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The 2001 Population Census was conducted in March 2001. Results from the
Census have been made available in a series of publications from October 2001 to
October 2002. A total of fourteen reports were released.

Population Census is the primary source of data for small geographical areas
and population sub-groups. It provides a wealth of data on the socio-
economic characteristics of the population in Hong Kong, thus allowing
studies to be undertaken on various facets of the community and specific sub-
groups of the population.

Among reports in the publication plan are a series of thematic reports on population
sub-groups. One of such reports, “Hong Kong 2001 Population Census Thematic
Report — Older Persons”, presents detailed statistics and analysis pertaining to
characteristics of older persons (referring to persons aged 65 and over) in Hong
Kong. This article has extracted some key findings therefrom. For those who are
interested in further details of older persons, they may refer to the report.
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If you have any enquiries on this article, please call Census Data Section, Census and
Statistics Department (Tel.: 2716 8016).
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1. Introduction

1.1 The 2001 Population Census was conducted in
March 2001. It provides a wealth of data on the
socio-economic characteristics of the population in
Hong Kong, thus allowing studies to be undertaken
on various facets of the community.

1.2 Results from the 2001 Population Census are
made available in a series of publications being
released in stages by the Census and Statistics
Department, including the report “Hong Kong 2001
Population Census Thematic Report — Older Persons”
that presents detailed data and analysis pertaining to
characteristics of older persons” (persons aged 65
and over) in Hong Kong. This article has extracted
some key findings. Key statistics of older persons
in Hong Kong and the distribution of older persons
by District Council district are presented in Table 1
and Table 2 placed at the end of this article.

2. Population Coverage

2.1  The results of the 2001 Population Census
presented in this article refer to the Hong Kong
Resident Population enumerated under the “resident
population” approach, those of the 1991 Population
Census and the 1996 Population By-census refer to
the residents present in Hong Kong enumerated under
the de facto enumeration approach and the resident
population enumerated under the de jure enumeration
approach respectively.  Caution is required in
making comparison. Notwithstanding the change,
the 2001 Population Census figures are broadly
comparable with those of the 1991 Population Census
and the 1996 Population By-census.
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M In 1992, the United Nations designated 1999 as “The International
Year of Older Persons” with a view to increasing international
awareness of the world’s rapidly ageing population, the important
roles older people play in all walks of life and the need for
intergenerational respect and support. The term “Older Persons” is
now commonly used. In this report, the term is used to refer to

persons aged 65 and over.
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3. ZERHE=Sy 3. Key Trends and Phenomena

=< H ahIE< Rapid growth of older persons
3.1 =H S PIEVEEE S P = Al e 3.1 The population of older persons increased by
4 }: Feg HRE S FF 0 659134 * 5 659 134 or at an average annual growth rate of 5.5%

PR TS S BT § 500 o L SRR IF A S over the past 40 years (i.e. from 1961 to 2001).
BRI S5% - - B F[EF* There were 747 052 older persons in Hong Kong in

B[R E 747052 5 e (TR ) 2001. (Chart 1)

32 JRH lﬁ RS TN N P 3.2 In terms of the proportion of older persons in
EE EALRICES AR INIE ),H - By the total population, its percentage rose continuous!y
2.8% FF| =T EEe By 11 1% o 4 * },w% over the past 40 years from 2.8% in 1961 to 11.1% in
F; 0 . ; jiz;g, - i [ ’ iy 2001. The elderly dependency ratio, defined as the
- %‘f A+ A ;_'W ;L; [ IR AT number of persons aged 65 and over per 1 000
A TeEA A PR [F"Jf“lﬂ) plim ot~ persons aged between 15 and 64, increased from 50
V50 BF =2 FF— FRV 154 - (@l— ) in 1961 to 154 in 2001. (Chart 1)
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Chart1 Number and Proportion of Older Persons, 1961-2001
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3.3 The sex ratio (i.e. number of males per 1 000
females) of older persons in 2001 was 859, as
compared with the overall sex ratio of 960. There
were slightly more female older persons than male
older persons, mainly because of higher life
expectancy for female.

