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Head:  (26) Census and Statistics Department 

Subhead (No. & title): (-) Not Specified 

Programme: (2) Social Statistics  

Controlling Officer: Commissioner for Census and Statistics (Leo YU) 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury 

Question: 
Please advise on the following: 
1) the reasons for the decrease of approximately 20% of the estimate for 2023-24 when 

compared with the original estimate for 2022-23;  
2) during the compilation of social statistics, whether there are plans to fully implement 

digitalisation and smart technologies, including obtaining the data required directly from 
other departments concerned, so as to reduce manpower in carrying out administrative 
procedures such as making requests and providing replies. 

 
Asked by: Hon KAN Wai-mun, Carmen (LegCo internal reference no.: 28) 
Reply: 
 
1)  The estimate for 2023-24 under the Programme of Social Statistics is $31 million (or 

19.8%) lower than the original estimate for 2022-23.  This is mainly due to the near 
completion of the work related to the 2021 Population Census, thus lowering the relevant 
expenditure for 2023-24. 
 

2)  The Census and Statistics Department (C&SD) will re-engineer the approach of 
conducting population censuses in 2026 and thereafter, in which Government 
administrative data will be used more extensively.  The C&SD is exploring ways to make 
use of the Government cloud platform to obtain the required data from relevant 
departments.  

 
 
 

- End - 


