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News on Customer Liaison Group (CLG) on Trade Matters 
 

    
        

The third meeting of the 24th Session of CLG was held on 20 June 2024.  Major issues discussed included 
Amendments to Hong Kong Harmonized System 2024, Enhancements to Statistical Products – Web Report, and 
Declaration Notices. 

Before the end of the meeting, the Commissioner of the Census and Statistics Department (C&SD), Mr YU 
Chun-keung, Leo, met with the Members and present certificates to thank them for their contributions in the past 
two years. 

The 25th Session of CLG was commenced in mid-2024.  The Members were newly recruited in mid-July 2024 
and they will serve for a term of two years until mid-2026.   

 
 

 

   Thanks to the support of the Members, the final meeting of the 24th Session of CLG was held successfully. 
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                       The Commissioner of the C&SD, Mr YU Chun-keung, Leo, gave a speech to  
                        thank the Members for their contributions in the past two years. 
                                     
 
 
 
                     
 

 

 

 
A tea reception was arranged after the meeting.   Members and C&SD officers exchanged views on 
different issues.   
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 Trade between Hong Kong and the Mainland of China 
 
 

Hong Kong has maintained a close trading relationship with the mainland of China (the Mainland) for many 
years.  In the past decade, the Mainland was both Hong Kong’s largest destination of total exports of goods and 
supplier of imports of goods.  On the other hand, Hong Kong has also played an important role in the external trade 
of the Mainland.  According to the trade statistics of the China Customs, Hong Kong was the fourth largest trading 
partner of the Mainland in 2023, following the USA, Japan and Korea.  This article analyses the performance and 
highlights the salient features of merchandise trade between Hong Kong and the Mainland during the period from 
2014 to 2023.  
 

Total exports to the Mainland 
 

Hong Kong’s total exports to the Mainland experienced moderate growth in general in the past decade, with 
the value increased by 17.3% from $1,979.0 billion in 2014 to $2,320.4 billion in 2023, representing an average 
annual growth rate of 1.8% over the period.  The percentage share of total exports to the Mainland among Hong 
Kong's total exports has maintained between 53.7% and 59.5% over the past decade.  (Table 1) 

 
Table 1:  Merchandise trade with the mainland of China, 2014 to 2023 
 

 

  $ Bn  

           
           
Type of trade 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

                      Total exports 1,979.0 1,936.5 1,943.5 2,105.8 2,287.3 2,210.9 2,324.5 2,952.0 2,570.8 2,320.4 
 [53.9] [53.7] [54.2] [54.3] [55.0] [55.4] [59.2] [59.5] [56.7] [55.5] 
 (+1.5) (-2.1) (+0.4) (+8.4) (+8.6) (-3.3) (+5.1) (+27.0) (-12.9) (-9.7) 

                     Imports 1,987.0 1,984.0 1,916.8 2,030.1 2,186.3 2,058.1 1,923.5 2,433.5 2,077.7 2,022.3 
 [47.1] [49.0] [47.8] [46.6] [46.3] [46.6] [45.1] [45.8] [42.2] [43.5]   

(+2.3) (-0.1) (-3.4) (+5.9) (+7.7) (-5.9) (-6.5) (+26.5) (-14.6) (-2.7) 

            
Notes :     Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of the mainland of China in individual type of trade. 

     Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage changes. 

 
 
Imports from the Mainland 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
During 2014 to 2023, the value of Hong Kong’s imports from the Mainland slightly increased by 1.8% from 

$1,987.0 billion to $2,022.3 billion, representing an average annual growth rate of 0.2%.  The percentage share of 
imports from the Mainland among Hong Kong's total imports has displayed a slight downward trend over the past 
decade, declining from 47.1% in 2014 to 43.5% in 2023.  (Table 1) 

The Mainland was also the largest origin of Hong Kong’s imports in the past 10 years, accounting for 44.1% 
of Hong Kong’s total imports on average.  The value of imports of the Mainland origin declined by 0.6% annually 
on average during 2014 to 2023, with half of the years recording an increase and the other half recording a 
decrease over the past decade.  (Table 2) 
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Table 2: Imports of the mainland of China origin, 2014 to 2023 

 

$ Bn    

           Country of origin 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

                                The mainland of China 1,949.2 1,956.5 1,867.4 1,981.3 2,134.6 1,985.8 1,841.7 2,284.8 1,957.7 1,843.0 
  (The Mainland) [46.2] [48.4] [46.6] [45.5] [45.2] [45.0] [43.1] [43.0] [39.7] [39.7] 
 (+2.3) (+0.4) (-4.6) (+6.1) (+7.7) (-7.0) (-7.3) (+24.1) (-14.3) (-5.9) 

                      
Notes : Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of imports of the Mainland origin in total imports. 

 Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage changes. 

 Figures in Table 1 refer to the imports consigned from the Mainland, while figures in Table 2 refer to the imports originated in the 
Mainland. 

 
 

 
Other references 

 
More detailed statistics of trade between Hong Kong and the Mainland can be found in the feature article 

"Trade between Hong Kong and the Mainland of China", which is published in the July 2024 issue of Hong Kong 
Monthly Digest of Statistics report. Moreover, users can obtain further statistics on external merchandise trade of 
Hong Kong through the Interactive Data Dissemination Service for Trade Statistics 
(https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk). 

