CFF- F R
A Profile of Youths, 2001

= %’%’4 ol Il‘"’;g}bl#: TR FAESS f,g‘[ﬁmﬁﬂu'#“ =

— F I@Méﬁ o Iﬁ’@j@’ﬁ ‘EL%“EJPEFK&F M lpjrirﬂkwm

’%f%w il EJ”W*F‘ TR T - 4 U kakd

ﬁpﬁa?ﬁ\l ¥ iﬁ@ﬁ: (Fff D= At 1) Biﬁﬂﬁd

Ef“" ﬁ?gﬁ'ﬁg[;irr L;F;EW B (R %
A 7l

The 2001 Population Census was conducted in March 2001. Results of the
Census have been released in stages starting from October 2001. The
Census provides a wealth of data on the socio-economic characteristics of the
population in Hong Kong, thus alowing studies to be undertaken on various
facets of the community. This article utilizes the results of the 2001
Population Census to give an overview of youths (persons aged 15 — 24) in
Hong Kong. Those who were interested in further details of the youth
population could refer to the report “Hong Kong 2001 Population Census
Thematic Report — Youths”.
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If you have any enquiries on this article, please cal Census Data Section, Census and
Statistics Department (Tel.: 2716 8016).
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1. Introduction

1.1 The 2001 Population Census was conducted in
March 2001, with the first report “ Summary Results’
released in October 2001. The Census provides a
wealth of data on the socio-economic characteristics
of the population in Hong Kong, thus allowing
studies to be undertaken on various facets of the
community.

1.2 Results from the 2001 Population Census are
made available in a series of publications being
released in stages, including the report “Hong Kong
2001 Population Census Thematic Report — Youths’
that presents detailed data and analysis pertaining to
youths in Hong Kong. This article has extracted some
key findings. Key statistics of the youth population
and the distribution of youths by District Council
district are presented in Table 1 and Table 2 placed at
the end of this article.

2. Conceptsand Coverage

2.1 In studies on youths, different classifications
adopting different age groups for youths may exist,
depending on the subject matter concerned. For
instance, persons aged 15 to 24 or 12 to 24 may be
respectively defined as youths for different
objectives. In Hong Kong, persons aged 15 to 24
have generally been taken as the target population in
planning services for youths. This is also adopted
by the United Nations.

2.2 In this article, youths refer to population aged
15 to 24 for both sexes. While the results of the
2001 Population Census presented in this article refer
to the Hong Kong Resident Population enumerated
under the “resident population” approach, those of
the 1991 Population Census and the 1996 Population
By-census refer to the residents present in Hong
Kong enumerated under the de facto enumeration
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approach and the resident population enumerated
under the de jure enumeration approach respectively.
Caution is required in making comparison.
Notwithstanding the change, the 2001 Population
Census figures are broadly comparable with those of
the 1991 Population Census and the 1996 Population
By-census.

3.  Key Trendsand Phenomenon
Growth of the Youth Population

3.1 The youth population increased by 552 607 or
at an average annual growth rate of 2.3% over the
past 40 years (i.e. from 1961 to 2001). The average
annual growth rate of the youth population was much
faster than the 1.9% of the whole population.
During 1961 to 1981, the youth population rose from
367 838t0 1147 757. It then declined to 839 841 in
1991 before a gradual increase to reach 920 445 in
2001. In terms of the proportion of youths to the

FISy Pl ot~ B9 11.8% = Jur total population, the percentage rose from 11.8% in
o
B ﬁﬁﬁ, 9 28.0% » (A < 1 # E[Jﬁ@* 1961. to a peak of 23.0% in 1981, and then fjropped
P — e continuously over the past 20 yearsto 13.7% in 2001.
PR=D 99 S 187% - (- ) (Chart 1)
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Chart1 Number and Proportion of Youths, 1961-2001
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3.2 The sex ratio (i.e. number of males per 1 000
females) of the youth population in 2001 was 985, as
compared with the overall sex ratio of 960. The fact
that number of female youths was greater than that of
male youths might be due to the large number of
young female foreign domestic helpers working in
Hong Kong. After excluding the foreign domestic
helpers, the sex ratio roseto 1 059. (Table 1)

