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1. Demographic Characteristics

1.1 Population: Please see the definition of
“Hong Kong Resident Population” on pages xix-
XX.

1.2 Sex ratio refers to the ratio of the

number of males per 1 000 females.

1.3 Expectation of life at birth refers to the
number of years of life that a person born in a
given year is expected to live if he/ she was
subject to the prevalent mortality conditions as
reflected by the set of age-sex specific mortality
rates for that year.

1.4 Infant mortality rate refers to the
number of deaths of age under 1 in a given year
per 1 000 live births in that year.

1.5 Age-sex specific mortality rate refers to
the number of deaths in a given age-sex group
occurring in a given year per 1 000 population at
mid-year in that age-sex group.

1.6 Median age refers to the average age so
calculated that 50% of the total number of
persons were above that age and the other 50%
were below it.

2. Marriage, Fertility and Family
Conditions
2.1 Crude marriage rate refers to the

number of marriages registered in a given year
per 1 000 mid-year population of that year.
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2.2 Age specific fertility rate refers to the
number of live births occurring to women in a
given age group during a given year per 1 000
female population at mid-year in that age group.

23 A domestic household consists of a
group of persons who live together and make
common provision for essentials for living.
These persons need not be related. If a person
makes provision for essentials for living without
sharing with other persons, he/ she is also
In this case the
household.

Households comprising only non-Hong Kong

regarded as a household.
household is a one-person
residents or Mobile Residents are not classified
as domestic households.

24 Monthly domestic household income
refers to the total income (including earnings in
cash from all employment and other cash
incomes) received during the month before
enumeration by all members of the household.
Other cash income includes income generated
from rent income, interest, dividends, regular/
monthly pensions and insurance annuity
benefits, regular contribution from persons
outside the household, regular contribution from

charities and all government subsidies.

2.5 Single parents refer to persons who are
never married, widowed, divorced or separated,
and living with child(ren) aged under 18 in the
same household.
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3. Education and Training
Characteristics
3.1 Educational attainment refers to the

highest level of education ever attained by a
person in educational institutions, regardless of
whether he/ she had completed the course.
Only formal courses are counted as educational
attainment. A formal course shall be one that
lasts for at least 1 academic year, requires
specific academic qualifications for entrance
(except sub-degree, associate degree, degree and
post-graduate courses offered by the Open
University of Hong Kong) and includes
examinations or specific academic assessment

procedures.

3.2 Academic programme categories are
constituted on the basis of academic cognateness
and have been adopted by the University Grants
Committee (UGC) as a classification system for
academic programmes offered by the UGC-
funded universities since 1993/94.

4. Labour Force Characteristics

4.1 The economically active population,
synonymous with the labour force, comprises
employed and
population.

living on board vessels are excluded.

population unemployed
Inmates of institutions and persons
(Please

see "Labour force" in paragraph 4.3 for details.)

4.2 The economically inactive population
is made up of those persons who have not had a
job and have not been at work during the 7 days
before enumeration, excluding persons who have
been on leave/ holiday during the 7-day period
and persons who are unemployed. Persons
such as home-makers, retired persons and all

those below the age of 15 are thus included.
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4.3 The labour force refers to the land-
based non-institutional population aged 15 and
over who satisfy the criteria for being classified
as employed population or unemployed
population.

living on board vessels are excluded.

Inmates of institutions and persons

44 The employed population consists of
persons aged 15 and over who have been
engaged in performing work for pay or profit
during the 7 days before enumeration or who
have had formal job attachment (i.e. that the
person has continued receipt of wage or salary;
or has an assurance or an agreed date of return to
job or business; or is in receipt of compensation
without obligation to accept another job).
Employed persons can be categorised into:

(a) Self-employed: A person who
works for profit or fees in his/ her
own business/ profession, neither
employed by
employing others.

someone nor

(b) Employer: A person who works for
profit or fees in his/ her own
business/ profession and employs
one or more persons to work for
him/ her.

(c) Employee: A person who works for
an employer (private companies,
households or the government) for
wage, salary, commission, tips, or

in kind. This

outworker, domestic

payment also
includes

helper and paid family worker.

