on-year rates of change.
The general trend in consumer prices from
October 2020 to April 2021 is consistent
between the new and old series for all the four
CPI series, viz. Composite CPI, CPI(A), CPI(B)
and CPI(C). (Box 2.5 and Chart 10)
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Box 2.5 Impact of changes in expenditure weight on the year-on-year rates of change in the CPIs

() 2014/15 S EYMESEHERT AN — JHEYIETEEVANIH 2009/10 4 (BRG) HHky 2014/15 4 GFrEs1)
2014/15 Rebasing exercise — CPI rebased from 2009/10 (old series) to 2014/15 (new series)

GrEHEYERRE FFEUHE Y EIEE ZBUHEYEEE WEHEYHET R
Composite CPI CPI(A CPI(B) CPI(C)
R BRI W BBEES BrEm B B BEFl

New Old ZH New Old ZH) New Old ZH New Old Z R
series series Difference series series Difference series series Difference series series Difference

(%) (%) (EE (%) (%) @EaF 0 (%) (ESE (%) (%) (A0

% point) % point) % point) % point)

2015

10 Oct +23 +24 -0.1 +2.5 +2.6 -0.1 +23 24 -0.1 +1.9 +2.0 -0.1
11H Nov +23 +24 -0.1 +2.5 +2.6 -0.1 +23  +2.5 -0.2 +2.0  +2.1 -0.1
12H Dec +24 425 -0.1 +2.6 +2.7 -0.1 +2.4 425 -0.1 +2.1  +2.1 A
2016

1H Jan 25 2.7 -0.2 +2.8 +2.9 -0.1 +2.5 +2.6 -0.1 +23 24 -0.1
2H Feb +3.0 +3.1 -0.1 +3.6 +3.6 " +29 +3.0 -0.1 +2.6  +2.6 n
33 Mar +29 +3.0 -0.1 +3.0 +3.1 -0.1 +2.8 +29 -0.1 +2.8 +2.8 n
47 Apr +2.7 +29 -0.2 +3.0 +3.3 -0.3 +2.7  +2.8 -0.1 +24  +2.5 -0.1

(ID) 201920 FHEYHETSEEETAN — HEVEREEIVARH 2014/15 4 (BBRI]) T 5 201920 4 (FREF1)
2019/20 Rebasing exercise — CPI rebased from 2014/15 (old series) to 2019/20 (new series)

GETHBEYHEIEE FREDHE Y EEE ZEUHEYEEE WEHEYHETIEE
Composite CPI CPI(A CPI(B) CPI(C)
¥R B eS| EHET ¥rEs| B ¥Es| Bzl

New Old =Rl New Old 7=l New Old =R New Old FE R
series series Difference series series Difference series series Difference series series Difference

(%) (%) (HZE: (%) (%) (FHoE (%) (%) (EHoBE: (%) (%) (HE:

% point) % point) % point) % point)
2020
104 Oct -04 -02 -0.2 -0.5 -0.2 -0.3 -04  -02 -0.2 -0.1  -0.1 A
11H Nov -03 -0.2 -0.1 -0.4 § -0.4 -04 -03 -0.1 -0.1  -0.1 A
12H Dec -1.0 -0.7 -0.3 -1.3 0.7 -0.6 -1.0  -0.9 -0.1 -0.6  -0.5 -0.1
2021
1A  Jan +2.6 +1.9 +0.7 +7.5 +6.3 +1.2 +0.6 +0.1 +0.5 -02  -03 +0.1
2H Feb +0.5 +03 402  +13 +09 404  +0.1  § +0.1 § § A
3 Mar +0.6 +0.5 +0.1 +1.5 +1.3 +0.2 +0.2  +0.2 A +0.1 +0.2 -0.1
4H Apr +08 +0.7 +0.1 +1.6  +1.5 +0.1 +03 +0.3 A +04 +04 A
N A § 7#10.05%. 214 -
Virtually the same. Within +0.05%.
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EORHE 2.5 (@) BASCEREBHIHEYERBIREERNTE (FRFEBIN — RS RS ER )
Box 2.5(Cont’d) Impact of changes in expenditure weight on the year-on-year rates of change in the CPIs
[after netting out the effects of all Government’s one-off relief measures]

(I) 2014/15 4 EYEFEBERTAI — HEYIEIEEAVAIE 2009/10 4 (BE8G) HHk 2014/15 4 (GFrEs1)
2014/15 Rebasing exercise — CPI rebased from 2009/10 (old series) to 2014/15 (new series)

GETHBEYHEIEE FEUHEYEEE ZEUHEYEEE WEHEYHETIEE
Composite CPI CPI(A CPI(B) CPI(C)
¥R BRI BrEs| EHT ¥rEs| BT ¥Es Bz

New Old #=/] New Old =il New Old =R New Old FE R
series series Difference series series Difference series series Difference series series Difference

(%) (%) (FE: (%) (%) (FEoE ) (%) (FEE (B (%) (Ao

% point) % point) % point) % point)

2015

104 Oct +22 +23 -0.1 +2.4  +2.5 -0.1 +23 +24 -0.1 +1.9 +2.0 -0.1
11H Nov +23 +24 -0.1 +2.4 +2.5 -0.1 +23  +2.5 -0.2 +2.0  +2.1 -0.1
12H Dec +23 +24 -0.1 +2.5 +2.6 -0.1 +23  +25 -0.2 +2.1  +2.1 n
2016

1H Jan 25 +26 -0.1 +2.7  +2.8 -0.1 +2.5 +2.6 -0.1 +22 +24 -0.2
2H Feb +3.0 +3.1 -0.1 +3.5 +3.6 -0.1 +29 +3.0 -0.1 +2.6  +2.6 n
33 Mar +28 +2.9 -0.1 +2.9 +3.0 -0.1 +2.8 +29 -0.1 +2.8 +2.8 n
4H Apr +23 +2.5 -0.2 +2.6 +2.8 -0.2 +23  +2.5 -0.2 +2.1  +2.2 -0.1

(I1) 201920 FoE B BEE TR — JHEYERREAVEIAR 2014/15 4 (CEEHE) k5 2019/20 4 GHrES)
2019/20 Rebasing exercise — CPI rebased from 2014/15 (old series) to 2019/20 (new series)

SRETHEVIEIEE HEUHEYIETEE ZRUHEDETEE PBUHEYIETEE
Composite CPI CPI(A CPI(B) CPI(C)
Gl cedin -t cedl HED B8y HED| B8 HED B8

New Old #=/] New Old =il New Old =R New Old FE R
series series Difference series series Difference series series Difference series series Difference

(%) (%) (EHAE ) 0) (EHIE (W) () (FEE ) (%) (HE

% point) % point) % point) % point)
2020
105 Oct +05 +04 +0.1 +1.1  +0.9 +0.2 +03 +0.2 +0.1 +0.2  +0.2 A
113 Nov +04 +0.3 +0.1 +0.9 +0.8 +0.1 +0.2  +0.1 +0.1 +0.2  +0.2 A
12H Dec +0.1 § +0.1 +0.6 +04 +0.2 -0.1  -03 +0.2 -0.1  -0.1 A
2021
1A Jan -03 -05 +0.2 +0.1  -0.1 +0.2 -05  -07 +0.2 -0.5 05 A
2H Feb -02 -0.1 -0.1 +0.3 +0.4 -0.1 -04 -03 -0.1 -03  -02 -0.1
3 Mar -0.1 +02 -0.3 +0.4 +0.7 -0.3 -04  -0.2 -0.2 -0.2 § -0.2
4H Apr +0.1 +0.3 -0.2 +0.4 +0.8 -0.4 -0.2 § -0.2 +0.1 +0.2 -0.1
N A § 7#10.05%. 14 -
Virtually the same. Within +0.05%.
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The Rebased Series of Consumer Price Indices
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Chart 10 Comparison of year-on-year rates of change for the 2014/15-based
and 2019/20-based Composite CPI
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Linking the new and old CPI series

2.28 The 2019/20-based and 2014/15-based
CPIs cannot be directly compared with each
other. However, with reference to the index
values of the two series during an overlapping
period, a conversion factor can be derived for
re-scaling a series to make it comparable with
the other.

2.29 The 2014/15-based and 2019/20-based
series of the Composite CPI have an average
value of 110.6 and 100 respectively for the
overlapping period October 2019 to
September 2020. Thus the index for a
particular month in the 2014/15-based series can
be re-scaled to the new series by multiplying the
index by a factor of 100/110.6.  Similarly,
conversion factors for other CPI series can be
derived to facilitate comparison of indices with
different base periods.
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Introduction

3.1 This chapter provides a  brief
description of the concepts and methods for
compiling the Consumer Price Index (CPI), and
how to apply and interpret the index. Technical
details on the computation formula for the CPI
and the exposition of the formula are given in
Appendices 1 and 3 respectively.

Relationship between the HES and CPI

3.2 The Household Expenditure Survey
(HES) provides essential inputs to the
compilation of the CPL The survey is
conducted once every 5 years to collect
up-to-date information on the expenditure
patterns of households for updating the
expenditure weights used in compiling the CPI.

33 Two kinds of information are required
for compiling the CPI. First, a ‘basket’ of
consumer goods and services commonly

purchased by households and a weighting system
reflecting the relative importance of individual
items in the basket, in terms of their shares in the
overall household expenditure, have to be
established. Since consumers spend more on
some items than on others, similar price
movements in different items may have different
impacts on the overall price change.

34 Second, data on the price movements
of various items of goods and services in the
basket have to be collected continuously so that
movements of market prices can be fully
reflected in the price indices.
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3.5 Information on items of goods and
services to be included in the household
consumption basket and the weightings of
individual items is largely derived from the
results of the HES, supplemented by data from
other sources (such as those for adjustment on
the effect of Government’s one-off measures).
As for retail price data on goods and services,
they are collected from a continuous pricing
survey (see paragraphs 3.24 — 3.26 below for
details).

3.6 The data collection of the 2019/20 HES
was conducted from October 2019 to September
2020, during which consumer behaviour was
severely affected by the COVID-19 epidemic.
Household spending on some
commodities/services (such as meals out,
clothing and footwear, entertainment, local and
cross-boundary transport and package tours)
during the survey period should have deviated
significantly from those under normal
circumstances. ~ The Census and Statistics
Department (C&SD) has nonetheless updated the
CPI expenditure weights using this round of HES
results in accordance with the international
standard of updating the weighting patterns at
least every 5 years. This also ensures that the
CPIs can accurately reflect the inflation currently
experienced by the households under the
epidemic.

3.7 However, to mitigate the special effects
arising from the COVID-19 epidemic, the C&SD
will conduct special reviews on the CPI
expenditure  weights annually based on
up-to-date data before the next round of
full-scale rebasing exercise in 2024/25.
Adjustments to the CPI weights will be made as
appropriate to ensure that major shifts in
expenditure patterns caused by changing impacts
of the epidemic or resumption of normalcy can
be timely taken into account in compiling the
CPIs.
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Composite CPI and the CPI(A), CPI(B)
and CPI(C)

3.8 Households in different expenditure
ranges have distinctively different expenditure
patterns. For instance, households in the higher
expenditure range spend relatively more on
clothing and footwear, durable goods, transport
and services while those in the lower expenditure
range spend relatively more on basic necessities
such as food and electricity, gas and water. The
impact of price changes on different household
groups may therefore vary considerably. Hence,
apart from the compilation of a CPI series to
reflect the impact of the overall consumer price
inflation, it is also necessary to compile different
index series to reflect the impact of inflation on
households in different expenditure ranges.

3.9 Currently, three separate CPI series
relating to households in different expenditure
ranges are compiled in Hong Kong. The
CPI(A) relates to about 50% of households in the
relatively low expenditure range. The CPI(B)
relates to the next 30% of households in the
medium expenditure range. The CPI(C) relates
to the next 10% of households in the relatively
high expenditure range. In addition, a
Composite CPI is also compiled based on the
aggregate expenditure pattern of all the above
households taken together for reflecting overall
consumer price inflation. The remaining 10% of
households at the top and the bottom of the
expenditure scale are excluded from the coverage
of the CPIs because their expenditures are either
too high or too low to be generally representative.

3.10 The CPI(C) was formerly known as the
Hang Seng CPI and was compiled by Hang Seng
Bank since 1974. Starting from the reference
month of July 1999, the data collection and
compilation work of the index have been taken
up by the C&SD and the index has been renamed
as CPI(C). Apart from being a standardisation
of titles, the renaming does not affect the
compilation methodology nor the continuity of
the index series.
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3.11 The expenditure levels of households
change in response to factors such as changes in
income level and prices. However, the
household expenditure patterns (i.e. relative
expenditure among various items of goods and
services), which are used in the computation of
the CPIs, are relatively stable and normally
change only gradually over time. Furthermore,
slight changes in the weightings for compiling
CPIs would have insignificant impact on the
movements of CPIs. Hence, the practice of
updating the expenditure weights for compiling
CPIs at 5-yearly intervals is considered adequate
for maintaining accuracy of the CPI in reflecting
general price changes. However, since
consumer behaviour was severely affected by the
COVID-19 epidemic in the latest CPI base
period from October 2019 to September 2020,
special reviews will be conducted annually to
update the expenditure weights before the next
round of full-scale rebasing exercise in 2024/25
(see paragraphs 3.6 and 3.7 for details).

CPI after netting out the effects of
Government’s one-off relief measures

3.12 Since 2007, the Government has
implemented a number of one-off relief
measures, including mainly electricity charges
allowance, waiver of public housing rentals, rates
concession and waiver of examination fees as
shown in the table below.
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H 2007 FEREHEVERBHVBUT —RIET RS

List of Government’s one-off relief measures affecting the CPIs since 2007

&F IR A1) SRR EE AN S W7 Ay
Type of relief measures Details of relief measures Year/Month of implementation
NeEREHSERT ERFEHEHENEFEHSE 2007 -2 H ~ 2008 4 2 H Fz 2020 47 10 F

Public housing rental
waiver

Waiver of public housing rentals by Hong Kong
Housing Society (HKHS)

Feb 2007, Feb 2008 and Oct 2020

TEFEZEGHENEFEHE
Waiver of public housing rentals by Hong Kong
Housing Authority (HA)

2007 4E2 H ~2010 9 H ~ 2012 4E 9 A K 2020 £ 9 H
Feb 2007, Sep 2010, Sep 2012 and Sep 2020

BUFHEAE BRI FAVE AT S
Government’s payment of basic rent for
public housing estates tenants

2008 FE8FE 10 H ~2009FE8E9 H ~
2010728 H ~2011 8 E9 A »

20124 FE7TE8H ~2013FE8FE9 A ~
201448 H ~ 201548 H ~ 202041 HM 7 H
Aug - Oct 2008, Aug - Sep 2009,

Jul - Aug 2010, Aug - Sep 2011,

Jul - Aug 2012, Aug - Sep 2013,

Aug 2014, Aug 2015, Jan and Jul 2020

FEEERGHRZERETHE =72 e
Waiver of two-thirds of rent for tenants of
Group B estates by HKHS

2020421 AR 7 H
Jan and Jul 2020

72 B BT Rk
Rates concession

R E1E 5,000 TTHIZEH
Rates concession of up to $5,000 per quarter

2007 ££ 4 £ 9 H K 2008 £ 1 H % 2009 43 A
Apr - Sep 2007 and Jan 2008 - Mar 2009

R E1E 1,500 TTHIZE R
Rates concession of up to $1,500 per quarter

2009 4E 4 AZE 201243 H ~20134E 4 HZE 201449 AR
2019 44 HZE 2021 &£ 9 H

Apr 2009 - Mar 2012, Apr 2013 - Sep 2014 and

Apr 2019 - Sep 2021

HEFERaREHE 2,500 TTHIZH]
Rates concession of up to $2,500 per quarter

20124FE4 HE 201343 5 ~2015FE4 29 A K
201844 HE 20194E3 H

Apr 2012 - Mar 2013, Apr - Sep 2015 and

Apr 2018 - Mar 2019

TG R = E 1,000 TTHYZE 6N
Rates concession of up to $1,000 per quarter

2016 =4 HZE 2018 423 H K 2021 410 HE 2022 3 H
Apr 2016 - Mar 2018 and Oct 2021 - Mar 2022

BEEN
Electricity charges
allowance

(EEARTAR AR R AT
—FOEEEHZH
{3 HE20234F 12 H
31 H)
(Any unused allowance
can be carried forward
in the same account up
to 31 Dec 2023)

BURFEEH $E(E 300 TTHYBZE AL
Government’s provision of electricity charges
subsidy of $300 per month

2008 £ 9 H % 2009 F 8 H
Sep 2008 - Aug 2009

BURH A £ 150 STTAYEE L
Government’s provision of electricity charges
subsidy of $150 per month

2011 427 HZ 2014 46 H
Jul 2011 - Jun 2014

B H R AL S0 ST EE S E S
Government’s provision of electricity charges
relief of $50 per month

201941 H&E 2023 F 12 H
Jan 2019 - Dec 2023

BUFE 11 i A& A 26t 160 TTR5 12 (8 H 2
240 JTHYEE ARG

Government’s provision of electricity charges
subsidy of $160 per month for the first 11
months and $240 in the 12" month

2020461 AE 12 B
Jan - Dec 2020

BURFE 11 {8 73 45 3 $20E 80 7T K565 12 {8 2t
120 JTHYEREE ML

Government’s provision of electricity charges
subsidy of $80 per month for the first 11
months and $120 in the 12" month

2021 4E 6 HZE 2022 % 5
Jun 2021 - May 2022

et Gk BUFHESINEE T ESURERERE AR5 2018/19 E24F ~ 2019/20 B4 K7 2020/21 £24
Examination fee Government’s payment of examination fees 2018/19, 2019/20 and 2020/21 school years
waiver for school students sitting for Hong Kong

Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE)

Examination
oAt Ehoe e SR IEEK 2008 = 8 A 201347 H (H 2013 4 8 FHEAUH)
Others Suspension of Employees Retraining Levy Aug 2008 - Jul 2013

(Abolished starting from Aug 2013)

2019720 4FE PR AR S
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3.13 Implementation of these one-off relief
measures affects the year-on-year rates of change
of the CPIs in their effective months(s) and also
in the same month(s) next year. In the effective
month of a relief measure, consumers pay less
for the commodities or services concerned and
thus contributing to a lower CPI.  On the other
hand, if there is no such measure in the same
month next year, the CPI will resume to the
normal level and thus a year-on-year rate of
increase will be recorded when compared with
the relatively low base in the same month last
year, when there was a relief measure.