 For any enquiries on the statistics above, please contact the Trade Analysis Section, Census and Statistics 
Department (Tel.: 2582 4914). 
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 Hong Kong’s Air Cargo Statistics, 2014 to 2023 

 
 

 
The Hong Kong International Airport is one of the busiest and most advanced airports in the world.  It 

consolidates Hong Kong’s position as an international commerce hub and supports Hong Kong as an international 
logistics centre.  In terms of air cargo throughput, the Hong Kong International Airport ranked first globally in 
2023, at 4.3 million tonnes. 

 
Air cargo throughput ranking 

The cargo throughput of the Hong Kong International Airport in 2023, at 4.3 million tonnes, was the largest 
in terms of air cargoes handled among all airports in the world.  This was followed by airports in Memphis, 
Shanghai, Anchorage and Incheon.   (Chart 1) 

 

Chart 1 Ranking of international airports by air cargo throughput(1) in 2023 (Top 10) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes : (1) Figures include loaded freight, unloaded freight and mail. 

 (2) Figure includes transit freight. 

  

Source : Airports Council International 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Million tonnes 

 Hong Kong     Memphis    Shanghai      Anchorage(2)  Incheon  Louisville     Miami          Doha      Los Angeles    Taipei 
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 Air cargo throughput from 2014 to 2023 

Hong Kong's air cargo throughput slightly decreased from 4.38 million tonnes in 2014 to 4.30 million tonnes 
in 2023, with a decrease of 1.8%.  Over the past decade, the annual air cargo throughput generally recorded year-
on-year increases, except 2019, 2020 and 2022.  (Chart 2) 

 

Inward air cargoes refer to imports and inward transhipment.  Inward air cargoes decreased by 21.8%, from 
1.59 million tonnes in 2014 to 1.24 million tonnes in 2023.  Over the same period, outward air cargoes increased 
by 9.6% from 2.79 million tonnes to 3.06 million tonnes.  (Chart 2) 

 

Outward air cargoes refer to exports and outward transhipment.  During 2014 to 2023, outward air cargoes 
consistently accounted for over 60% of the total air cargo throughput.  Its corresponding share increased 
significantly from 63.8% in 2014 to 71.2% in 2023.  (Chart 2) 

 

Chart 2 Inward and outward movement of air cargo throughput(1), 2014 to 2023 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Notes : Figures in brackets refer to the percentage change over preceding year. 

 Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of the inward/ outward air cargoes in total air cargo throughput. 

 Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding. 

 (1)   Figures exclude air mail. 

 
 

Source : Civil Aviation Department 

 

Year 
 

 
Thousand tonnes 

Outward air cargoes 
  

Inward air cargoes 
 

 

4 376 
(+6.0%) 

 

[63.8%] 
 

[36.2%] 

4 380 
(+0.1%) 

 

[63.6%] 
 

[36.4%] 

4 521 
(+3.2%) 

 

[63.5%] 
 

[36.5%] 

4 937 
(+9.2%) 

 

[65.1%] 
 

[34.9%] 

4 704 
(-6.3%) 

 

[65.8%] 
 

[34.2%] 

5 018 
(+1.6%) 

 

[64.5%] 
 

[35.5%] 

4 420 
(-6.0%) 

 

[67.2%] 
 

[32.8%] 

4 986 
(+12.8%) 

 

[67.2%] 
 

[32.8%] 

4 169 
(-16.4%) 

 

[66.6%] 
 

[33.4%] 

4 298 
(+3.1%) 

 

[71.2%] 
 

[28.8%] 
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“Finding Commodity Codes” Online 
 
The Hong Kong Harmonized System (HKHS) is based on the Harmonized Commodity Description and 

Coding System (HS) established by the World Customs Organization (WCO).  The HS specifies the commodity 
classification up to the 6-digit subheading level for international comparison.  Countries/territories are free to use 
additional digits for more refined classification to meet their specific needs.  The HKHS adopts an 8-digit 
classification system, with the first 2, 4 and 6 digits correspond to Chapter, Heading and Subheading of the HS 
respectively.  The additional 7th and 8th digits are to further refine the commodity classification to meet the needs 
of Hong Kong.  For lodging import/export declarations in Hong Kong, the full 8-digit HKHS codes must be used. 

 
Importers and exporters can search commodity codes on the C&SD’s website by the three approaches 

described below: 
 

 (i) Search with Keyword/Phrase 
Importers and exporters can enter a single word or a phrase that best describes their product.  Then, select 

the search option (including “All words”, “Any one word” or “Exact phrase”).  The search results would be 
displayed and keywords are highlighted in yellow for easy reference. 

 

(ii) Search with partial or full commodity code 
This search function enables importers and exporters to conduct searching by full commodity code at 8-digit 

level or with partial commodity code at 2, 4 or 6 digits. 
 

(iii) Browse through Chapters, Headings and Subheadings 
According to the HKHS 2024 Edition, it is structured into 22 Sections, 97 Chapters (at the 2-digit level), 

1 229 Headings (at the 4-digit level), 5 613 Subheadings (at the 6-digit level) and 7 822 mutually exclusive Items 
(at the 8-digit level).  Browsing allows importers and exporters to look into details of the commodity codes under 
different levels one by one. 

 
Moreover, the C&SD is currently exploring the use of big data technology in enhancing the "Finding 

Commodity Codes" function, with a view to facilitating the importers and exporters in searching the commodity 
codes more quickly and accurately. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/index_hs_code.html
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