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Foreword

The biennial publication, Hong Kong Social
and Economic Trends, is one of the general
statistical digests compiled by the Census and
Statistics Department. Other digests include Hong
Kong Economic Trends (half-monthly), Hong
Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics and Hong Kong
Annual Digest of Satistics. Each digest brings
together statistical data covering various social and
economic aspects of Hong Kong. Statistical data
contained cover a very wide range of topics
relating to society, the economy and businesses.
The digests are each featured in its own way. They
are published at different frequencies with
statistical data series presented in various length,
depth and format. Complementing each other,
together they form a comprehensive series for
reference.

The Hong Kong Monthly Digest of
Satistics is a collection of up-to-date statistical
series on various aspects of the social and
economic situation of Hong Kong. Statistical data
are presented wherever possible in form of monthly
figures for the latest fifteen months for which data
are available together with annual figures for the
latest three complete years. Since collation of data
takes time, the Census and Statistics Department
compiles the Hong Kong Economic Trends on a
half-monthly basis. This publication presents up-
to-date monthly and quarterly data of major
economic indicators which help readers grasp the
pulse of Hong Kong's economy before more
detailed statistics become available.

In case users require more detailed social
and economic data or more back-dated annual
data, they should refer to the Hong Kong Annual
Digest of Satistics. Most of the data are presented
for seven years, spanning a period of ten years.
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Foreword

This publication, i.e. Hong Kong Social and
Economic Trends, is published biennially in odd-
number years. It aims to present sdected major
annual data series relating to various social and
economic aspects of Hong Kong for analysis. With
the use of tables and charts, plus commentaries,
this publication is meant to give readers an overall
view of Hong Kong's social and economic trends
in the past decade. The main period of statistical
analysis covered by the 2001 edition of the Hong
Kong Social and Economic Trends is from 1990
to 2000.

This publication also contains a list of major
social and economic events about Hong Kong
during the period from 1990 to October 2001.
Many of the events on the list are those that have
shaped Hong Kong's social and economic
development during the period, the effect of which
is also reflected in statistics presented in the
publication.

A section on definitions and terms is
included in the publication to assist readers in
understanding certain technical terms. Readers
who wish to make more in-depth studies on
individual themes can also refer to the data sources
and further references as indicated at the end of
each section.

Frederick W.H. HO
Commissioner for Census and Statistics

November 2001
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Conventions and Symbols

(a)

(b)

XX

Reference years

This publication aims to cover major social and
economic developments during 1990 to 2000.
However, because of space constraints, it is not
possible to show in tables data for every year
during 1990 to 2000. The convention is therefore
chosen to show data for 1990 and every year from
1995 up to 2000 so long as the data are available.

Population figures

Population figures presented in this publication
may be different from those presented in its earlier
issues. The same applies to other statistics which
in the process of their compilation involve the use
of population figures. The differences may be due
to one or both of the following reasons :

(& Since August 2000, the “resident
population” approach has been adopted in
place of the “extended de facto” approach
for compiling Hong Kong population
figures. Revised population figures
backdated to 1996 have been compiled.
Population figures compiled based on the
new approach will better reflect the
residency and mobility patterns of Hong
Kong people.

(b) A Population Census was conducted in
March 2001 in Hong Kong. Apart from
serving as the prime source of data for small
areas and population sub-groups, the 2001
Population Census provides a benchmark for
revising the population figures compiled
since the 1996 Population By-census. With
the availability of the results of the 2001
Population Census in end August 2001,
population figures released earlier in respect




7.8

XXi

Conventions and Symbols

of 1996 to 2000 have been revised
accordingly. Similarly, other statistics
which in the process of their compilation
involve the use of population figures have
also been revised where appropriate.

(Note: Results of the 2001 Population
Census are available in the report
“Hong Kong 2001 Population
Census Summary Results’
published in end October 2001.)

Rounding of figures

There may be a dight discrepancy between the sum
of individual items and the total as shown in the
tables and charts owing to rounding.

Monetary figures

All monetary figures quoted are in Hong Kong
dollars unless otherwise specified. Hong Kong
dallar is the legal tender in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region.