3.14 For discerning the inflationary trend
more clearly, the CPIs without accounting for the
effect of all Government’s one-off measures had
been compiled and released since February 2007.

Seasonally adjusted CPI

3.15 Apart from the original CPI series, the
C&SD also compiles seasonally adjusted CPI
series. In general, the unadjusted CPIs are of
greater interest to consumers because they reflect
the month-to-month movements of the prices that
consumers actually pay for. However,
month-to-month changes based on the original
CPI series are affected by seasonal variations.
By removing these seasonal variations from the
series, figures for consecutive months can be
compared more meaningfully.  Hence, the
seasonally adjusted CPI series reflect more
clearly the underlying trends of the prices
concerned and are wuseful for analysing
short-term price movements.

3.16 Seasonally adjusted series may be
revised as more data become available. Starting
from October 2004, the seasonally adjusted CPIs
for the preceding 3 years are revised each year
when releasing the figures for October.
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3.17 Starting from October 2008, the
seasonal adjustment of the CPI is compiled by
the X-12 ARIMA method to replace the previous
X-11 ARIMA method. The seasonally adjusted
CPI series since October 2005 have also been
revised using the new method. X-12 ARIMA
method is an update to the X-11 ARIMA method
with enhanced modelling and diagnostic
capabilities. The X-12 ARIMA method has
now been a standard method used by statistical
offices for performing seasonal adjustment of
statistical series in many countries/territories.

How to apply and interpret the CPI

3.18 The CPI measures changes in the price
level of consumer goods and services generally
purchased by households. Its year-on-year rate
of change is widely used as an indicator of
inflation or deflation affecting consumers.
Many organisations often make reference to the
rate of change in CPI when considering
adjustments to wages, salaries and various kinds
of charges and allowance. The CPI also serves
as an important input to economic analysis.
However, it should be noted that the CPI does
not measure the price movements of raw
materials which affect manufacturers, the price
movements of shipping services and commercial
insurance which affect importers and exporters,
and the movements in office rentals which affect
business undertakings. To measure changes of
these prices, other appropriate indicators should
be used.

3.19 Apart from the CPI, there are other
measures of inflation, such as implicit price
deflators of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and
domestic demand. They are economy-wide
measures of inflation.
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3.20 The CPI reflects the collective
experience of inflation for all households in
general. It may not correspond to the
experience of an individual household. As
each household has its own expenditure pattern
and prices of different consumer goods and
services increase or decrease at varying rates,
inflation does not affect all households to the
same extent. Hence, individual experience of
price changes may differ from movements of the
CPL

3.21 The CPI is an objective measure of the
average price changes of all goods and services
purchased by households. Some items of goods
and services may have drastic price changes
while some others may have only moderate
changes. The impact of drastic price changes in
some items, which people tend to be
psychologically more aware of, may be offset by
other items with only moderate price increases or
decreases, which people tend to pay little notice
to. The CPI takes a full account of such
offsetting effects, which are often overlooked by
people.

3.22 The movement of the CPI is a
combined effect of price changes of the items of
goods and services in the CPI basket and
expenditure weights attached to them. Hence,
for an individual item with a relatively small
weight, even if its price has changed
significantly, the effect on the overall change in
the CPI may be mild. On the other hand, if the
prices of items with large weights in the CPI are
relatively stable, they will have stabilising effects
on the movement of the overall CPIL.
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3.23 A change in expenditure due to a
change in quantity or quality of consumption
should not be confused with a change in
expenditure arising from a genuine change in
prices. For instance, the expenditure of a
household may increase as a result of buying
more electrical appliances or more outbound
travels by its members. These changes should
not be attributed to price changes and hence to
inflation.

Monthly Retail Price Survey

3.24 A monthly retail price survey is
conducted by the C&SD to capture the price
changes of  some 900  pre-selected
commodity/service items included in the
household consumption basket. The C&SD
collects over 40 000 price quotations each month
from different types of retail outlets (e.g.
supermarkets, market stalls, department stores
and fashion shops) and service providers (e.g.
cinemas, hospitals, tour companies and beauty
salons) throughout Hong Kong. The selection
of major types of retail outlets for pricing
individual items in the CPI basket is determined
based on the results of the HES. Price data are
collected mainly by field visits and some also
through the modes of telephone, online or postal
enquiries. On average, about 10 000 field visits
and 1000 telephone calls are made to some
3 500 local retail outlets and service providers
each month.

3.25 In response to the increasing popularity
of internet purchases, the C&SD also collects
price quotations from online outlets commonly
patronised by households in Hong Kong for the
compilation of the CPI. In accordance with the
latest international guidelines regarding the
treatment for online purchases in the CPI
compilation, online price quotations from
non-local online outlets are also included.
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3.26 As for principal services such as public
transport, electricity and postal services, price
data are either collected directly from the
companies concerned or obtained from
administrative records. Rental data on private
housing for new, renewed and continued lettings
are collected from a monthly sample survey on
private housing renter households. On the other
hand, data on rental movements of public
housing are regularly provided by the Hong
Kong Housing Authority and the Hong Kong
Housing Society.

The rent index

3.27 The rent index in the CPI consists of
two components, one on public housing and
another on private housing. The rent index for
private housing covers both rented dwellings and
owner-occupied  dwellings. Conceptually,
home ownership involves both a consumption
and an investment element. A rental
equivalence approach is adopted for calculating
the housing consumption cost for
owner-occupiers.

3.28 Under the rental equivalence approach,
the expenditure on the consumption of housing
services by an owner-occupier is taken as the
estimated amount of rent which would have been
paid if the accommodation had been rented
instead of owned. The “rental equivalence” is
estimated with the assistance of the Rating and
Valuation Department by making reference to
the market rents charged for accommodations
with comparable characteristics, similar quality
and in similar locations.
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Publication of the CPIs

3.29 Monthly figures on the CPIs are
usually published in a press release around 20 to
23 days after the reference month. A Monthly
Report on the Consumer Price Index, which
contains detailed breakdowns of relevant
statistics and analysis of the movements of the
various CPI series, is also published on the same
day. An Annual Report on the Consumer Price
Index 1is published in February to give a
comprehensive review of the movements of the
CPIs in the preceding year. In addition, CPI
figures are available on the website of the
C&SD.
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Introduction

4.1 This chapter provides a  brief
description of the methods adopted for the
2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey (HES).
Technical details on sample design and
estimation method, questionnaire design, survey
operational procedures, and terms and definitions
are given in Appendices 4 to 7 respectively.

Scope and coverage of the survey

4.2 The 2019/20 HES covered all
land-based domestic households in Hong Kong,
except households receiving Comprehensive
Social Security Assistance (CSSA) which were
covered in a special survey conducted along with
the HES. Analysis of the expenditure patterns
of this category of households is undertaken
separately by the Social Welfare Department.
The wupdated expenditure patterns of such
households, as derived from the results of the
survey, are used in rebasing the Social Security
Assistance Index of Prices (SSAIP).  The
SSAIP is compiled to reflect the impact of price
changes on households receiving CSSA.

4.3 Marine households and collective
households were not included in the HES.
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Survey period

4.4 As consumers have different spending
patterns and habits in different seasons of a year,
it is necessary for the survey to cover a whole
year in order to take into account seasonal
variations in consumer spending. The 2019/20
HES, which lasted for a year, was conducted
during the period from October 2019 to
September 2020.

Consultation

4.5 The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a
main economic indicator to measure changes in
the price level of goods and services generally
purchased by households. It is widely used as
an important indicator of inflation or deflation
faced by consumers. Some employers use it as
a reference in adjusting salaries, wages and
various living allowances. In view of the
importance of the results of the HES in rebasing
the CPIs, it was necessary to solicit the views of
major users before conducting the HES. A
consultation paper outlining salient features of
the 2019/20 HES and the rebasing of the CPIs
was sent to some 280 organisations including
social/trade associations, chambers of commerce,
rescarch and academic institutions, and
government bureaux and departments in March
2018. The views received were carefully
considered and incorporated into the framework
of the 2019/20 HES where appropriate.
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Pretest survey

4.6 To test the survey design, in particular
the questionnaire design and various survey
operational procedures of the HES, a pretest
survey covering some 200 households in selected
areas of Hong Kong was conducted from May to
July 2019. Based on the results of the pretest
survey, the initial design of survey method and
procedures, and the layout of the expenditure
diaries were reviewed and suitably modified
where necessary. Additional validation rules
were introduced in the computer system to
ensure accuracy and consistency of the survey
data.

Confidentiality of data on individual
households and persons

4.7 The HES was conducted under the
Census and Statistics Ordinance as a voluntary
survey. According to the requirements of the
Ordinance, the department and all staff
concerned must keep all information pertaining
to individual households and persons in strict
confidence. Also, a gazette notice was to be
served whereby the purpose of the survey,
information to be collected, persons from whom
information to be sought and the date for
destruction of completed questionnaires have to
be stated. Such gazette notice was issued on
6 September 2019.
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4.8 Various measures were taken to
safeguard the confidentiality of data provided by
individual households and persons.  Firstly,
participating households were not required to
record names and addresses on the
questionnaires; instead, only code numbers were
used to distinguish one household from another.
Secondly, all staff had signed an undertaking to
refrain from disclosing any information collected
from individual households. Thirdly,
movements of survey questionnaires from one
place to another were closely controlled and
monitored to ensure that no unauthorised person
could have access to the documents. The
questionnaires were kept in safe custody after
processing and would be destroyed before the
end of October in 2021. Lastly, the survey
results would be published in the form of
statistical tables, from which particulars of
individual households and persons could not be
identified.

Publicity

4.9 Past experience revealed that publicity
played an important role in promoting public
awareness of the survey concerned and hence
contributing to a higher response rate. With the
assistance of the Information Services
Department, some publicity measures were
launched throughout the survey period of the

2019/20  HES to promote households’
participation and co-operation.
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4.10 The publicity measures were varied in
nature.  They included holding a thematic
webpage on the C&SD website, putting up
posters in the main streets, Home Affairs
Enquiry Centres of the Home Affairs
Department and residential buildings, publishing
a feature article in consumer magazine and
issuing press releases.  These efforts were
intended to inform the general public of the
purposes and requirements of the survey as well
as to encourage households to participate in the
survey. Emphasis was particularly made on the
pledge of safeguarding the confidentiality of data
reported by households.

Comparison of survey findings with
other data sources

4.11 Relevant data available from the
following independent sources were used to
check against the results of the HES in order to
assess the reliability of survey data. These data
sources include the following :

(1) trade statistics;

(i1) estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and its components;

(ii1) household and personal characteristics
obtained in the General Household Survey;

(iv) results of other social and economic surveys
undertaken by the Census and Statistics
Department; and

(v) administrative statistics compiled by other
government departments.

4.12 Although the HES data are generally of
reliable quality, some minor adjustments using
supplementary information from other reliable
data sources are still necessary to mitigate the
underreporting issue of some items so that a set
of expenditure weights which reflects household
consumption patterns more realistically is
available for compiling the new CPI series.

61 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



[HEEBZEHE]

[This is a blank page]



UNE=S
Appendices




[HEEBZEHE]

[This is a blank page]



fiigx 1 CREVIERBEVET

Appendix 1

BAR
Computation formula for the CPI
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Computation of CPI weights

1. The Consumer Price Index (CPI)
weight for a commodity/service k£ is computed
by expressing the household expenditure for
that commodity/service as a percentage of the
total household expenditure on all commodities
and services included in the CPI basket:

included in the CPI basket.

Yk
W, =%
¢ Y
1] Wi & k Pan HRAGHIRERL
where is the weight assigned to commodity/service £;
Y BEFHB ks IREHIFE L
is the household expenditure on commodity/service £;
Y BEFARHEYEEBE N ATA R o SRR R B L -

is the total household expenditure on all commodities and services
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SR HE Y E TS
EBRTHE BUFSETR
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2. In other words, W represents the
relative importance, in terms of expenditure, of
commodity/service k in the average total
household expenditure in the base period.
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Computation of the CPI

3. The CPI is a base-weighted
Laspeyres’ type of index and can be
expressed mathematically as follows :

IICAPELR -

=Y W)

m L &t HRVIETEEC
where is the price index for period 7 ;
Wi & RAUE—EERTERBINY &k B ISR
is the weight of commodity/service k as described in paragraph 1 above;
Pox 2 k Wi IRISEAIH P ER
is the average price of commodity/service k in the base period;
Pu 2 k i IRBLE ¢ TIHPIEE

is the average price of commodity/service k in period ¢ ;
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means aggregating the product of weight ( /%) and price relative (&) of all
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commodities and services included in the CPI basket.
4 BEREBEEERE LRSS 4, The whole compilation process is
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in fact a stepwise operation involving several
levels, namely, compilation of the item index
at the lowest level, then the sub-group index,
the group index, section index and finally the
all-item index. The same formula given
above is used to calculate the indices at
different levels by applying the appropriate
weights at the corresponding levels. The
CPI at time ¢ is obtained by multiplying the /;
at the all-item level by 100.
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Concordances of classification of

the 2019/20-based and 2014/15-based CPIs

LL2019/20 BEHRRTHEYIEIEEIE

BL2014/15 RASRAHOHEYIEEBSE  fE

Classification of the 2019/20-based CPIs Classification of the 2014/15-based CPIs Remarks
B B
Section 1: Food
1 SRS R INE S RS \ B
Meals out and takeaway food Meals bought away from home JraiE
Re-
Hi & (H77) classified
Food, others (part of) and
b, renamed
Bun (NEIEINEE)
HL B (KIE2 29527 &) (EIE2 2527 #) [ EHrn
Basic food (i.e. groups 2-27) Food, excluding meals bought away from | Renamed
home (i.e. groups 2-27) )
2 ok 7K
Rice Rice
3 HAEIE REE R HA B SR
Other cereals and cereal preparations Other cereals and cereal preparations
4 HEL -~ B~ B2 RO RG] ~ B - BfFRZ RORERE
Bread, cakes, biscuits and puddings Bread, cakes, biscuits and puddings
5 WUKA HR7K F8
Salt-water fish Salt-water fish
6 KM BRIKER
Fresh-water fish Fresh-water fish
7 HAtrrEeEE H e
Other fresh sea products Other fresh sea products
8 Lk TR
Processed sea products Processed sea products
9 FNR FEN
Pork Pork
10 4® A
Beef Beef
11 x5 X
Poultry Poultry
12 HRA HRIA
Meat, frozen Meat, frozen
13 @EAEPIHA RS AR
Meat, canned Meat, canned
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LA 2019720 AR HE Y EISEIE

DL 2014/15 REFIHVHEYEREIE  FE

Classification of the 2019/20-based CPIs Classification of the 2014/15-based CPIs Remarks
14 HAARA HAth AR
Meat, others Meat, others
15 s Hrifin e
Fresh vegetables Fresh vegetables
16 HiHan BA B
Processed vegetables Processed vegetables
17 R R
Fresh fruit Fresh fruit
18 RIS R
Processed fruit Processed fruit
19 gyABT P
Dairy products Dairy products
20 & &
Eggs Eggs
21 & B
Edible oils Edible oils
22 AK FUK
Carbonated drinks Carbonated drinks
23 HAASEEEK LD HATA &R e
Other non-alcoholic beverages Other non-alcoholic beverages
24 ik i
Sugar Sugar
25 HER TR
Confectionery Confectionery
26 FHRan A BCR s R i KBt
Flavourings and additives Flavourings and additives
27 Htgdn Hftrgon (27 EERiipag
Food, others Food, others (part of) Re-
classified
a2 ER
Section 2: Housing
28 FHE Gz Rt FHsE: (EEZ=fe R )
Rent, including rates and government rent  Rent, including rates and government rent
29 B R HA RS B R MR
Management fees and other housing Management fees and other housing e
charges charges I\E/IIGF q
. " erge
[REEFTTRY &
Materials for house maintenance
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Concordances of classification of
the 2019/20-based and 2014/15-based CPIs