Marked difference between the marital
distribution of older persons and that of the
whole population

3.4  The proportion of older persons who had never
married decreased from 4.9% in 1991 to 4.1% in
2001, while the proportion who were now married
increased from 57.6% to 59.9%.

3.5 Among older persons in 2001, 59.9% were
now married and 33.9% were widowed; the
remaining proportions of never married (4.1%) and
divorced/separated  (2.1%) were very low.
Compared with the whole population aged 15 and
over, there were marked differences in the
distribution in respect of marital status. Older men
were more likely to be now married and older women
were more likely to be widowed.

3.6 When analysed by sex, it is noted that the share
of widows among older women at 51.0% in 2001 was
higher than the share of widowers among older men
at 14.1%. Even for the same age group, the
proportion of widowed was higher for older women
than older men. This is mainly because men were
usually older than the women at the time of marriage,
together with the fact that women had longer life
expectancy than men leading to the phenomenon that
husbands usually died before the wives.

Generally lower educational attainment for
older persons

3.7 The proportion of older persons with no
schooling or only kindergarten education decreased
from 52.4% in 1991 to 42.4% in 2001, whereas those
with secondary and higher education increased from
15.0% in 1991 to 18.4% in 2001.
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3.8 Older men have higher average levels of
education than older women. In 2001, 15.2% of
men and 5.9% of women aged 65 and older had
attended upper secondary or higher education. On
the other hand, 72.8% of older men and 89.2% of
older women had no schooling/kindergarten or
primary education level only. Among the older
women, 58.9% had no schooling or kindergarten
education level only, the percentage being much
higher than the corresponding percentage of 23.3%
for older men. This may be attributed to the past
education tradition in Chinese society of placing less
importance for females to receive education.

Fewer older persons in the labour force

3.9 During the past ten years, the number of older
persons in the labour force decreased by 14 138
(20.8%) from 68 128 in 1991 to 53 990 in 2001. In
2001, the number of male older persons in the labour
force was less than that in 1991 by 4 317 (or 9.0%),
while the corresponding decrease in the number of
female older persons was 9 821 (or 48.6%).

3.10 Over the past ten years, the proportion of older
persons belonging to the labour force declined
steadily from 14.1% in 1991 to 7.2% in 2001. This,
to some extent, is attributed to the change in the
general economic conditions that more and more
older persons left the labour force at their sixties.

3.11 Among the working older persons in 2001,
66.0% of them were employees (as compared with
88.6% of employees in the whole working
population).  Similar observations were noted in
1991 and 1996.

3.12 In 2001, a large proportion of the working
older persons were engaged in “Elementary
occupations” (39.5%). Such a proportion was much
higher than that of the whole working population at
19.5%. On the other hand, 15.9% were engaged in
“Managers and administrators” and 13.6% in
“Service workers and shop sales workers”.

3.13 The “Wholesale, retail and import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels” sector employed
33.5% of the working older persons, followed by the
“Community, social and personal services” sector
(20.5%) and the “Financing, insurance, real estate
and business services” sector (16.9%) in 2001.
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3.14 The median monthly income from main
employment of the working older persons in 2001
was $6,000, about 60% of the median ($10,000) of
the whole working population. The low median
income of older working population as compared to
the whole working population may be due to the
relatively lower wage rate for the occupations they
were engaged in, which in turn were determined by
their relatively low educational attainment.

Significant increase of domestic households
with members being older persons

3.15 In 2001, there were 534559 domestic
households with one or more older persons,
constituting 26.0% of the total domestic households
in the whole territory. The average household size
of domestic households with older persons was 3.2,
which was very close to that of 3.1 for all domestic
households in Hong Kong.

