2. Executive Summary
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21 Chapters 3-8 of this report provide a detailed
analysis on the youth population. Salient findings are
highlighted in paragraphs 2.2 - 2.21. For ease of quick
reference, key statistics of youths are listed on pages 9
and 10.

Size and Structure

2.2 The youth population increased by 552 607 or
at an average annual growth rate of 2.3% over the past 40
years (i.e. from 1961 to 2001). There were 920 445
youths in Hong Kong in 2001.

2.3 In terms of the proportion of youths in the
total population, its percentage rose from 11.8% in 1961
to a peak of 23.0% in 1981, and then dropped
continuously over the past 20 yearsto 13.7% in 2001.

24 The sex ratio (i.e. number of males per 1 000
females) of the youth population in 2001 was 985, as
compared with the overall sex ratio of 960. There were
slightly more female youths than male youths.  This can
be attributed to the large number of young female foreign
domestic helpers working in Hong Kong. The sex ratio
of the youth population, after excluding the foreign
domestic helpers, rose to 1 059.

Demographic Characteristics

25 The proportion of youths who had never
married rose from 93.4% in 1991 to 95.7% in 2001,
while the proportion who were now married dropped
from 6.5% to 4.1%.

2.6 As a result of the influx of young one-way
permit holders from the Mainland and foreign domestic
helpers over the past ten years, there was an increase in
the number of youths born outside Hong Kong. The
percentage rose from 19.2% in 1991, to 20.8% in 1996
and further to 21.2% in 2001.
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2.7 The ability to speak English and Putonghua
among the youth population has increased over the past
ten years, both in number and percentage. There were
67.6% and 37.8% of the youths who could speak English
and Putonghua respectively in 2001, up from 56.6% and
15.8% in 1991.

Education

2.8 School attendance was common among the
youth population. The school attendance rate for the
age group 17-18 increased from 58.3% in 1991 to 71.0%
in 2001, and that for the age group 19-24, from 15.1% to
26.4%.

29 Owing to the increased tertiary education
opportunities in the past ten years, the youth population
with tertiary education had increased substantially both
in number and in their share of the population. In 1991,
115 278 youths (or 13.7% of the youth population) had
attended tertiary education, whereas by 2001 the number
reached 177 243 (or 19.3% of the youth popul ation).

Labour Force

2.10 During the past ten years, youths in the labour
force decreased by 47 831 (9.7%) from 492 075 in 1991
to 444 244 in 2001. In 2001, the number of male youths
in the labour force was 38 549 (or 14.9%) less than that
in 1991, while the corresponding decrease in the number
of female youths was 9 282 (or 4.0%).

211 Over the past ten years, the labour force
participation rate of youths declined steadily from 58.6%
in 1991 to 48.3% in 2001. This, to some extent, is
atributed to the later entry of youths into the labour
market as a result of the increasing educational
opportunities of the young people.

212 Among the working youths in 2001, 96.4% of
them were employees (as compared with 88.6% of
employees in whole working population).  Similar
observations were noted in 1991 and 1996.

6 2001 Population Census

Thematic Report — Youths



Executive Summary

213
27.1%
23.6%
214
29.8%
28.8%
15.7%
2.15
7,500
10,000

5%

2.16
4.1 31

29.1%

2.17
81.9%
88.1%
4.7%

2.4%

213 In 2001, a large proportion of the working
youths were engaged as “Clerks’ (27.1%) and “Service
workers and shop sdes workers’ (23.6%). The
proportion of youths in these occupations was higher as
compared to the total working population.

214 The “Wholesale, retail and import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels’ sector employed 29.8% of
the working youths, followed by “Community, social and
personal services’ (28.8%) and “Financing, insurance,
real estate and business services’ (15.7%) in 2001. The
distribution of youths by industry was quite similar to
that for the whole working population.

215 The median monthly income from main
employment of the working youths in 2001 was $7,500,
about 75% of the median ($10,000) of the whole working
population. The relatively low median income of these
youths to the total working population may be due to the
occupations and industries they are engaged in, their
educational attainment and their limited working
experience.

Living Arrangement and Housing

2.16 The household sizes of those domestic
households with youths were relatively larger. The
average household size of domestic households with
youths was 4.1, which was higher than that of 3.1 for all
domestic households in Hong Kong by 29.1%.

217 There have been dlight changes in the living
arrangements of youths in the past ten years. The
largest proportion of youths were living with their
parent(s) and the proportion was increasing steadily.
The proportion of youths living with parent(s) only rose
from 81.9% in 1991 to 88.1% in 2001. In contrast, the
proportion of those living with spouse and/or child(ren)
(and not with parent(s)) dropped continuously from 4.7%
in 1991 to 2.4% in 2001.
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2.18 There is a strong relationship between age and
living arrangement of youths. The proportion of youths
living with their parents declined substantially from
98.1% at age 15 to 71.2% at age 24. The drop in
proportion of youths living with parent(s) was
accompanied by an increase in the proportions of living
with spouse and/or children (no matter with parent(s) or
not) from 0.2% at age 17 to 10.2% at age 24.

Geographical Characteristics

219 There was a substantial redistribution of the
youth population during the last ten years. The New
Territories had the largest share of the population
throughout 1991-2001. The proportion of youths
therein surged from 42.6% to 54.9%. For Hong Kong
Idand and Kowloon, their proportions declined
significantly from 20.1% and 37.0% ten years ago to
17.6% and 27.5% in 2001 respectively.

2.20 Among the 18 District Council districts, Sha
Tin had the largest number of youths (11.1%). The
District Council districts with the second and the third
largest number of youths were Tuen Mun (9.0%) and
Eastern (8.3%) respectively. Idands had the smallest
number of youths (1.2%).

221 Youth population were less prone to internal
migration. The proportion of youths who had internally
migrated was 14.2%, as compared to 18.4% of the whole
population aged 5 and over. Of those youths who had
internally migrated, the largest proportion (28.1%)
moved between new towns in the New Teritories.
Another 15.0% destined for the new towns were
originated from Kowloon.
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