LL2019/20 HEFARTHE VI EISEIE

DL 2014/15 RESIHVHEYEREIE  FE

Classification of the 2019/20-based CPIs Classification of the 2014/15-based CPIs Remarks
A 3 1 BT~ MR EOK
Section 3: Electricity, gas and water
30 & ®
Electricity Electricity
31 R SR
Towngas Towngas
32 ROl B AR A SR A AR
Liquefied petroleum gas and other fuel Liquefied petroleum gas and other fuel
33 KEKPETE K&K BE5E
Water and sewage charges Water and sewage charges
4
Section 4: Alcoholic drinks and tobacco
34 BERIUH B
Wines and spirits Chinese wines &bt
Sy Merged
Foreign-style wines
35 M Mgy
Beer Beer
36 HlE &
Cigarettes Cigarettes
B S - ARIE
Section 5: Clothing and footwear
37 FBEIMK FEIMK
Men’s outerclothing Men’s outerclothing
38 BEAK FEENAR
Men’s underclothing Men’s underclothing
39 ZHHMR MR
Women'’s outerclothing Women’s outerclothing
40 ZEANTR LENAK
Women’s underclothing Women'’s underclothing
41w ALK
Children’s outerclothing Children’s outerclothing
92 WK AP
Children’s underclothing Children’s underclothing
43 BR5ARY) B 5]

Infants’ clothing

201920 FE PRI 24 TRE
S EETHE Y ETE
EERTHE BUFSETR

Infants’ clothing
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Concordances of classification of
the 2019/20-based and 2014/15-based CPIs

LA 2019720 AR HE Y EISEIE

DL 2014/15 REFIHVHEYEREIE  FE

Classification of the 2019/20-based CPIs Classification of the 2014/15-based CPIs Remarks
44 HAAKY) Bt
Clothing, others Clothing, others &t
TR e %&E T Merged
Clothing materials and tailoring charges
45 BickE e
Men’s footwear Men'’s footwear
46 IR LAtk
Women’s footwear Women’s footwear
47 B RIRGEE EYNE RN 23
Children’s and infants’ footwear Children’s and infants’ footwear
%50 6 : It H¥Y)m
Section 6: Durable goods
48 ZFH =
Furniture Furniture
49  FEES R A K IE T SRR B
Home appliances, electric and gas Home appliances, electric and gas
50 et ARy
Video and sound equipment Video and sound equipment
51 &R R R EERHS R B
Information technology and Information technology and
telecommunications equipment telecommunications equipment
52 BHKEFEHEAE ‘R K Js A
Tableware and kitchen utensils Tableware and kitchen utensils
53 gEEk ~ IRAEEE RO FEE ~ IR RO EE
Watches, clocks, cameras and optical Watches, clocks, cameras and optical
goods goods
54 RITHEL ~ TR HEANE AFES Y0 St T K Ae 5 F i EER R
Travel goods, handbags and other Travel and sports goods Renamed
personal effects
55 HAthit P HAth i P
Durable goods, others Durable goods, others
A 7 - FEIEY)
Section 7: Miscellaneous goods
56 ZEY) a5
Proprietary medicines and supplies Proprietary medicines and supplies
57  #RAK - FFEIT ECTEN
Newspapers, books and periodicals Newspapers &t
EEE ST Merged

2019120 4 PRI 455
BT BOEH
EERAGTRE B

Books and periodicals
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Concordances of classification of
the 2019/20-based and 2014/15-based CPIs

LL2019/20 HEEIRHEERRIE DL 2014/15 RERRVSEYERE>E
Classification of the 2019/20-based CPIs Classification of the 2014/15-based CPIs Remarks
58 XH XH
Stationery Stationery
59 HEAR - EEE KB - RS fEAT ~ Bk - PRER - g
Soft furnishings Soft furnishings
60  fbildn S B AGEEE A i bttt 5 M8 A GEEE F i
Cosmetics and personal care products Cosmetics and personal care products
61 FJEHEZHE MMM xJEE R E K
Household cleansing tools and supplies Household cleansing tools and supplies
62  EHf L]
Jewellery Jewellery
63 HrH KIELF i brH G i
Toys and hobbies Toys and hobbies
64 [EEZEFIE WEIZRE
Purchases of textbooks Purchases of textbooks
65  HAMZE ] FLAh 5 i
Household goods, others Household goods, others
¥l 8 : 3l
Section 8: Transport
66 BHELR el W R R
Purchases of and repairs to motor vehicles Purchases of and repairs to motor vehicles
67 M ol
Motor fuel Motor fuel
68 JREIRIR ~ Prbg ~ SR JHELNEE JRERR - RbE - B2EH - JHERREE
Motor licences, insurance, instructor’s Motor licences, insurance, instructor’s
fees, parking fees and tunnel tolls fees, parking fees and tunnel tolls
69 [ EHZE EtEE
Bus fares Bus fares
70 EEHEHE B
Tram fares Tram fares
71 AN A EE NN EH
Public light bus fares Public light bus fares
72 HyLEE L
Taxi fares Taxi fares
73 BT
MTR fares MTR fares
T4 N T ML
Ferry fares Ferry fares
75l AN A TR SR T AL
Local transport, others Local transport, others
2019/20 fEE PRI 4R A 71 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
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Concordances of classification of
the 2019/20-based and 2014/15-based CPIs

LA 2019720 AR HE Y EISEIE

DL 2014/15 REFIHVHEYEREIE  FE

Classification of the 2019/20-based CPIs Classification of the 2014/15-based CPIs Remarks
76 EHEREEE M A E A EE
Inbound and outbound transport fares Inbound and outbound transport fares
R 9 ¢ RETEIRES
Section 9: Miscellaneous services
77 B 25
School fees School fees
78 HAtrAEEM HAtrZ 58 M
Other educational charges Other educational charges
79 BRI e
Medical services Medical services
80 ERSSIRLE R
Cinema entertainment Cinema entertainment
81 i i e
Package tours Package tours
82 HEFIL GBS
Expenses on parties Expenses on parties
83 HAMIGEE R BIHBA L Bt iR R ARSI 52
Other entertainment and holiday expenses  Other entertainment and holiday expenses
84 HEMRFS HIEHRTS
Household services Household services
85 M52 HEZ
Hair-dressing Hair-dressing
86 FEAENIESIR ER M fEF IR
Beauty treatment and fitness services Beauty treatment and fitness services
87 &l IRTs B ROEER IS
Information and communications services Information and communications services
88  HAlIurs FAN B e P i B B )
Other services Repairs to personal and household goods
BUEARTS - & R HAM RS o
Professional services, subscriptions and -
. Merged
other services
i SO IR R %S
Photographic and photo-printing services
SERE DL 2019720 4 BRI B E R BT - AR BE DU M BRI E YA NE B e EEREAE A
RS RSNE o o IREFELE " HAth &, 2RI - AR AR5 R A IS S e
BEWAEANLA SR " Hfam, -
Note: Takeaway food bought from places other than restaurants has been grouped under “Meals

out and takeaway food” in the 2019/20-based CPI series, instead of included in “Food,

others”.

However, cooked food bought from supermarkets, convenience stores and other

retail outlets is still classified as “Food, others”.

2019120 4 PRI 455
BT BOEH
EERAGTRE B
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Appendix 3 Exposition of the computation formula for the CPI

1. UHEYIERR R EEEAIRE T 1. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a
A - ST B M E Y ETE Y A U H base-weighted Laspeyres’ type of index. The
HaEEHRSEE SRERNERY) CPI compilation formula actually has a built-in
(8 Sl 11T 2 A Y R ST RE BB B P S | B self adjusting mechanism to continuously take
THEY SR R S e R A 2 HEE into account the effect on year-on-year rates of
HFHEE - change in the CPIs that are attributable to

changes in expenditure weights caused by
changes of prices.

i L = DLOSHRFESUHE t IRDHEYIEEE -
Let the CPI at time ¢ with base period at time 0.

Doy = DL O BIRESHATE ¢+ 12 WIHDHEYIERRE -
the CPI at time ¢+ /2 with base period at time 0.

Py = HEIHH kAR FEER -

the average price of consumption item & in the base period.

Py = OHEIMEH kAL HRPIER -

the average price of consumption item £ at time .

Py = HEMHHE KAE ¢ + 12 TIHF(ER -

the average price of consumption item k at time ¢+/72.

Ou = NEIEHE kERTRE -

the quantity of consumption item k in the base period.

OQu = CHEIEH K{E IV E -

the quantity of consumption item £ at time ¢.

AR AR EAR R R — B TR E B o The original Laspeyres’ formula for price
MR ERE BRI EE) > TIRAmN index, which purports to show how the cost of
ANHRE a specified basket of goods and services

changes over time, is:

P YR T (7% E )
or z PO x 100 [summation over all items]
0.k " <ok
201920 M FRAS LA 73 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
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Exposition of the computation formula for the CPI

AECIESIVEN e

This can be further developed as follows:

P
ont — z t.k Q()k.( ()k)XIOO

B0 P
0k
_ « 100
Z Sh 0
Z( P()k Q()k ( tk) ]00

Zpok Q()k

= Z%k~(3’k>x100
TP

0.k

[a =1]
[E %]
[rearranging]

[D POy REES - FFEE]
[further rearranging , given ZP,),,( Qi isa

constant]

[ Wy, BB E kARSI BE S R

[ W,, is the expenditure weight for consumption
item k at the base period]

2. It FEFSH T E VI ETE R
Pt H 8 I H AR AL TR B S RE By 4R
> 3REL 100 - £ ¢ FIHVHEYIEEE
[ 12 AT T H A AR I A B SO RE S
SRLIEHEMAZE ¢ WIEIERYEERT - 2RLL
100 -

2019/20 4 (£ P B S 4hss o
BT OEH
EERAGTKE B

2. Thus, while the CPI in the base period is
the sum of the expenditure weights of the
consumption items in the base period, multiplied
by a factor of 100, the CPI at time ¢ is similarly the
sum of product between the expenditure weights
of the consumption items in the base period and
the corresponding price relatives at time ¢ against
the base period, multiplied by a factor of 100.
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Exposition of the computation formula for the CPI

3. [EIREHN » DL O HE B EHATE t+12 BH
HHEEEES

3.

Similarly, the CPI at time ¢+/2 with

base period at time 0 is:

_ Biax [ E 55— B A A 1% 55 (B2 BRBRAA)
Toz = 2 Waio( P, ) 100 [starting from the second last step set out in
’ paragraph 1 above]
P P P
= D Wy, (25 x 100 [ E=1]
By B By
b HE
_ ZVV()k ( zk t+12,k)x100 \ [B2%] .
B i [rearranging]
— z POk QOk (Ptk t+12k) 100
Z Po k Qo k Po k >
_ [ o NZ Qo,k],(fz,k)_(em,k)xwo
z Po k Qo k Z ! Qo,k Po,k t,k
_ Z sz QOk z 'Qo,k -(Ple’k)XIOO j
z Pz k Qo k Z : QO,k Pt,k
_ ZS T t+12k) [ So e HEHE k 1F ¢ BABASCELA - EfEEE R
et p, AR A E RS S B T AR ]
P, [ Sy, is the expenditure share for consumption
= Lo 'ZSO”‘ 3 P, ) item k at time 7, after taking into account the change
’ in price since the base period]

4. Rt 1F 12 IR HEYERR RS
FIAHEBAE +12 R EEEER SR & AT
(EHEEEEFR—EHEEAE +12 HRI{ER -
EAEAE ¢ SHIRI—SERTAIERSAIEEE) - M
5 FHE T B BYEEEIS DL ¢ AT ERTHIBE S

BOIHE - AR, ¢ IR HEYIETEE -

5. DUNBIT mT i Bt /e A U S [
M - BEOHEEEEE %@%WIIE =i
i 2014/15 4E2 50 - 2019 4E 3 A2 ¢ K
2020 4 3 H&E t+12 1 - 2019 4 3 H I
2020 43 ARHEYIEREE TR 2020 43 H
WG SETRE R -

4, Thus at time ¢+12, the CPI is the
composite sum of the year-on-year price
relatives of all items at time ¢+/2 (each
relative being the ratio of the price of an item
at time #+1/2 to its price at time ¢, i.e. a year
earlier), each weighted by the relevant
updated expenditure weight at time 7, and
then multiplied by the CPI at time t.

5. To 1illustrate in simpler terms this
feature of the formula, consider the following
example involving a CPI basket with two
items. Suppose 2014/15 is the base period,
March 2019 is time ¢ and March 2020 is time
t+12. The steps involved in compiling the
CPI numbers in March 2019 and March 2020,
and the year-on-year rate of change in
March 2020, are set out below:

201920 FE PRI 24 TRE
SR HE Y E TS
EBRTHE BUFSETR
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Exposition of the computation formula for the CPI

2014/15 4 2014/15 4 YEEE
AY4ERE 7 FEsg Price Index
Total expenditure 2014/15 2014/15 £ 201943 H 2020 £ 3 H
in 2014/15 weight 2014/15 March 2019 March 2020
IEHH $1,000 33.3% 100 200 220
Item A
HHZ $2,000 66.7% 100 100 100
Item B
THEYIE $3,000 100% 100 133.3 140.0
HHET
CPI basket
2019 £F 3 ARHEYIEIEH = (33.3% x 200) + (66.7% x 100) = 1333
(2014/15 4£=100)
CPI for March 2019 (2014/15 = 100)
2020 4 3 ARV HBEYIETEE = (33.3% x 220) + (66.7% x 100) = 140.0
(2014/15 F=100)
CPI for March 2020 (2014/15 = 100)
HHEEEPR = (140.0 - 133.3)/ 133.3 x 100% = 5%
Year-on-year rate of change
6. DLEEE 3 REE 4 EBREE N 6. Implicitly, as mathematically

o TR B E RS B IR SR B <
FERCERE 2019 4F 3 H - A&GEIRE
2020 4= 3 H¥2019 4 3 ARYELEEEAE
8- RBIETE > stRERAT

demonstrated in paragraphs 3 and 4 above, the
steps actually involve an update of the
expenditure weights to March 2019 first and then
compilation based on price relatives in
March 2020 with reference to March 2019.
The steps, seen in this perspective, are set out
below:

FHEEE 2019 £ 3 H
W4/156  [EHKTAEEE 201943 F T HBEE
Hy4EEE 7 Total expenditure FESL
Total expenditure  adjusted to March 2019 ~ March 2019 201943 H 202043 H
in 2014/15 price level weight March 2019 March 2020
THEH $1,000 $2,000 50% 100 110
Item A
EHHZ $2,000 $2,000 50% 100 100
Item B
HEYIE $3,000 $4,000 100% 100 105.0
BT
CPI basket
2019 /£ 3 ARV HEYETaE = (50% x 100) + (50% x 100) = 100.0
(2019 /£ 3 H=100)
CPI for March 2019 (March 2019 = 100)
110 100
2020 4 3 HHVHEYHERER = 100 x[(50% x ) +(50% x 100 )] 105.0
(2019 /£ 3 H=100)
CPI for March 2020 (March 2019 = 100)
PHESEEIR = (105.0-100.0)/100.0 x 100% = 5%

Year-on-year rate of change

2019/20 4 (£ P B S 4hss o
BT OEH
EERAGTKE B
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Appendix 4 Sample design and estimation method of the HES

et A AL - R R

1. F2019/20 LR Z4ETEHE
HIFEARLEET TR AL o M AR
FrE IR SR AL > AR — (S - (E
FHEFEA - fEEHNEFEAANE
ZN—EEF - H— {3 F g Edhh
KEE B fRa iR B & -

2. F201920 FFEFHTREEE
FRARHERE - RBUSSRETERFHFIT—1D
BEFEAEE - BEEEMET (1) BEF
BEATREZEERT (1) NEREZEE o ETFEAL
TR O (R -~
ﬁi%%nﬁﬁtz?fé%?@ FTE Ak A BT

BRArHHEEE S EECEE - FHEREFEALLL
—{[ A L RS > SEEESIPTRE -
BT - KEAE - BEFIEAL SRS - B
INSETERIBEEFES - EFE - #E
R BN E S R BT A R A
PrbrEFER > EIERENER
B o NEAEEEHECA RS E RS AN &
naﬁ% B RAGCEFE A E k AR HEE Y

et (A IMEFDER ) 2K &5y o BHE/NE
Wﬁ 10 [EEFEAL - B EIRERHIE
Y= T BRI AN BERERY bR - DLECRAE
ER%ZE > S E DU NETE B IR R
Hb 1 P B H AR B

2019/204F4F F B4t 2
REETHEYEEEEIN
EERITHE BUNSETE

Unit of enquiry, sampling unit and
sampling frame

1. In the 2019/20 Household Expenditure
Survey (HES), a household was the fundamental
unit of enquiry. For sample selection, a unit of
quarters which might have one or more
households was the sampling unit. In
circumstances where multiple households were
found in a sampled quarters, one household was
randomly selected for enumeration.

