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2. Summary
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21 Chapters 3-8 of this report provide a detailed
analysis on ethnic minorities. Salient findings are
highlighted in paragraphs 2.2 - 2.28. For ease of quick
reference, key statistics of ethnic minorities are listed on
pages 11 to 13.

Size and Structure

2.2 In March 2001, a tota of 343950 ethnic
minorities, constituting 5.1% of the whole population in
Hong Kong, were living in Hong Kong. They
comprised Filipinos (41.4%), Indonesians (14.7%),
Mixed (5.7%), British (5.5%), Indians (5.4%), Thais
(4.2%), Japaneses (4.1%), Nepaeses (3.7%), Pakistanis
(3.2%), Americans/Canadians (2.7%), Australians/New
Zealanders (2.0%), Koreans (1.5%) and others (5.9%).
The majority of ethnic minorities in Hong Kong were
usua residents (99.0%) in Hong Kong while only 3 271
(1.0%) were mobile residents.

2.3 The age-sex structure of ethnic minorities was
distinctly different from that of the whole population.
The sex ratio (i.e. number of males per 1 000 females) of
ethnic minorities was 320, as compared with the overall
sex ratio of 960. After excluding the foreign domestic
helpers, sex ratio of ethnic minorities returned to 981
which was close to parity and was comparable to that of
the whole population of 1 012.

24 For all ethnic minorities, around 60% of them
aged 25-44. Besides, the median age for all ethnic
minorities was 31, which was five years lower than that
of the whole population of 36. The median age for
males and females was 32 and 31 respectively which
were both lower than that of the whole population of 36
for both all males and females.
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Demographic Characteristics

25 The distribution of ethnic minoritiesin respect
of marital status was generally comparable with that of
the whole population.  The proportions of never married
and now married ethnic minorities aged 15 and over in
Hong Kong were 39.2% and 56.2% respectively, as
compared with those for the whole population aged 15
and over of 31.9% and 59.4% respectively.

2.6 Among 171966 now married ethnic
minorities, 76 659 (44.6%) of them were living with their
spouse in the same household in Hong Kong. Out of
these 76 659 persons, 11501 persons of ethnicities
belonging to “Other Asian”, “Other European”, “Mixed”
and “Others’ were excluded. Among the remaining
65 158 persons, 36% of them were not of the same
ethnicity as their spouse, including around 25% with
Chinese spouse and 11% with spouse of other ethnicity.

2.7 Among ethnic minorities in Hong Kong, only
10.3% of them were born in Hong Kong while a great
majority (89.7%) of them were born outside Hong Kong.
A total of 34.2% of ethnic minorities had resided in Hong
Kong for seven years or more, which was much lower
than the 85.2% for the whol e popul ation.

2.8 Among ethnic minorities aged 5 and over,
English was the language most commonly spoken at
home, with 55.9% of them reporting as such. This was
followed by Cantonese (21.4%), Filipino (3.6%),
Japanese (3.5%), Indonesian (2.3%), Putonghua (0.4%)
and other Chinese diaects (other than Cantonese and
Putonghua) (0.4%).
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Education Characteristics

29 The school attendance rates for age groups
3-5, 17-18 and 19-24 were 86.0%, 54.7% and 3.7% for
ethnic minorities while those for the whole population
were 94.7%, 71.0% and 26.4% respectively.

2.10 The educational attainment in terms of the
highest level attended of ethnic minorities aged 15 and
over was relatively higher than the whole population
aged 15 and over. The proportion of ethnic minorities
with no schooling or only attended kindergarten
education was 2.2%, which was lower than the
proportion of the whole population aged 15 and over
(8.4%). Besides, the proportion of ethnic minorities
aged 15 and over who had attended upper secondary or
higher education amounted to 76.8% which was much
higher than the whole population of 52.2%.

211 There were 31.8% of ethnic minorities aged
15 and over having attended tertiary education, as
compared to the 16.4% of the whole population.

212 Same as the whole population, the two most
popular fields of education reported by ethnic minorities
having attended tertiary education were “Business and
commercia studies’ and “Arts and socia science’, in
which 287 and 234 out of 1 000 ethnic minorities having
attended tertiary education in these two fields
respectively.

213 Some 47.8% of the 31 150 ethnic minorities
studying full-time courses in schools or educational
institutions in Hong Kong had their schools on Hong
Kong Island, while 26.1% in Kowloon and 26.0% in the
New Territories. The distribution of the place of study
for the whole population was distinctly different from
that of ethnic minorities, with 19.0% on Hong Kong
Island, 33.1% in Kowloon and 47.9% in the New
Territories.
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Labour Force

214 The labour force participation rate for ethnic
minorities was 86.4%, which was significantly higher
than the whole population (61.4%).

2.15 A total of 261226 (75.9%) of ethnic
minorities in Hong Kong were working population,
constituting 8.0% of the whole working population.
Sex ratio of the working ethnic minorities was 258 males
per 1000 females which extremely contrasted the ratio
for the whole working population at 1 269.

