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21 Chapters 3-7 of this report provide a detailed
analysis on the profile of women and men in Hong Kong.
Salient findings are highlighted in paragraphs 2.2 — 2.27.
For ease of quick reference, the relevant key statistics are
listed on pages 11 and 12.

Demographic Characteristics

2.2 The 2001 Population Census shows that the
Hong Kong Resident Population in mid-March 2001 was
6 708 389, having increased from 5522 281 in 1991. It
is noted that female population grew faster than male
population over the period. The population growth was
accompanied by the continuous aging of the population
over the past ten years. During 1991 to 2001, the
median age of both women and men increased from 31 in
1991 to 34 in 1996 and further to 36 in 2001.

2.3 The sex ratio of the population (i.e. number of
males per 1 000 females) decreased from 1 038 in 1991
to 1000 in 1996 and further to 960 in 2001. The drop
in sex ratio was mainly attributed to the large inflow of
female one-way permit holders from the mainland of
China joining their husbands in Hong Kong and the
admission of alarge number of female foreign domestic
helpers. After excluding the foreign domestic helpers,
sex ratio of the population rose above parity.

24 While the proportion of women aged 15 and
over who had never married rose slightly from 29.0% in
1991 to 30.1% in 2001, the proportion for men declined
gradually from 36.5% to 33.9%. The largest increasein
the proportion of never married was observed in women
aged 25 to 29 and men aged 30 to 34.
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25 The proportion of women who were born
outside Hong Kong and that of women with duration of
residence in Hong Kong being less than seven years were
greater than the corresponding figures for men. Such
differences could be partly attributed to the presence of
large number of female foreign domestic helpers working
in Hong Kong.

Education

2.6 The educational attainment of the population
had improved continuously over the last decade. The
proportions of women and men having attended
secondary and above education were 67.4% and 75.0%
respectively in 2001. The corresponding proportions
were 57.2% and 66.8% in 1991. Women show a
relatively greater improvement in educational attainment
than men.

2.7 It is noted that women had a relatively higher
proportion of population with no schooling or only
kindergarten education than men. This was because the
figures included older generation women who generally
had a smaller chance of receiving education when they
were young.

2.8 Compared with ten years ago, more women
attended tertiary education nowadays. In 1991, the
proportion of women (9.4%) with tertiary education was
lower than that of men (13%); and by 2001, 15.1% of
women were with tertiary education, compared with
17.8% of men. Women aso made up more than half
(51.6%) of the students studying in tertiary institutionsin
2001.

29 The most popular field of education of both
women and men who had attended tertiary education was
“Business and commercial studies’.

2.10 Both female and male children had broadly
similar  school attendance rates, except that
proportionally more females (74%) than males (68%)
were attending school in the age group of 17 to 18.

6 2001 Population Census
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force increased by 420285 (or 39.3%). This increase
doubled that recorded for men (206 705 or 11.9%).
However, it should be noted that a large portion of
growth in the female labour force was attributable to the
increase in femal e foreign domestic helpers.

2.12 The presence of foreign domestic helpers
freed many women from the household duties so that
they could participate in the labour force.  The
availability of better educational opportunities and the
increased prevalence of marriage postponement and
spinsterhood also contributed to the continuous rise in the
labour force participation rate among women. If
foreign domestic helpers were excluded, the femae
labour force still increased by 295 132 (or 29.1%) over
the same period.

213 During the last ten years, the overall labour
force participation rate for women had increased. In
contrast, the male labour force participation rate
decreased for all age groups.

2.14 For women, the highest labour force
participation rate was observed in the never married
persons (67.9%) but for men, the highest rate was
observed in the now married persons (76.8%).

215 While women and men had broadly similar
labour force participation rates among the persons with
upper secondary and above education, the labour force
participation rates for women with lower secondary and
below education were significantly lower than their male
counterparts.

2.16 Proportionally, less working women than
working men were employers. In 2001, the respective
proportions were 3.0% for women and 9.3% for men.

7 2001 Population Census
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2.17 In 2001, working women were mostly
engaged in the “Community, social and personad
services” sector (37.0%), followed by the “Wholesale,
retail and import/export trades, restaurants and hotels’
sector (29.7%) and the “Financing insurance, real estate
and business services’ sector (14.9%). For men, the
largest proportion was engaged in the “Wholesale, retail
and import/export trades, restaurants and hotels’ sector
(23.5%), followed by the “Financing, insurance, rea
estate and business services’ sector (17.0%) and the
“Community, social and personal services’ sector
(16.5%).