2. The sampling frame for the
2019/20 HES is derived from the frame of
quarters which consists of two parts: (i) Register
of Quarters (RQ) and (i1) Register of Segments
(RS) maintained by the Census and Statistics
Department (C&SD). The RQ contains
computerised records of all addresses of
permanent quarters in built-up areas (including
urban areas, new towns and other major
developed areas). Each unit of quarters is
identified by a unique address with details on the
house number, street name, building name, floor
number and flat number. The RQ is updated
regularly based on information on erection of
new buildings and demolition of existing
buildings received from various sources like the
Housing Department, Buildings Department,
Lands Department, Government Gazette. The
RS contains records of segments in non-built-up
areas which are delineated by relatively permanent
and identifiable landmarks such as footpath and
river. There are about 10 quarters in each
segment. The use of segments as the sampling
unit in non-built-up areas is necessary because
the quarters in these areas may not have clear
addresses and cannot be readily identified
individually.
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Sample design and estimation method of the HES

XN

3. "201920 FFfE B AETIEE
PR 57 L BN ASET - BUDIAIEEA
ETH 1984/85 iy T LB AREEEE
HEfEF - 4SRB N ERG T YT LIEE A
B BIEEMEENERT - SRR
SR ET B A4S B e L AL E T S
ﬁﬁ °

4. et AR E o Rs T RE
Al - BTk RS Y e N R B PR B B S
wUR R > B T EEEA, - THiE
O CHERE S

5. FEPH RS —([HEEA 57
[BNZE > AEEEEMAGE BB FERE -
N S N R e SR N 6
SR - BB - BEAERAFRERE
BhPs A EFAEERE T EAEE S EEE -
W AP B JEEAE NS 5 2 B 5 R HY
EFA -

6. EiEAER > A FEUAFEEEEF
HEAANFENRSCEE > EFRAKF

B (EHEE AR (5 - NI - HhlssE 5o —(EE
BHIERE - BUFSGETERE 2016 4
IR A CIERET ) PSRy A R St
INENEFUASRIERL > KT RE
SORSEREEAN FEIIEAH A - AR T R
B A0 THE o RS SRST 16 (80
SFEE A BT 15 {Iji@}i%“ﬁﬁfm*
JESi: P el NS RANRY o 4G NP

2019200 P AREE
RERTHEIRISBOEH
TERANTHE BT

Sample design

3. A stratified proportionate sample
design was adopted in the 2019/20 HES. A
similar sampling design has been adopted since
the 1984/85 round of the HES and the design
was found to be statistically efficient i.e. a higher
precision in the survey results can be achieved
compared to alternative sample designs given the
same amount of resources.

4. The survey population was classified
into homogeneous groups using stratifying
variables that are closely correlated with
household consumption expenditure, viz. “type
of housing”, “geographical areas” and “time”.

5. The type of housing in which a
household resides is an important stratification
factor because households residing in private,
subsidised, public and temporary housing usually
have different spending patterns. It is obvious
that households residing in private or subsidised
housing have a larger proportion of expenditure
on housing than households with similar income
but living in public or temporary housing.

6. In general, households in different
income ranges tend to have different expenditure
patterns; and there is correlation between
household income level and the district of
residence. Hence, geographical area is another
important stratification factor. According to the
household income distributions for each Tertiary
Planning Unit as obtained in the 2016 Population
By-census, the survey population was grouped
into different geographical areas. Based on
“type of housing” and “geographical area”, a
total of 16 strata or homogeneous groups of
households were formed, with 15 strata from the
RQ and one stratum from the RS.
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Sample design and estimation method of the HES

7. A — A RIRFER PR SZ
g H =R - FrPlE A E AT
—RAE > DU KBS T AR -
Nt - RFfEIRE— (BN ST EAZER - R
12 & H egeatifishor By 26 {EEEE - 1
T (AR E TR A RES I —
{5 - BERCHETRERNGEREAAR
M JRATBESE PR R

8. TEF5 By 16 @tk £ —
53 g 2 SR A E AL )N
& o BRI Y By 52 {EFEEA > FRIE 15
ARANWEF T AT E R Hrp—(E
FERANFEZERR

o

B K

9. 2019720 FEFBESZAGE TR E
VB AR LR 45 FE B e T R G R P 22
KRAYKEHERE ) i V&R & e -
FHF I A B s B A~ S IESL (P
WETHUZEE ~ CAFFREAEIFFELM
7w BREFE) o BERGGTHEAE
T 13 000 fEEFEAL > LAEEFITHERHILY
7000 fiE & E(EFRYEFE -

10. M TEFRE S GETRE ) R
12 @ H » M AY) TR E4at A
FARTHETT > INICAESeE T A A Ah e T
{EfTEARA > LUk E S AR TN ET
X ivAR

2019205 F B Sr st
R AT S B
EBRBTHE BUSHEE

7. Since the spending pattern of
households may vary in different periods of the
year, it is necessary that the survey covers an
entire year in order that seasonal variations in
spending can be taken into account. Therefore,
time was also used as an implicit stratification
factor.  The 12-month survey period was
divided into 26 bi-weekly cycles and each
sampled household was asked to take part in
only one «cycle. This increased the
representativeness of the survey results and
reduced the reporting burden of households.

8. Within each of the 16 strata, systematic
selection of quarters/segment areas was applied.
The sample was divided into 52 sub-samples.
Two  sub-samples of households were
enumerated in each of the 26 bi-weekly cycles of
the survey.

Sample size

9. The sample size for the 2019/20 HES
was determined taking into consideration the
desired precision of the survey results and
resources  availability. To allow for
non-response and ineligible cases (e.g. quarters
being vacant, demolished or not used for
residential purpose; collective households etc.), a
sample of some 13 000 quarters was drawn in
order to achieve the pre-determined target
number of some 7 000 cooperative households.

10. As the HES covered a 12-month period
and sample selection was carried out before the
survey commenced, two supplementary samples
of new quarters was drawn during the course of
the survey period to cover quarters in new
buildings.
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Sample design and estimation method of the HES

fhist 5%

1. PR SR
e T o LR (5 i
HISEETE - B TR DSt AR
BEPRB (P T IR RS - TRt
W5 > P R T A R
sk -

12. BREES (PlanfEklnes KIEE
SBIER) AIFEE WA ¢ (1) 2
AT R D (i) FRft T —EEA
BRIER - RIERCERR SR R
SRS ERI(E P ERE R (I — iR <L
HARIHVEIBRE R TEAE L - &
S LA 2 - JH B R AR IR A
T T H SR ET 3 A B HE R B S A
{H - EEEIEE S REREE P RIS AR
RS AR R - T4 RIRVEER &G M
a2 SH [P ESRA TR B E IR » LI 57255
Bt HENEER - BRE R DU — i
AN EIEE FRY PR SR (ERE
{EGRE P HIF S S {E - HEZ M EEH
FREEF - S AT ERH SR BRI
(EPABFIA) > DA —estai &
AR (RIS HER) 1y
MHEAGE R - sHE Rt AR T EIE
FollifEaH A - ZRA TR IMT BRI E
EER > AR HHEGE TR AT SRR
JEH A -

2019200 P AREE
RERTHEIRISBOEH
TERANTHE BT

Estimation method

11. As a diary-keeping type survey,
response rate for the HES was lower than other
survey of simpler nature. In order to reduce the
possible non-response  bias, weighting
adjustments were made in the estimation process.

12. Non-responding  households  (for
example, non-contacts and refusals) could be
further  distinguished into two  groups:
(1) households which did not supply any
information, and (ii) households which provided
some basic information i.e. households which
dropped-out from the survey during the
diary-keeping period or refused to co-operate but
agreed to supply some expenditure-related data
on a simple supplementary questionnaire. To
cope with the non-response cases, sample
weighting adjustments were carried out in
deriving expenditure estimates from the survey
data. The total sample consisting of both
responding households and non-responding
households was grouped into weighting classes
and the results of each class weighted by the
inverse of the class response rate. The effect of
doing this is the same as imputing the
expenditure pattern of a non-responding
household based on the average expenditure
pattern of responding households in the same
weighting class. For those households with the
supplementary questionnaire completed,
post-survey strata were formed to serve as
weighting classes by cross-classification of
several expenditure-related variables (household
size and income) as well as some pre-survey
variables (type of housing and survey cycle).
For those households which provide absolutely
no information, only the pre-survey variables
were used to form weighting classes.
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Sample design and estimation method of the HES

13. HEFI > BEFECEEER
SZHED o (EREERR M —LLIH HAVERL - B
IR I E A HHIBES - EEH
o FEAETERE L - RESUA
EFAE - BEE - st E
7 JE ] R AR - TR S
{5 T 2R [l — e SLAH 51 R BE A il o Y [
fEEFRre AR ERHE BASE -

14, T201920 FEEFHZAREEEE
PR T RIVTE (EFREEE) (hEHE
FHFFER - DEesEANAE
M o R L > TR AR
HIRERAT > ZAARFEE eI EA
HIRERRT - TR > AR AR
K 4 YA 28 e d B B I S H
B HIAIERIGERHEY o AR T - R
KERAF 2R tERAEETTA ) (Ratio
Estimation Method ) 5[EHHSH » [fj—&b{E
PR R AE - EFEAERAIE
FUCARIFITEERBI % - 5590 DIAFEmy T (&
FRZgetsiE | fh R A EIEEAET
AT AN E T B E RIS - B
FH I T7 AN ol sliE J 3 P S s E
TH I -

2019205 F B Sr st
R AT S B
EBRBTHE BUSHEE

13. In some situations, a household had
completed the diary survey but failed to furnish
some items of information, e.g. expenditure on
infrequently-purchased items. In this case,
imputation was carried out. Imputation classes
were formed according to household income,
household size, type of housing, survey area and
survey cycle. Imputation was then made for
missing expenditure data by adopting the
relevant data from a responding household
randomly selected from the same imputation
class.

14. An enhanced estimation method
(“generalised  regression  method”)  was
introduced in the 2019/20 HES for the estimation
of detailed expenditure data of households with a
view to further improving the representativeness
of the sample. Through this method, a set of
calibrated grossing-up factors which are as close
to the initial grossing-up factors as possible is
derived and at the same time, the grossed-up
figures for selected auxiliary variables compiled
based on the calibrated grossing-up factors
would reconcile with the known control total of
the variables concerned. In the estimation, the
initial grossing-up factors were derived using the
“Ratio Estimation Method” and some household
characteristics, such as household size,
household type and household income, were
chosen as auxiliary variables. Moreover, using
this method, the estimated expenditure data were
also adjusted for households which were away
from Hong Kong during the reference period of
the survey. The expenditure for such
households were not included in the estimates for
previous rounds of the HES.
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Estimation of sampling errors

15. The Jackknife repeated replications
method was used to estimate the variances of
estimates for average expenditures and
expenditure shares. The Jackknife technique is
a variation of replicated sampling but it has more
degrees of freedom than the simple replicated
estimator and thus provides a more stable
estimate of the variance.

16. While the HES sample consisted of 16
strata classified according to type of housing and
geographical area, households in each stratum
were further divided randomly into two
replicates. A set of 32 pseudo replicates were
then formed by dropping out one replicate from
each stratum in turn, and duplicating the
stratum’s other replicate. Let e be the estimator
of the population parameter £ from the total
sample. Let e; denotes the estimator from the

ith pseudo replicate and e;' from its complement.

The variance for an estimator, e, can then be
computed using the formula below:

Var(e) = %Z{(et—e)z + (e;—e)z}
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l. The questionnaire adopted in the
2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey (HES)
consisted of four parts, namely, (i) Household
Schedule (Form HES 1); (ii) Expenditure Diary
(Form HES 2B); (iii) Questionnaire on Regular
Payments and Expenditures on Infrequent
Purchases (Form HES 2A and 2C), and
(iv) Supplementary Questionnaire on Household
Income and Expenditure (Form HES 3). In
addition, a Supplementary Questionnaire (Form
HES 4) was adopted for collecting some basic
information of the non-responding households.

Household Schedule

2. The Household Schedule (Form HES 1)
was used to record information on housing
conditions, household particulars and personal
particulars of individual members of a
household.  Such information is useful for
analysing the relationship between household
expenditure patterns and household
characteristics.

3. On housing and household particulars,
major data items collected include type of
housing, tenure, area of accommodation,
household size, etc. For personal particulars,
information on age, sex, educational attainment,
activity status, occupation, income, relationship
with the head of household, etc. was collected
from each individual household member.
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Expenditure Diary

4. The Expenditure Diary (Form HES 2B)
served as an account book for households to
record particulars of all items of expenditure
incurred during the 2-week diary-keeping period.

5. Each household was issued an
Expenditure Diary which consisted of 2 booklets,
one for recording the daily expenses for one
week. During the 2-week period, the
expenditure diary book was kept by the
household and completed booklets for each week
were collected by the interviewer on each weekly
visit.  Household members were required to
report their own expenditure in the diary as far as
possible. For household members who could
not complete the diary themselves for one reason
or another, their expenditure was reported in the
diary by some other household members.
Individual household members who did not want
to record their expenditure in a shared diary book
might request for additional sets of the
Expenditure Diary.

6. For each entry made in the Expenditure
Diary, the respondent was required to give
particulars of all items of expenditure. Major
data items collected include:

+ adescription of the commodity/service item

* amount spent

* quantity purchased

+ type/name of retail outlet from which the
purchase was made (including online shops)

+ delivery charge (if applicable)
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7. The Expenditure Diary also consisted
of special schedules for recording receipts in
kind and discount allowances provided by
employers, relatives or social  welfare
organisations. The imputed expenditures for
these in-kind receipts are also included in the
household expenditure.

Questionnaire on Regular Payments

and Expenditures on Infrequent
Purchases
8. The  Questionnaire on  Regular

Payments and Expenditures on Infrequent
Purchases (Form 2A & 2C) was further divided
into two sections. The first section was
designed for recording regular payments (such as
electricity charges, school fees and Internet
service charges) which the households might not
have incurred in the 2-week diary-keeping
period; recording them in a separate schedule can
thus increase the accuracy of the expenditure
reporting.

9. The second section of the questionnaire
was designed for collecting information on
expenditure which was incurred occasionally.
It contained a list of commodities/services (such
as motor cars, electrical appliances, furniture and
outbound package tours) for which very few cases
were likely to be captured within a short
period of 2 weeks, and a 3-month reference
period was adopted instead to collect information
on these infrequent purchases. Households were
required to indicate details of purchases of these
items during the quarter of the year in which the
diary period fell.

85 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey

and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



EFF ARG

Questionnaire design of the HES

EIR STk

10. PTG (A% HES 3)
& BB E R ARIE P ifiaETHY - 6
FHEEFZHENEREFIEETRE
k> DUE— DU SUE I PR HERR -

S

11. it (Fi% HES 4) 255!
R SRR E (E P Y — S AR E R ks

0y - DBt s & PV E IR E © 9
b > (s T TR TS AV ERLIN Rl R
HuataH R TR NG E A R AR

MR AT IR N T AR B et i Y &
MIfEET T4 - RIEEEEAVIRE -

12. MG — LR S BRI
o AEF ANBRIR B 4G ~ fHARE -
S B M AR i B B = R S A R O IR
E °

2019200 P AREE
RERTHEIRISBOEH
TERANTHE BT

Supplementary  Questionnaire  on
Household Income and Expenditure

10. The Supplementary Questionnaire on
Household Income and Expenditure (Form HES 3)
was designed for households with expenditure
exceeding income. It collects further
information on their consumption behaviour for
studying the expenditure patterns of these
households.

Supplementary Questionnaire

11. The Supplementary  Questionnaire
(Form HES 4) was specially designed for
collecting some basic information from
non-responding households so that analysis of
the possible non-response bias could be made.
In addition, information collected could provide
an objective basis for applying the weighting
adjustment method to take account of possible
non-response bias in the estimation process.

12. The Supplementary  Questionnaire
contained some simple and easy-to-answer
questions relating to household size and
composition, tenure, rent and broad income
range, all of which had a bearing on household
expenditure.
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Survey procedures

1. The year-long survey period was
divided into 26 bi-weekly cycles. Households
selected for the Household Expenditure Survey
(HES) were also divided into 26 independent
samples, with one sample of households
participated in the survey in each cycle. About
3 weeks before the commencement of each
survey cycle, recruitment letters were issued by
the Census and Statistics Department (C&SD) to
the sampled quarters informing households
therein about the details of the survey. The
name of the interviewer assigned to visit a given
quarters was printed on the letter sent to that
address in order to enhance the confidence of
households in the sampled quarters.

2. An online reporting option was
introduced in the 2019/20 HES. The website
address and other login information were
provided in the recruitment letters for households
to access the Online Questionnaire System and
complete the questionnaire online. The
interviewers would subsequently contact those
households who had registered online by phone
to provide necessary assistance in completing the
questionnaires.
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3. For those households who had not
registered in the Online Questionnaire System 2
weeks after despatch of the letters, the
interviewers would pay visits to them. He/she
carried with him/her a staff identity card and a
certificate issued by the C&SD authorising
him/her to conduct the survey and showed them
to household members when calling on a
household. The householder could check the
identity of the interviewer by reference to the
recruitment letter mailed to that address. After
confirming with the respondent that the correct
address had been located, the interviewer then
requested household residing in the quarters to
participate in the survey and explained to them in
detail the purposes of the survey, the reporting
requirements and the confidentiality measures
that had been adopted to protect the data reported
by the households.

4. If a household agreed to participate in
the survey, the interviewer gave an Expenditure
Diary to the household, and asked the household
members to keep records of their expenditure
individually during the 2-week reference period.
For household members who could not complete
the diary themselves for one reason or another,
their expenditures could be reported in the diary
by some other household members.
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5. If no one answered the door when the
interviewer called at an address, the interviewer
would ask the neighbours or the management
office of the building whether the quarters was
occupied and if so, when the occupants were
likely to be in. He/she then left behind a letter
requesting the household to telephone the C&SD
to make an appointment. The interviewer had
to make at least six calls at the same address, on
different days and at different times of the day
before a case was given up. If the interviewer
could not contact the households in the quarters
after six or more visits, he/she would leave
behind the Supplementary  Questionnaire
(Form HES 4) together with a letter. The
non-contacted household was requested to
complete the Supplementary Questionnaire and
mail it back to the C&SD using the postage-paid
envelope.