2.16 The magjority of the working ethnic minorities
were engaged in “Elementary occupations’ (73.4%).
Another 18.3% were “Managers and administrators’ and
“Professionals/associate professionals’ while 6.0% were
“Clerks/Service workers and shop sales workers’.

2.17 There were 75.5% of the working ethnic
minorities employed in the “Community, social and
personal services’ sector, followed by the “Wholesale,
retail and import/export trades, restaurants and hotels’
sector (8.4%) and the “Financing, insurance, real estate
and business services’ sector (7.9%).

218 The median monthly income from main
employment of the working ethnic minorities was $3,800
which was 38% of the median ($10,000) of the whole
working population. After excluding foreign domestic
helpers, the median monthly income from main
employment of the working ethnic minorities was
$19,000 as compared with the whole working population
of $11,000.

2.19 A total of 96354 (36.9%) of the working
ethnic minorities had fixed place of work in Hong Kong
(excluding those working at home). Some 44.1% of
these 96 354 ethnic minorities worked on Hong Kong
Island, while 27.9% in Kowloon and the New Territories
respectively. The distribution of the place of work for
the whole population was distinctly different from that of
ethnic minorities, with 30.9% on Hong Kong Island,
35.5% in Kowloon and 33.5% in the New Territories.
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Living Arrangement and Household
Characteristics

2.20 Some 340 274 (98.9%) of ethnic minorities
lived in domestic households, i.e. a group of persons who
live together and make common provision for essentials
of living. There were 222 721 domestic households
with one or more ethnic minorities, constituting 10.8% of
the domestic households in Hong Kong. Among these
households, there were 75589 households with ethnic
minorities other than live-in foreign domestic helpers,
including 67.2% of them with all members being ethnic
minorities and 32.8% of them comprising both Chinese
members and ethnic minorities other than live-in foreign
domestic helpers.

2.21 Among the 75 589 domestic households with
ethnic minorities other than live-in foreign domestic
helpers, the proportion of them living in private
permanent housing was 82.6%, which was much higher
than that of al domestic households (52.2%). The
remaining households lived in subsidized sale flats
(3.3%), public rental housing (10.5%) and others (3.5%).

2.22 Among the domestic households with ethnic
minorities other than live-in foreign domestic helpers, the
proportion of them owning their residential quarters was
17.3%, which was much lower than that of al the
domestic households of 50.8%. Besides, the proportion
of households renting the quarters for ethnic minorities
was 67.6%, which was much higher than that of all
domestic households at 45.2%.

2.23 Among ethnic minorities in Hong Kong who
were not live-in foreign domestic helpers, 50.5% of them
lived with spouse and/or child(ren) (including 1.6% with
parents(s) and 48.9% not with parent(s)), 30.1% lived
with their parent(s) only, 10.0% lived on their own and
9.5% lived with other persons. Higher proportion of
ethnic minorities lived on their own than the whole
population (4.4%) while the proportion of ethnic
minorities living with their parent(s) was relatively lower
than that of the whole population (38.2%).
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2.24 Similar to the whole population, most (66.3%)
of ethnic minorities lived in households consisting of one
unextended nuclear family. On the other hand, the
proportions of ethnic minorities living in one-person
households and households containing unrelated persons
were 10.0% and 5.7% respectively, which were higher
than those of the whole population of 4.4% and 1.1%
respectively.

2.25 The median monthly domestic household
income of domestic households with ethnic minorities
other than live-in foreign domestic helpers was $31,250
which was 67% higher than the $18,705 for all domestic
households.

Geographical Characteristics

2.26 Some 39.2% of ethnic minorities resided on
Hong Kong Idand, while 36.1% and 24.6% in New
Territories (include Marine) and Kowloon respectively.
The corresponding proportions of the whole population
living on Hong Kong Island, New Territories (include
Marine) and Kowloon were 19.9%, 49.9% and 30.2%
respectively.

2.27 Among the 18 District Council districts, the
proportion of ethnic minorities residing in Central and
Western among all ethnic minorities in Hong Kong was
the largest at 11.1%, followed by Eastern (10.7%) and
Wan Chai (8.7%).

2.28 Altogether 58250  ethnic  minorities,
representing 17.9% of all ethnic minorities aged 5 and
over, had migrated internally in the past five years — they
lived in an areain Hong Kong five years ago (i.e. area of
origina residence) that was different from the one in
which they were enumerated in the 2001 Population
Census (i.e. area of current residence). This proportion
was comparable to the 18.4% of the whole population
aged 5 and over.
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Key Statistics of Ethnic Minorities, 2001