2.18 For women, 52.8% of the working
population worked as “Clerks’ and workers in
“Elementary  occupations’. Unlike the female
counterparts, the occupationa distribution of men was
more even. The largest proportion of working men
worked as “Craft and related workers’ (16.2%).
Moreover, there were quite a number of foreign
domestic helpers among the working women in
“Elementary occupations’. The proportion of working
women in “Elementary occupations’ excluding foreign
domestic helpers decreased from 26.2% to 15.7% in
2001.

2.19 In 2001, the median monthly income from
main employment of the working women was $8,900
while that for men was $12,000. The difference might
partly be attributable to the occupationa distribution
among women and men. Besides, the working women
included alarge number of foreign domestic helpers.

2.20 Home-makers accounted for the largest
proportion (51.1%) of economically inactive women
aged 15 and over. For men, the largest proportion was
retired person (47.7%).

2001 Population Census
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Living Arrangement and Household
Characteristics

221 In 2001, the distribution of women by living
arrangement was similar to that for men. However,
there have been changes in the living arrangement of
women and men in the past ten years. The proportion
of women living alone increased from 2.9% in 1991 to
3.8% in 2001, while that for men dropped from 5.7% to
5.1% over the same period.

222 The living arrangements for women and men
vary with age, reflecting different life cycle stages. While
majority (91%) of the women under age 25 lived with
their parents, women aged 25 and over mostly lived with
gpouse and/or child(ren). The living arrangement for
men was broadly the same. However, men tended to
leave their parents later than women. While 95.5% of
men aged below 25 were still only living with their
parents, the corresponding figure for women was 91.0%.
For older women aged 65 and over, the proportion of
them living alone was higher than men.

2.23 Sex differentials in the living arrangement of
non-working women and men were also observed.
There was a much higher proportion of non-working
women living with spouse and/or child(ren) (52.6%) than
the non-working men (31.4%). The median monthly
income from main employment of working women and
men also exhibited different pattern. While the median
income of working women living alone at $15,000 was
higher than that of their male counterparts at $14,000,
women living with spouse and/or child(ren) reported
only a median income of $9,500, some 27% lower than
the $13,000 of men.

2.24 The average number of femae working
member in her domestic households increased from
0.64 person in 1991 to 0.68 person in 2001. In
contrast, the corresponding figures for men decreased
from 1.04 persons to 0.85 person. This reflects the
increased participation of women in the labour force in
recent years.
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aso noted that the headship rates for men were higher
than those of women at all age groups with a widening
gap as age increases.

Geographical Characteristics

2.26 The sex ratios in Yau Tssm Mong, Kwai
Tsing, Tuen Mun and Islands districts were greater than
parity indicating there were more men than women in
these digtricts.  On the other hand, Wan Chai district had
the smallest sex ratio.

2.27 During the last five years, 604 951 women
and 578923 men, who were aged 5 and over, had
migrated internally. Women aged 25 to 34 constituted
the largest proportion (27.6%) of the respective female

population. For men, the largest proportion (26.6%)
was those aged 35 to 44.
10 2001 Population Census
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Y P PHERY BT R
Key Statistics of Women and Men in Hong Kong

1991 1996 2001
EBES PiE EED piE EED piE
Female Male Female Male Female Male

~ Ll‘:ﬁ“j & Demographic Characteristics

M 2710290 2811991 3109449 3108107 3423045 3285344
Population

B3 Giling e 31 31 34 34 36 36
Median age

S ST (Fro3 ) @ 59.8 60.2 59.3 62.0 57.2 61.7

Proportl on of now married population (%)®

%’#ﬁ Education

= EA R N LIPSk (Fi5iE) 93 91 94 92 95 94
School attendance rate of population aged 3-18 (%)
£ F%PFT RS S ] (Frosks) @ 94 13.0 13.3 17.1 15.1 17.8

Proportion of popularuon with tertiary education (%)®

Zg ~ [ Labour Force
T 1068731 1742271 1257402 1925095 1489016 1948976
Labour force
T S (Fioib) 49.5 78.7 49.2 76.6 51.6 719
Labour force participation rate (%)
BRI i g () @ 4,250 6,000 8,000 10,000 8,900 12,000
Median monthly income from main
employment (HK$)®@
R B LI (P13 E)
Proportion of working population by occupation (%)
AL R S 49 11.8 7.1 154 6.5 14.1
Managers and administrators