Exchangerate

As from 17 October 1983 the Hong Kong dollar
has been linked to the US dollar through an
arrangement in the note issuing mechanism
permitting note issuing banks to issue Hong Kong
dollar notes at a fixed rate of HK$7.80=US$1.00.
Since then, the exchange rate of Hong Kong dollar
against the US dollar in the foreign exchange
market has moved only within a narrow range.
Statistics on exchange rates are presented in
Chapter 11.
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1998-99

XXil

Conventions and Symbols

Symbols

The following symbols are used throughout the
publication :
# Provisional figures
@  Figures are subject to revisions later on
* Revised figures
- Not applicable
N.A. Not available

Financial year

The symbol “—" represents financial year. For
example, 1998-99 means the financial year starting
from 1 April 1998 and ending on 31 March 1999.

Further references

Unless otherwise specified, publications mentioned
under the “Futher references’ section at the end of
each chapter are compiled by the Census and
Statistics Department.

Note

On 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became a Specia
Administrative Region of the People' s Republic of
China. In respect of statistics in this series of
report, “Hong Kong” stands for the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region with effect from
July 1997.



Population and Vital Events

11
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1.0%
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30

Population Data System

11 The data sources for compiling various
types of population figures include the results of
population censuses and by-censuses, sample
surveys of smaller scale and Satistical data
compiled based on information from administrative
systems. While data from different sources may
serve different purposes, in combination they form
a comprehensive system of population data.

12 Broadly speaking, population census/by-
census data are benchmarking population data,
while also serving as the prime sources of data for
small areas and population sub-groups. These
benchmark data are taken together with statistical
data from administrative systems (such as birth,
death and passenger movement records) and
sample surveys (in particular the continuous
General Household Survey) to provide a
population statistical database which serves a
multitude of purposes.

1.3 Since August 2000, the *“resident
population” approach has been adopted in place of
the “extended de facto” approach for compiling
Hong Kong population figures. For more detailed
information about the “resident population”
approach, please refer to the section on “Mid-year
population” given in the “Definitions and Terms’
of this publication.

Population growth

14 The population of Hong Kong in mid-
2001 was 6.73 million, representing an increase of
0.30 million when compared with mid-1996. The
population growth between mid-2000 and mid-
2001 was 1.0%, which was dlightly higher than
the average annual growth rate of 0.9% over the
period from 1996 to 2001.
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Population structure

1.5 There was also a change in the age
structure of the population. The child dependency
ratio decreased from 306 in 1990 to 227 in 2001,
whilst the dderly dependency ratio increased from
122 to 155. The population pyramid gives a
pictoria representation of this shift in age structure
of the population. Compared with that for 1990,
the apex of the pyramid for 2001 had widened
whilst its base had dlightly narrowed, indicating
that the proportion of old people had increased
substantially.

16 Aging of the population continued.
Along this trend, the median age of the population
increased from 31.0 in 1990 to 36.8 in 2001. In
view of a continual decline in fertility, the
proportion of children aged under 15 in the
population decreased from 21.5% in 1990 to
16.4% in 2001. During the period, the proportion
of the ederly aged 65 and over increased from
8.5% to 11.2%.

Geographical  distribution of the
population
1.7 According to the results of population

censuses/by-census, the proportion of population in
Hong Kong Island decreased from 21.1 % in 1996
t019.9% in 2001. The proportion of population in
Kowloon also decreased from 32.0% to 30.2%.
On the contrary, the proportion of population
living in the New Territories increased from 46.8%
in 1996 to 49.8% in 2001. This change in the
geographical distribution of the population reflects
the effectiveness of the government’s policy in
regard to the development of new towns in the New
Territories.

Households

18 The average size of domestic households
dropped from 3.5 persons per household in 1990 to
3.3in 2000, indicating that the number of members
per domestic household had generally decreased.
During the same period, the proportion of domestic
households with six or more members dropped
from 12.4% to 6.4%.
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19 According to results of population
censuses/by-censuses, there were some significant
changes in the household composition between
1996 and 2001. The proportion of domestic
households consisting of one unextended nuclear
family increased from 63.6% to 66.2%. In
contrast, the proportion of domestic households
consisting of one vertically extended nuclear family
decreased from 9.9% to 8.5%.

Births

1.10 During the period from 1990 to 1995, the
number of births was around 70 000 per year.
Since then, the number of live births declined
steadily to a record low of 51000 in 1999.
However, the number of live births increased to
54 000 in 2000. In the past decade, the crude birth
rate (which relates the number of live births in a
calendar year to the mid-year population)
decreased  from 12 live  births  per
1 000 population in 1990 to 8 in 2000.

