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The first meeting of the 24" Session of CLG was
held on 3 February 2023. The meeting was conducted
simultaneously in both online and physical format.
Members may choose to attend online (via Zoom) or in
person.

Major issues discussed included Trade and
Related Statistics of Hong Kong, Latest Development
of Trade Single Window, and Revamp of Trade
Surveys.
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The Hong Kong Imports and Exports
Classification List (Harmonized System) is amended
annually to take into account the international
requirements and significant changes in trade pattern
and technology.

Amendments in 2023, which took effect as from
1 January 2023, involve 12 commodity items,
including chemical products, headgear, mineral
substances, machinery and electrical equipment, and
transport equipment. The amendments were published
in the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Gazette on 11 November 2022.

Importers and exporters are reminded that import
and export declarations for shipments on or after
1 January 2023 must be completed in accordance with
the amended classification. The amendment list is
available through the following channels:

(A) Download
By visiting the website of the Census and
Statistics Department (www.censtatd.go
v.hk/en/page 1364.html); or

(B) Fax
By calling the Import/Export Declaration
and Cargo Manifest Enquiry Hotline
2877 1818 (press 62 after selection of
language).

Moreover, a full list of the 2023 edition of
8-digit Hong Kong Harmonized System codes and
corresponding commodity descriptions, in Excel
format, is available on the website of the Census and
Statistics Department for convenient access and
usage by the trading community.

For enquiries, please contact the Trade
Classification Section of the Census and Statistics
Department (Commodity Code Enquiry
Hotline : 3178 8933 ; Fax: 2824 2782 ; E-mail:
trade-declaration@censtatd.gov.hk).


https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/tc/page_1364.html
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/tc/page_1364.html
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/page_1364.html
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Analysis of Hong Kong’s External Merchandise Trade

by Mode of Transport
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External merchandise trade is one of the
important economic activities in Hong Kong. Goods
are brought into or out of Hong Kong by various means
of transport. Air and land have been the two main
modes of transport of Hong Kong’s external
merchandise trade, together accounting for 83.2% of
Hong Kong’s total value of trade in goods in 2022.
Another 12.7% was transported by ocean and 3.8% by
river. The remaining 0.4% was mainly postal parcels
and accompanied goods of passengers travelling on
various means of transport.
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Total exports

In the past 10 years, land mode of transport has
been the most important mode of transport for Hong
Kong’s total exports. The value of Hong Kong’s total
exports by land increased significantly from $1,344.6
billion in 2012 to $2,470.8 billion in 2021 but dropped
to $1,917.6 billion in 2022 due to the pandemic-
induced  disruptions to  cross-boundary land
transportation between the mainland of China (the
Mainland) and Hong Kong. During 2012 to 2022, the
proportion of land mode of transport in the value of
Hong Kong’s total exports increased from 39.2% in
2012 to the peak of 49.8% in 2021 but dropped to
42.3% in 2022. The proportion of air mode of
transport, on the other hand, increased gradually in the
past 10 years, from 33.6% in 2012 to 38.5% in 2017
but dropped to 35.5% in 2021 due to the pandemic.
The proportion jumped to 41.3% in 2022 due to a shift
of transport mode arising from the disruptions to cross-
boundary land transportation. Meanwhile, the
proportion of ocean mode of transport in the value of
Hong Kong’s total exports decreased drastically from
22.8% in 2012 to 12.7% in 2022.

Imports

In the past 10 years, Hong Kong’s imports were
mainly transported by air. The value of Hong Kong’s
imports by air increased vigorously from $1,508.8
billion in 2012 to $2,691.4 billion in 2022. This
represented an average annual growth rate of 6.0%.
On the other hand, the proportion of air mode of
transport in the value of Hong Kong’s imports
increased from 38.6% in 2012 to 48.6% in 2021 and
jumped to 54.6% in 2022 due to a shift of transport
mode arising from the disruptions to cross-boundary
land transportation. Meanwhile, the proportion of land
mode of transport remained rather stable during 2012
to 2021, ranging from 36.7% to 38.6%, but dropping
drastically to 28.2% in 2022 due to the disruptions to
cross-boundary land transportation between the
Mainland and Hong Kong. On the other hand, the
proportion of ocean mode of transport in the value of
Hong Kong’s imports decreased gradually in the past
10 years, from 20.5% in 2012 to 10.7% in 2021, but
rebounded to 12.6% in 2022.
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Table 1 Values of Hong Kong’s external merchandise trade by mode of transport