Proportion of Married Youths Dropped

3.3  Youths are less likely to be married than in the
past, reflecting trends towards marriage at later ages
and towards remaining single. The proportion of
youths who had never married rose from 93.4% in
1991 to 95.7% in 2001, while the proportion of
youths who were now married dropped from 6.5% to
4.1%. (Tablel)

34 Among the youth population in 2001, 95.7%
were never married; the remaining proportions of
now married (4.1%), widowed (less than 0.05%) and
divorced/separated  (0.1%) were very low.
Compared with the whole population aged 15 and
over, there were marked differences in the
distribution in respect of marital status. It was due
to the fact that most people got married at older ages.
In fact, the median ages at first marriage for men and
women in 2001 were 30.2 years and 27.5 years
respectively which were outside the age range of
youths. (Table 1)

Wel| Educated Youths

35 The greater opportunities for education
available to the youth population improved markedly
their level of educational attainment. The
proportion of youths with no schooling or only
kindergarten education was less than 0.5%
throughout 1991 to 2001, whereas that with
secondary and higher education increased
significantly from 96.0% in 1991 to 98.1% in 2001.
The proportion of population aged 15 and over with
secondary and higher education was relatively lower,
at 62.1%in 1991 and 71.1%in 2001. (Table 1)
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3.6 Youths with tertiary education had increased
substantially both in number and in their share of the
population. In 1991, 115 278 youths (or 13.7% of
the youth population) had attended tertiary education,
whereas by 2001 the number reached 177 243 (or
19.3% of the youth population). (Table 1)

Youths in the Labour Force Decreased

3.7 During the past ten years, youths in the labour
force decreased by 47 831 (or 9.7%) from 492 075 in
1991 to 444 244 in 2001. In 2001, the number of
male youths in the labour force was 38549 (or
14.9%) less than that in 1991, while the
corresponding decrease in the number of female
youthswas 9 282 (or 4.0%). (Tablel)

3.8 The labour force participation rate of youths
(i.e. the proportion of youths in the economically
active population in the total youth population)
declined steadily from 58.6% in 1991 to 48.3% in
2001. The participation rate of youths in 2001 was
much lower than the 61.4% for the whole population
aged 15 and over. This is attributed to the later
entry of youths into the labour force as a result of the
increasing educational opportunities of the young
people. (Table1l)

More Working Youths Engaged as Clerks and
Service Workers

3.9 A large proportion of the working youths were
engaged as “Clerks’ (27.1%) and “Service workers
and shop sales workers” (23.6%) in 2001. Youths
were highly represented in these occupations
compared to the total working population (16.3% for
“Clerks’ and 15.0% for “Service workers and shop
sales workers’). The proportion of youths working
in the occupation “Professionals’ increased from
1.9% in 1991 to 3.9% in 2001. On the other hand,
substantial decreases were noted in the occupations
such as “Craft and related workers’ and “Plant and
machine operators and assemblers’. (Table 1)
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A Higher Proportion of Working Youths in
“Wholesale, Retaill and Import/Export
Trades, Restaurants and Hotels” Sector

310 In 2001, the “Wholesde, retal and
import/export trades, restaurants and hotels’ sector
employed 29.8% of the working youths, followed by
“Community, social and personal services’ (28.8%)
and “Financing, insurance, real estate and business
services’ (15.7%). The distribution of working
youths by industry was quite similar to that for the
whole working population. There had been
considerable changes in the industry distribution of
working youths over the past ten years. While the
“Wholesale, retail and import/export trades,
restaurants and hotels” sector was the largest
employers of youths throughout 1991-2001, there
was a substantial decrease in the percentage of youths
working in the “Manufacturing” sector, dropping
from 25.6% in 199110 8.7%in 2001. (Tablel)

Lower Median Monthly Income from Main
Employment for Youths

3.11 Substantia increases were observed in the
median monthly income from main employment of
working youths in the past ten years. It increased
by 74.4% from $4,300 in 1991 to $7,500 in 2001 (the
corresponding increase for the whole working
population was 93.4%). The median monthly
income from main employment of working youths in
2001 was about 75% of the median of the whole
working population.  Their comparatively low
median income may be related to the occupation and
industries they are engaged in, their educationa
attainment and their limited working experience.
(Table 1)