Women and Men in Hong Kong Key Statistics 2020 Edition
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



(d) SR EREE R HARREERE
AT A S R - A B
RETEMZ I EE - BN T AF
TTE R S IR - e R e S -

45  FEFEFEAOEREESETRIT RN
JEEBRATE LN TAE/ VIR 3S/NGS - TAESEET Al
30RAATREE S TIE - il AREE
% TfE - (EAESRETAIT R A IR 2 TAEH
AN - iR ES  HITFEER R MERETH
TR AR BIHAY R L B TR
SHMEI A ARV 35/ N Bl B R AE IR
& > NG FE R EN AL -

4.6 LFZA O BFEEAR G TIIGRER
1558 e DA B -

() FESRETHITARPNGHERRAL - HLb
FolRHUE B oA M A © K

(b) FESETRITRABEHF AT TAE & K

(c) TESRETHIBORANAHTZ LA -

il —RISEEERL By AL R E B
A (a) F1 (b) HIRM: - (EIR A EGETRIZ0RA
= TIERIR A R EE 2R TIE AT - A
WFE Ry BIFTEE T RGO A SR Y
N

AL R M A T 2020 4ERR
FRRHITHE BUSSETER

339

(d) Unpaid family worker: A person
who works for no pay in a family
business. Food and lodging and

pocket money are not counted as pay.

However, if the worker receives

regular pay for the work performed,

he/ she should be regarded as an

employee.

4.5 The underemployed population
comprises those employed persons who have
involuntarily worked less than 35 hours during
the 7 days before enumeration and have sought
additional work during the 30 days before
enumeration, or have not sought additional work
but have been available for additional work
during the 7 days before enumeration.
Following this definition, employed persons
taking no-pay leave due to slack work during the
7 days before enumeration are also classified as
underemployed if they worked less than 35 hours
or were on leave even for the whole period

during the 7-day period.

4.6 The unemployed population comprises
all persons aged 15 and over who fulfil the
following conditions:

(a) have not had a job and have not
performed any work for pay or
profit during the 7 days before
enumeration; and

(b) have been available for work during
the 7 days before enumeration; and

(c) have sought work during the 30
days before enumeration.

However, if a person aged 15 or over fulfils the
conditions (a) and (b) above but has not sought
work during the 30 days before enumeration
because he/ she believes that work is
he/ still
unemployed, being regarded as a so-called

not

available, she is classified as

“discouraged worker”.
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Notwithstanding the above, the following types
of persons are also classified as unemployed:

(a) persons without a job, have sought
work but have not been available
for work because of temporary
sickness; and

(b) persons without a job, have been
available for work but have not
sought work because they:

(i) have made arrangements to
take up a new job or to start
business on a subsequent date;
or

(i) were expecting to return to their

(e.g.
workers are usually called back

original  jobs casual

to work when service is
needed).
4.7 The labour force participation rate

refers to the proportion of labour force in the total
land-based non-institutional population aged 15
and over.

4.8 The underemployment rate refers to the
proportion of underemployed persons in the
labour force.
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4.9 The unemployment rate refers to the
proportion of unemployed persons in the labour
force. ~ As regards unemployment rates by
industry or by occupation, since in deriving both
and the

unemployed persons are classified according to

the numerator denominator, (a)
their previous industry (or occupation) which may
not necessarily be the one which he/ she will enter,
and (b) there is no information on previous
industry (or occupation) in respect of first-time
job-seekers and re-entrants into the labour force
who were unemployed, such rates are not strictly
comparable to the overall unemployment rate and
should be interpreted with caution.

4.10 Industry refers to the activity of the
establishment in which the respondent worked
during the 7 days before enumeration. From
1993 onwards, the industrial classification used
in the General Household Survey basically
follows the Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification which is an updated version of the
classification used in previous rounds of the
survey. Starting from the reference year 2008,
the classification follows the major industry
groups of the Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification Version 2.0.

4.11 Occupation refers to the kind of work,
nature of duties and main task performed by a
person in his/ her main job during the 7 days
From 1993 onwards, the
classification used basically follows the major
groups of the International  Standard
Classification of Occupations 1988 (ISCO-88),
with local adaptation for Hong Kong. Starting

before enumeration.

from the reference year 2011, the classification
used basically follows the major groups of the
Standard  Classification  of
Occupations 2008 (ISCO-08), with
adaptation for Hong Kong.

International
local
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4.12 Hong Kong residents working in the
mainland of China refer to persons in the Hong
Kong Resident Population who had worked in
the mainland of China during the 12 months
before enumeration, irrespective of the number
of times they had worked in the mainland of
China during the 12-month period and duration
of stay each time. However, persons who travel
to the mainland of China only to conduct
business negotiations and inspection of business,
and/ or to attend trade fairs, meetings and
business-related entertainment are excluded.
Transport workers commuting between Hong
Kong and the mainland of China, and fishermen
or seamen working within the waters of the
mainland of China are also excluded.

