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2. Summary
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21 Chapters 3-8 of this report provide a detailed
analysis on the older persons. Sdlient findings are
highlighted in paragraphs 2.2 - 2.23. For ease of quick
reference, key statistics of older persons are listed on
pages 12 and 13.

Size, Structure and Growth

22 The number of older persons increased by
659 134 or at an average annual growth rate of 5.5% over
the past 40 years (i.e. from 1961 to 2001). There were
747 052 older personsin Hong Kong in 2001.

23 In terms of the proportion of older persons in
the total population, its percentage rose continuously
over the past 40 years from 2.8% in 1961 to 11.1% in
2001. The elderly dependency ratio, defined as the
number of persons aged 65 and over per 1 000 persons
aged between 15 and 64, increased from 50 in 1961 to
154 in 2001.

24 The sex ratio (i.e. number of males per 1 000
females) of the older persons in 2001 was 859, as
compared with the overall sex ratio of 960. There were
dightly more female older persons than male older
persons, mainly because of higher life expectancy for
female.

Demographic Characteristics

25 The proportion of older persons who had
never married decreased from 4.9% in 1991 to 4.1% in
2001, while the proportion who were now married
increased from 57.6% to 59.9%.

2.6 In 2001, most (78.9%) of the current cohort of
older persons were born and came from the mainland of
China.  The number of older persons born outside Hong
Kong remained very high. The percentage ranged from
86.8% in 1991, to 82.5% in 1996 and further to 82.7% in
2001.

7 2001 Population Census
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2.7 Among older persons, Cantonese was the
dialect most commonly spoken at home, with 85.7% of
older persons reporting as such. The ability to speak
English and Putonghua among older persons has
increased over the past ten years, both in number and
percentage. There were 6.3% and 12.6% of older
persons who could speak English and Putonghua
respectively in 2001.

Education

2.8 The proportion of older persons with no
schooling or only kindergarten education decreased by 10
percentage points from 52.4% in 1991 to 42.4% in 2001,
whereas those with secondary and higher education
increased slightly from 15.0% in 1991 to 18.4% in 2001.

29 Older men have higher average levels of
education than older women. In Hong Kong in 2001,
15.2% of older men and 5.9% of older women had
attended upper secondary or higher education. On the
other hand, 72.8% of older men and 89.2% of older
women had no schooling/kindergarten or primary
education level only. Among the older women, 58.9%
had no schooling or kindergarten education level only,
the percentage was much higher than the corresponding
percentage of 23.3% for older men.

Labour Force

2.10 During the past ten years, the number of older
persons in the labour force decreased by 14 138 (20.8%)
from 68 128 in 1991 to 53990 in 2001. In 2001, the
number of male older persons in the labour force was
4317 (or 9.0%) less than that in 1991, while the
corresponding decrease in the number of female older
persons was 9 821 (or 48.6%).

211 Over the past ten years, the proportion of
older persons belonging to the labour force declined
steadily from 14.1% in 1991 to 7.2% in 2001. This, to
some extent, is attributed to the change in the genera
economic conditions that more and more older persons
retire at their sixties.

8 2001 Population Census
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2.12 Among the working older persons in 2001,
66.0% of them were employees (as compared with 88.6%
of employees in the whole working population).
Similar observations were noted in 1991 and 1996.

213 In 2001, a large proportion of the working
older persons were engaged as “ Elementary occupations’
(39.5%). Such a proportion was much higher than that
of the whole working population at 19.5%. On the
other hand, 15.9% were engaged as “Managers and
administrators’ and 13.6% as “ Service workers and shop
salesworkers’.

214 The “Wholesale, retail and import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels’ sector employed 33.5% of
the working older persons, followed by “Community,
social and personal services’ (20.5%) and “Financing,
insurance, real estate and business services’ (16.9%) in
2001.

2.15 The median monthly income from main
employment of the working older persons in 2001 was
$6,000, about 60% of the median ($10,000) of the whole
working population. The low median income of older
working population as compared to the total working
population may be due to the relatively lower wage rate
for the occupations and industries they are engaged in
which in turn are determined by their relatively low
educational attainment.

Living Arrangement and Household
Characteristics

2.16 In 2001, there were 534559 domestic
households with one or more older persons, constituting
26.0% of the total domestic households in the whole
territory. The average household size of domestic
households with older persons was 3.2, which was very
close to that of 3.1 for all domestic households in Hong
Kong.

9 2001 Population Census
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11.3%
2.18
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217 In 2001, 56.8% of older persons lived with
child(ren) (32.1% lived with spouse and child(ren) and
24.7% lived with child(ren) only). On the other hand,
18.4% lived with spouse only and 11.3% of older persons
lived alone.

2.18 In 2001, among older persons living in
domestic households, 487 319 (71.8%) were living with
non-older person members, 191778 (28.2%) were
exclusively older person households i.e. older persons
either living alone or with other older person members
only.

219 Some 43.2% of older persons lived in public
rental housing and 41.1% in private permanent housing.
The corresponding proportions for the whole population
were 32.7% and 48.6% respectively.

2.20 Compared with al domestic households, the
median monthly domestic household income of domestic
households with older persons and household size less
than 4 persons were significantly lower especidly for the
1- and 2-person households.