3.16 In 2001, 56.8% of older persons lived with
child(ren) (32.1% lived with spouse and child(ren)
and 24.7% lived with child(ren) only). On the other
hand, 18.4% lived with spouse only and 11.3% of
older persons lived alone.

3.17 Among older persons living in domestic
households, 487 319 (71.8%) were living with non-
older persons, 191 778 (28.2%) were living in
households with older persons only i.e. older persons
either living alone or with other older persons only.

3.18 Some 43.2% of older persons lived in public
rental housing and 41.1% in private permanent
housing. The corresponding proportions for the
whole population were 32.7% and 48.6%
respectively.
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Significant increase in the number of older
persons residing in the New Territories, yet
still lower proportion to whole population
residing in this area

3.19 There was a substantial redistribution of
older persons during the last ten years. The number
of older persons residing in the New Territories
surged from 157 821 to 294 410 and the proportion of
older persons residing in the New Territories also
increased from 32.7% to 39.4%. For Hong Kong
Island and Kowloon, the numbers of older persons
residing in these areas increased but the proportions
declined from 24.0% and 43.2% ten years ago to
213% and 39.3%  respectively in  2001.
Nevertheless, the proportion of older persons to
whole population residing in the New Territories at
8.8% was lower than the corresponding proportions
of 11.9% for Hong Kong Island and 14.5% for
Kowloon.

3.20 Among the 18 District Council districts, there
was the largest number of older persons living in
Kwun Tong (10.9%). The District Council districts
with the second and the third largest number of older
persons were Eastern (10.0%) and Wong Tai Sin
(9.3%) respectively. There was the smallest number
of older persons living in Islands (1.1%). As
regards the proportion of older persons in a district,
Sham Shui Po and Wong Tai Sin both ranked top in
terms of the relative proportion of the population
being older persons (15.7%), followed by Kwun Tong
(14.5%), while Tuen Mun ranked last (6.9%).

FE7 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics November 2002



Fo o RHS PERSS
Table1  Key Statistics of Older Persons
1991 1996
~H W RE O EW A
Older Whole Older Whole

Persons Population

Persons Population

2001
R WAL
Older Whole

Persons Population

M l‘-[ﬁ% Demographic Characteristics
AL

482040 56741140 629555 6412937® 747052 6708 389
Population
S T T R R (FI5TE) 3.4 0.6 5.5 1.8® 3.5 0.9®
Average annual growth rate over a 5-year
period (%)
Y g pee®@ 124 142 154
Elderly dependency ratio®
RIS (B g (EpupiiE S g 784 1038 816 1 000 859 960
Sex ratio (males per 1 000 females)
FAMESTR T S T IERT CFoi )
Proport10n of populatlon by marltal status(%)
(5 ﬁz‘? 4.9 32.8® 43 31.5@ 4.1 31.99
Never marrled
=S 57.6 60.0© 59.9 60.6© 59.9 59.4
Now Married
J?lﬂﬁf\' 36.1 599 34.2 5.9¢) 33.9 6.0
Widowed
#@T‘?/;J 1.4 1.2© 1.5 1.99 2.1 2,79
D1V0rced;Separated
f”ér Education Characteristics
i’ IR S L] (T ES) 85.0 37.99) 83.9 32.1© 81.6 28.99
Proportlon of populatlon with no or primary
education (%)
@1 [ Labour Force
SR
Labour force
) 47924 1742271 48 136 1925095 43 607 1948976
Male
K7 20204 1068 731 13252 1257402 10383 1489016
Female
TiE prEEss (Fioi ) 14.1 64.3 9.8 62.8 7.2 61.4
Labour force participation rate (%)
B2 RIS IS (e G 3,000 5,170 5,100 9,500 6,000 10,000
Median monthly income from main
employment (HKS)
FRF AT = IE] (o1 E)
Proportion of worklng populatlon by occupation (%)
R S kdﬁ 10.2 9.2 15.0 12.1 15.9 10.7
Managers and administrators
IS S 1.6 3.7 1.6 5.0 2.8 5.5
ofessionals
ﬁ?ﬁgjli’ ~ 2.0 10.3 2.8 12.1 5.1 15.3
Associate professionals
T E 5.9 15.9 6.6 16.8 6.6 16.3
Clerks
P ey e - b 11.2 13.2 11.3 13.8 13.6 15.0
Service workers alJ;d shop sales workers
TEOY EJEJ% ~E 7.7 14.7 7.0 12.3 8.2 9.9
Craft and related workers
%T' A AR (B R 5.1 13.5 4.8 8.5 7.0 7.3
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
IR - 534 18.5 48.2 18.6 39.5 19.5
Elementary occupations
IS § T g NIEPAE (RS 4 2.9 1.0 2.6 0.8 1.3 0.3
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers;
and occupations not classifiable
Fﬁ HAASTEE ZHFD A - F FE8 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics November 2002
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Table1  Key Statistics of Older Persons (Cont’d)
1991
=Y EW
Older Whole