4.13 Casual employees refer to employees
who were employed by an employer on a day-to-
day basis or for a fixed period of less than 60
days at the time of enumeration. However, full-
time students taking up a summer job at the time

of enumeration were excluded.

4.14 Part-time employees refer to employees
with their main employment at the time of
enumeration fulfilling the following criteria:

(a) the number of usual days of work
per week was less than 5 (for a
person with a fixed number of
working days per week); or

(b) the number of usual hours of work
per working day was less than 6 (for
a person with a fixed number of
working days per week); or

(c) the number of usual hours of work
per week was less than 30 (for a
person without a fixed number of
working days per week).
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However, persons who usually worked 24 hours
per shift were excluded, regardless of the number
of usual days of work per week. Moreover,
full-time students being on summer vacation and
taking up a summer job at the time of

enumeration were also excluded.

4.15
cases

Occupational injuries refer to injury
in workplaces reported under the
Employees' Compensation Ordinance, resulting

in death or incapacity for work of over 3 days.

5. Employment Earnings

5.1 Monthly employment earnings refer to
earnings from all jobs during the month before
enumeration.  For employees, they include
wages and salary, bonus, commission, tips,
housing  allowance, overtime allowance,
attendance allowance and other cash allowances.
However, back pays are excluded. For
employers and self-employed, they refer to
amounts drawn from the self-owned enterprise
for personal and household use, or net earnings

from business.

5.2 Monthly income from main employment
refers to: for employers or self-employed
persons, this is the amount earned excluding
expenses incurred in running their main
business; for employees, this is the total amount
earned from their main employment including
salary or wage, bonus, commission, overtime
allowance, housing allowance, tips and other
cash allowances. New Year bonus and double

pay are excluded.

53 The definition of wage follows the

definition as adopted in the Employment

Ordinance. In brief, the following components

are covered:
(a) Basic wage;

(b) Commission and tips not of

gratuitous nature;
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(¢) Guaranteed bonuses and
allowances other than end of year
payment (e.g. shift premium pay,
cost-of-living  allowance, meal
allowance, good attendance bonus

not of gratuitous nature); and

(d) Overtime allowance.

5.4 Hourly wage is derived by dividing
the amount of wages paid to an employee in
the wage period, with deduction of the
payments related to rest days and meal
breaks which are not regarded as working
hours, by the number of working hours in the
same wage period, which is the sum of the
contractual/ agreed working hours (including
meal breaks which are regarded as working
hours according to the employment contract
or agreement with the employer) and
overtime hours worked at the direction of
employers.

6. Social Welfare

6.1 The Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance Scheme provides a safety net for those
who cannot support themselves financially. It
is designed to bring their income up to a
prescribed level to meet their basic needs. An
applicant must satisfy the residence requirements
and pass both the income and asset tests. The
recipients under the scheme refer to those
currently in receipt of payments.

6.2 The Social Security Allowance Scheme
includes Normal Disability Allowance, Higher
Disability Allowance, Old Age Allowance,
Normal Old Age Living Allowance, Higher Old
Age Living Allowance, Guangdong Scheme and
Fujian Scheme. Persons in receipt of Social
Security Allowance include those whose cases
are under processing and payments have not yet
been made.
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7. Medical and Health

7.1 The cause-specific mortality rate is the
total number of registered deaths due to a
specific group of causes divided by the mid-year
population  (expressed as per 100 000
population). For a particular group of causes,
the standardised cause-specific mortality rate is
a weighted average of the age-specific mortality
The
weights used are the proportions of population in

rates pertaining to that group of causes.

individual age groups in the standard population.

7.2 Persons with disabilities refer to those
persons who:

(a) had perceived themselves as having one
or more of the following four conditions
which had lasted, or were likely to last,
for a period of 6 months or more at the
time of enumeration:

(i)  restriction in body movement;
(i) seeing difficulty;

(iii)  hearing difficulty; and

(iv) speech difficulty;

(b) had been diagnosed by qualified health
personnel (such as practitioners of
Western medicine and  Chinese

medicine) as having one or more of the

following five conditions:
(i)  mental illness/ mood disorder;

(i)  Autism;

(iii) Specific Learning Difficulties
(SpLD);
(iv)  Attention Deficit/ Hyperactivity

Disorder (AD/ HD); and
(v) intellectual disability.

7.3 Daily cigarette smokers refer to those
persons who had a daily cigarette smoking habit
at the time of enumeration, although they might
not smoke on certain days because of illness or
other reasons.
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8. Crime and Justice

8.1 Crimes refer to a group of designated
offences which are generally considered more
serious in nature and require investigation by the
criminal investigation police officers.