6. Past  experience indicated  that
households could be more easily contacted
during the evenings. Thus the interviewers
were required to work in the evening for at least
3 working days a week under normal
circumstances so as to maintain satisfactory
work progress. However, the data collection
work of this round of HES was affected by the
COVID-19 epidemic. During periods when the
epidemic situation was severe, face-to-face
interviews were suspended and special work
arrangement was implemented to maintain social
distancing. Households were mainly contacted
by phone and the evening work was re-arranged
suitably.
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7. After recruiting the households to
participate in a given bi-weekly cycle, the
interviewers would contact each participating
household several times during the reference
2-week period by telephoning and paying
follow-up visits to them. During the follow-up
visits, they collected the completed expenditure
record booklets and performed on-the-spot
checks to ensure that the information was
recorded properly and there were no
inconsistencies or omissions in reporting. The
telephone contacts and follow-up visits also
enabled the interviewers to establish good
relations with the households so that they were
less likely to drop out from the survey and more
willing to provide the required information.
For households who chose to complete the
questionnaires online, the interviewers would
contact them by telephone for clarification and
verification of data which appeared inconsistent
or missing.

8. Apart from  providing  detailed
information on the daily expenditure, the
households were also asked to supply
information on various household and personal
particulars and any regular payments they made
as well as receipts in kind (such as subsidised
accommodation from their employers). The
interviewers also asked the households to
provide details of expenditure on
infrequently-purchased commodities and
services. For more details pertaining to the data
collected in the HES, please see Appendix 5.

9. As a token of appreciation, an
honorarium of $200 was given to each household
that had provided all the required information.
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10. In order to standardise the operational
procedures and to ensure good quality of the
survey data, all interviewers and office staff were
required to follow the procedures as stipulated in
their work manuals closely. Various control
forms were designed to record the flow of
questionnaires and for monitoring the progress of
fieldwork.

Training of staff

11. As the smooth completion of the HES
depended to a great extent on the co-operation of
the sampled households which in turn was
influenced by the skill and performance of the
field staff, the provision of adequate training for
the interviewers was particularly important.
Before the survey commenced, intensive training
in the form of classroom lectures was given to all
interviewers. The aim was to acquaint them
with the concepts and definitions employed in
the HES, the purposes and requirements of the
survey and the operational procedures.

12. In addition to classroom training,
role-playing was organised so that the
interviewers could familiarise themselves with
the situation of actual interviews. On-the-job
training was also provided to the interviewers.
They paid field visits with their supervisors who
evaluated their actual performance during
interviews and provided suitable guidance.
Arrangements were also made for more
experienced the interviewers to conduct field
visits together with the new recruits before the
latter took up their work independently.

13. Throughout the entire survey period,
regular meetings were held with the interviewers
to enable them to exchange experience and to
feedback problems they encountered. These
meetings also served to continuously train the
interviewers on the survey requirements and
techniques so that a high standard of
performance in fieldwork could be maintained.
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14. Intensive training was also given to the
coders before the survey commenced so that they
could familiarise with the concepts and
definitions employed in the HES, the
requirements and operational procedures of the
survey. Meetings were also held among the
coders from time to time to discuss problems
they encountered.

Data processing

15. A computer-aided coding system,
which integrated data processing procedures
including editing, coding, data input and
validation checks into one system, was adopted.
Using the system, coders performed data editing,
coding and input simultaneously. Immediate
checks were performed by the computer system
to ensure data accuracy. This ensured the data
quality and accuracy as well as operational
efficiency.

Handling of non-responding
households
16. When a household refused to keep

expenditure records despite all means of
persuasion, the household was requested to
provide some simple information relating to
household size and composition, tenure, rent and
broad income range to enable the interviewer to
complete the Supplementary Questionnaire
(Form HES 4). Similarly, when the interviewer
could not contact a household after six or more
visits, he/she would leave a Supplementary
Questionnaire together with a postage-paid
envelope and a covering letter requesting the
household to complete and return the
questionnaire to the C&SD by post. Among the
3 553 non-response households, 566 (16%) of

them completed the Supplementary
Questionnaire.
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17. The information on the characteristics
of non-responding households was compared
with those of the responding households. The
comparison revealed that their profiles were
similar thus confirming the representativeness of
the responding households. The information
also provided an objective basis for applying the
weighting adjustment method to take into
account possible non-response bias in the
estimation.
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Activity status — The population can be divided
into two groups, economically active population
and economically inactive population.  The
economically active population is further divided
into the following categories:

(1) Employer — a person who works for profit or
fees in his/her own business/profession and
employs at least one person (other than
domestic helper) to work for him/her.

(2) Self-employed — a person who works for
profit or fees in  his/her own
business/profession, neither employed by
someone nor employing others.

(3) Employee — a person who works for an
employer (private companies, households or
government) for wages, salary, commission,
tips, or payment in kind. This also includes
domestic helper and paid family worker.

(4) Outworker — a person who is free to take
his/her work/materials home or anywhere
he/she likes for processing.

(5) Unpaid family worker — a person who works
for no pay in a family business. Food and
lodging and pocket money are not counted
as pay. However, if the workers receive
regular pay for the work performed, they
should be regarded as employees.

(6) Student worker — a full-time student who
performs some work for wage, salary,
payment in kind, etc.

The above six categories constitute the
“employed population” which is defined as
persons aged 15 or over who are engaged in
performing work for pay or profit during the
7 days before recruitment for participation in the
survey, or have formal job attachment.

94 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



{E PB4 at R HRE R e

Terms and definitions in the HES

(7) LFE — Fm 15 bl ERYA
& AEERSEGETRER] 7 KA
AR - NMAE S RER n] LT
E > WAESER S Bt A AT 30 KA
AHETE  ERERKENL -2
PINSR G ER AT MR RENEEYS S S R ]
ARETAFRI AL § FEEE TIFIA
=+ RAEEIZA TIF AT oA e
TARHY AL -

TEEFELE T L] BFEfTE RS
ERGETIA AT 7 R ERR (L /R TERY
AN fE5E 7 RWIEAERBREI AL R RZE
ARSI - BIEER B - BIRA LKA
15 gL N AL EARENA -

Fe — HEANERERERE
e

AWAKRE — fEEFREREIEES
srElEE -~ (ER - ShE T~ SRIRERAEUE
HEFREAEmMEE AL TEPEEI
A e

B — (EFFSZIEANE R (B
TEEPRRL) HUHERS - BB T
FASZ

(1) P3RSz > MIARR SR EENL TR
FoP SR A R A B S

(2) R AR R (BN LA "
NIF ) B AT R E AR

2019/204F4F F B4t 2
REETHEYEEEEIN
EERITHE BUNSETE

(7) Unemployed — a person aged 15 or over is
classified as unemployed if the person is
without work, though available for work,
during the 7 days before recruitment for
participation in the survey and has sought
work during the 30 days before recruitment
for participation in the survey.  Also
included are persons who have sought work
but have not been available for work
because of temporary sickness; persons who
are waiting to take up a job, and persons
who are not seeking work because they
believe work is not available.

The economically inactive population is made up
of those persons who have not had a job and
have not been at work during the 7 days before
recruitment for participation in the survey,
excluding persons who have been on
leave/holiday during the 7-day period and
persons who are unemployed. Persons such as
home-makers, retired persons and all those
below the age of 15 are thus included.

Age — The number of complete years a person
has passed since birth.

Earner — A household member whose activity
status is either employer, employee, outworker,
student worker or self-employed and who
receives income from employment.

Expenditures — Household expenditure refers to
consumption expenditure on commodities and
services (including payment in kind), but do not
include the following items:

(1) business expenses, i.e. expenses which are
incurred in connection with business
activities and which are counted as cost to
the business or organisation for which the
activities are carried out;

(2) cash contributions to relatives and friends
(e.g. cash as gift) and regular outlays paid
for other individuals;
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(3) MPF / Provident fund contribution and
personal income tax;

(4) investment amount;
(5) charitable donation;

(6) outlays on behalf of other individuals which
will be repaid later;

(7) overseas (including Macao and the
mainland of China) expenditures;

(8) remittances to abroad; and

(9) subscriptions to old-age societies and
savings clubs.

Household expenditures include all payments by
cash, credit card, autopay, credit account,
cheque, bankers’ order, cash coupon, payment by
phone systems and various means of electronic
payment systems, etc. Household expenditures
include all actual purchases made during the
survey period, even if the goods would be
delivered later. For payments made by credit
card or credit instalment, the full amount is
recorded on the day of purchase but not on the
day of payment.

In accordance with the latest international
guidelines regarding the treatment for online
purchases in the CPI compilation, household
expenditures include all online purchases.
Online purchases from local and non-local
websites are included, as long as the goods are
delivered to and the services are provided in
Hong Kong.
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Online purchases refer to the purchases of
commodities and services through computer
networks specially operated for the purpose of
receiving or placing of orders. The goods and
services are ordered by those methods, but the
payment and the ultimate delivery of goods and
services do not have to be conducted online.
On the other hand, orders made by manually
typed e-mails, telephone calls or facsimiles are
not regarded as online sales.

For employer-subsidised, owner-occupied and
rent-free accommodations, despite the rent is not
required or not paid out in full actually, a rent is
imputed with the assistance of the Rating and
Valuation Department to these accommodations.
In the case of resident domestic helpers, who are
by definition members of a household, cash
wages paid to them are taken as a household
expense on domestic service.

Head of household — The person who is
acknowledged as the head by household
members. In general, the head of the household
is the person who:

(1) is recognised to be the major decision maker
of the household; or

(2) owns the household accommodation; or

(3) 1is legally responsible for the rent of the
accommodation; or

(4) has the accommodation as one of the
benefits of his/her employment.

Household — A household as referred to in the
Household Expenditure Survey (HES) results
means domestic household. Collective households
are not included.
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Domestic household — A household consists of a
group of persons who live together in the same
quarters and make common provision for
essentials for living. These persons need not be
related. A person who makes provision for
essentials for living without sharing with other
persons is also regarded as a household. In this
case, the household is a one-person household.

Collective household — A collective household
usually consists of unrelated persons. The
expenditure on food and accommodation of the
household is usually borne by:

« government/public charitable bodies, e.g.
residential care home for elderly, boys’
home, girls’ home and half-way house.

o private and other organisations with members
paying for their expenditure, e.g. hospital and
boarding school dormitory.

+ employers, e.g. staff quarters for workers in
restaurants (but exclude families in married
staff quarters which are classified as domestic
households).

Household composition — This is derived from
the information on relationship to the head of
household of each person and the identification
of spouse and parent-child relationships among
members of the household. The households can
be divided into three groups, nuclear family
households, relative households, and other
households. ~ These households are further
divided into the following categories:

Nuclear family households

(1) Composed of couple — A household
comprising a married couple without any
other related persons. It may or may not
include other unrelated persons (e.g.
domestic helpers).
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(2)

)

Composed of couple and unmarried
children — A household comprising a couple
and their unmarried child(ren) without any
other related persons. It may or may not
include other wunrelated persons (e.g.
domestic helpers).

Composed of lone parent and unmarried
children — A household comprising a father
or mother and his / her unmarried child(ren)
without any other related persons. It may or
may not include other unrelated persons
(e.g. domestic helpers).

Relative households

(4)

()

(6)

Composed of couple and at least one of
their parents — A household comprising a
couple and at least one of their parents
(including the parent(s) of the wife and / or
husband) without any other related persons.
It may or may not include other unrelated
persons (e.g. domestic helpers).

Composed of couple, at least one of their
parents and their unmarried children — A
household comprising a couple, at least one
of their parents (including the parent(s) of
the wife and / or husband) and their
unmarried children without any other related
persons. It may or may not include other
unrelated persons (e.g. domestic helpers).

Composed of  other relationship
combinations — A household comprising a
group of related persons but not being
classified in the above categories. It may
or may not include other unrelated persons
(e.g. domestic helpers).

Other households

(7)

(8)

99

one-person households — A household with
only one person.

Non-relative households — A household
comprising unrelated person(s).
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Household size — The number of household
members in a domestic household.

Payment in kind — Payment in kind received by
an employee from his employer to supplement
his earnings are counted as expenditure. These
include, for instance, accommodation provided
or subsidised by employers, medical expenses
and expenses reimbursed by employers on petrol
for private use, and any allowance made for
items obtained from employers at discounted or
concessionary prices. The full retail value of
such items is recorded as expenditure and the
difference between the retail and concessionary
prices is added to income. The value of each
commodity or service item provided by
employers free of charge, e.g. meal, transport
and medical treatment, are also counted.
However, uniforms or other subsidies provided
by employers for the purpose of conducting
business are not included.

Quarters — A quarters is an enclosed space in a
residential, industrial, commercial or other types
of building for living and other purposes. A
quarters must be internally connected so that the
occupants can move between rooms without
going through a public corridor or staircase, and
it must be externally accessible which should
have direct access to the street, public corridor or
staircase without going through other quarters.
There are two types of quarters, permanent
quarters and temporary quarters.

Relationship with head of household — The
relationship of a household member with the
head of household is classified into the following
categories:

(1) Spouse

(2) Child

(3) Father or mother

(4) Brother or sister
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(5) Grandchild
(6) Other relatives

(7) Resident domestic helper, including private
chauffeur or gardener

(8) Other unrelated persons such as boarder,
guest, spouse or child of domestic helper,
etc.

Tenure of accommodation — This refers to the
terms or conditions under which an
accommodation is held by a domestic household.
It is distinguished into the following types:

(1) Accommodation provided by employer — a
household occupies an accommodation
provided by the employer of one of the
household members. This also includes
households occupying quarters leased from
employer at a nominal rent. If a household
member uses housing allowance given by
his/her employer for renting accommodation,
the tenure is not regarded as accommodation
provided by employer.

(2) Owner-occupier — a household which owns
the quarters it occupies (including owning
with mortgages).

(3) Sole tenant — a household which rents the
whole quarters it occupies from someone
who lives outside the quarters without
sharing it with other household(s) or
subletting.

(4) Main tenant — a household which rents the
whole quarters it occupies from someone
who lives outside the quarters and sublets
part of the quarters to other household(s).

(5) Sub-tenant — a household which rents part of
the quarters from someone who also lives in
the same quarters.
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(6) Co-tenant — two or more households each of
which rents part of the quarters from
someone who lives outside the quarters.

(7) Rent-free — a household which occupies the
accommodation free. This does not include
owner-occupiers or households occupying
accommodation provided by employer.

Type of accommodation — The accommodation
for a household is distinguished into six types,
namely, whole unit, rooms/cubicles, cocklofts,
bedspaces, room cubicles, and accommodation in
non-residential quarters where no area is
partitioned off for living purpose.

Type of housing — Quarters are classified
according to the type of building in which they
are located. Quarters are broadly classified into
public, subsidised and private housing.

Public housing
(1) Housing Authority Rental Blocks

(2) Housing Society Rental Blocks
(3) Housing Authority Interim Housing Blocks

(4) Housing Authority Tenants Purchase Scheme
(TPS) Blocks / Buy-or-Rent Options (BRO)
[rented flats]

(5) Housing Society Senior Citizen Residences
Scheme Blocks

Subsidised sales flats

(6) Housing Authority Home Ownership
Scheme (HOS) Blocks / Private Sector
Participation Scheme (PSPS) Blocks [sold
flats without premium paid]

(7) Middle Income Housing (MIH) Scheme
Blocks [sold flats without premium paid]
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(8) Housing Authority Tenants Purchase
Scheme (TPS) Blocks / Buy-or-Rent
Options (BRO) [sold flats without premium
paid]

(9) Housing Society Flat for Sale Scheme
(FFSS) Blocks / Sandwich Class Housing
Scheme (SCHS) / Subsidised Sale Flats
(SSF) Project Blocks [sold flats without
premium paid]

(10) Housing  Authority Mortgage Subsidy
Scheme (MSS) Blocks [sold flats without
premium paid]

(11) Housing Authority Green Form Subsidised
Home Ownership Pilot Scheme (GSH)
Blocks

(12) Urban Renewal Authority Flat-for-Flat
(FFF) Scheme

(13) Urban Renewal Authority Subsidised Sale
Flat Scheme

Private housing
(14) Private housing blocks — self-contained

(15) Private housing blocks — non self-contained

(16) Modern houses / Modern village houses /
Simple stone houses / Traditional village
houses

(17) Other private permanent housing (including
staff quarters)

(18) Private temporary housing

(19) Housing  Society Urban Improvement
Scheme (UIS) / Full Market Value
Development / Urban Renewal Project
Blocks
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(20) Housing ~ Authority Home Ownership
Scheme (HOS) Blocks / Private Sector
Participation Scheme (PSPS) Blocks [sold
flats with premium paid]

(21) Middle Income Housing (MIH) Scheme
Blocks [sold flats with premium paid]

(22) Housing  Authority Tenants  Purchase
Scheme (TPS) Blocks / Buy-or-Rent
Options (BRO) [sold flats with premium
paid]

(23) Housing Society Flat for Sale Scheme
(FFSS) Blocks / Sandwich Class Housing
Scheme (SCHS) / Subsidised Sale Flats
(SSF) Project Blocks [sold flats with
premium paid]

(24) Housing  Authority Mortgage Subsidy
Scheme (MSS) Blocks [sold flats with
premium paid]

(25) Housing Society Joyous Living Housing
Scheme Blocks

Self-contained private housing blocks refer to
apartment  blocks, tenement blocks and
composite buildings. A self-contained quarters
is one which has an internal kitchen and an
internal toilet. Quarters in modern tenement
blocks without permanent partitioned rooms but
have kitchen and toilet facilities are considered
as self-contained.

Modern houses include bungalows and villas
with bathroom, flush toilet system, internal
kitchen and running water supply.