Persons Population

1996
=¥ =TI
Older Whole

Persons Population

2001
=¥ =W
Older Whole

Persons Population

e grb [ () Labour Force (Cont’d)

FEL TG

Number of domestic households

Others®
& Household Characteristics

F*[ ?35-1 Living Arrangement

Prd

Ffm A5~ [ (Fi5TE)
S

HEHRIT (B LIEE] (Fo3 )
Proport1on of worklng populatlon by industry (%)

§J =4 27.8 28.2
Manufacturlng
ﬁ ok 4 34 6.9
Constructlon
5 - Ff SRR~ A Pﬂ&/@l’"ﬁi’ 29.9 22.5
Wholesale, retail and import/export trades,

restaurants and hotels
:Eﬁ? RUREPHIEAE 4 4.0 9.8
Transpgrt storage and communications
SR ba 2 R IR 9.6 10.6
Financing, insurance, real estate and

business services
GRINN TR R S 20.9 19.9
Community, social and personal services
H4© 43 2.1

366522 1582215

portlon of population by living arrangement (%)

19.1 18.9
43 8.1
32.9 24.9
6.1 10.9
14.8 13.4
19.6 223
32 1.5

470298 1855553

15.1 12.3
4.0 7.6
33.5 26.2
8.0 11.3
16.9 16.1
20.5 25.5
2.1 1.0

534559 2053412

Iilvmg in domestic household
T 12.7 4.3 11.5 4.3 11.3 4.3
Living alone
= fl ]El]' l_(7)
L1V1ng w1th spouse”
TSP O 28.5 329 32.1 344 32.1 344
And with child(ren)
TSP [ 2O 14.8 8.1 16.2 9.0 18.4 9.3
And not with child(ren)
prEEsTd [fJ EX 28.8 59 28.2 5.8 24.7 59
Living with child(ren) only"”
iy 9.2 473 6.5 45.2 44 43.6
Others
g g ® 6.2 1.4 5.5 1.3 9.1 2.5
]Elvmg in non-domestic household®
(D) S w e Je]e B EEER S iﬁﬁﬁﬁ?‘ﬁﬁ Notes: (1) The figure includes 151 833 residents tempor‘arily away from Hong
H TEHY 151 833 £ fl d o Kong at the time of the 1991 Census conducted in March 1991.
) LF;N*‘Q(’J LAY T FF [k~ [ BT AR o (2) The figures are compiled based on the Hong Kong Resident Population.
3) ;gﬂ*‘@ri ,qu%ﬁi o I*,E/H!HF ML GRSEE fi (3) The figures refer to resldents present in Hong Kong ' at the
f” e L 5@:{7 viﬁ% UB[ S AUBEE R r;i census/by-census moment, 1nclud1ng those who were temporarz?y away
T R @rj I le‘Lﬂf;Tut from Hong Kpng. The population figure compiled on this basis at the
6 217 556 ~ o 1996 Population By-census was 6 217 556.
@) A ZEPI IR ST B T E A P S (4) The number of persons aged 65 and over per 1000 persons aged
[ME;LES i) between 15-64.
5) lﬂu*fw % RSl L 2NN FES NI (5) The ﬁgurcss refer to the yvhole population 'figed 15 and over. o
6) THMH, W ﬁ PR TR R Fl‘— (6) “Others” 1nf:lude such 1ndnstr1es as “Agriculture and ﬁshlng”, “Mlnlng