Pt 3.0 4.1 4.3 55 4.6 6.3
ofessi onals
ﬂqf”,”ﬁgﬁ £ 11.3 9.7 13.9 11.0 16.2 14.6
Associate professionals
Y 28.8 8.0 29.5 85 26.6 8.2
Clerks
M55 =Ry Fﬁﬁi &~ H 125 13.7 135 14.0 15.7 145
Service workers and shop sales workers
TENER S ES 4.4 20.9 3.7 17.9 1.9 16.2
Craft and related workers
%‘* | RS A R e 12.7 13.9 4.0 11.6 2.2 11.4
Pl ant and machine operators and assemblers
JEL T~ 21.7 16.6 235 15.3 26.2 14.3
Elementary occupations
RIS &R NSl E & 0.7 12 0.5 0.9 0.2 04
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers;
and occupations not classifiable
FE-E LA 1 2001 Population Census
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L3 J rEl LY SN e = 7S S
UL I B BIREET GR)
Key Statistics of Women and Men in Hong Kong (Cont’d)
1991 1996 2001
ERES P RS P RS P
Female Male Female Male Female Male
&2 pﬁ ~T1 () Labour Force (Cont'd)
FEHED T e I CRorEs)
Proport| on of workmg populatl on by industry (%)
¥ 31.2 26.5 18.2 19.3 10.7 136
M gﬁufacturi ng
e 11 10.5 1.7 12.3 14 125
Cgﬁstruction
pay e S MM VRN ST TS 4 24.1 21.6 27.3 23.3 29.7 235
Whol&mlﬁa retail and import/export tr ades
restaurants and hotels
iy - E PRSI 4 4.3 131 6.2 14.0 5.8 15.6
Transp rt, storage and communlcatlons
SR~ BB~ 29 R 11.2 10.2 13.7 133 14.9 17.0
Financing, insurance, real estate and
busi neas services
i Fb i * AR 26.7 15.7 32.0 16.0 37.0 16.5
Commun , social and personal services
H 4 1.3 25 1.0 19 05 14
Others®
hIf_i'rEﬂ;J(“) Living Arrangement®
H) F‘[ 78370 159 087 100865 168971 127001 162031
Living alone (2.9 (5.7) (3.3 (5.5) (3.8 (5.
PlEE A [H = 1000720 1188682 1096116 1293771 1158127 1340354
Livi ng with parent(s) only (37.4) (42.9) (35.7) (42.2) (34.7) (41.9)
é?frl PR RIEO 1377151 1214764 1615532 1440964 1751295 1574050
Livi Wlth spouse and/or child(ren)® (51.5) (43.9) (52.6) (47.0) (52.4) (49.2)
£ 40 218854 206004 258837 163372 302665 123674
Others® (8.2 (7.4) (8.4) (5.3 (9.1) (3.9
A 2675095 2768537 3071350 3067078 3339088 3200 109
Total (100.0)  (100.0) (100.0)  (100.0) (100.0)  (100.0)
M5y I Geographical Distribution
Ty Oﬁlﬁfﬂl TEHINE S BeplF o3 )
Populatlon by area(A) in respect of the correspondmg SEX groups)
F[?JEF,E,L 612632 601621 677223 635414 703615 631854
Hong Kong Island (22.6) (21.4) (21.8) (20.4) (20.6) (19.2)
ot 956217 1019048 984639 1003357 1025225 998754
Kowlaon (35.3) (36.2) (3L.7) (32.3) (30.0) (30.4)
Bry 1136888 1184773 1443763 1462970 1692388 1650658
New Territories (41.9) (42.1) (46.4) (47.1) (49.4) (50.2)
A 4553 6 549 3824 6 366 1817 4078
Marine (0.2 (0.2 (0.1) (0.2 (0.1) (0.1)

E

@]
@
(©)
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Notes: (1) Thefiguresrefer to population aged 15 and over.

(2) Thefigures exclude unpaid family workers.

(3) “Others’ include such industries as “ Agriculture and fishing”, “Mining
and quarrying”, “Electricity, gas and water” and industrial activities
inadequately described or unclassifiable.

All figures excluded persons living in non-domestic households and
student dormitories. There were 78 649, 79 128 and 169 192 persons
living in non-domestic households and student dormitories in 1991,
1996 and 2001 respectively.

Figures include persons living with spouse and/or child(ren),
regardless of whether they were living with parent(s) or not.

Figures include persons living with person(s) other than parent(s),
spouse and child(ren).

4

®)

(6)
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