8.2 Reported crimes refer to the cases
which are classified and dealt with by the police.
which are handled by other
enforcement agencies such as Immigration

Cases law
Department, Customs and Excise Department

and  Independent  Commission  Against

Corruption are not included.

8.3 The number of persons arrested for
crime includes all persons arrested regardless of
The
counting rule for persons arrested for crime is

whether they are prosecuted or not.

based on the number of occasions on which
offenders are arrested. If a person is arrested on
two or more occasions, each occasion is counted
as a “separate” person. If a person is arrested
on one occasion for several offences, the offence
with the heaviest maximum permissible penalty

is chosen for tabulation purposes.

8.4 Drug abuse refers to the taking of
drugs/ substances which taken harm or threaten
to harm the physical or mental or social well-
being of an individual, in doses above or for
periods beyond those normally regarded as
therapeutic. Substances of abuse include

heroin, morphine,  physeptone/

methadone and psychotropic substances (such as

opium,

ketamine, methamphetamine (commonly known
as “Ice”), cocaine, cough medicine and organic
solvents), but exclude alcohol and tobacco.
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8.5 The number of reported drug abusers is
based on information of drug abusers reported by
reporting agencies such as law enforcement
agencies, treatment and welfare agencies to the
Central Registry of Drug Abuse (CRDA)
established by the Narcotics Division of the
The CRDA is a

By its nature,

Government Secretariat.
voluntary reporting system.
while the CRDA does not measure the exact size
of the drug abusing population in Hong Kong at
any particular time, statistics derived therefrom
are indicators of the trends of drug abuse over
time.

8.6 The number of newly reported child
abuse cases is based on information of child
abuse cases and children found at risk reported
by reporting agencies including all service units
of Social Welfare Department (SWD) and non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) providing
casework service such as Integrated Family
Service Centres, Integrated Services Centres,
Family and Child Protective Services Units,
Medical Social Services Units, Probation and
Community Service Orders Offices, School
Social Work Units, District Youth Outreaching
Social Work Teams, Integrated Children and
Youth Services Centres etc., to the Child
Protection Registry (CPR) which is under the
administration of the SWD.

8.7 The number of newly reported spouse/
cohabitant battering cases and sexual violence
cases is based on the information reported by
reporting agencies such as social welfare units,
the police, Hospital Authority and Department of
Health to the Central Information System on
Spouse/ Cohabitant Battering Cases and Sexual
Violence Cases (the System) which is under the
administration of the Social Welfare Department.
The System collects essential data on newly
reported spouse/ cohabitant battering and sexual
violence cases by different organisations and
departments to gauge the size of spouse/
cohabitant battering and sexual violence problem
in Hong Kong.
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judicial

8.8 The number of newly reported elder
abuse cases is based on the information reported
by reporting agencies such as social service
units, the Hong Kong Police Force, Hospital
Authority and Department of Health, etc to the
Central Information System on Elder Abuse
(the System) which is
administration of the Social Welfare Department.

Cases under the
The System collects essential data on elder abuse
cases handled by different organisations and
departments to gauge the size of elder abuse

problem in Hong Kong.

9. Pattern of Participation in Public
Affairs

9.1 Civil servants refer to persons who are

employed on civil service terms of appointment
as at the survey reference date. Judges and

officers, Independent Commission

Against Corruption officers, locally engaged
staff working in the Hong Kong Economic and
Trade Offices outside Hong Kong, and other
government employees like Non-Civil Service
Contract staff are excluded. However, prior to

the statistical month of June 1999, judges and

judicial officers in the Judiciary were included in

the coverage of civil servants.

9.2 Public sector advisory and statutory
bodies are bodies which provide advice on
government policies, deliver public services,
perform statutory functions and deal with

appeals against Government decisions.

10. Living Arrangement and
Household Characteristics

10.1 Household composition is derived from
the information on relationship to the head of
household of each person and the identification
of spouse and parent-child relationships among
The different
categories of household composition are as

members of the household.

follows:
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Nuclear family households

(1)

(i)

(iii)

Composed of couple: A
household comprising a married
couple without any other related
persons. It may or may not
include other unrelated persons

(e.g. domestic helpers).

Composed of couple and
unmarried  children: A
household comprising a couple
and their unmarried child(ren)
without any other related persons.
It may or may not include other
unrelated persons (e.g. domestic
helpers).

Composed of lone parent and
unmarried  children: A
household comprising a father or
mother and his/ her unmarried
child(ren) without any other
related persons. It may or may
not include other unrelated
persons (e.g. domestic helpers).