Ethnic Minorities

Asian European American/ Australian/ Mixed Others Total Whole
(other than Canadian New Population
Chinese) Zealander
Demographic Characteristics
276 531 28 877 9334 6 883 19441 2884 343950 6708389
Population
197 1563 1294 1294 961 1330 320 960
Sex ratio (males per 1 000 femal es)
31 35 34 35 1 32 31 36
Median age
@ 55.2 65.2 722 721 334 68.7 56.2 59.4
Proportion of now married population (%)®
@ 79.3 98.8 99.5 99.7 70.6 96.1 81.6 43.0
Proportion of population able to
speak English (%)@
Education
@ 254 73.8 875 75.3 29.8 66.5 31.8 16.4
Proportion of population with
tertiary education (%)@
Labour Force
Labour force participation rate (%)
86.9 89.5 89.2 94.5 66.9 78.3 86.8 71.9
Mae
89.0 55.6 50.2 62.4 54.6 39.9 86.3 51.6
Female
88.7 77.0 73.1 80.6 60.3 61.1 86.4 61.4
Both Sexes
Median Monthly Income from
Main Employment (HK$)
13,000 65,000 70,000 75,000 11,000 55,000 25,000 12,000
Male
3,670 26,000 30,000 35,000 9,000 23,750 3,670 8,900
Female
3,680 50,000 55,000 59,000 10,000 43,650 3,800 10,000
Both Sexes
Proportion of working population by
occupation (%)
5.0 44.6 48.1 39.4 17.6 46.9 95 10.7
Managers and administrators
3.7 47.2 46.9 54.3 26.4 43.7 8.8 209
Professional s/Associate professional's
5.6 6.0 35 3.6 320 5.6 6.0 31.3
Clerks/Service workers and
shop sales workers
2.3 0.6 0.4 0.7 85 - 22 17.2
Craft and related workers, plant and
machine operators and assemblers
835 15 11 15 14.9 3.8 734 195
Elementary occupations
0.0 0.1 - 05 0.6 - 0.0 0.3
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers;
and occupations not classifiable
11 2001 Population Census
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Key Statistics of Ethnic Minorities, 2001 (Cont’d.)

Ethnic Minorities

Asian European American/ Australian/ Mixed Others Total Whole
(other than Canadian New Population
Chinese) Zealander
Labour Force (Cont’d.)
Proportion of working population by
industry (%)
17 7.8 7.4 7.0 6.5 9.1 24 12.3
Manufacturing
2.6 35 0.5 15 4.9 0.5 26 7.6
Construction
7.4 15.0 13.7 6.1 28.8 17.6 84 26.2
Wholesale, retail and import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels
2.1 8.1 9.0 13.8 1.7 8.1 3.0 11.3
Transport, storage and communications
38 384 37.9 2.7 230 28.8 7.9 16.1
Financing, insurance, real estate and
business services
824 26.4 31.2 28.3 24.0 35.6 75.5 255
Community, social and personal services
® 0.1 0.6 0.3 0.5 11 0.2 0.2 1.0
Others®
@ Living Arrangement®
Proportion of population by
living arrangement (%)
9.3 15.5 12.4 14.0 2.3 13.0 10.0 44
Living alone
23.0 222 28.9 22.8 80.2 31.8 30.1 38.2
Living with parent(s) only
® 57.0 51.9 51.6 535 13.9 47.8 50.5 50.9
Living with spouse and/or child(ren)®
© 10.6 10.3 7.1 9.7 3.6 7.3 95 6.5
Others®
Geographical Characteristics
Proportion of population by area (%)
35.8 58.8 67.8 60.7 34.0 66.2 39.2 19.9
Hong Kong Island
27.8 7.5 8.1 59 21.3 6.6 24.6 30.2
Kowloon
36.4 33.7 24.1 33.3 4.7 27.2 36.1 49.9
New Territories and Marine
12 2001 Population Census
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Key Statistics of Ethnic Minorities, 2001 (Cont’d.)

Ethnic Minorities  Whole Population

Household Characteristics

Number of domestic households

50 795
With all members being ethnic minorities
24794
With both Chinese members and ethnic minorities other than live-in foreign domestic helpers
75589 2053412
Total
Average domestic household size
2.6
With all members being ethnic minorities
36
With both Chinese members and ethnic minorities other than live-in foreign domestic helpers
2.9 31
Overall
Median monthly domestic household income (HK$)
37,255
With all members being ethnic minorities
22,100
With both Chinese members and ethnic minorities other than live-in foreign domestic helpers
31,250 18,705
Overall

0] Notes: (1) Thefiguresrefer to the population aged 15 and over.

) (2) The figures refer to the population aged 5 and over (exclude mute
persons).

3 (3) “Others’ include such industries as “Agriculture and fishing”, “Mining
and quarrying”, “Electricity, gas and water” and industrial activities
inadequately described or unclassifiable.

4) (4) Figuresrefer to population living in domestic households only.  Figures
for the ethnic minorities exclude live-in foreign domestic helpers.

5) (5) Figures include ethnic minorities living with spouse and/or child(ren),
no matter living with parent(s) or not.

(6) (6) Figures include ethnic minorities living with person(s) other than

13

parent(s), spouse and child(ren).
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