RERRSR R 5T ST NEE SR /N IRE iR and quarrying”, “Electricity, gas and water” and industrial activities
*/}" P RL - inadequately described or unclassifiable.
7) ﬁﬂf@’rﬂ“iﬂ?ﬁ?@df ﬁb’#d‘/ NI [FJE;'KJ A (7) The figures include persons living with person(s) other than spouse and
child(ren).
®) ,ﬁﬂ*@ NT”*| AN }ﬁe&k«#;&v}g&dﬂt By~ (8) The figures include persons living in homes for the aged, hospitals and
4. penal institutions, etc.
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Table 2  Older Persons by District Council District, 1991, 1996 and 2001
=¥
Older Persons
1991 1996 2001
Eb;?‘é%ﬁ}? B District Council District _RHEM C=HA ~H" !
BT e BE OV e B T g
Number % Proportion Number % Proportion Number % Proportion
of Older of Older of Older
Persons Persons Persons
T Hong Kong Island
FITP 1Bk Central and Western 24400 5.1 99 27571 44 106 28637 3.8 109
e Wan Chai 20456 42 11.8 20387 32 119 21487 29 129
TNTh Eastern 50078 104 92 63152 100 10.6 74821 100 12.1
T Southern 20850 43 83 30283 48 105 33970 45 117
| E Sub-total 115784 24.0 9.5 141393 225 10.8 158915 213 119
Juife Kowloon
R Yau Tsim Mong 29 835 6.2 109 32330 5.1 124 36525 49 13.0
e Sham Shui Po 43 398 9.0 11.7 53213 85 145 55390 74 157
iy Kowloon City 38 423 8.0 9.9 45470 72 12.0 50529 6.8 132
F il Wong Tai Sin 43 609 9.0 11.5 57339 9.1 145 69615 9.3 157
gjl Kwun Tong 52787 11.0 94 67902 10.8 11.6 81380 109 145
T E Sub-total 208052 43.2 105 256254 40.7 129 293439 393 145
Fripl New Territories
%?J Kwai Tsing 31497 6.5 7.3 46451 7.4 9.9 55282 74 11.6
S Tsuen Wan 17 238 3.6 6.5 21644 34 8.0 26882 3.6 9.8
il Tuen Mun 17 694 3.7 47 26961 4.3 5.8 33537 45 6.9
T Yuen Long 19879 4.1 8.8 29948 438 8.8 37526 5.0 8.4
b North 12 843 2.7 7.9 19 020 3.0 82 26571 3.6 8.9
A Tai Po 13 090 2.7 6.6 21030 33 74 25493 34 8.2
ThE! Sha Tin 32 406 6.7 6.6 46207 7.3 7.9 56310 7.5 9.0
[l Sai Kung 8 004 1.7 6.3 13 862 2.2 7.0 24540 33 7.5
BEFL Islands 5170 1.1 11.1 6426 1.0 10.2 8269 1.1 9.5
|7 Sub-total 157 821 32.7 6.8 231549 36.8 8.0 294410 394 8.8
[ R Land total 481 657 99.9 87 629196 999 10.1 746764 100.0 11.1
s 7= M [0 plus: Marine 383 0.1 34 359 0.1 3.5 288 0.0 4.9
ESe Whole territory 482 040 100.0 8.7 629555 100.0 10.1 747052 100.0 11.1
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