Geographical Characteristics

221 There was a substantial redistribution of the
older persons during the last ten years. The proportion
of older persons residing in the New Territories increased
from 32.7% in 1991 to 39.4% in 2001. For Hong Kong
Idand and Kowloon, the proportions declined
significantly from 24.0% and 43.2% ten years ago to
21.3% and 39.3% in 2001 respectively.
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2.22 Among the 18 District Council districts, there
was the largest number of older persons living in Kwun
Tong (10.9%). The District Council districts with the
second and the third largest number of older persons
were Eastern (10.0%) and Wong Ta Sin (9.3%)
respectively. There was the smallest number of older
persons living in Idands (1.1%). As regards the
proportion of older persons in a district, Sham Shui Po
and Wong Tai Sin ranked top two in terms of the relative
proportion of its population being older persons (15.7%),
followed by Kwun Tong (14.5%), while Tuen Mun
ranked last with 6.9%.

2.23 The older persons was less prone to internal
migration. The proportion of older persons who had
internally migrated was 13.8%, as compared to 18.4% of
the whole population aged 5 and over. Of those older
persons who had internally migrated, the largest
proportion (20.4%) moved between regions in Kowloon.
Another 19.0% destined for the new towns were
originated from Kowloon. Another 18.5% moved
between new towns.
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Key Statistics of Older Persons

1991

Older

Whole

Persons Population

1996

Older
Persons

Whole
Population

2001

Older Whole
Persons Population

Demogr aphic Char acteristics

482040 5674114" 629555

6412 937@ 747052 6708 389?

Population
34 0.6 55 1.80 35 0.99
Average annual growth rate over a 5-year period (%)
784 1038 816 1000 859 960
Sex ratio (males per 1 000 females)
57.6 60.0“ 59.9 60.6“ 59.9 59.4@
Proportion of now married population (%)
Education
85.0 37.99 83.9 32.19 81.6 28.9%
Proportion of population with no or primary
education (%)
Labour Force
Labour force
47924 1742271 48136 1925095 43607 1948976
Male
20204 1068731 13252 1257 402 10383 1489016
Female
Labour force participation rate (%)
22.6 78.7 17.0 76.6 12.6 71.9
Male
75 49,5 3.8 49.2 2.6 51.6
Female
3,000 5,170 5,100 9,500 6,000 10,000
Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
Proportion of working population by occupation (%)
10.2 9.2 15.0 12.1 15.9 10.7
Managers and administrators
16 3.7 16 5.0 28 55
Professionals
20 10.3 2.8 121 51 15.3
Associate professionals
5.9 15.9 6.6 16.8 6.6 16.3
Clerks
11.2 13.2 11.3 138 13.6 15.0
Service workers and shop sales workers
7.7 14.7 7.0 12.3 8.2 99
Craft and related workers
51 135 4.8 8.5 7.0 7.3
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
534 185 48.2 18.6 39.5 195
Elementary occupations
29 1.0 2.6 0.8 13 0.3
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers;
and occupations not classifiable
12 2001 Population Census
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Key Statistics of Older Persons (Cont’d)

1991 1996 2001
Older Whole Older Whole Older Whole

Persons Population  Persons Population  Persons Population

Labour Force (Cont’'d)
Proportion of working population by industry (%)

Manufacturing
Construction

Wholesale, retail and import/export trades,
restaurants and hotels

Transport, storage and communications

Financing, insurance, real estate and
business services

Com(gnunity, social and personal services

Others®
Living Arrangement

Proportion of population by living arrangement (%)
Living in domestic household

Living aﬂor}g
Living with spou(%a‘ﬁ)

And with chi Id(ren))

(6
And not with child(ren)
Sub-total
®
Living with child(ren) only®
Others
Sub-total
)

Living in non-domestic househol d®
Geographical Characteristics

Population by Area (% in respect of the corresponding ﬂrg%pgz‘

Hong Kong Island
Kowloon
New Territories

Marine

27.8 28.2 191 18.9 151 12.3
34 6.9 43 8.1 4.0 7.6
29.9 225 32.9 24.9 335 26.2
4.0 9.8 6.1 10.9 8.0 11.3
9.6 10.6 14.8 134 16.9 16.1
20.9 19.9 19.6 223 20.5 255
4.3 21 32 15 21 1.0
12.7 4.3 115 4.3 11.3 4.3
285 32.9 321 344 32.1 34.4
14.8 8.1 16.2 9.0 18.4 9.3
43.2 41.0 48.3 43.4 50.5 43.7
28.8 59 28.2 5.8 24.7 5.9
9.2 47.3 6.5 45.2 4.4 43.6
93.8 98.6 94.5 98.7 90.9 97.5
6.2 14 55 13 9.1 2.5

1214253 141393 1312637 158915 1335469

(24.0 %22.0% (22.5) (721.1% (21.3 (19.9&
208052 197 2% 256 254 198799 293439 2023 97

(40.7 (32.0 (39.3 (30.2

(;13.2 (35. i
157821 232166 231549 2906 73 294 410 334304

(32.7 (42.0 (36.8 (468 (39.4 (498
38 11 10 35 10 19 28 89
(0.1) 0.2) (0.2) (0.2) (0.0) (0.1)

@
151833

@
©)

6217 556
4
®)
(6)
™

Notes: (1) The figure includes 151 833 residents temporarily away from Hong Kong

at the time of the 1991 Census conducted in March 1991.

(2) Thefigures are compiled based on the Hong Kong Resident Population.

(3) The figures refer to residents present in Hong Kong at the census/by-
census moment, including those who were temporarily away from Hong
Kong. The population figure compiled on this basis at the 1996
Population By-census was 6 217 556.

(4) Thefiguresrefer to the whole population aged 15 and over.

(5) “Others’ include such industries as “Agriculture and fishing”, “Mining
and quarrying”, “Electricity, gas and water” and industrial activities
inadequately described or unclassifiable.

(6) The figures include persons living with person(s) other than spouse and
child(ren).

(7) The figures include persons living in homes for the aged, hospitals and
penal institutions, etc.
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