111 Another indicator which reflects the
propensity to give birth is the age-specific fertility
rate (AFR). It reates the number of live births
occurring to women in a specific age group during
a calendar year to the total female population in
that age group in the middle of that year. The AFR
over the past decade dropped for all age groups
except the age group between 35-44 which showed
a dlight increase.  The drop was more significant
for the age groups between 15-29.

Deaths

112 The annual number of deaths gradually
increased from 29 000 in 1990 to 34 000 in 2000.
Over the past decade, the crude deeth rate (CDR),
which relates the number of deaths in a calendar
year to the mid-year population, fluctuated around
5 deaths per 1 000 population.

113 The CDR is not a good indicator of
changes in the level of mortality as it disregards the
changes in the age and sex structures of the
population. The standardised desth rate (SDR),
which takes account of these changes, is a better
measure of mortality trend. During the period
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from 1990 to 2000, the SDR edged down from 6.0
deaths per 1 000 population to 5.2.

114 With better provision of medical services
and greater health consciousness of the general
public, people are now living longer than before.
There was a substantial fall in the death rate in all
age groups. As an important indicator of health
conditions, the infant mortality rate decreased
significantly from 6.2 per thousand live births in
1990 to 3.0 in 2000.

1.15 Expectation of life is a useful measure to
describe and compare mortality conditions at
specific ages. The expectation of life at birth
defines the average number of years of life that a
cohort of births born in a given year can expect to
live if they were subjected throughout their lifetime
to the age-sex-specific mortality rates prevailing in
that year. Over the past ten years, expectation of
life at birth increased for both sexes. A male born
in 2000 was expected to live 77.0 years and a
female, 82.2 years. These levels of expectation of
life at birth are remarkably high when compared
with other parts of the world.

Marriages

1.16 Marriage rate decreased continuously
over the past decade reflecting a reduced
propensity to marry. The median age at first
marriage for bachdors increased from 28.9 in
1990 to 30.0 in 2000, while that for spinsters, from
26.3 to 27.3. The increase in the median age at
first marriage for both men and women indicated a
trend of late marriage.
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Tablel.1 Age structure of mid-year population
1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001" 1990 1995 2001%
( )
(Percentage)
¢ )
Mid-year population (thousands)
Age group
0-14 Mae 637 617 624 610 601 598 584 572 112 100 85
Female 589 578 580 567 558 556 544 533 10.3 94 7.9
15-34 Mae 1074 1006 1030 1015 998 979 967 955 188 163 14.2
Female 1038 1059 1093 1093 1087 1079 1077 1073 182 172 159
35-64 Male 999 1191 1271 1305 133 1361 1389 1415 175 194 21.0
Female 884 1103 1184 1227 1274 1323 1374 1431 155 179 213
65+ Mae 212 269 295 305 316 326 336 348 37 4.4 5.2
Female 271 332 358 367 375 384 393 405 4.8 54 6.0
Male 2922 3084 3220 323 3250 3265 3276 3290 512 501 489
Sub-total Female 2782 3072 3216 3254 3294 3342 33838 3442 488 499 511
5704 6156 6436 6489 6544 6607 6665 6732 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total
31.0 336 342 347 35.2 35.7 36.2 368
Median age of population
( 1050 1004 1001 994 987 977 967 956
)
Sex ratio (males per 1 000
females)
( )
Dependency ratios
(per 1 000 population aged 15-64)
@ 295 274 263 254 247 243 235 227
Child dependency ratio (1
@] 125 138 143 145 147 150 152 155
Elderly dependency rétio 2
420 412 406 399 394 393 386 381

Overall dependency ratio

(i)
(i)
@
@
Notes :

Figures presented in this table may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or both of the following reasons:
(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.