Relative households

(iv)

Composed of couple and at least
one of their parents: A
household comprising a couple
and at least one of their parents
(including the parent(s) of the
wife and/ or husband) without any
other related persons. It may or
may not include other unrelated
persons (e.g. domestic helpers).
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(v)  Composed of couple, at least one
of their parents and their
unmarried  children: A
household comprising a couple, at

their parents

(including the parent(s) of the

wife and/ or husband) and their

least one of

unmarried children without any
other related persons. It may or
may not include other unrelated

persons (e.g. domestic helpers).

(vi) Composed of other relationship
combinations: A household
comprising a group of related
persons but not being unclassified
in the above categories. It may

or may not include other
unrelated persons (e.g. domestic

helpers).

Other households

(vii) One-person households: A
household with only one person.

(viii) Non-relative households: A
household comprising unrelated
person(s).

10.2 Head of a household is defined as a
person acknowledged as such by other members
of the household.
censuses/ by-censuses, only one person in the

In the past population

household was designated as the household head.
However, starting from the 2006 Population By-
census, the household might report more than
one household head.  The change in the
“headship” concept is the outcome of the
application of gender mainstreaming in the
content and design of the population censuses/
by-census questionnaire, in order to avoid

stereotyping gender role in the family.
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10.3 Age-sex-specific headship rate refers to
the proportion of the number of household heads
in a given age-sex group to the total number of
persons in the corresponding age-sex group of
the population living in domestic households.

10.4 Poverty line refers to a threshold to
define poor households and poor population. In
the official poverty line framework of Hong
Kong, 50% of the median monthly household
income before policy intervention (described
below) by household size is adopted as the
poverty line.
poverty” is used to set the poverty line.
households refer to domestic households whose

That is, the concept of “relative
Poor

monthly household income is below the poverty
line and all members of poor households are
referred to as poor population.

(i)  Pre-intervention
household  income
monthly  household
before the income provided by the

monthly
refers to
income
and

government policies

measures.  This income only
reflects the hypothetical poverty
situation faced by households (i.e.
if without government
intervention), which is compiled
with a prime purpose to provide
an objective benchmark for
assessing the effectiveness of the
and

government policies

measures.
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(ii)  Post-intervention (recurrent
cash) monthly household income
refers to the pre-intervention
monthly household income after
tax and all recurrent cash benefits
provided by the government
policies and measures. Using
such post-intervention monthly
household income to compare
with the poverty line, the post-
intervention (recurrent cash) poor
population can be identified.
Through comparing the pre-and
post-intervention poverty
statistics (e.g. differences
between the post-intervention and
pre-intervention poor population
or poverty rates), the
effectiveness of different policies
can be assessed.

10.5 Poverty rate refers to the ratio of the
poor population to the total population living in
domestic households.

11. Geographical Characteristics

11.1 District Council district refers to the 18
districts in Hong Kong as declared under the
District Councils Ordinance (Cap. 547): 4 on
Hong Kong Island, 5 in Kowloon and 9 in the
New Territories. A District Council is
established in each district. The boundary of
Constituency Area for each District Council is
recommended by the Electoral Affairs
Commission to the Chief Executive. The set of
Constituency Area boundaries adopted in the
2016 Population By-census is based on those
declared in the Declaration of Constituencies
(District Councils) Order 2014 (L.N. 147 of
2014) made by the Chief Executive in Council
under section 6 of the District Councils
Ordinance (Cap. 547) for the District Council
Election held on 22 November 2015.
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11.2 Persons internally migrated were those
whose area of current residence was different
from the area of original residence 5 years ago.
In defining internal migration, a change in the
area of residence refers to a move (a) from a
District Council district to another District
Council district; or (b) within a District Council
district in the New Territories, from a new town
to another new town, or from a new town to other
areas in the district or vice versa.

12. Traffic and Transport

12.1 Road traffic casualties refer to persons
who are killed or injured in traffic accidents,
including pedestrians and drivers and passengers
on the vehicles involved.

13. Information Technology Usage

13.1 Smartphone refers to a mobile phone
offering more advanced features than a cell
phone which is mainly for making phone call,

sending SMS and taking picture. Some
advanced features/ functions found in
smartphone include touchscreen interface,

Internet access via mobile network (such as
Wi-Fi connection and 4G LTE connection),
video and music player, video recording, GPS
navigation, sending and receiving e-mail and
web browsing. The smartphone can also be
used to download mobile apps

WhatsApp, Facebook and YouTube).

(such as
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