Private temporary housing includes roof-top
structures, mobile dwellings and temporary huts.

Type of retail outlet — This refers to the type of
retail outlets and service providers (e.g.
department stores, supermarkets, beauty salons,
etc.) from which the commodities and services
are acquired by the households during the survey
period.
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*1 : HERABEDNEFSHRSE 10 EESAE - A8 90 [EE 218
(201910 & 20209 H)
Table 1 The 10th percentile, median and the 90th percentile monthly household expenditure
by household size (October 2019 — September 2020)
FEFEHX
Monthly household expenditure
F10(EH 738 Hr g SE90(E H 73 fir g
IES=PN5s Household size The 10th percentile Median The 90th percentile
$ $ $

LA 1 person 5,000 16,000 33,200

2N 2 persons 8,300 21,200 44,500

3A 3 persons 12,200 26,400 51,700

4N 4 persons 15,100 31,700 61,900

5N 5 persons 19,800 41,300 83,800

6 AR DL L 6 persons and over 21,300 43,300 120,700

A Overall 9,200 24,900 55,300
*R2 e EREIEHMEF S AR 10 [EE A8 PABREs 90 EE &

(201910 HE 20209 H)
Table 2 The 10th percentile, median and the 90th percentile monthly household expenditure
by type of housing (October 2019 — September 2020)
FEFEHRX
Monthly household expenditure
SE10{EE 7 PArE F90(E 73 ir 8
F R Type of housing The 10th percentile Median The 90th percentile
$ $ $

NERE Public housing 5,200 13,100 26,700

EEE Subsidised housing 15,000 25,100 43,200

N Private housing 15,100 31,900 64,900

by Overall 9,200 24,900 55,300

F > T2019/20 B FRASCARET R | B BUREOE— MR RIS RERE T P HIBASE « ARSI PR G- e P & TE R
TR TEERRAS -

Note : During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures. Household expenditure figures in these tables refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table 3 * Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section/group
by quartile expenditure group (October 2019 — September 2020)
a3 fir i S 4H A1 5L )
Quartile expenditure group Overall
P e B S R )/ ] . e e o
Commodity/service ARSI E- 2t 4% v A= 4% o kv e PU5HIL FEEEHMEMYT 4 YL E
section/group The lowest 25% The second 25%  The third 25%  The highest 25% Average monthly Proportion of
household expenditure online purchase
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ % %
Bl &
Section 1: Food
1 A RS B e 2,275 224 3,636 18.0 5,515 179 8,757 14.6 5,045 16.7 3.9
Meals out and takeaway
food
REARMS (AIZE2E2740)| 1,952 193 2,653 132 3211 104 4429 74 3,061 10.1 2.8
Basic food
(i.e. groups 2-27)
2 >k 49 0.5 59 0.3 69 0.2 79 0.1 64 0.2 44
Rice
3 HASSSE R 59 06 79 04 94 03 116 02 87 0.3 48
Other cereals and
cereal preparations
4 FHEL - BF - BHEZ BORERE 106 1.0 151 0.7 196 0.6 285 0.5 184 0.6 1.7
Bread, cakes, biscuits
and puddings
5 KA 180 1.8 234 1.2 262 0.9 364 0.6 260 0.9 0.2
Salt-water fish
6 KA 80 0.8 85 0.4 79 0.3 77 0.1 80 0.3 §
Fresh-water fish
7 HAtE e 34 03 63 03 97 03 175 03 92 0.3 1.4
Other fresh sea products
8 Lk 85 0.8 130 0.6 179 0.6 306 0.5 175 0.6 6.7
Processed sea products
9 5&A 305 3.0 391 1.9 410 1.3 463 0.8 392 1.3 0.2
Pork
10 4~ 44 0.4 69 0.3 96 0.3 176 0.3 96 0.3 1.2
Beef
11 & 74 0.7 109 0.5 138 0.4 174 0.3 124 0.4 1.2
Poultry
12 HA 141 14 224 1.1 282 09 437 0.7 271 0.9 7.7
Meat, frozen
13 WEEEAR 15 01 15 0.1 19 0.1 18 § 17 0.1 3.7
Meat, canned
14 F Ak 54 05 75 04 83 03 87 0.1 75 0.2 1.5
Meat, others
15 SHrifsRsg 287 28 342 17 383 12 471 0.8 371 12 0.8
Fresh vegetables
16 BB 10 0.1 13 0.1 16 0.1 20 § 15 § 49
Processed vegetables
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Table 3 : Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section/group
(Cont’d) by quartile expenditure group (October 2019 — September 2020)
Yo iz BASZ 4R A Hagy
Quartile expenditure group Overall
PSR AL B n o o
Commodity/service &MU BETEmESr EEESfr SeEUs i FEFFHMEMY 4 LEYLE
section/group The lowest 25% The second 25%  The third 25%  The highest 25% Average monthly Proportion of
household expenditure online purchase
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ % %
17 fips 138 1.4 193 1.0 238 0.8 354 0.6 231 0.8 22
Fresh fruit
18 Sl 4 § 6 § 6 § 11 § 7 § 2.7
Processed fruit
19 #yfEEL 37 0.4 76 0.4 114 0.4 182 03 102 0.3 5.7
Dairy products
20 & 40 0.4 45 0.2 53 0.2 64 0.1 51 0.2 1.3
Eggs
21 &l 27 03 29 0.1 33 01 43 0.1 33 0.1 5.5
Edible oils
22 /K 11 0.1 16 0.1 19 0.1 25 § 18 0.1 5.1
Carbonated drinks
23 EAA SIS G 45 04 66 03 88 03 115 0.2 79 0.3 9.4
Other non-alcoholic
beverages
24 fE 3 § 3 § 6 § 7 § 5 § 8.9
Sugar
25 R 8 0.1 14 0.1 21 0.1 45 0.1 22 0.1 1.8
Confectionery
26 FELR RO 16 0.2 27 0.1 38 0.1 53 0.1 34 0.1 3.4
Flavourings and additives
27 HAth &k 102 1.0 140 0.7 193 0.6 281 0.5 179 0.6 5.2
Food, others
INEF 4,227 41.7 6,289 31.2 8,727 284 13,186 22.0 8,107 26.8 3.5
Sub-total
Baz:  ERE
Section 2: Housing
28 FH& (HEzZEfmRHFE ) 3,011 29.7 8,129 403 11,773 383 20,436 34.1 10,836 35.8 0.0
Rent, including rates and
government rent
29 EHE R HAM GRS 102 1.0 494 24 908 3.0 2,615 44 1,030 34 0.1
Management fees and
other housing charges
INEF 3,113 30.7 8,622 428 12,681 412 23,051 385 11,865 39.3 §
Sub-total
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Table 3 * Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section/group
(Cont’d) by quartile expenditure group (October 2019 — September 2020)
UG ivAEE bl Hagy
Quartile expenditure group Overall
R S S A 4R B n - o
Commodity/service AR BEES  BEErSr sl | EREH TR W EEYttE
section/group The lowest 25% The second 25%  The third 25%  The highest 25% Average monthly Proportion of
household expenditure online purchase
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ % %
BRI3: B BEEK
Section 3: Electricity, gas
and water
30 &N 221 22 296 1.5 410 1.3 606 1.0 383 1.3 0.0
Electricity
31 R 131 1.3 175 0.9 198 0.6 269 0.4 193 0.6 0.0
Towngas
32 MR SCEA R 28 0.3 32 0.2 45 0.1 32 0.1 34 0.1 0.0
Liquefied petroleum gas
and other fuel
33 K& RPETE 51 05 64 03 84 03 111 02 77 0.3 0.0
Water and sewage charges
INET 431 43 567 2.8 736 2.4 1,018 1.7 688 23 0.0
Sub-total
B4 EE
Section 4: Alcoholic drinks
and tobacco
34 BPERINH 4 § 13 0.1 34 0.1 130 02 45 0.1 7.1
Wines and spirits
35 gL 15 0.1 16 0.1 15 § 20 § 16 0.1 4.4
Beer
36 HIE 85 0.8 115 0.6 98 0.3 8 0.1 96 0.3 0.0
Cigarettes
INEF 104 1.0 143 0.7 147 0.5 234 04 157 0.5 2.5
Sub-total
BRls: KA
Section 5: Clothing and
footwear
37 BEIMKR 28 03 75 04 178 0.6 399 07 170 0.6 143
Men’s outerclothing
38 BEENR 5 § 5 § 11 § 19 § 10 § 6.7
Men’s underclothing
39 ZHAMK 60 0.6 115 0.6 279 0.9 712 12 291 1.0 15.7
Women’s outerclothing
40 ZHEEANAR 6 0.1 20 0.1 30 0.1 54 0.1 28 0.1 8.2
Women’s underclothing
41 AR 15 0.1 30 0.2 39 0.1 122 0.2 52 0.2 6.7
Children’s outerclothing
42 AR 0 § 5 § 4 § 10 § 5 § 6.8
Children’s underclothing
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Table 3 * Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section/group
(Cont’d) by quartile expenditure group (October 2019 — September 2020)
P4 B S Gty
Quartile expenditure group Overall
R b TS A4 B . - o
Commodity/service &MU BETEmESr EEESfr SeEUs i FEFFHMEMY 4 LEYLE
section/group The lowest 25% The second 25%  The third 25%  The highest 25% Average monthly Proportion of
household expenditure online purchase
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ % %
43 BA5IY) 1 § 3 § 6 § 23 § 8 § 20.8
Infants’ clothing
44 FHAhA) 4 § 6 § 15 § 61 0.1 21 0.1 21.6
Clothing, others
45 AL 17 02 4 02 63 02 158 03 70 0.2 10.9
Men’s footwear
46 ZHEEE 16 02 48 02 77 03 190 03 83 0.3 15.2
Women’s footwear
47 BEALRIR G 2 § 5 § 8 § 25 § 10 § 2.7
Children’s and infants’
footwear
INEF 155 1.5 356 1.8 709 2.3 1,772 3.0 748 2.5 13.8
Sub-total
Bale: MAYS
Section 6: Durable goods
48 FH 2 02 51 03 101 03 275 05 112 0.4 82
Furniture
49 REEBERK AR 104 1.0 162 038 248 08 624 1.0 284 0.9 11.5
Home appliances, electric
and gas
50 §EE st 27 03 34 02 59 02 158 03 70 0.2 10.2
Video and sound
equipment
51 EENRHY R EE NG 109 1.1 299 1.5 513 1.7 900 1.5 455 1.5 17.3
Information technology
and telecommunications
equipment
52 BHEKBFHA 9 0.1 16 0.1 26 0.1 58 0.1 27 0.1 145
Tableware and kitchen
utensils
53 gEsk - HRAEME ROCER S 26 03 45 02 63 02 509 0.8 161 0.5 5.4
Watches, clocks, cameras
and optical goods
54 JRITRINL ~ AR H AR 37 04 5403 115 04 514 09 180 0.6 18.8
NBESY)im
Travel goods, handbags
and other personal effects
55 HAm AP 3 § 3 § 11 § 76 0.1 23 0.1 7.3
Durable goods, others
INEF 337 33 664 33 1,135 3.7 3,114 52 1,312 43 134
Sub-total
2019/20 F4F: PR X 4estEE 111 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
KT HE Y E S B and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices

FHRITHRE BINGEtE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



St

Tables

RIGE o EIUDAIBESTAE R R R R AR B B A B M A A SRR

(2019410 5ZE 20204E9 )
Table 3 * Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section/group
(Cont’d) by quartile expenditure group (October 2019 — September 2020)
Pa53 (i B S 4L Gy
Quartile expenditure group Overall
R SR R AL B n o o
Commodity/service AR BEES  BEErSr sl | EREH TR W EEYttE
section/group The lowest 25% The second 25%  The third 25%  The highest 25% Average monthly Proportion of
household expenditure online purchase
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ % %
A7 BRI
Section 7: Miscellaneous
goods
56 ) 127 1.3 234 1.2 410 1.3 546 0.9 329 1.1 12.2
Proprietary medicines and
supplies
57 ek - FHEERHEAT) 15 0.1 26 0.1 36 0.1 71 0.1 37 0.1 13.5
Newspapers, books and
periodicals
58 X H 8 0.1 15 0.1 24 0.1 84 0.1 33 0.1 3.1
Stationery
59 1EA ~ BEE - PREE - 8 0.1 19 0.1 53 0.2 101 0.2 45 0.1 5.6
Soft furnishings
60 bttt B A\ GERE F i 105 1.0 203 1.0 308 1.0 483 0.8 275 0.9 11.0
Cosmetics and personal
care products
61 FEFREMA KM 30 03 43 02 56 0.2 81 0.1 52 0.2 6.4
Household cleansing tools
and supplies
62 Hfi 11 0.1 25 0.1 32 0.1 203 03 68 0.2 4.9
Jewellery
63 IrHE KIEF MM 14 ol 30 01 62 02 132 02 59 0.2 153
Toys and hobbies
64 WEEEFIE 50 0.5 79 0.4 102 0.3 238 04 117 0.4 0.3
Purchases of textbooks
65 A5 E Hdn 17 02 27 0.1 47 02 98 0.2 47 0.2 12.0
Household goods, others
INEF 384 3.8 699 35 1,130 3.7 2,036 34 1,062 35 9.5
Sub-total
s X\
Section 8: Transport
66 [ B e (T 2 § 9 § 65 0.2 913 L5 247 0.8 10.5
Purchases of and repairs to
motor vehicles
67 SUH 10 0.1 42 0.2 153 0.5 550 0.9 188 0.6 0.0
Motor fuel
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Table 3 : Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section/group
(Cont’d) by quartile expenditure group (October 2019 — September 2020)
a3 fir i S 4H A 5L )
Quartile expenditure group Overall
PSR AL B n o o
Commodity/service &MU BETEmESr EEESfr SeEUs i FEFFHMEMY 4 LEYLE
section/group The lowest 25% The second 25%  The third 25%  The highest 25% Average monthly Proportion of
household expenditure online purchase
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ % %
68 JREERROF ~ fRbg ~ BRE - 34 0.3 114 0.6 434 1.4 1,695 2.8 569 1.9 0.3
JHE KRB
Motor licences, insurance,
instructor’s fees, parking
fees and tunnel tolls
69 E L% 163 1.6 249 1.2 304 1.0 299 0.5 254 0.8 0.0
Bus fares
70 BFHEHE 0" § 1 § 3 § 2 § 2 § 0.0
Tram fares
71 AN NEIE A 62 0.6 89 0.4 118 0.4 94 0.2 91 0.3 0.0
Public light bus fares
72 L 13 0.1 36 02 107 03 278 0.5 108 0.4 0.0
Taxi fares
73 EHREE 147 15 271 1.3 373 12 474 0.8 316 1.0 0.0
MTR fares
74 R NEmALE: 3 § 6 § 9 § 15 § 8 § 0.0
Ferry fares
75 HAtrAH S M T HE 12 0.1 25 0.1 65 02 234 04 84 0.3 0.1
Local transport, others
76 #HEHF B EEH 17 0.2 45 0.2 121 04 476 0.8 165 0.5 86.9
Inbound and outbound
transport fares
INET 463 4.6 887 44 1,753 5.7 5,031 8.4 2,033 6.7 8.4
Sub-total
BA9:  MERE
Section 9: Miscellaneous
services
77 £ 207 2.0 551 2.7 1,182 38 3,489 5.8 1,357 4.5 0.4
School fees
78 HithZEEH 9 0.1 22 0.1 34 0.1 125 0.2 47 0.2 0.2
Other educational charges
79 GRS 170 1.7 357 1.8 639 2.1 1,942 32 777 2.6 0.2
Medical services
80 FErslipLE 4 § 9 § 10 § 20 § 11 § 12.1
Cinema entertainment
81 JikiE 14 0.1 57 0.3 144 0.5 641 1.1 214 0.7 51.3
Package tours
82 HEHBAL 0* § 4 § 7 § 70 0.1 20 0.1 0.0
Expenses on parties
83 FCA L K BB S 5 01 20 0.1 31 01 78 0.1 34 0.1 49.4
Other entertainment and
holiday expenses
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Table 3 * Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section/group
(Cont’d) by quartile expenditure group (October 2019 — September 2020)
Y53 BASZ 4H A dag
Quartile expenditure group Overall
P e B S E 4H ] e e — . — P
Commodity/service AR i L A 5197 o A 2t 1 A = Pao i FEFEHERY L EYthE
section/group The lowest 25% The second 25%  The third 25%  The highest 25% Average monthly Proportion of
household expenditure online purchase
$ % $ % $ % $ % $ % %
84 FJFER 65 06 206 1.0 671 22 2,094 35 759 2.5 §
Household services
85 HEZ 20 0.2 29 0.1 47 0.2 82 0.1 44 0.1 0.0
Hair-dressing
86 FERXKMIEEE 14 0.1 56 0.3 94 0.3 433 0.7 149 0.5 0.8
Beauty treatment and
fitness services
87 Eif FimaiR s 370 3.7 521 2.6 697 2.3 899 1.5 622 2.1 3.7
Information and
communications services
88 At A% 40 04 95 05 183 06 572 1.0 222 0.7 2.0
Other services
INEF 919 9.1 1,928 9.6 3,739 122 10445 174 4,257 14.1 39
Sub-total
Fazl g 10,134 100.0 20,154 100.0 30,757 100.0 59,888 100.0 30,230 100.0 33
Overall
IE=rAct 599 000 599 000 599 000 599 000 2395 000
Number of households
§ 2R 0.05% -
Less than  0.05%.
0* 30.5 -
Less than  $0.5.
EaE > T2019/20 FE RIS HEE L B BUREOE—RMEAVAF RIS HERIR T PR - ARSI PR C TR e P & TEH
TR EIERA S -
Note : During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures.
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.