(i) Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.
(1 Thechild dependency ratio isthe number of persons aged under 15 per 1 000 persons aged between 15 and 64.
(@ Theelderly dependency ratio isthe number of persons aged 65 and over per 1 000 persons aged between 15 and 64.
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Table1.2
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Geographical distribution of the population

Percentage

1991

Distribution of the population Population Census

1996 2001

Population By-census ~ Population Census

220 211 19.9
Hong Kong Island
35.8 32.0 30.2
Kowloon
41.9 46.8 49.8
New Territories
0.3 0.2 0.1
Marine
100.0 100.0 100.0
Total
1.3
Table1.3 Distribution of domestic households by household size
( )
Percentage (unless otherwi se specified)
1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Distribution of domestic households
Household size
1 129 12.9 131 13.6 138 135 134
2 16.8 18.3 18.9 19.7 19.9 20.0 20.5
3 18.7 19.9 20.6 20.2 20.4 212 214
4 238 25.6 253 25.0 25.2 25.2 253
5 153 14.9 14.3 14.1 13.7 135 131
6+ 124 85 7.9 7.3 7.0 6.7 6.4
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100
Total
35 34 34 33 33 33 33

Average domestic household size

(i)
(i)
Notes :

Figures are averages of the statistics obtained from the General Household Survey for the four quarters of the year.

Figures presented in this table may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or both of the following

reasons:
(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.

(i) Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.
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1.4
Tablel.4 Distribution of domestic households by household composition

Percentage
1991 1996 2001
Household composition Population Census  Population By-census  Population Census
14.8 14.9 15.6
One person
61.6 63.6 66.2
One unextended nuclear family
10.7 9.9 85
One vertically extended nuclear family
18 12 0.9
One horizontally extended nuclear family
4.8 4.8 3.9
Two or more nuclear families
4.3 33 3.2
Related persons forming no nuclear family
20 22 17
Unrelated persons
100.0 100.0 100.0
Total
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1.3
Chart 1.3 Distribution of domestic households by household compaosition

1991
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2001
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Two or more nuclear families (3.9%)

One vertically extended nuclear

family (8.5%) . One unextended nuclear
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10



Population and Vital Events

15
Table 1.5 Mid-year population, birth rate and death rate
1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
( ) 5704 6156 6436 6489 6544 6607 6665 67327
Mid-year population (thousands)
(%) 0.3 20 2.5® 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.9 1.07%
Population growth rate (%)
( ) 68 69 63 59 53 51 54 -
Total births (thousands)
( ) 12.0 11.2 9.9 9.1 8.1 7.8 8.1 -
Crude birth rate (per 1 000 population)
( ) 29 31 32 32 33 33 34 -
Total deaths (thousands)
( ) 5.2 5.1 5.0 4.9 5.0 5.0 5.1 -
Crude death rate (per 1 000 popul ation)
( ) 6.8 6.1 4.8 4.2 31 27 31 -
Rate of natural increase (per 1 000 population)
(0]
(ii)
@
6311 000

Notes : Figures presented in this table may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or both of the following

reasons:

(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.
(i) Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.
(1 Population figures from 1996 onwards are compiled based on the new method and are broadly comparable with figures for 1995 and before.
Notwithstanding this, the population figure for 1996 compiled based on the old method (i.e. 6 311 000) has been used in calculating the

annual population growth rate from 1995 to 1996.

11
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1.6
Table1.6 Age-specific fertility rates

1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 1995 2000
( ) Index of rate
(Number of live births per 1 000 women in each age group) (1990=100)

Age-specific fertility rates

Age group of mother

15-19 5.9 5.9 5.6 5.2 5.0 4.6 4.4 101 75
20-24 39.9 426 359 32.2 30.1 30.3 31.2 107 78
25-29 99.2 90.4 80.6 72.5 64.0 62.0 65.4 91 66
30-34 80.0 84.7 76.4 73.3 65.9 63.8 69.2 106 86
35-39 28.3 31.9 303 30.7 28.5 27.9 30.3 113 107
40 - 44 4.4 4.8 4.8 51 45 45 45 110 102
45— 49 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 87 83
( ) @ 1272 1295 1166 1095 990 965 1024 102 81

Total fertility rate (per 1 000 women) (1)

Notes :

@
(i)
™

All the fertility rates presented in this table are compiled using a population denominator which has excluded female foreign domestic helpers.
Figures presented in this table may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or more than one of the
following reasons :
(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.
(i) Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.
(1 Thetotal fertility rate in a given year refersto the average number of children that would be born alive to 1 000 women during their lifetime
if they were to pass through their childbearing ages 15-49 experiencing the age-specific fertility rates prevailing in the given year.

12
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1.4 (1)
Chart 1.4 Total fertility rate®™
Number of live births per 1 000 women
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Notes :  All the fertility rates presented in this chart are compiled using a population denominator which has excluded female
foreign domestic helpers. Figures presented in this chart may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this
publication due to one or more than one of the following reasons :
(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.
(i) Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.