Living with Parent(s) was Common among
Youths

3.12 There have been dight changes in the living
arrangements of youths in the past ten years. A
large proportion of youths were living with their
parent(s), and the proportion was increasing steadily.
The proportion of youths living with parent(s) only
rose from 81.9% in 1991 to 88.1% in 2001. On the
opposite, the phenomenon of living with spouse
and/or child(ren) (and not with parent(s)) dropped

6
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continuously from 4.7% in 1991 to 2.4% in 2001.
(Table 1)

3.13 There were apparent differences among youths
in different living arrangements. For those living
with parents only, 54.0% of them were aged 15-19
and 46.0% aged 20-24; this compared with around
5% and 94% for those living with spouse and/or
children (both for living with or not with parents).
Economic independence was also a determining
factor on the living arrangement of youths.
Reflected through the proportion of working youths,
the proportion among those living alone (72.2%) was
substantially higher than those living with parent(s)

only (39.7%). (Chart 2)
ﬁ?ﬁ' 2 ZTEE-F EIfFF‘J 5 & = ‘[ﬁ b
Chart 2 Living Arrangement of Youths, 2001
F
Youths
(920|445)
I I
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Living in domestic households Living in non-domestic households®
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I I I I
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(10 003) parent(s) only and/or child(ren) (70 245)
(787 032) (26 109)
o e
AR G
Andwith  And not with
parent(s) parent(s)
(4779 (21 330)
S il
Proportion aged
15-19 14.8% 54.0% 5.8% 5.2% 18.9%
20-24 85.2% 46.0% 94.2% 94.8% 81.1%
I I I I I
B =Rl L 72.2% 39.7% 76.4% 57.7% 80.4%
Proportion
in working
population
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Note: (1) The figure includes youths living in boys and girls homes,
student dormitories, hostels and etc.
(2 Figures include youths living with person(s) other than

parent(s), spouse and child(ren).
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More than Half of the Youth Population
Lived in the New Territories

3.14 The New Territories had the largest share of the
population throughout 1991-2001 and aso the
proportion of youths therein surged from 42.6% to
54.9%. For Hong Kong Island and Kowloon, their
proportions declined significantly from 20.1% and
37.0% ten years ago to 17.6% and 27.5% in 2001
respectively. The corresponding proportions of the
whole population living in the New Territories,
Kowloon and Hong Kong Island were 49.8%, 30.2%
and 19.9% respectively. (Table 2)

3.15 Among the 18 District Council districts, Sha
Tin had the largest number of youths (11.1%). The
District Council districts with the second and the
third largest number of youths were Tuen Mun
(9.0%) and Eastern (8.3%) respectively. Islands had
the smallest number of youths (1.2%). Among the
District Council districts, Tuen Mun ranked first in
terms of the relative proportion of its population
being youths (17.0%), while Wan Chai ranked last
with 10.1%. (Table 2)