2019/20 LR SR 4R A
K EEDHEY BB
BEARITRE BUNGETR

Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
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Table 4 Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
by geographical area (October 2019 — September 2020)
HE
Geographical area
wHEE JUEE Hrot Hagy
BB ER]  Commodity/ Hong Kong Island Kowloon New Territories Overall
service section
$ % $ % $ % $ %
B Food 8,941 21.7 7,983 29.0 7,962 27.5 8,107 26.8
S REE R Meals out and 5,718 139 5,078 18.4 4,844 16.7 5,045 16.7
IE takeaway food
AR En Basic food 3,224 7.8 2,904 105 3,118 10.8 3,061 10.1
*E Housing 19,268 46.7 10,791 39.2 10,568 36.5 11,865 39.3
BT~ VAR K  Electricity, gas and water 730 1.8 644 23 705 24 688 2.3
YT Alcoholic drinks and 160 04 178 0.6 144 05 157 05
tobacco
e Clothing and footwear 829 2.0 721 2.6 743 2.6 748 2.5
ifit ) Durable goods 1,819 44 1,145 42 1,283 4.4 1,312 43
HERY) Miscellaneous goods 1,007 2.4 1,018 3.7 1,106 3.8 1,062 3.5
S| Transport 2,267 5.5 1,514 5.5 2,301 7.9 2,033 6.7
HIEAR TS Miscellaneous services 6,242 15.1 3,558 129 4,170 144 4257 14.1
g All sections 41,263 100.0 27,552 100.0 28,981 100.0 30,230 100.0
FFaEgy Number of households 337 000 800 000 1258 000 2395 000
R {Eé/FZOE?ZO FAEPFEHETHE B - BUTEIH MR RIS FERIE TP 09BESE « AR EIE PRS2 e P& HE
Note : ggiigﬁ;_}[izﬁfl_fvey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures.
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.

201920 FE PRI 24 TRE
S EETHEYIETE N
EERTHE BUFSETR
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Table 5 Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
by type of housing (October 2019 — September 2020)
R
Type of housing
BEZE ) )
MERE HAth VB FRE FrEAERRE
BB R]  Commodity/ Housing Authority Other All
service section rental estates public housing public housing
$ % $ % $ %
Bim Food 7,119 47.0 6,651 48.4 7,080 47.1
SR Meals out and 4,285 28.3 4,077 29.7 4,268 28.4
SfE takeaway food
LB Basic food 2,834 18.7 2,574 18.7 2,812 18.7
xE Housing 1,788 11.8 1,656 12.1 1,777 11.8
BT~ WRE K  Electricity, gas and water 581 38 515 3.7 575 3.8
YT Alcoholic drinks and 177 1.2 152 1.1 175 1.2
tobacco
K Clothing and footwear 536 3.5 407 3.0 525 3.5
i A Durable goods 839 5.5 660 4.8 824 5.5
HETEY) Miscellaneous goods 849 5.6 750 55 840 5.6
i Transport 1,036 6.8 1,052 7.7 1,037 6.9
IR TS Miscellaneous services 2,212 14.6 1,900 13.8 2,185 14.6
4EEy All sections 15,136 100.0 13,743 100.0 15,018 100.0
(R =ract i Number of households 582 000 54 000 636 000
R
Type of housing
REZEG
[EEA R EERE At &8 ERE FrE&BEE
Pk B EEH | Commodity/ Housing Authority Other All
service section Home Ownership subsidised housing subsidised housing
Scheme
$ % $ % $ %
i Food 8,100 272 7,318 30.7 7,821 28.3
S REE R Meals out and 5,023 16.9 4,244 17.8 4,745 17.2
P-4 takeaway food
FAR B Basic food 3,077 10.3 3,074 12.9 3,076 11.1
FE Housing 12,257 41.2 9,248 38.9 11,184 40.5
BT~ BRE /K Electricity, gas and water 696 2.3 645 2.7 678 2.5
SR Alcoholic drinks and 106 0.4 161 0.7 126 0.5
tobacco
KiE Clothing and footwear 633 2.1 627 2.6 631 2.3
i % Durable goods 1,221 4.1 967 4.1 1,130 4.1
FETEY) Miscellaneous goods 1,121 3.8 1,067 4.5 1,101 4.0
il Transport 1,852 6.2 1,190 5.0 1,616 5.8
HEIER TS Miscellaneous services 3,767 12.7 2,577 10.8 3,343 12.1
YEBg All sections 29,753 100.0 23,799 100.0 27,631 100.0
(E=FA L4y Number of households 239 000 133 000 372 000
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Table 5 ¢ Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
(Cont’d) by type of housing (October 2019 — September 2020)
fr A
Type of housing
AT
— HELE BMAAANERE  FrERRAREE Hag
e A Commodity/ Private housing Other All Overall
service section blocks — private housing  private housing
self-contained
$ % $ % $ % $ %
Bt Food 8,861 22.6 7,882 23.7 8,654 228 8,107 26.8
SMIHRE R Meals out and 5692 145 4,700 14.1 5482 14.5 5045 16.7
SfE takeaway food
KB Basic food 3,169 8.1 3,183 9.6 3,172 84 3,061 10.1
FE Housing 17,690 452 12,873  38.6 16,670 44.0 11,865 39.3
B~ AR KK Electricity, gas and water 724 1.9 810 2.4 742 2.0 688 2.3
el Alcoholic drinks and 164 0.4 135 0.4 158 04 157 0.5
tobacco
K Clothing and footwear 906 2.3 788 2.4 881 23 748 2.5
ifit A7) Durable goods 1,669 4.3 1,272 3.8 1,585 4.2 1,312 43
Y Miscellaneous goods 1,183 3.0 1,047 3.1 1,154 3.0 1,062 3.5
A Transport 2,471 6.3 3,086 9.3 2,601 6.9 2,033 6.7
HEIE AR TS Miscellaneous services 5,459 14.0 5419 163 5451 144 4257 14.1
AL All sections 39,127 100.0 33,311 100.0 37,895 100.0 30,230 100.0
IE=1Ak:y Number of households 1 094 000 294 000 1388 000 2395000
B ﬁé/rZOlj/iO FEPREETHE , B BUETE— MRV RS FRE T P HIBSE « ARSI P H = e P& THH
Note : gjﬁiﬁ;—lﬁ:ﬁﬂfvey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures. Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table 6 Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
by tenure of accommodation for subsidised and private housing households
(October 2019 — September 2020)
JE A
Tenure of accommodation
JEAT R 1R At BHEF Eyick
BB B Commodity/ Accommodation Owner-occupier Sole tenant
service section provided by employer
$ % $ % $ %
B Food 9,419 21.3 8,687 24.1 8,219 226
SN TRE R Meals out and 6,110 13.8 5,432 15.0 5,274 14.5
P-4 takeaway food
Byt Basic food 3,309 7.5 3,256 9.0 2,945 8.1
FE Housing 16,557 37.5 15,854 439 15,250  41.9
B~ WRESK  Electricity, gas and water 927 2.1 740 2.0 713 2.0
e Alcoholic drinks and 125 0.3 134 0.4 219 0.6
tobacco
KiE Clothing and footwear 1,371 3.1 784 2.2 1,031 2.8
i Y Durable goods 2,091 4.7 1,479 4.1 1,641 4.5
FETEY) Miscellaneous goods 1,280 2.9 1,157 32 1,161 32
il Transport 3,745 8.5 2,366 6.6 2,668 7.3
HIEIR TS Miscellaneous services 8,650 19.6 4915 136 5,528 152
4EEy All sections 44,164  100.0 36,116 100.0 36,431 100.0
(B =FA L4y Number of households 30 000 1 350 000 324 000
JE R AE
Tenure of accommodation
HAFHE " Hagy
L] Commodity/ Other renters®” Overall
service section
$ % $ %
B Food 4,341 24.9 8,478 23.7
SN ITE R Meals out and 2,618 15.0 5,326 14.9
SEF takeaway food
AR E Basic food 1,724 9.9 3,152 8.8
xE Housing 8,038 46.2 15,511 434
BT~ WRE K  Electricity, gas and water 429 2.5 729 2.0
YT Alcoholic drinks and 185 1.1 151 0.4
tobacco
g Clothing and footwear 416 24 828 23
i FE 7 Durable goods 511 2.9 1,489 4.2
HEEYI Miscellaneous goods 612 3.5 1,143 3.2
B ii] Transport 702 4.0 2,393 6.7
IR S Miscellaneous services 2,171 12.5 5,005 14.0
4EEy All sections 17,405 100.0 35,726 100.0
Bt Number of households 55 000 1759 000

(1) EAHE AR ZER » =5% - A AKRRHENES -

Other renters include main tenant, sub-tenant, co-tenant and rent-free households.

i 74 1201920 SR ARETRE ) W BUNBUR— MRV IRISIERIE T SRS - RIS E S TR e E s
TR IR & A BB SE -

Note :

During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures.

Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by

households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table 7 Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
by household size (October 2019 — September 2020)
EEUN
Household size
LA 2N 3N 4N
r R Commodity/ 1 person 2 persons 3 persons 4 persons
service section
$ % $ % $ % $ %
Bih Food 4,171 23.1 6,579 26.6 8,749 29.0 10,392 28.1
SRR Meals out and 2,832 157 4,141 16.7 5,463 18.1 6,353 17.2
SE takeaway food
KB Basic food 1,340 7.4 2,438 9.9 3,286 10.9 4,039 10.9
FE Housing 9,263 512 11,163 452 11,501 38.2 12,622 34.1
B~ RE K Electricity, gas and water 298 1.6 526 2.1 736 2.4 918 2.5
JEE g Alcoholic drinks and 112 0.6 144 0.6 148 0.5 170 0.5
tobacco
KiE Clothing and footwear 442 2.4 599 24 758 2.5 1,041 2.8
[kl Durable goods 926 5.1 975 39 1,335 44 1,798 49
FEEY) Miscellaneous goods 661 3.7 814 33 1,057 3.5 1,287 35
i Transport 752 42 1,471 6.0 1,879 6.2 2,828 7.6
HIEIR TS Miscellaneous services 1,460 8.1 2,452 99 3,965 13.2 5,945 16.1
4EE All sections 18,086 100.0 24,723 100.0 30,129 100.0 37,001 100.0
(EN=EEL Number of households 443 000 644 000 588 000 443 000
(EAEPN
Household size
5N 6 AR LAk Hagy
(R e bl Commodity/ 5 persons 6 persons and over Overall
service section
$ % $ % $ %
B Food 11,955 244 15,361  26.1 8,107  26.8
SN HERE R Meals out and 7,089 14.5 9,246 15.7 5,045 16.7
SEF takeaway food
LR B Basic food 4,866 9.9 6,115 104 3,061 10.1
xE Housing 16,177  33.0 19,822 33.7 11,865  39.3
BT~ BRE K Electricity, gas and water 1,135 2.3 1,422 2.4 688 2.3
e Alcoholic drinks and 226 0.5 341 0.6 157 0.5
tobacco
KE Clothing and footwear 1,015 2.1 1,282 2.2 748 2.5
it A Durable goods 1,872 3.8 1,927 33 1,312 4.3
HETEY) Miscellaneous goods 1,953 4.0 1,894 3.2 1,062 3.5
il Transport 4,459 9.1 4,419 7.5 2,033 6.7
AR S Miscellaneous services 10,266  20.9 12,312 20.9 4,257 14.1
4EEy All sections 49,057 100.0 58,779 100.0 30,230 100.0
(BNt Number of households 196 000 80 000 2 395 000
i 7 1201920 A FRSZ AR B BUFSEE— MR AT RS HUR(E T PRI « ARYIEIVE PR 2R

TR IATL R & HY BB ST -

Note :

Government’s one-off relief measures.
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
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Table 8 Average monthly per capita expenditure by commodity/service section
by household size (October 2019 — September 2020)
EF A
Household size
LA 2N KUN 4N
P B SR Commodity/ 1 person 2 persons 3 persons 4 persons
service section
$ % $ % $ % $ %
B Food 4,171 23.1 3,289 26.6 2,916 29.0 2,598 28.1
SN HRE R Meals out and 2,832 15.7 2,070 16.7 1,821 181 1,588 17.2
SfE takeaway food
BNy Basic food 1,340 7.4 1,219 9.9 1,095 10.9 1,010 10.9
FE Housing 9,263 51.2 5,582 452 3,834 382 3,155 34.1
BT~ WRE K  Electricity, gas and water 298 1.6 263 2.1 245 24 229 25
e Alcoholic drinks and 112 0.6 72 0.6 49 05 43 0.5
tobacco
g Clothing and footwear 442 2.4 300 24 253 2.5 260 2.8
it 0 Durable goods 926 5.1 488 3.9 445 44 449 49
FETEY) Miscellaneous goods 661 3.7 407 33 352 35 322 35
i Transport 752 4.2 736 6.0 626 6.2 707 7.6
HEIER TS Miscellaneous services 1,460 8.1 1,226 9.9 1,322 13.2 1,486 16.1
“EEy All sections 18,086 100.0 12,361 100.0 10,043 100.0 9,250 100.0
Bt Number of households 443 000 644 000 588 000 443 000
EFAE
Household size
SA 6 N LA E HEEL
P B R S SE R Commodity/ 5 persons 6 persons and over Overall
service section
$ % 8 % $ %
B Food 2,391 244 2,409  26.1 2,872 26.8
SN R Meals out and 1,418 14.5 1,450 15.7 1,787 16.7
SE takeaway food
LR B Basic food 973 9.9 959 10.4 1,084 10.1
FE Housing 3,235 33.0 3,109 337 4,203 39.3
BT~ BRE K Electricity, gas and water 227 2.3 223 24 244 2.3
JE Alcoholic drinks and 45 0.5 53 0.6 56 0.5
tobacco
xIE Clothing and footwear 203 2.1 201 2.2 265 2.5
ifit FI 4 Durable goods 374 3.8 302 33 465 43
HEIEY) Miscellaneous goods 391 4.0 297 3.2 376 3.5
A Transport 892 9.1 693 7.5 720 6.7
IR S Miscellaneous services 2,053 20.9 1,931 20.9 1,508 14.1
4EE All sections 9,811 100.0 9,220 100.0 10,708 100.0
(E=FAE g Number of households 196 000 80 000 2395 000
5 > 72019/20 (¥ FERAZ ARt | BAR - BUNEIE KM RIS HERIR TE PR « AR EFH B TFRIEEE
TERTHEUR IRV EER X -
Note :  During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures.
households upon enjoying the waivers/concessions.
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Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
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Table 9 Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
by household composition (October 2019 — September 2020)
EFREETHE — ROxEER
Household composition — nuclear family households
 HRRERE ELEEEE )
R Am FTaE Rk TR RIETLCFTHRL /Nt

B Commodity/ Composed of couple ~ Composed of ~ Composed of lone Sub-total

service section couple and parent and
unmarried children unmarried children

$ % % % $ %

Bt Food 7,003 249 10,054 26.7 7,115 295 8,778 26.6
SN FRER Meals out and 4,345 154 6,138 16.3 4,435 184 5392 164
SfE takeaway food
KB Basic food 2,658 9.4 3,916 104 2,680 1.1 3,386 10.3

FE Housing 13,434 47.7 13,088 34.7 9,242 383 12,546 38.1

BT~ BRESK  Electricity, gas and water 585 2.1 884 2.3 621 2.6 763 2.3

S Alcoholic drinks and 153 0.5 171 0.5 128 0.5 159 0.5

tobacco

KIE Clothing and footwear 567 2.0 954 25 657 2.7 805 24

ifit A7) Durable goods 1,107 3.9 1,762 4.7 898 3.7 1,450 44

R Miscellaneous goods 837 3.0 1,366 3.6 930 3.9 1,157 35

A Transport 1,715 6.1 2,928 7.8 1,305 54 2,346 7.1

HIEIR TS Miscellaneous services 2,758 9.8 6,457 17.1 3,214 133 4962 15.1
AL All sections 28,159 100.0 37,664 100.0 24,109 100.0 32,966 100.0

{FE4a8 Number of households 409 000 905 000 258 000 1 573 000

EFREETE — B EHRES
Household composition — relative households
HRERETE A - Hop )
I —{EACEEEE (B SO B R LA R (4 .
Fr4H Rk HORIETLPReER  4HEPTEERL Nt
P LB R]  Commodity/ Composed of Composed of Composed of other Sub-total
service section couple and at couple, at least relationship
least one of one of their combinations
their parents parents and their
unmarried children
$ % $ % % $ %

Bt Food 9,988 29.0 12,889 31.7 9,573 322 10,477 31.8
SR Meals out and 6,268 18.2 7,824 19.2 5986 20.2 6,491 19.7
SPE takeaway food
KB Basic food 3,721 10.8 5065 12.5 3,587 12.1 3,986 12.1

FlE Housing 13,883 40.3 12,748 31.3 10,589 35.7 11,427 34.7

BT~ BRE 7K Electricity, gas and water 807 2.3 1,076 2.6 803 2.7 875 2.7

JEE R Alcoholic drinks and 243 0.7 200 0.5 227 0.8 221 0.7

tobacco

K Clothing and footwear 1,284 3.7 1,006 2.5 780 2.6 881 2.7

i %7 Durable goods 1,345 3.9 1,555 3.8 1,037 3.5 1,198 3.6

R Miscellaneous goods 887 2.6 1,714 42 1,053 3.5 1,213 3.7

A Transport 2,199 64 3,065 7.5 1,879 6.3 2,216 6.7

HIEIR TS Miscellaneous services 3,840 11.1 6,414 15.8 3,745 12.6 4,453 13.5
4EE All sections 34,476 100.0 40,668 100.0 29,686 100.0 32,961 100.0