(1 The total fertility rate in a given year refers to the average number of children that would be born alive to 1 000
women during their lifetime if they were to pass through their childbearing ages 15-49 experiencing the age-specific
fertility rates prevailing in the given year.

13
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Chart 1.5 Age-specific fertility rates
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Note : All the fertility rates presented in this chart are compiled using a population denominator which has excluded female foreign
domestic helpers. Figures presented in this chart may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due
to one or both of the following reasons :

(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.
@iy Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.
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1.7
Table1.7 Age-sex-specific mortality rates
1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 1995 2000
( ) Index of rate
Sex Age group (Number of deaths per 1 000 population in each age group) (1990=100)
Mae
0 6.9 4.3 4.3 38 33 33 35 62 51
1-14 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 78 71
15-44 10 10 1.0 10 0.9 0.8 0.8 102 84
45-54 4.7 41 33 33 36 33 33 86 69
55-64 129 112 104 9.8 10.3 9.8 9.2 87 72
6574 328 279 26.8 25.6 251 24.3 24.0 85 73
75+ 806 764 73.9 71.0 73.4 74.0 74.2 95 92
Female
0 5.2 4.3 35 35 28 28 3.0 83 59
1-14 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 74 49
15-44 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 89 78
45-54 23 18 16 17 17 17 17 81 73
55-64 6.2 5.0 4.8 4.8 4.6 4.4 4.3 81 69
6574 186 153 14.0 133 135 133 12.8 82 69
75+ 64.7 59.3 57.4 54.9 56.0 56.3 55.1 92 85

@
(i)

Note : Figures presented in this table may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or both of the following

reasons:
(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.
(i) Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.

15
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Table1.8 M ortality rates and expectation of life at birth

1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
() Total deaths (thousands) 29 31 32 32 33 33 34
Crude death rate 5.2 5.1 5.0 4.9 5.0 5.0 5.1

( ) (per 1 000 popul ation)
@ Standardised death rate () 6.8 5.9 5.6 5.4 55 5.4 5.2

( ) (per 1 000 popul ation)
@ Index of standardised death rate 100 88 84 80 81 80 78

(1990=100) (1990=100)

Infant mortality rate 62 46 41 39 32 31 30

( ) (per 1000 live births)

() Expectation of life at birth (years)

Male 746 760 761 764 763 767 77.0
Female 80.3 815 817 818 817 818 822

@
(i)
™

Notes : Figures presented in this table may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or both of the following

reasons:

(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.

@iy Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.

(0 Standardised mortality rate was computed using the age-sex distribution of the population at 2001 Population Census moment as standard.

19
Table1.9 Marriage rates and median age at first marriage by sex
1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Crude marriage rate
( ) (per 1 000 popul ation)
Mae 14.6 121 11.0 114 9.6 9.4 9.3
Female 15.3 12.2 110 113 9.5 9.2 9.0
@ Standardised marriage rate()
( ) (per 1 000 popul ation)
Male 11.8 10.9 101 107 9.2 9.2 9.3
Female 13.0 11.3 104 108 9.2 9.0 8.9
Median age at first marriage
Male 28.9 30.0 300 296 298 299 30.0
Female 26.3 26.9 269 268 26.9 270 273

@
(i)
™

Notes : Figures presented in this table may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or both of the following

reasons:

(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.

@iy Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.

() Standardised mortality rate was computed using the age-sex distribution of the population at 2001 Population Census moment as standard.

16
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1.10
Table1.10 Distribution of population aged 15 and over by sex and
marital status
1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 1990 1995 2000
( ®)
( ) (Standardised
/ Sex / Marital status (Percentage) percentage )
Male
Never married 383 353 344 342 346 339 342 321 329 342
Married 584 612 621 623 617 624 622 640 633 622
Widowed 26 25 25 25 26 2.3 2.2 30 28 22
/ Divorced/separated 0.8 1.0 1.0 11 11 13 13 09 10 13
Total 1000 100.0 1000 100.0 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Female
Never married 305 294 291 293 296 297 300 259 27.7 300
Married 564 584 587 585 579 580 57.6 60.7 59.8 57.6
Widowed 122 108 106 105 105 101 2.9 122 110 99
/ Divorced/separated 1.0 14 16 17 20 2.3 24 11 15 24
Total 1000 100.0 1000 100.0 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

@
(i)
™

Notes : Figuresare averages of the statistics obtained from the General Household Survey for the four quarters of the year.