2012 2017 2021 2022
T BEa® +ET BEOE® +ET BEAH® +ET BEAH®
i 5, Mode of transport $Bn % share® $Bn % share® $Bn % share® $Bn % share®
BMRE S Total trade 7,346.5 100.0 8,232.9 100.0  10,268.4 100.0  9,459.1 100.0
ZEH A 2,662.5 36.2 3,439.9 418 43383 422 45624 48.2
PEi#  Land 2,801.9 38.1 3,220.6 391 45217 440  3305.0 349
g Ocean 1,585.3 21.6 1,309.1 159 1,170.1 11.4 1,197.0 12.7
A3 River 2215 3.0 182.4 2.2 203.0 2.0 357.1 3.8
Hf,  Others 75.2 1.0 80.9 1.0 353 0.3 376 0.4
¥R Total exports 3,434.3 100.0 3,875.9 100.0  4,960.7 100.0 4,531.6 100.0
ZEdE Air 1,153.8 33.6 1,492.6 385 1,760.3 355 1,871.0 413
Pe#  Land 1,344.6 39.2 1,621.2 418 24708 49.8 1,917.6 423
#g#  Ocean 784.6 228 633.0 16.3 602.1 12.1 577.0 12.7
- River 129.2 3.8 105.6 2.7 1232 25 162.2 3.6
Hftf  Others 222 0.6 234 0.6 43 0.1 3.9 0.1
¥ Imports 3,912.2 100.0 4,357.0 100.0  5307.8 100.0  4,9275 100.0
ZEdE Air 1,508.8 38.6 1,947.3 447 2,578.0 486 26914 54.6
e Land 1,457.3 373 1,599.4 36.7  2,050.9 38.6 1,387.4 28.2
#g#  Ocean 800.8 20.5 676.1 15.5 568.0 10.7 620.0 12.6
- River 92.4 2.4 76.7 1.8 79.8 15 194.9 4.0
Hftf  Others 52.9 1.4 57.5 13 31.0 0.6 33.8 0.7

FERE N E P TURE AL A » Sy TREERIR N AR S - Notes :  Figures may not add up to the total due to rounding.
M (BRSSO KE B TS () Perecmage share :;;;?Vizifrzzlefyf;ié of transport in

grth e
Ht2EEHk Other references

A RAf w7 R E S a0 1]
S0 T EE TS TN ESEIMNERE S B
NE 0 X EAEN2023F3 HIEH (FAEAESKETH
FI) o AN BURFEREER TESKHHE LT
) 2 = 2% i iS4 % g
(https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk) J& B ¥ % 7 & ¥
SNPS n E S AT

WEEMER  BEEBUFSEHEE SE R
Mrafl (EEEE © 2582 4914) -

More detailed statistics of analysis of trade by
mode of transport can be found in the feature article
"Analysis of Hong Kong’s External Merchandise
Trade by Mode of Transport", which is published in
the March 2023 issue of Hong Kong Monthly Digest of
Statistics report. Moreover, users can obtain further
statistics on external merchandise trade of Hong Kong
through the Interactive Data Dissemination Service for
Trade Statistics (https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk).

For any enquiries, please contact the Trade
Analysis Section, Census and Statistics Department
(Tel.: 2582 4914).


https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk/
https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk/
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Use of Correct Declaration Form
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Under the Import and Export (Registration)
Regulations, Chapter 60E, of the Laws of Hong Kong,
every person who imports or exports/re-exports any
article, including online purchases from or sales to
overseas, other than an exempted article is required to
lodge with the Commissioner of Customs and Excise
an accurate and complete import/export declaration
within 14 days after the importation or exportation of
the article. At the time of lodging import/export
declarations, importers and exporters are required to
pay Declaration Charge and Clothing Industry Training
Levy (if applicable) to the Government. The
information contained in import/export declarations
lodged is used for compiling trade statistics by the
Census and Statistics Department (C&SD).

Prosecution may be initiated against any person
who fails or neglects to lodge the required declaration
within the specified period, or knowingly or recklessly
lodges any declaration that is inaccurate in any
material particular.

At present, 6 types of declaration forms are
available and they are used for lodging declarations for
different types of items:

1. Import Declaration Form 1 is used for imports of
non-food items and articles not exempted from
declaration charge

2. Import Declaration Form 1A is used for imports
of food items only

3. Import Declaration Form 1B is used for imports
of articles exempted from declaration charge

4. Export/Re-export Declaration Form 2 is used for
exports of Hong Kong made non-clothing items
and articles not exempted from declaration charge,
and re-exports of articles not exempted from
declaration charge

5. Export Declaration Form 2A is used for exports
of Hong Kong made clothing items specified in
Schedule 1 to the Industrial Training (Clothing
Industry) Ordinance

6. Export/Re-export Declaration Form 2B is used
for exports/re-exports of articles exempted from
declaration charge
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Importers/exporters should ensure that the correct
form is used for declaration. Incorrect use of
declaration form will affect the accuracy of trade
statistics as well as bringing about inconvenience to the
declarants. Lodging declaration in an inappropriate
form shall be deemed not to have been lodged the
declaration of the articles. Importers/exporters who
have used a wrong declaration form for lodging
declaration are required to re-lodge a correct
import/export declaration and shall be liable for
payment of late lodgement penalty and/or relevant
declaration charge.

After re-lodging a correct declaration,
importers/exporters must inform the Government of the
use of a wrong type of declaration form by submitting
a written notification as soon as possible. In the
notification, importers/exporters should provide
relevant details, clearly state the reason(s) for using the
wrong type of declaration form, and the Unique
Declaration Reference (UDR) numbers of the correct
and corresponding incorrect declarations for the
Government to follow up. If necessary, the
Government will request the importers/exporters
concerned to provide relevant information for
verification.

For more details on matters related to the
lodgement of import/export declaration, please refer to
C&SD’s website at
(https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/page 94.html).



https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/tc/page_94.html
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/page_94.html
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