{EPaEEy Number of households 27 000 86 000 214 000 326 000

201920 FE PRI 24 TRE
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Table 9 : Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
(Cont’d) by household composition (October 2019 - September 2020)
EFREST — HitEF
Household composition — other households
HAER IR (P Nt Hag
BB ER]  Commodity/ One-person Non-relative Sub-total Overall
service section households households
$ % $ % $ % $ %
B Food 4,171 23.1 6,507 19.3 4420 224 8,107 26.8
SFH IR Meals out and 2,832 15.7 4,374 12.9 2,996 152 5045 16.7
S takeaway food
RS Basic food 1,340 7.4 2,134 6.3 1,424 7.2 3,061 10.1
*E Housing 9,263 51.2 16,137 47.8 9,995 50.6 11,865 39.3
BT~ BRE /K Electricity, gas and water 298 1.6 566 1.7 326 1.7 688 2.3
T Alcoholic drinks and 112 0.6 82 0.2 109 0.6 157 0.5
tobacco
KE Clothing and footwear 442 2.4 798 2.4 480 2.4 748 2.5
i FA ¥ i Durable goods 926 5.1 1,161 3.4 951 48 1,312 43
HEAY) Miscellaneous goods 661 3.7 692 2.0 664 3.4 1,062 3.5
i Transport 752 4.2 2,325 69 920 4.7 2,033 6.7
HIEIRTS Miscellaneous services 1,460 8.1 5,513 163 1,892 9.6 4,257 14.1
“EEy All sections 18,086 100.0 33,782 100.0 19,757 100.0 30,230 100.0
(Bt Number of households 443 000 53 000 496 000 2 395 000
B 7 12019/20 A FRSZ AR B BUFSEE— MR AT RS HUR(E T PR - ARYIEIVE PR 2R
TERTHTR IRV E R -
Note:  During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures. Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
households upon enjoying the waivers/concessions.
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Table 10 : Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
by number of earners (October 2019 — September 2020)
BHUWRARE N
Number of earners
(IUN 1A 2N
P e AR A E AT Commodity/ No earner 1 earner 2 earners
service section
$ % $ % $ %
Bih Food 4,526 233 6,747 274 9,697  28.1
SNTRE R Meals out and 2,312 11.9 4,143 16.8 6,283 18.2
SfE takeaway food
A Borin Basic food 2,215 114 2,604 106 3,413 9.9
e Housing 10,609 54.6 10,242 41.6 12,188 353
B~ REFK  Electricity, gas and water 418 22 591 2.4 765 22
JEE T Alcoholic drinks and 67 0.3 128 0.5 211 0.6
tobacco
KIE Clothing and footwear 188 1.0 635 2.6 1,038 3.0
[kl Durable goods 544 2.8 1,062 43 1,771 5.1
AP Miscellaneous goods 646 33 910 3.7 1,192 3.5
AL Transport 529 2.7 1,410 5.7 2,665 7.7
HETEIR TS Miscellaneous services 1,892 9.7 2,908 11.8 5,007 14.5
AL All sections 19,420 100.0 24,633 100.0 34,533 100.0
(EN=HCL ) Number of households 404 000 937 000 685 000
BHULARE AN
Number of earners
EYN 4N BAE L
P e AR ERT Commodity/ 3 earners 4 earners and over Overall
service section
$ % $ % $ %
B Food 11,851 25.9 15,189  26.0 8,107 26.8
S RER Meals out and 7,528 16.5 10,005 17.1 5,045 16.7
SfE takeaway food
-yt Basic food 4,323 9.5 5,184 8.9 3,061 10.1
FE Housing 15,882 34.7 20,207  34.6 11,865 39.3
T~ WRE K Electricity, gas and water 1,014 2.2 1,374 2.4 688 2.3
JE Alcoholic drinks and 214 0.5 292 0.5 157 0.5
tobacco
KiE Clothing and footwear 1,027 2.2 1,430 2.5 748 2.5
i P70 Durable goods 1,907 4.2 2,065 3.5 1,312 43
YD Miscellaneous goods 1,578 34 2,007 34 1,062 3.5
AL Transport 3,719 8.1 5,537 9.5 2,033 6.7
HEIEAR TS Miscellaneous services 8,534 18.7 10,252 17.6 4,257 14.1
AL g All sections 45,726  100.0 58,354 100.0 30,230 100.0
(EN=HCL Number of households 293 000 76 000 2395000

R Y 1201920 SEEFRESCARETHHE ) IR > BURBOE—ZOMEAVAT RS TR T (2 S RIBHSE - ZRRFIERA (L PR R
TEB IR R E B L -
Note :  During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures.
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.

201920 FE PRI 24 TRE
S EETHEYIETE N
EERTHE BUFSETR

123

Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by

2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey

and the Rebasing of the Consumer Price Indices
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



Stk

Tables

=1 EERARBNBEEA R NEHIELER 2 e iR B B 0 HE P A SRS

(201910 H& 202049 H)
Table 11 : Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
by ratio of the number of non-earners to the number of earners
(October 2019 — September 2020)
TR R B NBEE AR B ABIIEER
Ratio of the number of non-earners to the number of earners
P ek AR SR A Commodity/ 0 & to<l 1 £ to<2 2 £ to<3
service section
$ % $ % $ %
B Food 8918 26.7 8872 274 8375 283
SN HRE K Meals out and 6,000 17.9 5,391 16.7 4,873 16.5
S E takeaway food
LR B Basic food 2,918 8.7 3,481 10.8 3,502 11.8
FE Housing 12,673 379 11,563 358 11,844  40.0
BT~ VAR oK  Electricity, gas and water 699 2.1 766 2.4 788 2.7
e Alcoholic drinks and 184 0.6 216 0.7 117 0.4
tobacco
g Clothing and footwear 921 2.8 889 2.7 685 2.3
i Y Durable goods 1,631 49 1,429 44 1,080 3.7
FEEYIAL Miscellaneous goods 1,160 3.5 1,159 3.6 976 3.3
2 Transport 2,551 7.6 2,298 7.1 1,714 5.8
IR S Miscellaneous services 4,707 14.1 5,144 15.9 3,999 13.5
“EEy All sections 33,444 100.0 32,335 100.0 29,579 100.0
IE=Fat iy Number of households 1 024 000 542 000 270 000
U A R E NBEA ARG ANBHIEESE
Ratio of the number of non-earners to
the number of earners
AR DLk Hagy
AR A]  Commodity/ 3 % to<4 4 and over Overall
service section
$ % $ % $ %
Bin Food 8,569  27.7 4963 244 8,107  26.8
S REE R Meals out and 4,835 15.7 2,544 12.5 5,045 16.7
SEF takeaway food
KB Basic food 3,733 12.1 2,419 11.9 3,061 10.1
FE Housing 11,254 364 10,532  51.9 11,865 39.3
BT~ BRE /K Electricity, gas and water 840 2.7 462 2.3 688 2.3
e Alcoholic drinks and 82 0.3 67 0.3 157 0.5
tobacco
x}IE Clothing and footwear 742 2.4 208 1.0 748 2.5
it A7) Durable goods 1,171 3.8 604 3.0 1,312 43
FETEY) Miscellaneous goods 1,237 4.0 718 3.5 1,062 35
il Transport 2,066 6.7 679 33 2,033 6.7
AR TS Miscellaneous services 4,924 15.9 2,075 10.2 4,257 14.1
4EEy All sections 30,885 100.0 20,308 100.0 30,230 100.0
(BN =y Number of households 122 000 437 000 2 395 000

i Y 1201920 SEEFRESCAETHE ) IR > BURBEE—ZMEAVAT RS TR T (2 S RIBHSE - ZRRIIERAE PR B2

TEBIHR BRI E B L -

Note:  During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures.
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
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Table 12 : Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
by activity status of household head (October 2019 — September 2020)
LS 5
Activity status of household head
S
EE BB RE AIEDE
B Commodity/ Employer Self-employed Employee Other economically|
service section active
$ % $ % $ % $ %
B Food 11,734 22.0 9,478 249 8,676 26.9 6,533 28.4
P R Meals out and 7,992 150 6,141 16.2 5,652 17.5 3,752 163
SfE takeaway food
AR E Basic food 3,742 7.0 3,337 8.8 3,023 9.4 2,781 12.1
FE Housing 21,645 40.5 14,778 38.9 11,853 36.8 8,067 35.1
BT~ BRE K Electricity, gas and water 957 1.8 808 2.1 701 2.2 644 2.8
YEER Alcoholic drinks and 269 0.5 246 0.6 187 0.6 125 0.5
tobacco
wiE Clothing and footwear 1,147 2.1 1,014 2.7 931 29 371 1.6
i %7 i Durable goods 3,740 7.0 1,348 3.5 1,588 49 1,017 4.4
FEIEY) Miscellaneous goods 1,295 2.4 1,251 33 1,188 3.7 831 3.6
AT Transport 4,415 8.3 3,582 94 2,367 1.3 1,507 6.6
HEIE AR TS Miscellaneous services 8,232 154 5,513 14.5 4,759 14.8 3,876 16.9
AL All sections 53,434 100.0 38,018 100.0 32,250 100.0 22,971 100.0
IE =Tk g Number of households 23 000 126 000 1266 000 86 000
FER&REEN S 5
Activity status of household head
HfIEfEE
(s g e BIRATL KIEEE
P AR e Commodity/ Home-maker Retired person Other economically
service section inactive
$ % $ % $ %
‘B Food 8,464 28.0 6,751 26.8 8,558 283
SRR Meals out and 4,886 16.2 3,787 15.1 6,744 22.3
SrE takeaway food
A B Basic food 3,578 11.9 2,964 11.8 1,813 6.0
FE Housing 11,509 38.1 11,583 46.1 12,561 41.6
T~ WRE K  Electricity, gas and water 744 2.5 624 2.5 527 1.7
el Alcoholic drinks and 126 0.4 97 0.4 34 0.1
tobacco
KiE Clothing and footwear 719 2.4 402 1.6 630 2.1
i %7 Durable goods 1,084 3.6 822 33 792 2.6
R Miscellaneous goods 1,146 3.8 790 3.1 1,091 3.6
AT Transport 1,912 6.3 1,147 4.6 1,849 6.1
HEIEAR S Miscellaneous services 4,477 14.8 2,935 11.7 4,162 13.8
AL g All sections 30,181 100.0 25,151 100.0 30,202 100.0
IE=E kg Number of households 201 000 679 000 13 000
2019/20 fEE PRI 4R A 125 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey
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Table 12 Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section
(Cont’d) by activity status of household head (October 2019 — September 2020)
FE&EEN S 7
Activity status of household head
FrAEE&EEEE AR SEE HaE
BB R Commodity/ All economically All economically Overall
service section active inactive
$ % $ % $ %
B Food 8,668  26.6 7,163  27.2 8,107  26.8
S RRE R Meals out and 5,621 17.3 4,078 15.5 5,045 16.7
SE takeaway food
LB Basic food 3,047 9.4 3,085 11.7 3,061 10.1
*E Housing 12,035  37.0 11,581 439 11,865 39.3
7~ VAR K Electricity, gas and water 711 2.2 650 2.5 688 2.3
Y Alcoholic drinks and 190 0.6 102 0.4 157 0.5
tobacco
g Clothing and footwear 909 2.8 476 1.8 748 2.5
i A% Durable goods 1,569 4.8 881 33 1,312 4.3
HEAY) Miscellaneous goods 1,174 3.6 875 33 1,062 3.5
i Transport 2,452 7.5 1,329 5.0 2,033 6.7
IR TS Miscellaneous services 4,826 14.8 3,300 12.5 4,257 14.1
AL g All sections 32,534 100.0 26,356 100.0 30,230 100.0
(B =Fak iy Number of households 1502 000 893 000 2395000
A 7 T2019/20 FEFFS TR E | B > BUFETE—RMEEFIRFEROER T FRYBASE o ARFIEAE PR LT 2 e
TE S THERRIRINEFER L -
Note :  During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of

Government’s one-off relief measures.
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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Table 13 : Average monthly household expenditure by commodity/service section

by quarter
2R
Quarter
2019105 FE12H 2020E1 HE3H 202043 FE6H
ane IR Commodity/ Oct to Dec 2019 Jan to Mar 2020 Apr to Jun 2020
service section
$ % $ % $ %

B Food 8,129  26.0 8215 275 8,352  28.1
S REE R Meals out and 5,393 17.2 5,061 17.0 5,313 17.8
SEF takeaway food
LB Basic food 2,736 8.8 3,155 10.6 3,039 10.2

FE Housing 11,868  38.0 11,583  38.8 11,794  39.6

BT~ VAR oK  Electricity, gas and water 829 2.7 579 1.9 570 1.9

e Alcoholic drinks and 157 0.5 132 0.4 183 0.6

tobacco

wE Clothing and footwear 961 3.1 641 2.1 773 2.6

i A% Durable goods 1,178 3.8 1,096 3.7 1,316 4.4

FEEYIL Miscellaneous goods 1,122 3.6 1,305 4.4 908 3.0

2 Transport 2,337 7.5 2,063 6.9 1,852 6.2

AR S Miscellaneous services 4,683 15.0 4,234 14.2 4,022 13.5
“EEy All sections 31,263 100.0 29,849 100.0 29,770  100.0

(B =Fak iy Number of households 2 384 000 2257 000 2 490 000

Y
Quarter
202047 H#9H Hagy

[EEREiSaE il Commodity/ Jul to Sep 2020 Overall

service section
$ % $ %

Bin Food 7,689 25.7 8,107 26.8
SPRE R Meals out and 4,315 14.4 5,045 16.7
SE takeaway food
BNy Basic food 3,374 11.3 3,001 10.1

FE Housing 12,210 40.8 11,865 39.3

)7~ AR KK Electricity, gas and water 769 2.6 688 2.3

JE Alcoholic drinks and 150 0.5 157 0.5

tobacco

wNiE Clothing and footwear 573 1.9 748 2.5

[inyaskziTa Durable goods 1,661 5.5 1,312 4.3

FEEY Miscellaneous goods 954 3.2 1,062 3.5

S| Transport 1,874 6.3 2,033 6.7

TR S Miscellaneous services 4,072 13.6 4,257 14.1
AL g All sections 29,952 100.0 30,230 100.0

EN=At Number of households 2 435 000 2 395 000

i > 72019/20 (¥ FERAZAETHE | BAR » BUNEIE KM RIS HER(R TE PR « ARFIEEFH B TFRIEEFE

TEBTHE R E IR L -

During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures. Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.

Note :
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Table 14 * Average monthly household expenditure by Classification of Individual Consumption
According to Purpose (COICOP) division (October 2019 — September 2020)

" HEE S EE A CHE R B S SIERB SR
COICOP division Average monthly household expenditure

$ %

Boin A SR ER 3,087 10.2

Food and non-alcoholic beverages

FE 157 0.5

Alcoholic beverages and tobacco

K 750 2.5

Clothing and footwear

ERE ~ 7K~ BT~ PRR B AT 12,504 41.4

Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels

FH ~ FIER R E H EEEIRE 1,213 4.0

Furnishings, household equipment and routine household maintenance

BEEL 936 3.1

Health

i 2,013 6.7

Transport

EGiiv&iHil 1,145 3.8

Information and communication

1R ~ BEE R oUE 809 2.7

Recreation, sport and culture

LER 1,159 3.8

Education services

BEEREERTS 5,084 16.8

Restaurants and accommodation services

R R Rl RS 476 1.6

Insurance and financial services

(B AGERE ~ 11 & ORRE S Ao B AR % 897 3.0

Personal care, social protection and miscellaneous goods and services

L 30,230  100.0

Overall

EF4E 2395 000

Number of households

s 2 7201920 FEFHSAETERE ) B > BUNFEBCE—RUERIAF RS HERE T (P HIBE S - ARYIEEVE PR T2 T
TESTHTUR IR EER L -

Note:  During the survey period of 2019/20 Household Expenditure Survey, the household expenditure was lowered by a number of
Government’s one-off relief measures. Household expenditure figures in this table refer to the actual expenditure incurred by
households upon enjoying various waivers/concessions.
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BEEE ¢ (852) 2582 3025

& SCEHE ¢ (852) 2827 1708

EEH : gen-enquiry@censtatd.gov.hk
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Website

Users may download statistical publications
from the Census and Statistics Department (C&SD)
website (www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/page 1273.html).

Publications Unit of C&SD

A few past issues of C&SD publications are
available in print version for purchase at the
Publications Unit of C&SD.

The Publications Unit also provides a reading area
where users may browse through the latest issue of
various C&SD publications on display or through the
C&SD website.

The address of the Publications Unit is :
19/F, Wanchai Tower,

12 Harbour Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.
Tel. : (852) 2582 3025

Fax : (852) 2827 1708

E-mail : gen-enquiry@censtatd.gov.hk

Print-on-demand service

While all C&SD publications can be downloaded at
the C&SD website, C&SD provides a print-on-
demand service, under which a computer print-out
copy of a particular publication will be produced at a
charge. Users may approach C&SD through the
contact information on the title page of the relevant
publications for such service.
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