Figures presented in this table may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or both of the following

reasons:

(i) The changein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.

(i) Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.

() Standardised percentage has been computed using the age-sex distribution of the 2000 population aged 15 and over as standard.

17
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Chart 1.6 Distribution of population aged 15 and over by sex and
marital status
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(ii)
Notes : Figuresare averages of the statistics obtained from the General Household Survey for the four quarters of the year.

Figures presented in this chart may be different from those presented in earlier issues of this publication due to one or both of the
following reasons :

(i) Thechangein the approach for compiling population figures since August 2000.
(i) Theavailability of up-to-date benchmark population data based on the results of the 2001 Population Census.
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Data Sour ces

Table1.1, Table 1.5 - Table 1.9,
Chart 1.1 - Chart 1.2, Chart 1.4 - Chart 1.5

Census and Statistics Department
(Demographic Statistics Section)

Table1.2, Table1.4, Chart 1.3

Census and Statistics Department
(Census Data Section)

Table 1.3, Table 1.10, Chart 1.6

Census and Statistics Department
(General Household Survey Section (2))

The data are obtained from the continuous
General Household Survey which covers the
land-based non-institutional  population  of
Hong Kong. Its main objective is to collect
information on labour force, unemployment
and  underemployment. In  addition,
information on the demographic and socio-
economic characteristics of the population is
also collected.

Further References

Population Census and By-census reports
Quarterly Report on General Household
Survey
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Labour force

21 The labour force of Hong Kong
increased steadily from 2.75 million in 1990 to
3.37 million in 2000; whereas the labour force
participation rate decreased from 63.2% in 1990 to
61.4% in 2000. This means that the growth of
population of working age (i.e. population aged 15
and over) was faster than the growth of the labour
force during these years.

2.2 The unemployment rate increased from
1.3%in 1990 to 3.2% in 1995 and then dropped to
22% in 1997. In line with the downward
adjustment in the economy of Hong Kong, the
unemployment rate increased sharply to 4.7% in
1998 and further to 6.2% in 1999. In 2000, it
declined significantly to 4.9%.

23 The labour force participation rate for
males decreased from 79.1% in 1990 to 73.5% in
2000. The labour force participation rate for
females, which had aways been significantly
lower than that for males, increased from 46.8% in
1990 to 49.9% in 2000. When analyzed by age,
males had the highest labour force participation
rate for the two age groups 30-34 and 35-39 in
2000. For females, the highest rate was recorded
for the 25-29 age group. The labour force
participation rates in the age groups 15-19 and 60
and over for both sexes were substantially lower
than those in other age groups, as most members
of the former group were still at school while a
fair proportion of those in the latter group were
retired people.
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Labour

Employment

24 According to the findings of the General
Household Survey, the size of the employed
population grew steadily in the past decade. In
2000, 18.3% of the employed persons were in
clerical occupations and another 18.3% were in
elementary occupations.  Distribution of the
employed population by occupation in 2000 was
similar to that in 1999.

25 The demand for labour can be reflected
by the employment and vacancy situation in the
major industry sectors of the economy. Unlike
the measure of labour supply which is derived
from data collected from households in the
General Household Survey, data on labour
demand are collected from establishments (i.e.
employers) in  the Quarterly Survey of
Employment and Vacancies. Employees serving
more than one employer are counted more than
once in the employment statistics collected from
employers.

2.6 There was a significant change in the
structure of employment in the past decade, with a
continuous shift in employment from the
manufacturing sector to the wholesale, retail and
import/export trades, restaurants and hotels sector,
the financing, insurance, real estate and business
services sector as wel as the community, social
and personal services sector.

2.7 According to the results of the Quarterly
Survey of Employment and Vacancies, the
wearing apparel industry and the printing and
publishing industry were the two largest industries
in terms of employment within the manufacturing
sector. They accounted for some 35% of the
manufacturing employment in 2000.  Other
manufacturing industries with rdatively large
employment included textiles, food manufacturing
and dectronic parts and components industries.
They together accounted for about 28% of the
manufacturing employment.
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Labour

2.8 In the distributive trades sector, which
comprised the wholesale, retail, import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels industries, the
import/export trades experienced very significant
growth in employment in the past ten years. Its
share of employment in the distributive trades
sector rose from 41% in 1990 to 50% in 