AL B

Tablel Key Statisticsof the Youth Population
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Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
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Tablel ey StatlstlcsoftheYouth Population (Cont'd)
1991 1996 2001
ST I S FE ZE A
Yo[rjths Whole Yo[rjths Whole Yo[ﬂhs Whole
Population Population Population
@~ [t (M) Labour Force(Cont'd)
BRI B P (F1o7E)
Proportion of ‘worki ng population by occupation (%)
AR HEBE R E 16 9.2 18 121 1.0 10.7
Managersan administrators
Pﬁ/ o 19 3.7 3.6 5.0 39 55
ofonals
;qsr,'ﬁﬁﬁ A 125 10.3 14.1 12.1 16.5 15.3
Associate professionals
T E 30.5 15.9 321 16.8 271 16.3
Clerks
T (ER RS 21.0 13.2 21.0 13.8 23.6 15.0
Service Worker and shop salesworkers
TERT %E“J ~ES 14.0 14.7 11.9 12.3 9.8 9.9
Craft and'related workers
| A I [ AT E 7.8 135 34 85 22 7.3
(fan and machine operators and assemblers
Ej= S Al 9.9 185 11.3 18.6 15.7 195
Elementary occupations
NATEE €0 g N PR I TNE S & 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.2 0.3
Skilled agricultura and frshery workers;
and occupations not classrfrable
FHFTEIT RN L] (P53 E)
Proportron of working populatron by industry (%)
25.6 28.2 159 189 8.7 12.3
Mgtnufacturi ng
HE 4.6 6.9 6.5 8.1 6.6 7.6
Sﬁstruction
FHE T BN IR~ AT 26.6 225 28.2 24.9 29.8 26.2
Wholaal% retail and import/export tr ades
restaurants and hotels
ﬁ#ﬁ LRSIt 89 9.8 104 109 10.1 11.3
Sp rt storage and communications
A> ﬁjﬂ[ B ~ B R R 13.6 10.6 14.9 134 15.7 16.1
Financi ng, msurance reaJ estate and
business services
WG~ W N R 19.3 19.9 22.8 22.3 28.8 255
Communfty social and personal services
Hpy® 15 21 13 15 05 1.0
Others®
rjf I Living Arrangement
I?‘rrﬁﬂi? oS LIESET (i)
Préport n of population by living arrangement (%)
’EJ} | 16 4.4 14 4.4 11 4.4
Living alone
Pl SR = 81.9 40.2 86.3 389 88.1 38.2
Living with parent(s) only
r{E["}y/ |\/4 [=
LIVI with spouse and/or child(ren)
e o Jieilss 0.7 3.3 0.7 34 05 3.0
And with parent(s)
VIR A 47 44.3 3.7 46.4 2.4 47.9
And not with parent(s)
H py® 111 7.8 8.0 6.9 7.9 6.5
Others®
F:iﬂ%: (@) Eé}g}'yﬁf P T Jee- 2 s EAY - rr ﬁﬁ*r, Notes: (1) The figure includes 151 833 residents temporarily away from Hong
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Kong at the time of the 1991 Census conducted in March 1991.

The figures are compiled based on the Hong Kong Resident
Population.

The figures refer to residents present in Hong Kong at the census/by-
census moment, including those who were temporarily away from
Hong Kong. The population figure compiled on this basis at the
1996 Population By-census was 6 217 556.

Thefiguresrefer to the whole population aged 15 and over.

“Others’ include such industries as “Agriculture and fishing”,
“Mining and quarrying”, “Electricity, gas and water” and industrial
activities inadequately described or unclassifiable.

Figures include youths living with person(s) other than parent(s),
spouse and child(ren).
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Table2  Youthsby District Council District, 1991, 1996 and 2001

& &
Youths
1991 1996 2001
Ea%gﬁﬁm District Council District BrEl Fioite Het! poibe HeE! poibe
Number % Number % Number %
IR Hong Kong Idand
FITE rlgk Central and Western 32 361 39 29 609 34 29593 3.2
e Wan Chai 19 361 2.3 17 362 2.0 16 909 18
TN Bh Eastern 74123 8.8 75 989 8.7 75985 8.3
T Southern 42788 51 39485 45 39 0% 4.2
= Sub-total 168633 20.1 162445 18.7 161581 17.6
] HE Kowloon
NN Yau Tsim Mong 38199 4.5 32819 3.8 33642 3.7
e Sham Shui Po 50929 6.1 43973 51 43 365 4.7
o ik Kowloon City 60 061 7.2 49 307 57 44718 49
?il U] Wong Tai Sin 62 615 75 54 504 6.3 56 794 6.2
@F’fﬁ Kwun Tong 99 281 11.8 86 849 10.0 74 484 8.1
5 Sub-total 311085 370 267452 30.8 253003 275
Frid New Territories
%Eﬂ Kwai Tsing 83158 9.9 78 046 9.0 68 908 7.5
ER) Tsuen Wan 46 667 5.6 38030 4.4 34 626 38
FT fif] Tuen Mun 49 097 5.8 76 585 8.8 82934 9.0
7 9 Yuen Long 34170 4.1 46 858 54 65 588 7.1
11k North 20557 2.4 30151 35 44768 49
i Tai Po 25 296 3.0 39 260 45 50122 54
1B ShaTin 74 379 8.9 94 677 10.9 102 159 11.1
[ Sai Kung 16 662 2.0 25 656 3.0 45 292 4.9
B2, Islands 8 006 1.0 8289 1.0 10670 12
| E Sub-total 357992 426 437552 50.3 505067 549
[ st Land total 837710 99.7 867449 998 919651 999
g A plus. Marine 2131 0.3 2062 0.2 794 0.1
B Whole territory 839841 100.0 869511 100.0 920445 100.0
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